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Being Thankful This Season

At this time of year, we are reminded of the importance of gratitude. We
realize that there is much to be grateful for when we count our blessings
and acknowledge the work and sacrifices of those who came before us.
Below, you will find a story and a resource recommendation to supplement
your Thanksgiving week. We hope you find them meaningful. Have a
happy Thanksgiving with your family and friends!

STORY OF THE DAY



http://us10.forward-to-friend.com/forward?u=4a2c88c4f28ce4935ebbda852&id=41c49355fe&e=8558148625
https://family-peace.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4a2c88c4f28ce4935ebbda852&id=6e0049f986&e=8558148625
https://family-peace.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4a2c88c4f28ce4935ebbda852&id=6fa99a96fc&e=8558148625
http://us10.forward-to-friend.com/forward?u=4a2c88c4f28ce4935ebbda852&id=41c49355fe&e=8558148625
https://family-peace.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4a2c88c4f28ce4935ebbda852&id=c81358d14b&e=8558148625

We Hold These Truths

By Alan Inman

There are many who question God'’s involvement in the founding of America.

There are also those who assert that every country is equally founded by God

or not. What makes America so different or special? Below are my thoughts on

God’s hand working through America’s founding and history. (Read on!)

RESOURCE OF THE DAY

This Is America,
Charlie Brown -
The Mayflower
RICA Voyagers
fl[{ﬂ/// E_ Review by Karilee Aoki
Click Here to Read

Review

IN CASE YOU MISSED



https://family-peace.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4a2c88c4f28ce4935ebbda852&id=bfb359a39e&e=8558148625
https://family-peace.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4a2c88c4f28ce4935ebbda852&id=fca6597d0d&e=8558148625
https://family-peace.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4a2c88c4f28ce4935ebbda852&id=959419c608&e=8558148625
https://family-peace.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4a2c88c4f28ce4935ebbda852&id=959419c608&e=8558148625
https://family-peace.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4a2c88c4f28ce4935ebbda852&id=919f0a5769&e=8558148625
https://family-peace.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4a2c88c4f28ce4935ebbda852&id=59faf79d11&e=8558148625
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https://family-peace.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4a2c88c4f28ce4935ebbda852&id=a6b83dc99e&e=8558148625
https://family-peace.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4a2c88c4f28ce4935ebbda852&id=a78512a233&e=8558148625
https://family-peace.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4a2c88c4f28ce4935ebbda852&id=36a0048b06&e=8558148625
https://family-peace.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4a2c88c4f28ce4935ebbda852&id=f542764fac&e=8558148625
https://family-peace.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4a2c88c4f28ce4935ebbda852&id=22d72c51a3&e=8558148625
http://us10.forward-to-friend.com/forward?u=4a2c88c4f28ce4935ebbda852&id=41c49355fe&e=8558148625
https://family-peace.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4a2c88c4f28ce4935ebbda852&id=ba251998b6&e=8558148625
https://family-peace.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4a2c88c4f28ce4935ebbda852&id=12a8f086cf&e=8558148625
https://family-peace.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4a2c88c4f28ce4935ebbda852&id=be409164dd&e=8558148625
http://us10.forward-to-friend.com/forward?u=4a2c88c4f28ce4935ebbda852&id=41c49355fe&e=8558148625
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By Alan Inman

There are many who question God’s involvement in the founding of America.
There are also those who assert that every country is equally founded by God
or not. What makes America so different or special? Below are my thoughts on
God’'s hand working through America’s founding and history.

Let us first examine the story of the Pilgrims. The Pilgrims were certainly not
the first to land in the “New World.” They landed in “Plymouth” in 1620 well
over 120 years after Christopher Columbus discovered this continent. The
new trade opportunities were the main reason for travel to the Americas in
the Age of Exploration. Yet, what opportunities could attract the Pilgrims to
make the trek across the Atlantic Ocean despite so many uncertainties?

Simply put, the Pilgrims could
not tolerate the corruption of
the Church of England, which
did not allow them to have a
personal relationship with




God. The persecution was so
harsh that they had to flee to
avoid suppression of their
faith. Many settled in Holland.
Still, there were those who

yearned for greater freedom—to worship freely without the dictates of any
governing authority. They were willing to take risks across the Atlantic.

Listening to their story, it is not unreasonable to believe that a Higher Power
was involved in guiding this handful of people. There were 102 men, women,

and children - a third of which were Pilgrims - who boarded the Mayflower in
hopes of starting a new life, but uncertain of their future.

The journey was fraught with problems. They ran into trouble at sea, finding
themselves in the middle of the storms, getting lost, and even diverted to the
wrong shore. They spent 66 days at sea. Imagine: what did they eat and drink
during those two or more months? Was the Mayflower equipped to store
enough food for all those people to eat comfortably for 66 days? Certainly not.
What about water? There was no way they could carry enough water on that
ship or drink the saltwater in the ocean. The difficulties were so immense that
some wanted to turn back. Yet, against all odds, the ship made it to its
destination.

P ‘ : : However, even when they

- ‘ finally landed in Plymouth,
their troubles were only
beginning. Those who made it
through the ocean now had
to face the cold winter in the
“New World.” Many perished
in the first season. Shockingly,
even with little to eat and
many starving to death, the

Pilgrims chose to preserve
the grain stored in the ship until the following spring. Imagine their discipline
and conviction in their future despite their destitute circumstances. It would
seem that the odds were against them, but it was their deep faith that gave
them strength. When the spring came, the first thing they built was a church -
a place of worship.

How is it that a group so seemingly unprepared for such a journey not only
made it through the ocean and survived the winter, but built a thriving
settlement after the coming of spring? Undeniably, there is more at work than
human determination or ability.
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This Is America, Charlie Brown - The
Mayflower Voyagers
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This year, the kids and | watched a cute but surprisingly fact-filled short
cartoon of the Pilgrims’ journey to the new land of America and how the
holiday of Thanksgiving came about. In this episode of the series, “This Is
America,” Charlie Brown and his friends play the characters of the Pilgrims
and show how things might have felt like through the long trip on the
Mayflower and the first harsh winter. The 30-minute show kept our attention
and even | learned new things about the Pilgrims’ new life | never knew before.
Though they sacrificed so much, there was one thing they never lost - their
faith in God. Be sure to watch this Thanksgiving favorite that's sure to be a win
for the whole family!

Review by Karilee Aoki
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https://vimeo.com/478312314?embedded=true&source=video_title&owner=5270217
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