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In collaboration with the Higher Purpose Forum, “A Contemporary Theology of Human
Spirituality” was held online on Thursday, October 9, at 7 p.m. ET.

Dr. Theodore Shimmyo, President Emeritus and Adjunct Professor of Theology at HJI,
presented a scripturally grounded understanding of human spirituality aimed at fostering



lasting peace, and Rev. Miilhan Stephens, Pastor of the Boston Family Church, served
as the respondent.

The event explored how contemporary theology can address critiques of traditional
Christian thought and offer frameworks that promote harmony rather than
division. Watch the Replay.

“Constitutional Law and Rights” was held online on Tuesday, September 30, at 7 p.m.
ET, in honor of Constitution Day and in memory of William Lay, JD (1952-2025), a
beloved former Adjunct Professor of Criminal Justice and Human Security at HJI.

Hosted by Dr. Thomas Walsh, President of HJI, the event featured the final lecture on
the U.S. Constitution by Professor Lay and was followed afterward with commentary
from W. Farley Jones, Esq., and Peter Ross, Esq. Watch the Replay.




Submit Your Research Project for Annual Research Day!

HJ International Graduate School for Peace and Public Leadership has set Thursday,
November 20, 2025 as the date for the fourth annual HJI Research Day. Students,
Faculty, and Alumni are invited to present an Academic Poster, a visual depiction of a
research project that has been completed or is underway. The deadline for Contestant
Submissions has been extended to November 11, at 11:59 PM New York Time.

Regqgistration is OPEN. Click for more information on Annual Research Day 2025.

Marlies Ladstaetter | Masters in Peace Studies 2024 | Austria

What inspired you to apply to HJI and your program? What do you most
appreciate about being a student at HJI?

| was inspired to apply to HJI and the Master in Peace Studies because of its
international focus and dedication to fostering global understanding, which aligns
perfectly with my passion for peace and intercultural dialogue. Having volunteered
with UPF Austria and IAYSP Austria, | developed a strong desire to further explore
peacebuilding and international cooperation.

HJI's diverse environment offers the ideal platform to engage with students from
around the world and deepen my knowledge in this field. What | appreciate most about



being a student at HJI is the opportunity to be part of a global community committed
to positive change.

If applicable, share about the benefits of your online learning experience

As | was working next to my studies, the online learning platform was a great
opportunity to do a Master's next to work. | could make my own weekly schedule to
listen to the lectures and do the tasks within the given deadline. The online discussion
forums made it possible to share and discuss with my study colleagues and the
professor. Sometimes we also had live online meetings with professors.

If applicable, share about your internship or chaplaincy experience.

| was fortunate to do my internship at the Austrian Red Cross. During my internship
at the Austrian Red Cross, | supported the Deputy Secretary General and the
Commander in Charge with various tasks, including organizing a trip to Solferino for
the Red Cross national chapters. | also assisted in coordinating relief efforts for
victims of severe flooding in Austria and Slovenia and contributed to fundraising
efforts. A highlight was attending meetings with a Ukrainian Red Cross delegation,
learning about their efforts in providing essential supplies to affected populations. |
gained insights into the workings of NGOs, conflict management, and the Red Cross’
impartial approach to aid. Additionally, | visited the International Federation of the
Red Cross and Red Crescent (IFRC) and the International Committee of the Red Cross
(ICRC) in Geneva, where | learned about their global humanitarian efforts and the
importance of the Geneva Conventions. Overall, the internship deepened my
understanding of international humanitarian work and the vital role NGOs play in crisis
management.

Is there any other highlight or aspect of your study at HJIl that you would like to
share?

One of the highlights of my experience at HJI is the incredible support and
encouragement from the professors. They not only recognized our potential but also
motivated us to push beyond our limits, which helped me grow both academically and
personally. Additionally, | deeply value the rich content of the courses, which provided
me with a strong foundation in peace and conflict studies. Learning alongside many
international colleagues also enriched my experience, as we often exchanged ideas
and learned from each other's diverse perspectives.

What do you enjoy in your free time?

In my free time, | volunteer with Youth and Students for Peace Europe, Middle East,
and Austria. | also love spending quality time with my husband, family and friends,
especially enjoying the outdoors through activities like walking, hiking, and biking.
Additionally, | practice yoga regularly.

For more information about HJI, email admissions@ hiji,edu

To apply to HJI click here


















