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Get ready to be inspired! In this issue, we're thrilled to share summaries of the
impactful Doctor of Ministry dissertations from our recent graduates of the 49th
Class of HJ International. Dive in to discover a glimpse into the diverse and
significant contributions these new graduates are making, and feel free to
connect directly with the graduates using the contact information provided in
each article.

The Reintegration of Ex-offenders in Society: The
Collaboration of Community and Faith-Based Organizations
Focusing on Transitioning from Prison to Work to Society

It is the lack of agencies working together to provide citizens returning to society
after incarceration with the support they need to become productive working-class
citizens and avoid recidivism that has plagued our families and communities in
America for decades. Data from the Department of Labor and other organizations
show that reentry initiatives require our attention to reduce recidivism and support
those ex-offenders seeking to receive training and jobs to reintegrate into our
society with a chance for redemption.




In Her Image: Effect of a Personal Relationship with
Heavenly Mother on Self-Worth in Motherhood

This dissertation project explores whether deepening a connection to God’s
motherly love—expressed through the nurturing presence of “Heavenly Mother”—
can help mothers of young children enhance their sense of self-worth. At the heart
of the project, 30 mothers of children ages 9 and younger worked through a 40-day
spiritual practice journal rooted in the metaphor of growing within God’s “womb” as
a beloved child—the journal was created to guide participants in creating a sacred
space to reflect on what they are receiving, developing, and embodying through
that connection with Heavenly Mother.

Unified Voices: Exploring Intergenerational Collaboration in
a Unificationist Worship Model

This study looked at the effects of monthly intergenerational worship services
within a medium-sized Northeast Unificationist community in Bridgeport,
Connecticut. The services sought to empower intergenerational collaboration and
leadership within the community, while exploring congregants’ sense of belonging,
appreciation of one another, and an overall sense of shared commitment to the
community’s future. Surveys were conducted at various times over a 5-month
period, uncovering the importance and challenge of relational ties within the
community, which can be strengthened through intergenerational faith practices.




Spiritual Life Formation and Growth Education for Young
Adults within FFWPU-USA: Opportunities and Limitations

A nationwide study was conducted, assessing the spiritual life and development
providence, including both cognitive education and practices available for young
adults, ages 18 through 26, who were affiliated with the Family Federation for World
Peace and Unification (FFWPU) in the USA. Educational programs and ministries
sponsored by FFWPU-USA, tasked with the responsibility of helping young adults
invest in and develop their spiritual lives, were investigated.

Building a Community-Oriented Church through
Beautification Projects: A Case Study of the Application and
Practice of Service-Learning as a Catalyst for Community
Development

This dissertation project aimed to show how an active, genuine, community-
oriented ministry could establish a practical ethos to attract more youth through
consistent community cleanup projects and the need to facilitate numerous in-
person and online meetings with was to promote community engagement,
encourage residents, and convince public officials to stop illegal dumping and
maintain the beauty of the Germantown section of Philadelphia. It also sought to
understand how to realize the possibility of Dr. Martin Luther King’s Beloved
Community in the present day by applying key ingredients to generate synergy.



Muslim Marital Counseling: Views, Perceptions, and
Experiences of Yankasa Muslim Community in the Bronx, NY,
USA

My dissertation focused on the role of marital counseling in enhancing the quality
of marital relationships among married couples within the Yankasa Muslim
Community, located in the Bronx, New York, USA. The central objective of the
research was to investigate how members of this immigrant Muslim community
view, understand, and experience Islamic marital counseling, especially in the
context of its relevance and impact on marital stability and overall relationship
satisfaction.

The 90-Degree Leader: Bridging Faith and Reason for
Meaningful Relations and Personal Growth

How can religious ideas be presented to people who do not already have a
background in faith? Is there a way to talk about God that does not alienate those
who are skeptical of religious authority? In today’s world, where many seek both
intellectual credibility and personal meaning, education must bridge spiritual insight
with real-world application. This requires a model that is both theologically
grounded and practically relevant.



The God Effect: Exploring the Long-Term Influences of
Elicited Mystical Experiences

This dissertation project provides a window into the lives of people who underwent
a Mystical experience while attending one of the author’'s workshops. The
experiences are particularly notable in that they were not random events. They
were induced, taking place while participants were practicing techniques learned
at the workshops. These techniques have been found to facilitate and elicit
encounters with the Divine.
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