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A Nobel Call for Peace:

Dr. Hak Ja Han’s Global Legacy

The nomination of Dr. Hak Ja Han for the 2026 Nobel Peace Prize by Jan Figel has attracted
international attention. Figel, a former Slovak minister, EU Commissioner, and Special
Envoy for Freedom of Religion or Belief, is widely known for his work in human rights and
religious liberty. The nomination highlights Dr. Han’s decades of peacebuilding, interfaith
cooperation, and humanitarian work, including her role as co-founder of the Universal

Peace Federation and its global network of Ambassadors for Peace.

Dr. Han has also long advocated for peaceful reunification of the Korean Peninsula. Supporters
note that her nomination comes amid concerns about her legal situation in South Korea and
broader issues of religious freedom in Japan. They view the nomination as recognition of her

peace efforts and a broader call to uphold freedom of religion and belief worldwide.



Read Full Article

A New Vision for Peace Emerges in
Washington, D.C.

On April 25, 2026, UPF USA hosted its first Ambassadors for Peace Assembly in Washington,
D.C., bringing together leaders from government, faith, business, and civil society to promote
shared values and collective action. The program featured remarks from UPF leaders, the
appointment of several distinguished new Ambassadors for Peace, including youth leaders and
representatives from diplomacy, human rights, and community organizations.

The event also included an inspiring presentation by UPF USA President Kaeleigh Moffitt on
“Shared Humanity in an Age of Fragmentation,” followed by a panel discussion on overcoming
division and building a culture of compassion. With 67 guests in attendance, including 35 first-
time participants, the Assembly marked a strong step forward in advancing peace through
cross-sector cooperation.



Read Full Story

Ambassador for Peace Spotlight

Velecia “Vee” Mays
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Velecia “Vee” Mays, a longtime Minister of Music, educator, and community leader from Lonoke,
was recently appointed an Ambassador for Peace in recognition of her outstanding life of
service. With more than 35 years of ministry and public leadership, Vee has founded youth and
community initiatives, supported families in need, organized women’s conferences, and
mentored children through music education.

Vee also made history as the first Black female manager in the Arkansas Auditor of State’s
Office, where she served under six administrations and was honored as the 2021 Most
Outstanding Employee of the State of Arkansas. Her life reflects the UPF values of living for the
sake of others, strengthening families, and building peaceful communities.

Read Full Bio




Peace in Action: Los Angeles Hosts

Inspiring UPF Dinner

Los Angeles continued its strong tradition of hosting UPF dinners, bringing together
Ambassadors for Peace, community leaders, and new guests for an evening of fellowship
and inspiration. Six new Ambassadors for Peace were appointed, joining current
ambassadors and KEA representatives in a warm atmosphere of networking and

meaningful dialogue.

Following dinner, guests viewed a presentation on UPF’s international work and were
invited to support upcoming National Parents Day events or organize celebrations in their
own communities. Many participants expressed gratitude for the gathering and

enthusiasm for continued cooperation.

Read Full Story

UPF USA is 100% funded by donations. Please consider investing in a platform where peace

leaders come together to turn shared values into shared action.

Support UPF USA
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