This week in history, December 21-27:

December 23, 2014

December 22, 2003
Peace King Coronation of Jesus

A rally was held at Jerusalem’s Peace Park

True Parents set important conditions, centered on the American Clergy Leadership Conference (ACLC),
for the reconciliation of the Abrahamic faith traditions of Judaism, Christianity and Islam. In 2003, True
Father called upon Christian clergy to “exchange the cross for a crown” as a foundation for traveling to
the Holy Land and reconciling with their Jewish brethren. Some 131 members of the clergy did so and
went to Jerusalem, where they met a like number of Israeli rabbis and jointly signed the Jerusalem
Declaration, which repented for “dark parts of our past” and sought a “bright future” together.

Dozens of subsequent pilgrimages were conducted as part of the “Middle East Peace Initiative” (MEPI).
True Father called for a “major providential mobilization” centering on December 22 as an Interreligious
and International Day of Prayer for Peace in the Middle East. The day’s centerpiece was a rally at
Jerusalem’s Peace Park which included a coronation of Jesus.

For Unificationists, this was a condition that “the chosen people of Israel embraced and welcomed Jesus
and crowned him as the King of Peace,” an action that “reversed all that occurred 2,000 years ago.” Two
Muslims presented a Jewish professor with a golden menorah as a symbol of reconciliation with the Jews.
After that, Christian leaders presented a robe to a Muslim representative, symbolizing the confirmation
that Muhammad is God’s prophet. Michael Jenkins, the rally’s master of ceremonies, proclaimed, “Jesus,
Moses and Muhammad are one. The era of conversion is over, and the Era of the Peace Kingdom is now
realized.”



December 22, 1983
Heung Jin Moon in Car Accident

Heung Jin Moon, True Parents’ second son, was
critically injured in a car accident on Route 9
just north of Poughkeepsie, New York, on
December 22, 1983. He was traveling south
from Unification Theological Seminary in
Barrytown with two companions when a
tractor-trailer jackknifed on an icy stretch of
road and collided with the Honda Civic that
Heung Jin was driving. Though seriously
injured, his two friends survived because, as
they testified, Heung Jin swerved the car at the
last moment to take the brunt of the impact
himself and save them. Heung Jin suffered
massive head injuries and lingered in a coma
for ten days before expiring at 1:18 a.m. on
January 2, 1984. He was seventeen. By all
accounts, he was an exemplary son. Rev. Moon
described him as “the most exemplary, obedient
son, with the greatest piety ... the most
comforting son to Mother and me.”

True Parents were out of the country at the time
of the accident, conducting a series of Victory
Heung Jin Moon ascended at age seventeen over Communism rallies in Korea. A number of
spiritualists had communicated to them that
December 1983 was a “very dangerous time” and that True Father “must absolutely be careful.” True
Father later testified that at the last rally in Kwangju, a left-leaning city with a reputation for
rebelliousness, 36 terrorists were prepared to attack but were prevented from doing so because “the
auditorium was already completely packed by the time they arrived.” With another 5,000 people outside,
they “had absolutely no way to enter.” During True Father’s speech in Kwangju, Heung Jin Nim’s
accident occurred. According to True Father, “Satan lost his condition to attack me and then turned his
attention to the next best, my second son.”

December 26, 1981
The First God Conference

The first God Conference, entitled “God: The Contemporary Discussion,” was held from December 22 to
31, 1981 on the island of Maui, Hawaii. Dr. Frederick Sontag, distinguished professor of philosophy at
the University of Pomona and author of Sun Myung Moon and the Unification Church (Abingdon, 1977),
suggested the conference as an “internal” equivalent of the annual International Conference on the Unity
of the Sciences (ICUS).

The conference attracted 170 participants from 33 countries and all major religions traditions. Seventy-
five papers were presented, twenty-two of which were selected for inclusion in a resulting book, God: The
Contemporary Discussion (1982).

The Youth Seminar on World Religions (YSWR) emerged out of the first God Conference. From 1982 to
1984 it sponsored annual seven-week around-the-world pilgrimages to sites associated with the religious



traditions of Buddhism, Christianity, Confucianism, Hinduism, Islam, Judaism and Unificationism for
150 students and professors.

This expanded the movement’s ecumenical and
inter-religious network and involved religious
scholars of the highest rank, including Huston
Smith, author of The World’s Religions and one of
the country’s foremost authorities on world faiths,
who with his wife co-chaired the first two Youth
Seminars and served as chair of the fourth God
Conference.

December 27, 1973
Little Angels Benefit Performance at the United Nations

True Father conceived the idea of forming a Korean children’s dance troupe “as a means of promoting
world peace and sharing the Korean culture throughout the world.” He asked Dr. Bo Hi Pak to take
responsibility for assembling the group. Dr. Pak agreed, and he traveled back and forth between the
United States and Korea in developing the “Little Angels” from 1962 to 1964. The Little Angels’
inaugural tour of the United States in 1965 was difficult, and in many cases “the performers outnumbered
the audience.” However, their tours were increasingly successful, and by 1971 they had performed on
national television, at the 1968 Summer Olympic Games at Mexico City, and before numerous heads of



state including U.S. President Richard Nixon and President Park Chung-hee of the Republic of Korea, as
well as at a Royal Command Performance before Queen Elizabeth II, who broke with protocol by
receiving the performers and greeting each of them, escorted by Dr. Pak. On December 27, 1973, the
United Nations opened its General Assembly Hall for the first time for a cultural performance, a gala
benefit for UNICEF by the Little Angels. The New York Times reviewer wrote, “Judging from the
standing ovation the children received, their performance of sometimes exotic national dance to music
played on replicas of ancient Korean instruments has a universal appeal.” True Parents also received a
standing ovation when they were introduced as The Little Angels’ founders.



