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Dr. Massimo Introvigne addressing the side event to the 59th session of the Human Rights Council in
Geneva, Switzerland on June 16, 2025

Leading scholar condemns the state persecution of large religious minority Family Federation,
calling recent dissolution order an act of "'religiocide""

No Evidence, No Justice: The Killing of a Religious Organization in Japan After 40 Years of
Militant Leftist Lawfare

Dr. Massimo Introvigne addressing the side event to the 59th session of the Human Rights Council in
Geneva, Switzerland on June 16, 2025. From left: Attorney Patricia Duval, Heiner Handschin, Dr.
Massimo Introvigne, Dr. Hirohisa Koide

A speech by Dr. Massimo Introvigne at a side event organized by the Universal Peace Federation (UPF)
at the 59th session of the Human Rights Council, in hall 25 of the United Nations Office in Geneva,
Switzerland June 16, 2025. Massimo Introvigne is an Italian sociologist of religion and editor-in-chief of
Bitter Winter, and one of the most well-known scholars of religion internationally. He is Managing
Director of CESNUR, Center for Studies on New Religions, Torino, Italy.

As you have heard, on 25th March, the Tokyo District Court ordered the dissolution of the Unification
Church [See editor's note below], and the case is under appeal.

You may have heard, however, in the international media a lie that being dissolved only means you lose
your tax-exempt status. This is false.



If you are dissolved in Japan, all the assets are transferred to a liquidator - bank accounts and places of
worship. The believers could still believe in their heart, but they cannot meet in any place, they cannot
own property, they cannot function. So it's a homicide.

About to become victim of
"religiocide™, the "murder" of a
religion, in Japan: The Family
Federation, formerly the
Unification Church. Here, its
flag waving in Tokyo

And some scholars have even coined the word "religiocide" for
this case.

We don't have much time left, so | will try to answer four
questions about the "religiocide": Why, when, by whom, and how
was this, or is this crime being perpetrated?

Why? There are many colleagues who have studied the general
hostility of Japan to religion. Japan is a very secular society, but it
also has a long tradition of scapegoating foreign religions for all
the problems of the country.

It was once Christianity, during the interwar period. But up until
now, what's going on now, it was the Jehovah's Witnesses which
are of course an American religion. And now it's the Unification
Church [See editor's note below], which is Korean. And there is a
lot of anti-Korean racism going on as a subtext of this story.

In 2022, Shinzo Abe, the former prime minister, was assassinated by a man whose mother is a member of
the Unification Church. The assassin, Tetsuya Yamagami, was never a member, but he claimed he had

killed Shinzo Abe to punish him for his sympathy for the Unification Church [See editor's note below]. 20
years before, in 2002, Yamagami's mother went bankrupt - he said - because of excessive donations to the

church.

Tetsuya Yamagami, the man
who killed Shinzo Abe, the
former prime minister of Japan

Spiritual Sales.

Hiroshi Yamaguchi, activist
leftwing lawyer and founder and
leading member of National
Network of Lawyers Against
Spiritual Sales (NNLASS)

what they called "spiritual sales".

Never mind that he waited for 20 years. Never mind that members
of the church gave back to the family half of the donations when
the relatives started complaining.

But that [the assassination] was a golden opportunity, which leads
me to the third question - who?

Who promoted this? This was promoted not by politics. Politics
initially tried to resist it - the government. It was promoted by the
media, and the media had been agitated for more than 20 years by
an anti-Unification Church [See editor's note below], an anti-cult
association called the National Network of Lawyers Against

And we know this association, as hinted before, was founded by
members of the Socialist and Communist parties to eliminate the
Unification Church [See editor's note below], an anti-communist
organization, but then to fight conservative religion in general.

And that's why they also go against the Jehovah's Witnesses, but
also against evangelical conservative Christianity and many other
groups.

And this national network was founded in 1987. They tried for
many years, unsuccessfully, to have the Unification Church [See
editor's note below] dissolved, until the assassination of Shinzo
Abe offered them a golden opportunity.

But the opportunity was caught because the campaign existed
before. It had the existed for more than 30 years actually, when
Abe was assassinated.

And finally: how - how they did it.

They did it - and that's the long and the short of the court decision -
by accusing the Unification Church [See editor's note below] of

"Spiritual sales™ is an expression invented by this anti-Unification Church association for sales of small




pagodas, seals and other artifacts - believed to bring good luck - that some believers from the Unification
Church [See editor's note below] back in the 1980s and early 90's were selling for high prices. And then
the lawyers extended the expression "spiritual sales” to donations.

Miniature pagoda sold by
members of the Unification
Church in Japan

Now guestion: Did these sales of artifacts for prices higher than
their value happen? Yes. It happened decades ago and that was not
an activity of the Unification Church [See editor's note below] as a
church. Unification Church is a Christian religion - they don't deal
in Buddhist charms or pagodas. It was an individual activity of
some believers, and these believers were stopped eventually by the
Unification Church. After the Unification Church [See editor's note
below] stopped them, the number of complaints for the so-called
"spiritual sales" decreased to almost zero.

That's not my opinion. That's not the scholars' opinion. That's written in the decision of the dissolution
case that in the last nine or ten years there have been almost no cases - three or four.

Persuaded the government:
Masaki Kito, one of the hostile
lawyers of National Network of
Lawyers Against Spiritual Sales
and Nationwide Unification
Church Damage
Countermeasures Legal Team.
He worked in league with faith-
breakers forcing believers into
lawsuits and exploiting them to
fit narrative: One of the
architects of new law and
advisor to the Japanese
authorities

but there is no evidence for this.

So why was the dissolution pronounced? Because these lawyers
persuaded the government and the court that even if there are no
cases of "spiritual sales", there can be - perhaps hypothetically -
because of the church being a "bad organization". It's true they
stopped, but perhaps tomorrow, they will start again. And it seems
they stopped, but perhaps they didn't, and things are going on under
the table, etc.

But that's all speculation. Their own data, the data of the
government, the data of the court in the dissolution case, say in
recent years there have been no cases of "spiritual sales". That's
extremely important because the reason the court issued a
dissolution order is because of the "spiritual sales".

In the media there has been a campaign that they [church members]
give a bad education to the children. No, that's not part of the court
case and of the dissolution decision. It's only about the donations
and the "spiritual sales", which did not happen in recent years.

Summing it up: within the climate of general hostility to religion,
particularly to foreign religion, an organization founded more than
30 years ago by communist and socialist lawyers to destroy
conservative religion, and in particular the anti-communist
Unification Church, took the opportunity of the assassination of
Shinzo Abe to revamp its campaign and used as the final weapon
the "spiritual sales". The name (term) was invented by those
lawyers, but it was referring to something which some members of
the Unification Church [See editor's note below] did decades ago,
and which had stopped.

But it was said perhaps it didn't stop, perhaps it goes on secretly,

So we have a legally sanctioned "religiocide", or killing of a religion, which is not supported by evidence.
It's motivated by politics and takes advantage of a climate hostile to conservative religion in general in a
deeply secular society, and a society with a considerable degree of xenophobia where many are happy to
bash a church whose headquarters are in Korea.

Thank you.

[Editor's note: Although Dr. Introvigne uses the name Unification Church, in 2015 the religious
organization in Japan officially changed its name to the Family Federation for World Peace and

Unification.]

Related to "religiocide"” - Japan's "murder": Japan Following the Way of China

Also related to "religiocide” - Japan's "murder": Media Stereotypes and Misinformation

Challenged

Also related to "religiocide” - Japan's "murder": Media Criticized for Stereotyping Minorities



Also related to "religiocide" - Japan's "murder": After the N-Word: Is "Cult" Next Term to Be
Banned?

Also related to "religiocide™ - Japan's "murder": Japan's Dissolution Case Echoes China's
Playbook

And also related to "religiocide" - Japan's "murder": "Lawyers Lying and Shaming Japan" for 50
Years

More, related to "religiocide” - Japan's "murder": Lawfare: State Uses Legal System in War on
Faith

Also related to "religiocide™ - Japan's "murder": Media/Legal Expert: Communism Behind
Persecution

And more, related to "religiocide” - Japan's "murder™: Militant Lawyers Dictate Government
Policy

And more, related to "religiocide™ - Japan's "murder": Media Helping Terrorist Reach His Goal

Related to "religiocide" - Japan's "murder": Kishida Administration Giving in to Terrorism

And more, related to "religiocide” - Japan's "murder": 12 Religious Freedom NGOs Denouncing
Japan

Yet more, related to "religiocide” - Japan's "murder": Japanese Communists' Final War

Still more, related to "religiocide™ - Japan's "murder": Political and Social Activism behind
Oppression

And yet more, related to "religiocide"” - Japan's "murder": Opposition Inciting Regime to
Excessive Steps

And still more, related to "religiocide" - Japan's "murder": Journalist Reveals Ugly Leftwing
Conspiracy

And even more, related to "religiocide” - Japan's "murder": Gingrich: Kishida Joining Communist
Campaign

Yet more, related to "religiocide"” - Japan's "murder": The 3 Enemies of Religious Liberty

Still more, related to "religiocide” - Japan's "murder": Lawyer Exposes Dirty Leftwing Plot

And yet more, related to "religiocide"” - Japan's "murder": Inhuman Government-Supported Mass
Deprogramming

And still more, related to "religiocide" - Japan's "murder": Bias: No Right to Respond for
Religious Minority

And even more, related to "religiocide” - Japan's "murder": Collusion to Rob Minority of Its
Rights

Yet more, related to "religiocide” - Japan's "murder": State and Media Creating "Today's Non-
Citizens"

Still more, related to "religiocide” - Japan's "murder": Japan Criticized for Glaring Rights
Violations

And yet more, related to "religiocide™ - Japan's "murder": Two European Scholars Warning Japan
















