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They called it "rescue" - Paris attorney explains how families were pressured, freedoms stripped, 

and testimonies forced to enable activist lawyers to produce civil cases against religious minority 

Family Federation 

 

Despite Japan's Obligations Under International Law, Systemic Rights Violations Were Carried 

Out with Impunity 

 

2nd part of a speech by Attorney Patricia Duval at a side event 

organized by the Universal Peace Federation (UPF) at the 59th 

session of the Human Rights Council, in hall 25 of the United 

Nations Office in Geneva, Switzerland 16th June 2025. Patricia 

Duval is a member of the Paris Bar Association, specializing in 

international human rights law. She has defended the rights of 

religious and faith minorities both in France and internationally. 

 

See part 1: 4,300 Victims: Huge Ignored Deprogramming Scandal 

 

The last point I want to stress in his [Koide's] testimony is that at 

some point he realized he could not escape from the confinement 

because he had the whole family, a team of 12 people, watching 

him night and day. 

 

The deprogrammers asked the parents to quit their jobs, and they 

spent a fortune for not having a job anymore and paying the 

deprogrammer. 

 

They were there until the end. The father even said, "I have to kill 

you; I will kill you." It meant they were going to the end. This is what the deprogrammers asked the 

parents to do. They were pushing the parents to do full confinement. 

 

So he understood he could not escape. What happened is that he 

feigned. He pretended to have lost his faith, and the 

deprogrammers were really looking for those who were pretending. 

So he was put through a rehabilitation period where he had to 

prove that he actually had lost his faith. 

 

This is why he was asked to do criticism in the media. He had 

media interviews where he was coached by the deprogrammer, and 

he had to be really strong against the Church. 

 

He had to visit other confined members to give them a lot of 

criticism against the Church. And then finally he was taken to the 

lawyers to file a financial claim against the Church. He had to do 

all that to prove his apostasy from the Church. 
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This is something that we don't really understand here in the West because we think, 

 

"OK, they have decided to not 

believe in the church anymore. 

And they could just change their 

mind, and that's it." 

 

But it's not the point. The point 

is, years later, even 20 years 

later, they thought they could be 

abducted and confined again. 

They still had the pressure. 

 

 

The only thing that freed him, 

gave him freedom of speech and 

freedom of choice is that he 

wrote a book. He published a 

book before coming open again. 

So he was protected. He could 

not be confined again. 

 

And this is why now he's 

testifying. 

 

The thing is that all the cases 

that were built against the 

Church and serve as a 

dissolution basis, all those cases 

have been fabricated. They have 

been filed by people under 

coercion who had no resentment against the Church, and who did not consider themselves as victims. 

 

They considered themselves as having a serious problem with family that they wanted to solve. 

 

And this is the way they did it. 

 

And so I really wanted to make this point clear because this is what I think is really striking in your 

[Hirohisa Koide's] testimony. 
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The panel of speakers at the side event to the 59th session of the 
Human Rights Council in Geneva, Switzerland on 16th June 2025. 

From left: Norishige Kondo, Attorney Patricia Duval, Heiner 
Handschin, Dr. Massimo lntrovigne, Dr. Hirohisa Koide. Photo: 
Screenshot from video recording by UPF. 

1st part of a speech by Attorney Patricia Duval at a side event 

organized by the Universal Peace Federation (UPF) at the 59th 
session of the Human Rights Council, in ha/125 of the United Nations 

Office in Geneva, Switzerland 16th June 2025. Patricia Duval is a 

member of the Paris Bar Association, specializing in international 
human rights law. She has defended the rights of religious and faith 

minorities both in France and internationally. 

See part 2: Abduction Called Rescue - It Was Confinement 

After th is appall ing and very reveal ing testimony, I wi ll just make a 

few comments to explain the situation. 

Family in Japan: daughter offering a full 
bow (dogeza (±'FJ§l) to her parents. 
Illustration: Chat GPT, 19th June 2025. 

First, the power of 

family in Japan. 

Al l the kidnapped and 

confined so-called 

deprogrammed 
members were adults. 

Stil l, even if they were 
50 years old - I don't 

know what age - they 

had to fol low the 
t rad ition, fol low their 

parents' advice and 

choices for them. 

It's just a factor that I 
wanted to mention to 

explain the situation 

and how 
deprogramming [See 

editor 's note below] was raging in Japan in the 1980s and 90s mostly. 

Even if the t radition and fami ly authority are a bit less strong w ith the 
young people now, in the 80s and 90s, it was really very, very strict. 

And h is father [the father of Hirohisa Koide] had been trained in the 

mil itary, and he was influenced also by that. 

But I wanted to stress the power of family because this is one thing I 

was wondering about in my report to the UN: Is there freedom of 

rel igion or bel ief for adults -overage - in Japan? 

I mean, if there is no choice, if they have no choice as regards their 

rel igions, it's a big problem. 

Japan is committed to protect 

freedom of religion or belief by 

signing the International Covenant 

on Civil and Political Rights. And it 

should follow and respect its 

commitments. This is one big point 

t hat has to be changed and evolved 

in Japan. 

But anyway, this situation did not 

'ii' I I 
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International Covenant on 

Civil and Political Rights 

happen by chance. There was a group of lawyers, like Koide 

mentioned, and a group of pastors. They had converging interests. 

Politically motivated leftwing lawyers from National Network of 
Lawyers Against Spiritual Sales (NNLASS) at press conference after 
dissolution verdict 25th March 2025. From left: Katsuomi Abe, Hiroshi 
Yamaguchi, Masaki Kita. Photo: Screenshot from Bitter Winter 

This group of lawyers was close to the Communist Party. They fought 

the Unification Church because it opposed the expansion of 

communism in Asia after World War II. Communism was therefore 
threatening spirituality in the area because communism was atheistic 
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and eliminating relig ions. 

The Unification Church and its founder Reverend Moon started to 

oppose communism and started to have enemies in this regard. 

The group of lawyers who were politically motivated sta rted to attack 

the Church and openly state they were going for the destruction of 
the Unification Church. 

They are the same who are still operating today and pushing for 

d issolution of the religious corporation, which they obtained in the 

first instance at the District Court. Now the decision is appealed to 
the High Court. 

It is stil l the same lawyers, and they are sti l l with their agenda to this 

day. 

Pastors had also started 

deprogramming on their own 

because they saw the Unification 
Church as a competing rel igion. I 

think it's an important point to know 

that at some point the pastors and 
the lawyers started to announce a 

common agenda and a common 

practice. They called it "rescue of 

believers". 

It was actually deprogramming [See 

editor's note below]. They didn't say 

openly that it was confinement and 

Illustration of professional 
faith-breaker and pastor 
Takeo Funada (/f,JEIJfitlJt). 
Image: Grok xAI, 2025. 

Being kidnapped to be held in detention in 
order to one's faith coercively broken. The 
illustration is from the case ofToru Coto, who 
was held in captivity by his own family and 
faith-breakers for 12 years and 5 months. 
Image: National Association of Victims of 
Abduction, Confinement, and Forced 
Deconversion 

abduction, but this is 

what it was. And 

coerced persuasion 

to leave the fa ith. 

The parents who had 

been made anxious 

about t heir children's 

choice to join the 

Unification Church 

started to look 

around for solutions. 

They turned to the 

pastors because they 

were proposing their 

"help", so-called 

"help", which was 

actually coercive 

"rescue". 

And the lawyers 

recommended the 
deprogrammers to 

the parents. They 

recommended to the parents to use the "rescue services" of the 

pastors. 

This is how it became a nationwide activity. It's from the testimonies 

of the deprogramming [See ed itor's note below ] pastors t hemselves 

in court we know it became a nationwide activity. They admitted it. It 

was a nationwide activity to deprogram the believers of the 

Unification Church. 

And this is how we come to the figure of 4,300 believers who've been 

subjected to that very violent practice successful ly or unsuccessfully. 

Fortunately, most of it was unsuccessful because they only have 32 

civi l cou rt cases that they rely on to ask for the d issolution of the 

Church - 32 court cases over 40 years, and 4 ,300 deprogrammed 

members. 

So you see, the results are very few. But anyhow, they relied on these 

very old cases to now ask for a dissolution of the Church, using the 

same campaigns - media campaigns saying the Church has made 

lots of victims and so on. 

But where are the victims? The victims are victims of 

deprogramming! [See ed itor's note below ] 

Edited version. 

Continued in part 2. 

See part 2: Abduction Called Rescue - It Was Confinement 



United Nations Office in Geneva, Switzerland 16th June 2025. Photo: 

Screenshot from video recording by UPF. 

[Editor's note: Coercive faith-breaking ("dep rogramming") in Japan 

refers to the practice of coercively attem pting to separate ind iv iduals 

from their rel ig ious affi liations or beliefs, typica lly t hrough 

intervention by fami ly members, professiona l fa it h-b reakers 

(deprogrammers) or organizations hosti le to new religious 

movements (NRMs). This phenomenon often targets members of 

such movement s, e.g. relat ively large fa iths l ike the Family Federation 

o r Jehovah's W it nesses, but also smaller groups l ike Happy Science 

(Kofuku no Kagaku) and othe r newer religious movements. 

Also subject to faith-breaking attempts: Members of Soka Cakkai. 
Here stud ents belon ging to the faith in 2007. Photo: Wikimedia 
Commons. License: CC ASA 3.0 Unp. Cropped 

However, also Soka Gakkai, a Buddhist-based lay organ ization w ith 
more t han 8 m illion Japanese members, and affi liated w it h Nich iren 

Buddhism, has occasiona lly been subject to fa ith-breaking att em pts. 

The practice gained attent ion in the latter half of t he 20th century, 

particu larly in the 1980s and 1990s. Parents or concerned family 
members often hired fa ith-breakers w ho taught t hem how to abduct 

and forcib ly detain believers. Almost all such cases involved confining 

t he ind iv idual believer and cutting him o r her off from the re lig ious 
community. During the confinement, the believer was subjected t o 

intense questioning or indoct rination designed to break his or her 

faith. The aim was to "rescue" t he person from w hat t he family often 

had been t r icked by fa ith-breakers or lawyers to regard as harmful 

influence from t he relig ious organization. 

Crit ics of forced de-conversion argue t hat it violates fundamental 

human rig hts, including freedom of thought, relig ion, and association. 

Reports of psycholog ica l t rauma and accusations of unlawfu l 

detention have sparked debates over its et h ica l and legal 

implicat ions. In response, some relig ious g roups, particu larly NRMs, 

have lobbied for greater protections against such practices. 

Japanese courts have been inconsistent in addressing cases of 

coercive faith-breaking . While some verd icts have condemned t he 

practice as illega l detent ion, ot hers have been more lenient, citing 

fam ily concerns about "ment al healt h" or alleged "explo itation" as 

mitigat ing factors.] 
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