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Leading expert on international human rights law calls Tokyo District Court's 

dissolution order a "parody of justice", warning that Japan is rapidly becoming 

"the land of the setting sun" 

 

Tokyo, 27th March 2025 - Published as an article in the Japanese newspaper Sekai 

Nippo. Republished with permission. Translated from Japanese. Original article. 

 

"The Land of the Rising Sun Becomes the Land of the Setting Sun" 

 

International Human Rights Lawyer Criticizes Tokyo District Court Over Dissolution 

Order for Family Federation 

 

by the editorial department of Sekai Nippo 

 

Following the Tokyo District Court's decision 

on 25th March to order the dissolution of the 

Family Federation for World Peace and 

Unification (formerly the Unification Church) 

at the request of the Ministry of Education, 

Culture, Sports, Science and Technology 

(MEXT), French international human rights 

lawyer Patricia Duval contributed a comment 

to our paper titled, "Will Japan, the Land of the 

Rising Sun, Become the Land of the Setting 

Sun in Terms of Freedom?" She writes, 

 

"The Tokyo District Court's decision is a 

'parody of justice'. The ruling appears as 

though it was written long ago, and the trial 

itself was nothing more than a pretense of 

delivering justice. This is because the court 

ignored all the arguments put forth by the defense and made no attempt to address them in its ruling." 

 

At the end of last year, cross-examinations of witnesses - selected from both the Ministry's side and the 

religious organization's side - revealed fabricated and distorted testimonies from the Ministry. Yet, the 
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Is Japan becoming the land of the setting sun? 

Here, a sunset at Porto Covo, west coast of 

Portugal 



 

 

court remained silent on this matter. Likewise, the court ignored the fact that many of the Ministry's 

witnesses had undergone abduction, confinement, and forced renunciation of faith, with testimonies 

dating back decades. 

 

The judges have made a "reasonable inference" 

[See editor's note below] despite the lack of 

evidence proving the "continuity" of unlawful 

acts. The court also remained silent on the 

violations of international human rights law, 

which I particularly emphasize. Even evidence 

provided by the defense - demonstrating that 

the religious organization refunded donations 

in good faith - was twisted by the court and 

used against the religious organization as proof 

of wrongdoing. 

 

In this "I win, you lose" game, the religious 

organization has no chance of victory. 

 

Despite the absence of any concrete legal 

violations or criminal acts, the Tokyo District 

Court ordered the dissolution of the religious 

corporation on grounds of "deviation from 

social norms" and "harm to public welfare". In 

other words, this amounts to "the social 

exclusion of a religious minority". 

 

 

[Editor's note: In a court case, "reasonable inference" refers to a conclusion that a judge or jury can 

logically draw from the evidence presented, even if it is not explicitly stated. It is based on facts, 

circumstances, and common-sense reasoning rather than mere speculation or guesswork. 

 

A reasonable inference must stem from actual evidence introduced in the case, not just assumptions. In 

the above case, it is claimed that the judges use reasonable inference "despite the lack of evidence proving 

the 'continuity' of unlawful acts." And it is precisely the continuity of unlawful acts that is a key condition 

for dissolution. The judges appeared to have inferred a continuity that is not there, as there have been 

virtually no civil cases brought against the Family Federation since 2009.] 

 

Related to Japan becoming the land of the setting sun: "Poorly Compiled Evidence Including 

Falsehoods" 

 

Also related to Japan becoming the land of the setting sun: Huge Scandal: "Ministry Is Falsifying 

Affidavits" 

 

Also related to Japan becoming the land of the setting sun: "Outrageous Verdict Allows State 

Persecution" 

 

Also related to Japan becoming the land of the setting sun: Dissolution: The Danger of Secretive 

Proceedings 

 

Also related to Japan becoming the land of the setting sun: Japan's New Laws to Curb New 

Religious Movements 

 

Also related to Japan becoming the land of the setting sun: New Law Designed to Bankrupt 

Family Federation 

 

Also related to Japan becoming the land of the setting sun: Religious Faith Framed as Mental 

Health Concern 

 

Also related to Japan becoming the land of the setting sun: Terms from Consumer Law Used to 

Rob Faith 

 

And also related to Japan becoming the land of the setting sun: New Law Manufacturing 

"Victims", Dividing Families 

 

And also related to Japan becoming the land of the setting sun: Maverick Minister Lets "3 Foxes 

in the Henhouse" 

 

 
Japanese judges using "reasonable inference" in 

order to dissolve religious minority organization 

even though there was no evidence for it 



 

 

More, related to Japan becoming the land of the setting sun: Journalist Reveals Ugly Leftwing 

Conspiracy 

 

And more, related to Japan becoming the land of the setting sun: Militant Lawyers Dictate 

Government Policy 

 

And more, related to Japan becoming the land of the setting sun: Courts Using Debunked 

Concepts Against Minority 

 

Also related to Japan becoming the land of the setting sun: Dissolution Case: Wild Claims, Illegal 

Actions 

 

Also related to Japan becoming the land of the setting sun: 2nd-Generation Members Protesting 

Persecution 

 

Also related to Japan becoming the land of the setting sun: Inhuman Government-Supported 

Mass Deprogramming 

 

And also related to Japan becoming the land of the setting sun: Bias: No Right to Respond for 

Religious Minority 

 

More, related to Japan becoming the land of the setting sun: Collusion to Rob Minority of Its 

Rights 

 

And more, related to Japan becoming the land of the setting sun: State and Media Creating 

"Today's Non-Citizens" 

 

Still more, related to Japan becoming the land of the setting sun: Japan Criticized for Glaring 

Rights Violations 

 

Even more, related to Japan becoming the land of the setting sun: Two European Scholars 

Warning Japan 

 

And yet more, related to Japan becoming the land of the setting sun: Japan Censured at Religious 

Freedom Event 

 

And still more, related to Japan becoming the land of the setting sun: Lawyer Exposes Dirty 

Leftwing Plot 

 

And even more, related to Japan becoming the land of the setting sun: Inhuman Government-

Supported Mass Deprogramming 

 

And still more, related to Japan becoming the land of the setting sun: Malicious One-Sided 

Government Source Selection 

 

More, related to Japan becoming the land of decline: Government's Foul Play Pointed Out 

 

More, related to Japan becoming the land of decline: Kishida Has Opened Can of Worms 

 

 

 



RELIGIOUS FREEDOM T COMMEMORATING T 

Blatantly "Being Robbed" Of 
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Family Federation leader slams 
dissolution order, claiming being 
robbed of assets represents being 
robbed of freedom of religion and 
human rights 

Tokyo, 28th March 2025 - Published as an article in 

the Japanese newspaper Sekai Nippo. Republished 

with permission. Translated from Japanese. Original 

article. 
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Tomihiro Tanaka (fficpmJZ:), president of the Family Federation for 

World Peace and Unification (formerly the Unification Church). 

which was ordered to be dissolved by the Tokyo District Court, held a 

press conference on 27th March at the Foreign Correspondents' Club 

of Japan in Tokyo. 

Tanaka expressed his strong 

dissatisfaction with the court's 

ruling, stating, "It is extremely 

regrettable that our cla ims were 

not recognized." He reiterated 

his belief that there is no valid 

reason for the dissolution of the 

Family Federation. 

During the Q&A session, when 

asked whether the organization 

could continue its religious 

activities even without its 

corporate status, Tanaka 

responded, 

"If it were only about 
freedom of thought, that 

Imbalanced scale of justice in 
dissolution case as solid claims 
by Family Federation were not 
recognized. Photo: 991joseph I 
Wikimedia Commons. Public 
domain image 

m ight be true. However, 

freedom of religion also includes the right to preach and 
hold gatherings." 

He emphasized that if the dissolution leads to the confiscation of the 

organization's assets, "it wou ld make it impossible for us to take 

action to protect our human rights." 

He also pointed out that some local governments have declared a 

severance of ties with the organization, and stated, 

"This situation goes beyond just religious freedom -

believers are even being deprived of their right to live." 

Regarding media coverage of the organization, Tanaka argued that 
"some reports were d istorted or mal iciously p resented", suggesting 

that biased information has spread throughout society. 

Norishige Kondo (ili~~!a). Deputy 

Director of the Legal Affairs Office at the 

Family Federation headquarters, who 

attended the press conference, explained 

that since the religious organization's 

compl iance declaration [See ed itor's note 

below] in 2009, the number of lawsuits 

has significantly decreased, a fact that 
was "clearly acknowledged" in the court's 

decision. 

On the other hand, he criticized the 

ruling for including assumptions about 

"potential harm that may exist even if 

it is not visible," stating that it involved 

speculation in recognizing alleged 

illegal activities. He also expressed 

concern that the revocation of corporate 

status was carried out through a process 

with "sloppy standards", saying, "I feel a 

strong sense of unease about this." 

Norishige Kondo, here 
speaking in Tokyo 10th 
Sep. 2023. Photo: 
Screenshot from live 
transmission by National 
Association of Victims of 
Abduction, Confinement, 
and Forced Deconversion 

[Editor's note: The 2009 compliance declaration of t he Unification 

Church of Japan (now the Family Federation for World Peace and 

Unification) was a formal commitment by t he organization t o reform 
it s pract ices in response to longst and ing pub lic criticism and legal 

cha llenges. 

The Unification Church in Japan had faced numerous allegations 

related to recruitment tactics and donation solicitation, termed 
"spir itua l sales" (1il1®\iffi;! ) by a hostile network of activ ist lawyers w ho 

had declared t he religious organization an enemy. These issues led to 

m ult ip le lawsuits o rchestrated by the activ ist lawyers and significant 
m edia backlash. This prom pted the organization to t ake m easures t o 

restore its reputation and demonstrate compliance wit h lega l and 

ethical standards. 

The religious organization p ledged to stop possib ly unethica l 

donation p ract ices, including w hat the hosti le net work of lawyers 

c laim ed amounted to "pressuring mem bers into making large 

financial contributions under spiritual p retexts." 

This was in response to accusations from the sam e activ ist lawyers 

t hat fol lowers "were being manipu lated into g iv ing away substantial 
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amounts or money or property: 

The Unification Church stated it would enhance internal oversight to 

ensure compliance w ith ethical and legal standards. Measures 

included better t raining for leaders and stricter guidelines for 

evangelization and solicitation of donations. 

After th is compliance declaration, t here was a significant decrease in 
t he number of lawsuits against the Unification Church - since 2015 

called t he Family Federation. The religious organization has used this 

as evidence that it has improved its practices and should not be 

subject to dissolution.] 

Featured image above: To the right: Tomihiro Tanaka ((HJq:>~JL;}}, 

President of the Family Federation in Japan, speaking at a press 

conference at the Foreign Correspondents' Club of Japan on the 
afternoon of 2'J(h March in Tokyo. To the left: Norishige Kondo (j/iiffeti 

it) Photo: Takahide Ishii (li##!ilff). 
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