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Family Federation of Europe and the Middle east issues statement
on dissolution that aligns Japan with pariah states that deny their
citizens the right to freedom of religion

by Dr. Michael Balcomb

The March 25 decision by the Tokyo District
Court to grant the government's request for a
dissolution order against the Family Federation
of Japan (formerly known as the Unification
Church) is an embarrassment for Japan and a
troubling setback for religious freedom.

By this act, the Japanese government has shamefully abandoned the
core principles of human rights and religious liberty enshrined in
the United Nations conventions that Japan itself has signed and
committed to uphold. It now aligns itself with pariah states that
routinely deny their citizens the fundamental right to freedom of

Aware of its own misconduct and vulnerability to international
scrutiny, the Ishiba administration took the unprecedented step of
rejecting a fact-finding visit by Dr. Nazila Ghanea, the United
Nations Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Religion and Belief
[See editor's note below]. This refusal speaks volumes about the
lack of transparency and the profound injustice of this ruling.

The Family Federation, founded 70 years ago by the late Rev. Sun
Myung Moon and now led by his wife, Dr. Hak Ja Han Moon, is a
young yet vibrant global faith community with devoted followers
across more than 175 countries. Throughout our history, we have
consistently placed our accountability first to God, and no
government's approval or disapproval has ever altered our mission
or our deeply held convictions.

Despite this unjust persecution and discriminatory action by the
Japanese authorities, we firmly believe our members in Japan will

emerge stronger in their faith. Our prayers, solidarity, and unwavering support are with them during this

challenging time.

Dr. Michael Balcomb serves as the President of the Family Federation for Europe and the Middle East,



and as National Director of the Family Federation in the United Kingdom. His wife, Fumiko Balcomb,
was born in Japan.

[Editor's note: A Special Rapporteur (or Independent Expert) is an independent human rights expert
appointed by the United Nations (UN) to provide reports or advice on human rights issues from either a
thematic or country-specific perspective. These experts are selected by the UN Human Rights Council
and operate independently of any government, playing a crucial role in monitoring the actions of
sovereign nations and demaocratically elected governments.

Special Rapporteurs do not receive financial compensation from the United Nations for their work.
However, they receive support from the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human
Rights and are often funded by charities and corporations. Annually, they convene in Geneva to discuss
common issues, coordinate their efforts, and engage with various stakeholders, including states and civil
society organizations.

These experts frequently conduct fact-finding missions to investigate human rights violation allegations

in different countries. In addition to these missions, they regularly review complaints from alleged victims
of human rights abuses. If a complaint is verified, they send an urgent letter or appeal to the concerned
government. Even without a specific complaint, Special Rapporteurs can intervene on behalf of
individuals or groups at their discretion.]
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