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Sapporo High and District Court in Chuo-ku, Sapporo, Hokkaido, Japan

Family Federation wins appeal in donation case as Sapporo High Court rejects
'mind control’ claims advocated by activist lawyer

Tokyo, 14th March 2025 - Published as an article in the Japanese newspaper Sekai
Nippo. Republished with permission. Translated from Japanese. Original article.

Plaintiff Drops Claims in "'Donation Lawsuit"
Sapporo High Court Confirms Victory for Former Unification Church

by the editorial department of Sekai Nippo

Sekai Nippo
In an appeal trial at the Sapporo High Court, a lawsuit filed by the relatives of a

husband against him, his wife, and the Family Federation for World Peace and Unification (FFWPU,
formerly the Unification Church) came to an end on 12th March 2025, after the plaintiffs withdrew their
claims. The plaintiffs had argued that they had suffered harm because the couple donated money from the
deceased father's estate to the religious organization. As a result of the withdrawal, the Family
Federation's victory was confirmed. The first trial, held at the Sapporo District Court in March of last
year, had also ruled in favor of the Family Federation.

On 13th March, the Family Federation
released a statement regarding its "complete
victory in the donation-related lawsuit at the
Sapporo High Court," emphasizing that
already the district court had "entirely
rejected" claims based on "mind control".

The statement also criticized attorney Masaki
Gouro (4FF&EEE), who represented the
plaintiffs, arguing that his claims were
effectively advocating for the "mind control"
theory. As an example, it cited his written
arguments, which stated that "a person's entire
personality is transformed into a Unification
Church-type personality (# —{HSHIA)
for life" and that "through the process of
missionary work and indoctrination,
individuals are made to engage in unlawful
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to claim refund decades later! Here, a Japanese Unification Church."
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Additionally, the Family Federation urged the
Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT) to carefully consider the
implications of civil court rulings in cases where former Unification Church members, who allegedly
were victims of abduction and coercive faith-breaking (forced de-conversion) [See editor's note below],
acted as plaintiffs. The organization pointed out that of the 32 civil lawsuits cited as evidence in the
ministry's dissolution request filed with the Tokyo District Court, four were handled by attorney Gouro,




all of which promoted the "mind control" theory.

Editor's note: Coercive faith-breaking in Japan refers to the practice of coercively attempting to separate
individuals from their religious affiliations or beliefs, typically through intervention by family members,
professional faith-breakers (deprogrammers) or organizations hostile to new religious movements
(NRMs). This phenomenon often targets members of such movements, e.g. relatively large faiths like the
Family Federation or Jehovah's Witnesses, but also smaller groups like Happy Science (Kofuku no
Kagaku) and other newer religious movements. However, also Soka Gakkai, a Buddhist-based lay
organization with more than 8 million Japanese members, and affiliated with Nichiren Buddhism, has
occasionally been subject to faith-breaking attempts.

The practice gained attention in the latter half of the 20th century, particularly in the 1980s and 1990s.
Parents or concerned family members often hired faith-breakers who taught them how to abduct and
forcibly detain believers. Almost all such cases involved confining the individual believer and cutting him
or her off from the religious community. During the confinement, the believer was subjected to intense
questioning or indoctrination designed to break his or her faith. The aim was to "rescue" the person from
what the family often had been tricked by faith-breakers or lawyers to regard as harmful influence from
the religious organization.

Critics of forced de-conversion argue that it violates fundamental human rights, including freedom of
thought, religion, and association. Reports of psychological trauma and accusations of unlawful detention
have sparked debates over its ethical and legal implications. In response, some religious groups,
particularly NRMs, have lobbied for greater protections against such practices.

Japanese courts have been inconsistent in addressing cases of coercive faith-breaking. While some
verdicts have condemned the practice as illegal detention, others have been more lenient, citing family

concerns about "mental health" or alleged "exploitation" as mitigating factors.

Related to dismissal of "mind control" claims: "Poorly Compiled Evidence Including Falsehoods"

Also related to dismissal of "mind control" claims: Huge Scandal: "Ministry Is Falsifying
Affidavits"

And also related to dismissal of "mind control" claims: Flawed, Deceptive Evidence Gathering by
State

And more, related to dismissal of "mind control" claims: Alleged Evidence Tampering in
Dissolution Case

And still more, related to dismissal of "mind control” claims: Big Paper: State Accused of
Altering Evidence

Also related to dismissal of "mind control" claims: Japan's New Laws to Curb New Religious
Movements

And also related to dismissal of "mind control” claims: New Law Designed to Bankrupt Family
Federation

Also related to dismissal of "mind control" claims: Terms from Consumer Law Used to Rob Faith

And also related to dismissal of "mind control" claims: New Law Manufacturing "Victims",
Dividing Families

More, related to dismissal of "mind control" claims: Maverick Minister Lets "3 Foxes in the
Henhouse"

Even more, related to dismissal of "mind control" claims: Journalist Reveals Ugly Leftwing
Conspiracy

And more, related to dismissal of "mind control" claims: Militant Lawyers Dictate Government
Policy

And more, related to dismissal of "mind control” claims: Courts Using Debunked Concepts
Against Minority

Also related to dismissal of "mind control" claims: Dissolution Case: Wild Claims, Illegal
Actions




Also related to dismissal of "mind control” claims: 2nd-Generation Members Protesting
Persecution

Also related to dismissal of "mind control" claims: Inhuman Government-Supported Mass
Deprogramming

And also related to dismissal of "mind control" claims: Bias: No Right to Respond for Religious
Minority

More, related to dismissal of "mind control" claims: Collusion to Rob Minority of Its Rights

And more, related to dismissal of "mind control" claims: State and Media Creating "Today's Non-
Citizens"

Still more, related to dismissal of "mind control" claims: Japan Criticized for Glaring Rights
Violations

Even more, related to dismissal of "mind control" claims: Two European Scholars Warning Japan

And yet more, related to dismissal of "mind control" claims: Japan Censured at Religious
Freedom Event

And still more, related to dismissal of "mind control" claims: Lawyer Exposes Dirty Leftwing
Plot

And even more, related to dismissal of claims: Inhuman Government-Supported Mass
Deprogramming

And still more, related to dismissal of claims: Malicious One-Sided Government Source Selection

More, related to dismissal of claims: Government's Foul Play Pointed Out

More, related to dismissal of claims: Kishida Has Opened Can of Worms






















