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Press conference disclosing the allegations, released on March 11, 2025, via the YouTube channel 

"Ogasawara Family Church Channel". Hiroshi Ogasawara (right) and attorney Shinichi Tokunaga 

 

Dissolution order controversy: Family Federation follower takes legal action 

against government ministry officials over alleged forgery 

 

Tokyo, 11th March 2025 - Published as an article in the Japanese newspaper Sekai 

Nippo. Republished with permission. Translated from Japanese. Original article. 

 

Ministry of Education Officials Accused 

 

Family Federation Follower Alleges Fabrication of Statement 

 

by the editorial department of Sekai Nippo 

 

A male follower of the Family Federation for World Peace and Unification (formerly 

the Unification Church) filed a criminal complaint with the Tokyo District Public Prosecutors Office on 

10th March 2025, accusing officials from Japan's Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science, and 

Technology (MEXT) of document forgery and the use of forged documents. This comes amid allegations 

that statements submitted by MEXT as evidence in its request for a dissolution order against the 

organization at the Tokyo District Court may have been fabricated. 
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The individual filing the complaint is Hiroshi Ogasawara (小笠原裕), a 

follower of the Family Federation. He announced the accusation in a 

video released on YouTube on 11th March. 

 

The complaint targets three MEXT officials responsible for drafting statements from two former 

followers of the Family Federation, which were used as witness testimony in the court proceedings 

regarding the dissolution order. 

 

Ogasawara expressed outrage, stating, 

 

"We have dedicated our lives to this faith. As a believer, it is unbearable to see fabricated evidence used 
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to justify the dissolution order." 

 

 
YouTube channel of Ogasawara Family Church, where the announcement was made on March 11  

 

He emphasized that the criminal complaint would ensure that "a third-party perspective properly 

examines the matter." 

 

Attorney Shinichi Tokunaga( 徳永信一), representing the complainant, questioned the integrity of the 

entire legal process, saying, 

 

"This raises serious doubts about whether other procedures were conducted fairly as well." 

 

On 19th February 2025, the Family Federation 

published a report titled "MEXT's Fabrication of 

False Evidence - The Grave Crime of State Power 

Exposed in the Dissolution Order Lawsuit." In it, 

the organization pointed out multiple fabricated or 

false statements, including those from the two former members whose testimonies were used in the case. 

Additionally, on 7th March, the Family Federation formally requested an explanation from the Agency 

for Cultural Affairs regarding the alleged fabrication. 
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Former entrance of the Tokyo governm ent bui lding housing 
MEXT, the Japan Sports Agency, and the Agency for Cultural 
A ffa irs - Ch iyoda, Tokyo. Pho to (2009 ): Dick Th omas Johnson. 
License: CC Attr 2.0 Gen 

Concerns have arisen regarding the Ministry of Education, 

Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT) and its 

submission of statements as evidence to the Tokyo District 

Court in support of a dissolution order for the Family 

Federation for World Peace and Unification (formerly the 

Unification Church). Individuals whose names appear in the 

submitted evidence have reported to this newspaper that 

they were neither consulted nor did t hey provide 
statements aligning with what was submitted. 

A new allegation has surfaced from a person claiming she 
was unknowingly included as part of the ministry's 

evidence for the dissolution order. Additionally, it has come 

to light that former members of religious groups unrelated 

to the Family Federation were included as "victims" in the 

statements. This suggests a pattern of careless or even 

deceptive evidence gathering by MEXT. 

"My words were misused" - a devout member's anger 

Yukie Sugiya (pseudonym}, a woman in her 70s living in 

Sapporo, Hokkaido, and a current member of the Family 

Federation, says, 

" I have never been so disrespected. My st atements 

were tw isted, and I feel deeply hurt ." 
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Allegations of careless or even 
deceptive evidence gathering by 

MEXT. Here, the sym bol o f the Ministry 

of Educat ion, Culture, Sports, Science 
and Technology of Japan. Photo: Xf11Jf-.:/­
# fif (MEXT Japan)/ Wikimedia 
Comm ons. License: CC Attr 4.0 Int 

Sugiya, who 

regularly attends 

her local church, 

was shocked to 

learn last year that 

court documents 

she had been 

involved with were 

being used as 

evidence in MEXT's 

request for a 

dissolution order. 

The documents in question date back to 7988 when former 

Family Federation members sued the organization in the 

Sapporo District Court. Sugiya had testified in that case as a 

witness supporting the Family Federation. 

Sugiya was 

once close to 

one of the 

pla intiffs, a 

former 

member 

who had left 

the 

organization, 

claiming its 

teachings 

were flawed. 

However, in 

her 

testimony, 

Sugiya st ated 

that the 

woman had 

suddenly 

become 

Drawing depict ing kidnapping of a member 

of the Family Federation in Japan. 
Image: Japanese Victims' Association 
against Religious Kidnapping and Forced 
Conversion 

unreachable for about a year, leading her to bel ieve that the 

rea l reason fo r her departure was abduction and 

confinement by her relatives. 

Sugiya testified in court to defend her faith and to expose the 

rea lity of coercive faith-breaking through abduction and 

conf inement. Despite th is, her testimony has now been 

submitted as "victim evidence" supporting the d issolution of 

the Family Federation - w ithout any prior consu ltation o r 

conf irmation from M EXT. She sa id angrily, 

"The people trying to dissolve the Family 

Federation are twisting the narrative in their 

favor. This is beyond common sense!" 

She is now working with the Family Federation to demand 

that MEXT remove her testimony from its evidence. 

Unrelated religious group's former member also included 

as a "victim" 

Another case has emerged in western Japan, further 

exposing the flaws in MEXT's evidence gathering. An 

investigation into t he membership records of a woman who 

contributed a statement to MEXT found no trace of her ever 

having been affiliated w ith the Family Federation. 

Upon fu rther inquiry, it was discovered that nearly 20 years 

ago, t he woman had been recruited into a completely 

different religious organization, Croup A , and had made 

monetary donations there. She had attended a gat hering of 

Group A in a city in western Japan, where she met the group's 

leader. Later, she encountered a member of yet another 

relig ious group, Croup B, and gradua lly distanced herself 

from Group A due to the new acquaintance's infl uence. 

Despite never being a Family Federation member or 

donating to it, the woman had previously been a notary in a 

collective legal negotiation against the Family Federation, 

represented by lawyers affiliated with the National Network 

of Lawyers Against Spiritual Sales. It appears these lawyers 
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M EXT officia ls are expected to verify t he backgrounds of t hose 

w ho contribute statements, either through d irect int erviews 

or phone ca lls. If they fai led t o dist ingu ish between religious 

organizat ions, th is suggests negligence. If t hey knowingly 

included a fa lse vict im, it raises serious ethical concerns. 

Son's lawsuit for refund of donations already dismissed 

On 21st 

January 

2025, this 

Anti-religious legislation allows relatives of 

donors to claim refund decades later! Here, a 
Japanese woman offering a donation at a 
m eet ing. Illustration: Microsoft Designer Image 
Creator, 10th February 2025. 

newspaper reported on a separate case w here a bel iever had 

voluntari ly donat ed money, on ly for non-bel ieving family 

members to later claim the donat ion was forced and demand 

a refund. The stat ement support ing the d issolutio n o rder 

fa lsely portrayed the believer as a vict im. 

A sim i lar pattern appears in t he case of Hanako Tanaka 

(pseudonym), a devout believer from the Kansai region. 

Tanaka actively pract iced her faith and made donations unti l 

he r passing a few years ago. She lived alone b ut cherished her 

f riendships w it h fel low believers. 

After her death, her estranged son discovered Family 

Federation books and mem orabilia among her belo ng ings. 

He then filed a lawsuit seeking to reclaim her donations, 

cla iming his mother had been manipulated. However, t he 

court dismissed his claim, ru ling t hat there was no evidence 

of coercion. 

Despit e t he court rejecting the son's claim, his statement still 

appears among the evidence collected by MEXT. This 

contrad icts M EXT's stat ed approach of handling t he 

d issolu t ion o rder request "wit h caution" and ra ises concerns 

about its process, especial ly g iven the grave implications of 

dissolving a religious corporation through closed-door 

proceedings. 

Conclusion 

M EXT's handl ing of evidence for the d issolution of t he Family 

Federation appears deeply flawed, involving misuse of 

statements, inclusion of false victims, and lack of 

verification. If t he m in ist ry is indeed fabricating or 

manipulating testimonies, it cal ls int o q uestion the 

legitim acy of the ent i re d issolution request. 

See also Alleged Evidence Tampering in Dissolution Case 

See also "I Never Wrote This" - Fabricated Evidence in Court? 

Featured image above: Yukie Sugiya (pseudonym) speaks in 

an interview with the Sekai Nippo in the northern city of 

Sapporo. Photo: Takahide Ishii (E##Jf) 
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