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Japanese government officials submitting documents containing fabricated "evidence" to the court of law 

 

Government ministry accused of grave evidence tampering in dissolution case 

against religious minority the Family Federation 

 

Tokyo, 20th February 2025 - Published as an article in the Japanese newspaper Sekai 

Nippo. Republished with permission. Translated from Japanese. Original article. 

 

Ministry of Education's "Evidence" Identified as Fabrications 

 

Family Federation Responds to Dissolution Order Request 

 

by the editorial department of Sekai Nippo 

 

On 19th February 2025, the Family Federation for World Peace and Unification 

(formerly the Unification Church) announced on its official website that several pieces of evidence 

submitted by the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT) to the Tokyo 

District Court as part of its request for a dissolution order contained "intentionally and systematically 

falsified information". 

 

The Family Federation claimed that these 

fabricated pieces of evidence were uncovered 

during the process of refuting and countering 

the allegations in court and were further 

exposed during witness examinations held late 

last year. The religious organization argued that the fabrication of statements by MEXT has significant 

implications for religious freedom and stated that, in addition to informing its members, it was publicly 

disclosing this issue to uphold the public's "right to know". 

 

Among the 294 written statements and testimonies submitted by MEXT under the 

names of former members, it was revealed that 33 individuals were not former 

followers but rather included relatives of members, MEXT officials, and opposition 

lawyers. Additionally, of the remaining 253 individuals (excluding eight former 

second-generation followers), approximately 90% had joined more than 15 years ago, 

with some having left the religious organization decades earlier. 

 

Meanwhile, there were 19 statements from first-generation members who joined the 

Family Federation after it issued its "Compliance Declaration" in 2009. Of these, 18 

statements were reportedly created based on interviews conducted by MEXT, with the 

final documents signed and sealed by the individuals concerned. 

 

Regarding the alleged systematic fabrication of false information in MEXT's statements, the Family 

Federation asserted that the ministry resorted to falsifications because it believed it would otherwise be 
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From the website of the Family Federation in Japan 



 

 

unable to file for the dissolution order or win the case. The organization strongly condemned MEXT, 

stating, 

 

"The crime of fabricating evidence to request 

the dissolution of a religious corporation is 

extremely grave." 

 

 

Related to grave evidence tampering: "Poorly 

Compiled Evidence Including Falsehoods" 

 

Also related to grave evidence tampering: 

Huge Scandal: "Ministry Is Falsifying 

Affidavits" 

 

And also related to grave evidence tampering: 

Flawed, Deceptive Evidence Gathering by 

State 

 

Also related to grave evidence tampering: 

Japan's New Laws to Curb New Religious 

Movements 

 

And also related to grave evidence tampering: 

New Law Designed to Bankrupt Family 

Federation 

 

Also related to grave evidence tampering: Terms from Consumer Law Used to Rob Faith 

And also related to grave evidence tampering: New Law Manufacturing "Victims", Dividing 

Families 

More, related to grave evidence tampering: Maverick Minister Lets "3 Foxes in the Henhouse" 

 

Even more, related to grave evidence tampering: Journalist Reveals Ugly Leftwing Conspiracy 

And more, related to grave evidence tampering: Militant Lawyers Dictate Government Policy 

And more, related to grave evidence tampering: Courts Using Debunked Concepts Against 

Minority 

 

Also related to grave evidence tampering: Dissolution Case: Wild Claims, Illegal Actions 

Also related to grave evidence tampering: 2nd-Generation Members Protesting Persecution 

Also related to grave evidence tampering: Inhuman Government-Supported Mass 

Deprogramming 

 

And also related to grave evidence tampering: Bias: No Right to Respond for Religious Minority 

More, related to grave evidence tampering: Collusion to Rob Minority of Its Rights 

And more, related to grave evidence tampering: State and Media Creating "Today's Non-

Citizens" 

 

Still more, related to deceptive evidence gathering: Japan Criticized for Glaring Rights Violations 

Even more, related to deceptive evidence gathering: Two European Scholars Warning Japan 

And yet more, related to deceptive evidence gathering: Japan Censured at Religious Freedom 

Event 

 

And still more, related to deceptive evidence gathering: Lawyer Exposes Dirty Leftwing Plot 

And even more, related to deceptive evidence gathering: Inhuman Government-Supported Mass 

Deprogramming 

And still more, related to deceptive evidence gathering: Malicious One-Sided Government Source 

Selection 

 

More, related to deceptive evidence gathering: Government's Foul Play Pointed Out 

More, related to deceptive evidence gathering: Kishida Has Opened Can of Worms 

 

 

 

 

Japanese government official getting woman to sign 

document containing evidence tampering 



Mental a nd Physi < 11 

RELIGIOUS FREEDOM • COMMEMORATING • 

Toru Goto's Fight For Justice: Share lilD B EIEI 

Faith Under Siege 
• February 19, 2025: • Knut Holdhus 

Justice prevails when victim of 72 years 
of horrendous abuse by anti-religious 
activists wins defamation case against 
one of them 

Logo of the 
Sekai Nippo 
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article. 
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department of Sekai Nippo 

See part 7, part 3 

"This case has shed light on the grave human rights violations of 

abduction and confinement." 

On 31st January, Toru Goto (1lilj/ffil:) - now 61 - representing the National 

Association of Victims of Abduction, Confinement, and Forced 

Conversion, shared his legal victory with supporters, who responded 

with applause. 

Th is triumph came approximately one year 

and fou r months after Goto filed a 

defamation lawsuit against journalist Eito 

Suzuki (~;,tu: 1 ~) at the Tokyo District 

Court in October 2023. Suzuki had 

previously ridiculed Goto's past abduction 

and confinement experience by dismissing 

him as a mere "hikikomori" (recluse) [See 

editor's note below ]. 

Background of the Case 

Eito Suzuki in January 

2024. Photo: FFWPU 

Suzuki and attorneys from the National Network of Lawyers Against 

Spiritual Sales (Zenkoku Benren) do not recognize abduction and 

confinement for the purpose of coercive faith-breaking as religious 

persecution. Instead, they argue that it is a form of "protective 

persuasion" by family members aimed at rescuing believers. They claim 

that lawsuits alleging human rights v iolations are merely desperate 

attempts by religious organizations to avoid dissolution. 

Lawyer Shinichi Tokunaga (ti11<@- ), representing Goto, criticized the 

media for only presenting anti-religious organization perspectives 

and failing to report on the truth regarding coercive faith-breaking. 

He stressed that this verdict could be a pivota l step in overturning 

Japan's discourse, which he described as "built on lies". 

Goto was held in captivity for 12 

years and 5 months. In January 

2011, he filed a civil lawsuit 

against his relatives, a Christian 

pastor, and an "anti-cult" activist 

involved in h is confinement. In 

September 2015, the Supreme 

Court finalized the ru ling, 

o rdering the defendants to pay 

22 mill ion yen in damages. 

However, Suzuki, in an online 

article published on 13th March 

Toru Goto in March 2011, at the start 

of a civil case. Photo: FFWPU 

2013, in Yaya Nikkan Cult Newspaper, downplayed Goto's ordeal, stating: 

''After persuading his family, he simply stayed in the 

apartment, became complacent, and ended up as a mere 

'hikikomori' (recluse)." {See editor's note below] 

Even after the Supreme Court rul ing, this article remained on line. In a 

post on X (formerly Twitter) i5t August 2023, Goto expressed h is 

frustration: 

"Does he not understand the suffering of being forcibly 

coerced into renouncing one's faith?" 

Despite the court ru ling, Suzuki continued to cal l Goto a "hikikomori" in 

articles and television appearances. In an 15t h October 2015, article in 

Yaya Nikkan Cult Newspaper, he wrote: 

''After 12 years of being a hikikomori, he won 20 million yen in 

court." 

On 12t h August 2022, 

during an appearance 

on Miyane-ya (a news 

program on Nippon TV), 

Suzuki described Goto's 

lawsu it as a case where 

Logo of Miyane-ya 

"the court was swayed by an unusual fervor." He also claimed that Goto 

had been "practically in a hikikomori state, always free to leave if he 

wanted." 

Ongoing Defamation and Court Ruling 

The defamation against Goto continued. In 

Ju ly 2023, Suzuki attended a symposium 

hosted by second-generation members of 

the Family Federation for World Peace and 

Unification (formerly the Unification 

Church). When asked by nonfiction writer 
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insisted on calling Goto a "hikikomori", 

Suzuki replied dismissively: 

"It doesn't matter. Take it however you 

like." 

A few days later, he posted on X: 

"There is no value in covering the 

Masumi Fukuda, here 

delivering a speech 23rd 

Sep. 2024 in Chiba City, 

Ja pan. Pho to: Tsuyoshi 
Toyoda ( ff!l[IJ/ijff) 

'victim narratives' of anti-social groups. It's all irrelevant." 

The Tokyo District Court ruled that Suzuki's statements in the 15th 

October 2015 Yaya Nikkan Cult Newspaper article and his August 2022 

Miyaneya appearance constituted defamation. However, other 

statements, including h is 2013 art ic le, h is comments at the 2023 

Goto's legal team had also argued t hat Suzuki's repeated use of 

"h ik ikom ori" im p lied t hat Goto was a "lia r and conman who is 

pretending to be a victim of confinement", but this claim was not 

accepted by the court. 

Appeal and Future Battles 

Lawyer Tokunaga expressed h is 

determination to appeal, vowing to 

challenge a ll d ismissed cla ims in t he higher 

cou rt. As public sentiment remains 

strong ly against the Family Federation, 

Goto fears that abduction and confinement 

cases may resurge. For him, this fight that 

cannot be lost continues. 

See part 7, part 3 

[Editor's note: The Japanese term 

"hikikomori" (i!ll ~ ;: t, IJ) refers to people 

w ho completely w ithdraw from socia l life, 

often isolating themselves at home for 

A t torney Sh inich i 

Tokuna g a (fi!.7-J<m-). 

Photo: Taka hide Ishii {l:i# 

~JI§) 

extended periods - som etimes years. It describes bot h the p henomenon 

and t he ind ividuals affected by it. 

H ik ikomori typical ly avoid school, work, and socia l interactions, often 

due to anxiety, socia l p ressure, or mental health struggles such as 

depression. The term is sometimes used in a derogatory way but is also 

recognized as a serious social issue in Japan and ot her countries.] 

Featured image above: A press conference held after the verdict. From 

right: Lawyer Shinichi Tokunaga (fffi7"f<m-), Toru Coto (fttgfi1), 

representative of the National Association of Victims of Abduction, 

Confinement, and Forced Conversion; and Lawyer Tatsuki Nakayama 

(cf:,/}J~ti/) - 31st January 202S, Chiyoda Ward, Tokyo. Photo: Takahide Ishii 

( l:i#~J'§). 

(,PW~fi!) -37" January 202S, Chiyoda Ward, Tokyo. Photo: Takahide Ishii 

(l:i#~J'§). 
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