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Patricia Duval, expert on international human rights, says it's outrageous that
Japanese authorities for 60 years have ignored gross human rights abuses against
members of religious minority the Family Federation
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Nippo. Republished with permission. Translated from Japanese. Original article.
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Interview (continued):

Question: Before and during World War 11, the
Japanese government carried out religious

Religious minority suffering state persecution and persecution. After the war, the Japanese
oppression in Japan: the Family Federation. Here, | Constitution enshrined freedom of religion.
sign at the entrance of the headquarters of the Now, 80 years later, the case of the Family
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(formerly the Unification Church) has become an opportunity for the entire nation to reflect on religious
freedom as a fundamental human right. However, the government's request for a dissolution order and the
parallel legislative moves, such as the Special Law for Victims of Certain lllegal Acts, have raised
concerns about various human rights violations against ordinary Family Federation members.

Duval: The government is facilitating a system where believers' families are encouraged to lodge
complaints, leading to the suppression of a religious organization. This is an extremely dangerous
mechanism and must not be tolerated. Domestically, it violates the freedom of religion guaranteed by the
Constitution. Internationally, it seriously infringes on the freedom of religion protected under
international human rights treaties, making the government's responsibility grave.

Question: In Japan's legal system, freedom of religion is restricted
by the concept of "public welfare", which contrasts with the
perspective of international law.

Duval: The UN Human Rights Committee (HRC) has, for over 15
years, consistently recommended that the Japanese government
refrain from restricting freedom of religion based on the ambiguous
concept of "public welfare". This concept is legally vague and can
be applied in an unlimited and arbitrary manner.

Human Rights Committee, a
subpage on the site of the UN
Human Rights Office of the
High Commissioner

As an expert in international human rights law, | must emphasize
that the core spirit of religious freedom is the protection of religious
minorities' faiths. In democratic states, freedom of religion is rarely
discussed in the context of majority religions. The role of the
government should be neutral, ensuring that neither the majority nor the minority is favored.

However, the request for the dissolution of the Family Federation
by the Ministry of Education (MEXT) contradicts this principle.
Under the guise of public welfare, it seeks to eradicate a religious
minority. Furthermore, the government's stance aligns with the
majority rather than remaining neutral. These two points make it a
violation of international human rights law.

Question: Speaking of human rights violations, over the past 60
years, as many as 4,300 Family Federation believers have been
subjected to abduction, confinement, and coercive faith-breaking.

Duval: These victims were physically restrained through violent
means, forcibly detained, and deprived of all freedoms until they
renounced their faith. This ongoing practice has been called "the
worst human rights violation in postwar Japan”. The most extreme
case involved Toru Goto, who was confined for 12 years and 5
months. Recently, Asahi Shimbun (31st January 2025) reported that
a court ruled his relatives' actions illegal and ordered them to pay
22 million yen in damages.

Locked up: 4300 members of
Family Federation have been
forcibly detained to have their
faith broken

In 2014, the UN Human Rights Committee (HRC) presented
concrete evidence and urged the Japanese government to take
effective measures to protect this right. | vividly remember that
a few months later, the Tokyo High Court finally handed down
a ruling in favor of Goto, increasing his compensation in its
verdict.

As a signatory (ratifying) nation, Japan must mobilize its law
enforcement (police) and judiciary to eradicate these human
rights violations. During my recent visit to Japan, | discovered

Article 18(2) of the International
Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights (ICCPR) guarantees that
individuals have the right not to be
forcibly deprived of their religious
freedom. It is outrageous that the
Japanese government has neglected
this issue for nearly 60 years,
allowing 4,300 cases of abduction
and forced renunciation to persist

that in just the past two years, two additional cases of
abduction and coercive faith-breaking have occurred.

One of my missions is to bring international awareness to the
human rights violations against religious minorities in Japan.
After my time here, | plan to travel to the United States to
advocate for this issue with relevant parties.

See part 1 of the interview
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