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Expert on international human rights shocked by outrageous new anti-religious
Japanese law that manufactures ""victims'* entitled to go to court to obtain large
compensation for donations made years, even decades earlier

Tokyo, 4th February 2025 - Published as an article in the Japanese newspaper Sekai
Nippo. Republished with permission. Translated from Japanese. Original article.

[Series] Request for Dissolution Order of the Family Federation - Suspicions of
Fabricated Statements by the Ministry of Education

Part 1 of interview with an expert: New Law Instead Leads to Family Division

Sekai Nippo
International Human Rights Lawyer Patricia Duval
by the editorial department of Sekai Nippo
Duval also directly met with Miyuki
Kawaguchi (pseudonym), who was previously
interviewed by our newspaper on 21st January.
Kawaguchi had spoken with her elderly
mother, who had signed the MEXT statement,
and the mother denied ever having said what
was written in the document.
Question: What was your impression after
. — meeting face-to-face with Miyuki Kawaguchi,

The report in Sekai Nippo 21st January 2025 on who also spoke to our newspaper and Kyodo

alleged fabrications in controversial statements News?

submitted by the Ministry of Education, Culture,

Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT) to Tokyo | heard her testimony directly. As reported, it

District Court. The report contains an interview with was the mother who introduced her daughter to

Miyuki Kawaguchi (pseudonym) the church, and the two had lived a life of faith

together for over 30 years.



However, the MEXT statement, which the mother supposedly signed,
claimed that she had been coerced by her daughter into making
donations long ago, and that she wished for the dissolution of the
Symbol of the Ministry of Family Federation.

Education, Culture, Sports,
Science and Technology of Originally, Kawaguchi's brother did not entirely share the faith of his

Japan mother and sister, but he also never actively opposed it. However,
following the assassination of former Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, the
media became flooded with one-sided criticism of the Family Federation. This drastically changed his
stance.

Following MEXT's request for a dissolution order, a new law called the Special Act on Relief for Victims
of Certain Unlawful Acts was enacted at the end of the previous year. This law, effectively targeting the
Family Federation, allows individuals to more easily participate in collective negotiations for donation-
related damages with government support.

It seems that the brother consulted Houterasu (Japan Legal Support
Center), and MEXT later contacted their mother. After a lengthy interview,
a statement was prepared.

Publication on
operations of the Japan What a shocking development! This new law has instead caused division

Legal Support Center, within this family. The donations that the mother once made out of her
issued by Ministry of faith were reframed - through MEXT's intervention - as coerced
Justice contributions made under her daughter's influence.

Furthermore, the suspicion that MEXT fabricated the testimony surfaced when a Kyodo
News report was published by Sankei Shimbun. After this, the woman's sons reportedly
visited her and said, "At least read the first page of the statement."” They emphasized that it
Kyodo contained her handwritten signature, seemingly hoping for a selective interpretation of the
News facts. However, doubts deepened that the statement had been submitted without the mother
Agency fully verifying its contents.

As a result, the daughter was forced to submit a "counter-statement™ to the Tokyo District Court through
the Family Federation, testifying to the true facts. The judge must now compare the two statements and
consider the new family conflict caused by the new law.

In reality, the mother, who is over 90 years old, is caught in the middle of a conflict between her sons and
her daughter. Should she be forced to abandon her faith? No, the government should remain neutral,
respecting both the rights of believers and non-believers. In fact, the mother's freedom of religion should
be protected.

The government likely intended to help victims when it enacted the new law, but in practice, it has
become an authority that rewrites the past lives of elderly individuals. Instead of protecting the mother, it
has brought her new suffering in her final years.

The New Law Manufactures ""Victims"'

Question: Isn't it ironic that the new law, rather
than providing relief, is instead creating
tragedies in believers' families?

As seen in the Kawaguchi case, the media's
relentless focus on criticizing the Family
Federation has caused significant harm to
society. In an environment where there is little
tolerance for new religious movements,
believers' past donations - made as religious
acts - have now been reframed as cases of
"financial fraud", fostering resentment among
their relatives.

With the enactment of the Special Act on
Relief for Victims of Certain Unlawful Acts,
which covers litigation costs for claimants, Ms.
Kawaguchi's brother decided to pursue a
refund claim. This government system has
incited families into legal action, transforming
past events into "victimization" retroactively. Shockingly, donations made on average 20 years ago - and

Anti-religious legislation allows relatives of donors
to claim refund decades later! Here, a Japanese
woman offering a donation at a meeting




in some cases up to 60 years ago - are now being reported as "damages".

During my visit to Japan, | was able to directly confirm how this new law is being applied alongside the
Tokyo District Court's hearings on MEXT's dissolution order request.

The total amount of claims in the collective lawsuits coordinated by the National Lawyers Network
against the Unification Church has now reached 5 billion yen (approximately $33 million). In the future,
additional claims could be created at any time. This systematic approach is effectively pushing the Family
Federation toward financial collapse.
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