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There is an issue regarding the Family Federation for World Peace and Unification (formerly known as 
the Unification Church) that Japan's media has considered taboo and failed to report: the forced 
renunciation of faith through abduction and confinement of the organization's members. 
 

"It is absolutely unacceptable as parents, siblings, or relatives to 
allow you to participate in and act on behalf of a criminal group 
like the Unification Church. […] We have prepared a separate 
place where we can talk without interference. Let's discuss it 
thoroughly there." 
 
In June 1992, Hirohisa Koide (小出浩久), a 29-year-old doctor, 
was summoned back to his family home by his mother. He found 
himself surrounded by nearly 20 relatives, with his father starting 
the conversation with the above declaration. 
 
Despite having a prior obligation with staff at the hospital where 
he worked, Koide attempted to inform them before heading to 
the "discussion place". However, everyone present firmly 
refused, unanimously saying, "Absolutely not!" Sensing the 
abnormal atmosphere, Koide tried to leave but was immediately 
subdued. 
 
"At that moment, the male relatives jumped on me, carried me 
out of the house, and forced me into a van parked outside." 
 
Koide first encountered the teachings of the Family Federation in 
September 1983 during his time as a medical student, through a 
close friend. This led him to adopt the faith. After graduating in 
March 1988, completing his residency, and beginning work at a 
Tokyo hospital in 1990, he continued his faith practices. 
 
However, in June 1992, he was abducted by his parents and 
relatives and confined in a series of apartments, completely 
isolated from the outside world, for nearly two years. During this 
time, he was pressured to abandon his faith. 
 
His ordeal is meticulously documented in "Escape from the 
'Kidnappers': A Doctor's Testimony of Enduring Two Years of 
Illegal Confinement" (Kogensha), first published in November 
1996 and revised in September 2023. The opening excerpt 
summarizes the events leading to his abduction. 
According to the religious organization, the practice of forcing 
members to renounce their faith through abduction and 
confinement began in 1966 with Pastor Satoshi Moriyama (森山
諭) of the Ogikubo Glory Church (荻窪栄光教会). From the 
1980s to 1999, this occurred at an annual rate of over 80 cases 
(except for 55 cases in 1997). By 2020, this practice had been 
carried out for more than 50 years, totaling over 4,300 cases. 
 
Of these cases, "70% of the individuals left the church" (as 
reported by Tomihiro Tanaka (田中富広), President of the 
Family Federation in Japan, in this newspaper on 2nd December 
2024). Even considering that some individuals were abducted 
multiple times, an overwhelming number of people were forced 
to change the course of their lives through abduction and 
confinement. Those who maintained their faith were left deeply 
scarred. 
 
This enormous violation of human rights - particularly freedom 
of religion, freedom of thought, and personal liberty - persisted 
within Japan for over half a century, a reality that cannot be 
taken lightly. 
 
Initially, the method involved confining believers in church 

facilities for a few days to a week while pastors attempted to persuade them. However, as the practice 
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expanded nationwide, so-called "faith-breakers" emerged, making a business out of forced renunciations. 
The methods became increasingly malicious and sophisticated. 
 
By the winter of 1987, a nearly systematic process had developed: 

 
Parental education → 
 
Abduction and confinement → 
 
Persuasion and coercion to renounce faith → 
 
Expression of intent to leave the church → 
 
Confirmation of withdrawal → 
 
Release from confinement → 
 
Participation in "rehabilitative activities," such as assisting in persuading others or lawsuits 
against the church. 

 
Hirohisa Koide was abducted in 1992, the year with the highest number of cases (375 - see featured 
image above), occurring at a pace of over one per day. He experienced the system almost to its final stage, 
including two instances of "fake renunciation," before returning to the church. 
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Koide encountered key figures involved in his forced renunciation, such as Takashi Miyamura (宮村峻), 
a faith-breaker who directly coerced him; Yasutomo Matsunaga (松永堡智), a Christian pastor; former 
church members who collaborated with these individuals; journalist Yoshifu Arita (有田芳生 - now a 
member of the House of Representatives for the Constitutional Democratic Party); and lawyers Hiroshi 
Yamaguchi (山口広) and Masaki Kito (紀藤正樹) of the National Network of Lawyers Against Spiritual 
Sales. These individuals actively participated in the abduction and confinement process. Koide even 
spoke and acted with them during his confinement, making him uniquely familiar with the full extent of 
this system. 
 
These individuals, who became vocal critics of the Family Federation and frequently appeared in the 
media, were directly involved in the abduction system. This may explain why media outlets, dependent on 
their information, have hesitated to cover the issue critically. 
 
Despite the claims detailed in Koide's book, "Escape from the 'Kidnappers': A Doctor's Testimony of 
Enduring Two Years of Illegal Confinement" (Kogensha) - first published 28 years ago and never the 
subject of a lawsuit for defamation or falsehood - no legal actions have been taken against him. 
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Marco Respinti, Di rector 

of the Ital ian on line 

re lig ious freedom 

magazine Bitter Winter, 

was invited by the Japan 

Committee of the 

International Coalition 

for Religious Freedom 

(ICRF), chai red by 

Professor Emerit us 

Shoichi Ito (ffl*IE-) of 

Kyushu University, to 

del iver a series of 

lectures in four Japanese 

c ities, including Tokyo, 

from 6th to 10th 

December 2024. 

In his lectu res, wh ich 

focused on the themes 
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of freedom of re lig ion and human rights, Respinti stated that the term 

"cult", often used w ith a pej orative connotatio n, is applied to groups or 

ind ividuals disliked or v iewed as adversaries by individ ua ls, 

o rganizations, institut ions, or governments. He remarked: 

"Cults are accused of using "brainwashing" to control their 

v ictims, b ut th is concept has been dismissed as 

pseudoscience by the majority of scholars studying n ew 

relig ious movements in the West and by cou rts in countries 

like the United States. Moreover, the 'anti-cult' discourse 

propagated in the media is opposed by most schola rly 

organ izations. Th is fact seems to be relatively unknown in 

Japan." 

In 1995, a group of sociologists of religion established the "Japan Society 

for Cult Prevention and Recovery" - headed by Execut ive Director 

Kim iaki Nishida (g!j83~1F□) -which has cont inued its activ it ies to this day. 

The organization, wh ich uses t he term "cult " in its name, describes o n it s 

website that "cu lts are organizations t hat v iolate human rig hts" and 

"often use m ind control to conceal the true nature of their human rights 

v iolations." 

In t he autumn of 2022, following the assassination of former Prime 

Minister Shinzo Abe (~ils~= ), NHK Educational TVs religious program 

Kokoro no Jidai (The Era of the Heart) aired a d iscussion am ong 

re lig ious scholars on the t heme of "Religion and 'Cults' Under Scrut iny". 

Participants included Kenj i Kawashima ()I I~~=), a professor at Tohoku 

Gakuin University and an advisor to the Japan Society for Cult 

Prevention and Recovery, and Yoshi h ide Sakurai (~# ~~), a professor at 

Hokkaido University Graduate School. 

Professor Emeritus 
Susumu Shimazono 

(1948-), leading Japanese 
scholar in the field of t he 

Susumu Shimazono (~OOii!e), Professor 

Emeritus at t he University of Tokyo, who 

also pa rt ic ipated in the d iscussion, stated, 

"(the term 'cu lt ') is somewhat unsuitable as 

an academic term." 

However, t he d iscussion proceeded on the 

premise that the Family Federation for 

World Peace and Unification (formerly 

known as the Unification Church) was a 

"cu lt". Scholars p resent also used t he term 

"mind control", wh ich is often associated 

w ith "cu lt" in p ub lic discourse. 
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involved in 

activities 

against the 

Family 
Federation frequently use the term "mind 

control" as well. However, J. Gordon Melton, 

a prominent researcher of new religious 

movements in the United States, stated in 

an interview w ith Sekai Nippo about 30 

yea rs ago, 

"Scholars who claim that new religious 

movements b rainwash their fol lowers 

are using t he media to spread the 

terms 'brainwashing' and 'mind 

control', but this is merely a polit ical 

argument designed to attack new 

rel ig ious movements." 

In the United States, an organization called 

the Cult Awareness Network (CAN) 

operated u nder t he premise that fo llowers 

of new re lig ious movements were victims 

John Cordon Melton 
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of brainwashing or mind control, abducting young people and forcib ly 

deprogramming t hem. However, the organization lost a lawsu it, was 

o rdered to pay massive damages, and went bankrupt and d issolved in 

the late 1990s. 

In Western cou ntries, terms such as "cu lt" and "mind control" have long 

been abandoned due to their role in st igmatizing religious groups and 

their fol lowers, and in some cases leading to severe human rights 

v iolations such as forced deprogramming. However, these terms are sti ll 

widely used in Japan - not only by the media but also by prominent 

scholars of rel ig ion. Respinti h igh lighted this distinct aspect of Japan. 

He also noted that "anti-cult " activists c laim they are not opposing 

freedom of rel ig ion but are merely aga inst "cu lts". However, he 

cautioned, "This q u ickly becomes general ized." This is because the 

concept of "cult" is vague, raising the question of who determines the 

line between a " legitimate relig ion" and a "cu lt". Inevitably, the target of 

the term becomes arbitrari ly decided by those using it. 

Respinti stated, 

"The majority of these lawyers (engaged in anti-cult activities) 

are socialists or communists. Their real target was a specific 

new relig ious movement in Japan that had been successful in 

anti-communist activit ies, namely the Family Federation for 

World Peace and Unification (formerly the Unification 

Church)." 

If these individuals are material ists, it suggests that anti-cu lt rhetoric 

concea ls an underlying anti-religious agenda, w ith the political goal of 

creating an anti -re lig ious society. 

Featured image above: Marco Respinti speaking at a conference in 

Japan in December 2024. Photo: ICRF Japan 
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