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Driving a little over two hours southwest from Washington, D.C., the
capital of the United States, takes you to Charlottesville, a lush
university town in central Virginia. Located on the outskirts of this city
is Monticello, the home of the third U.S. President, Thomas Jefferson.
Designated as a UNESCO World Heritage Site, Monticello attracts
numerous visitors from both within the United States and abroad.

The estate boasts beautiful gardens, and within one section lies
Jefferson's grave. Despite leaving an unparalleled legacy as one of the
most prominent "Founding Fathers", only three of Jefferson's
accomplishments - those he was most proud of - are inscribed on his
tombstone.

The first is drafting the Declaration of Independence, the second is
drafting the Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom, and the third is
founding the University of Virginia. Interestingly, Jefferson took
greater pride in contributing to the establishment of laws protecting religious freedom than in having
served as President of the United States.
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For many years in the United States, a "culture war" has been ongoing between conservative groups
seeking to preserve Christian traditions and values, and liberal groups attempting to replace these with
leftist ideologies. Liberals have sought to remove Christian elements from society through court battles
and other means, citing the principle of "separation of church and state".

A central piece of evidence in the debate over the separation of church and
state is a letter Thomas Jefferson wrote in 1802 to the Danbury Baptist
Association in Connecticut. In it, Jefferson mentioned having built "a wall
of separation between church and state”. This phrase has led to the modern
perception of Jefferson as a strict advocate of the separation of church and
state.

Interestingly, Jefferson used the phrase "wall of separation™ only once, in
this private letter. Despite this, it has been treated almost as if it were law,
frequently cited in court decisions as a foundational principle of church-
state separation.

However, a closer reading of the letter reveals that Jefferson did not intend
for the "wall of separation™ to mean the exclusion of religion from public
life. The Baptists to whom he wrote were a religious minority facing
persecution in states like Virginia, where the Anglican Church dominated.
Jefferson's use of the phrase was meant to fully support their religious
freedom. In other words, the true purpose of the "wall of separation” was to
protect religious minorities from state interference.
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During his eight-year presidency beginning in 1801, Thomas Jefferson was a dedicated attendee of
Sunday worship services held in the U.S. House of Representatives, a public institution. Remarkably, his
first attendance at such a service occurred just two days after he penned the "wall of separation” letter.
Jefferson is also reported to have said,

"No nation has ever existed or been governed without
religion, nor can it be governed without it. As the president
of this country, | must set an example and demonstrate my
support.”

The history of the United States' founding reveals that the
principle of the separation of church and state was
established to protect religious freedom from government
interference. However, in Japan, the debate surrounding the
principle of separation often focuses on the notion that
religion should not be involved in politics.

This misinterpretation of the principle of separation of
church and state likely underpins much of the criticism
directed at attempts by organizations affiliated with the
Family Federation for World Peace and Unification
(formerly the Unification Church) to influence politics. It is
clear that such criticism often stems from a
misunderstanding of the concept.
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