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Reverend Paula White, a religious advisor to the incoming U.S. President Donald Trump, sent a video 

message on the morning of December 8, 2024 in Chuo Ward, Tokyo 

 

Tokyo conference on freedom of religion urges Japan to stop its state oppression of 

minority faith and cease sinister rights violations 

 

Tokyo, 8th December 2024 - Published as an article in the Japanese newspaper Sekai 

Nippo. Republished with permission. Translated from Japanese. Original article. 

 

International Coalition for Religious Freedom expresses concern over religious freedom 

in Japan 

 

Message from religious advisor to US President-elect Trump 

 

by the editorial department of Sekai Nippo 

 

 

 

The Japan Committee of the International 

Religious Freedom Alliance (ICRF), a group of 

experts dedicated to protecting people from 

religious prejudice and oppression 

domestically and internationally, held a lecture 

event titled "The Crisis of Religious Freedom 

and Democracy in Japan" in Tokyo on 8th 

December 2024. During the event, Reverend 

Paula White, religious advisor to the incoming 

U.S. President Donald Trump, sent a video 

message, expressing that "serious concerns are 

being raised globally about the state of 

religious freedom in Japan." 

 

Reverend White referred to the U.S. State 

Department's annual report on religious 

freedom, expressing concern over 

discriminatory actions in Japan against the Family Federation for World Peace and Unification (formerly 

the Unification Church) following the assassination of former Prime Minister Shinzo Abe. She further 

 
Sekai Nippo 

 
Tomihiro Tanaka speaking in Tokyo December 8, 

2024 



 

 

highlighted that 

 

"according to United Nations recommendations, Japan's guidelines could view parents strongly 

encouraging their children to attend church as a form of child abuse," 

 

suggesting that this has contributed to the persecution of religious organizations such as Jehovah's 

Witnesses and the Family Federation. Reverend White emphasized that scholars and experts worldwide 

are urging Japan to 

 

"cease rights violations against Jehovah's Witnesses and the Unification Church." 

 

 Marco Respinti, director of the Italian online religious 

magazine Bitter Winter, delivered the keynote speech, 

emphasizing that freedom of religion is not only 

 

"the freedom to believe or not believe but also the freedom to 

live according to those beliefs." 

 

He expressed concern over the response of Japanese authorities, 

warning that the country is continuing down a 

 

"dangerous path of labeling religious minorities as 'cults' or 

'anti-social' organizations and discriminating against them." 

 

Tomihiro Tanaka (田中富広), president of the Family 

Federation for World Peace and Unification in Japan, also spoke 

as an invited guest. While offering a "sincere apology for having 

contributed to societal distrust toward religious organizations," 

Tanaka underscored that 

 

"this issue extends beyond a single religious organization and touches on the very foundations of 

democratic nations." 

 

He expressed deep concern over violations of freedom of religion and human rights. 

 

 

Related to sinister rights violations: Japan: Exhibition Exposes Horrors of Persecution 

More, related to sinister rights violations: Japan Copying Faith-Breaking Concepts of China 

Related to sinister rights violations: Courts Using Debunked Concepts Against Minority 

 

Also related to sinister rights violations: Dissolution Case: Wild Claims, Illegal Actions 

Also related to sinister rights violations: Terms from Consumer Law Used to Rob Faith 

Also related to sinister rights violations: 2nd-Generation Members Protesting Persecution 

 

Also related to sinister rights violations: Inhuman Government-Supported Mass Deprogramming 

And also related to sinister rights violations: Bias: No Right to Respond for Religious Minority 

More, related to sinister rights violations: Collusion to Rob Minority of Its Rights 

 

And more, related to sinister rights violations: State and Media Creating "Today's Non-Citizens" 

Still more, related to sinister rights violations: Japan Criticized for Glaring Rights Violations 

Even more related to sinister rights violations: Two European Scholars Warning Japan 

 

And yet more related to sinister rights violations: Japan Censured at Religious Freedom Event 

And still more related to sinister rights violations: Lawyer Exposes Dirty Leftwing Plot 

And even more related to sinister rights violations: Inhuman Government-Supported Mass 

Deprogramming 

 

And still more related to Japan's rights violations: Malicious One-Sided Government Source 

Selection 

More related to Japan's rights violations: Government's Foul Play Pointed Out 

More related to Japan's rights violations: Kishida Has Opened Can of Worms 

 

 

 

 
Marco Respinti April 6, 2023 



RELIGIOUS FREEDOM • COMMEMORATING • 

Family Federation 

The Family Federation for World Peace and Unification 
The Family Federation for World Peace and Unification is a global federation 

of individuals and families who aim to create a world of peace and unity 

beyond national, cultural, rel igious and ideological barriers, a world where 

everyone may live together in peace and harmony. 

In a nutshell 
Name: Family Federation for World Peace and Unification 

Founded: 1996 

Founders: Rev. Sun MY.ung Moon (1 920-2012) and Dr. Hak Ja Han 

Teachings: Unificationism, a long series of revelat ions received by Sun 

MY.ung Moon. See: Brief about the Teaching~ of the Family Federation 

Goal: The Kingdom of Heaven on Earth. A harmonious world fami ly, where 

everyone may experience peace, security, freedom and love. 

Strategy: Unite all good forces 

Distribut ion: Largest in South Korea and Japan, but found in most nations. 

Father and fvlother fvloon 1st August 1996. 

Background: The Family Federation took over many of the functions of the Unification Church and its basic teachings. 

Frequently asked questions: See: Fag 

Three ideals 
As the name indicates, the Family Federation is based on three ideals - family, world peace, and unificat ion. 

• The family ideal. Most re ligions focus on the individual and its spirituality. The Family Federat ion teaches a broader concept of spirituality, where your 

relationshi1;1s to your loved ones are of decisive importance for your eternal life. As God is the source of love, marriaggs blessed by God and famil ies full of 

true love are the very foundat ion for the Kingdom of Heaven that God longs for. It is a love kingdom, and the family is a school of love. 

• World peace. If there is love and peace in the home, there is hope that we may also create societies and nations with peace. The fami ly is the fundamental 

social institution. If we can learn to love our fe llow human beings on micro-level, in a family, we may also do so on macro-level, i.e. in the society around us 

and in the big world we live in. Well-functioning families are the very key to reducing crime, alcohol and drug abuse, the number of suicides and many other 

social problems. 

• Unification. We talk about unification on all levels, from the individual to the global level. God is the source of unity, evil the source of division. Therefore, 

the goal of the Family Federation is to remove the barriers and create a world of unity, a social unity, such as that between husband and wife, between 

parents and children, different social groups, nations and rel igions, but also unity between the inner world and the outer, between mind and body, spirit 

and matter, religion and science. 

The inauguration 
The Family Federation for World Peace and Unification was first founded 

in the USA 31st July 1996 by Sun MY.ung Moon and his wife Hak Ja Han, 

and in many European nat ions soon after that. 

As co-founder, Mother Moon gave the inaugural address titled "View of 

the Principle of the Provident ial History of Salvation", reading a prepared 

text. Father Moon spoke without a script at the closing banquet the 

fo llowing day, 1st August, at the Sheraton Washington Hotel. His speech 

was t itled "In Search of the Origin of the Universe". 

Gerald Ford, U.S. President 1974-1977, spoke at the inauguration 31 st July 

1996. He said, 

"While the world's 

finest athletes test 

themselves in 

Atlanta, this 

The Inaugural World Convention of the Family Federation 31st July 1996 

gathering is sort of a spiritual Olympics. Like the Olympians, you have assembled from all over the world to 

further the cause of peace among nations. 



Gerald Ford 31st July 1996 

But while those Olympians are dedicated to gold and glory, you in this room pursue other objectives. The 

glory you seek, comes from God, not gold. 

If at t imes I sound a bit like an Old Testament 

prophet, it's because there is nothing about which I feel more st rongly, more deeply, t han the survival and 

the strengthening of the family. No civilization that neglects the family, can be called civil ized for long, and 

no political philosophy that takes the fami ly for granted, wil l be taken seriously by anyone who values 

morality, compassion and peace." 

The chronicle "40 Years in America" describes the event, 

Mother and Father Moon 31st July 1996 

"The movement's most spectacular world convent ion 

was held in Washington, D.C. from July 30-August 1, 

1996, inaugurating the Family Federation for World 

Peace (FFWP). 

National Building Museum, Washington DC. Public 

domain image. Cropped 

This event included a cast of luminaries rivaling anything the movement had yet undertaken: two former 

Presidents of the United States, Gerald Ford and George Bush; former President and Nobel Peace Prize 

winner Oscar Arias of Costa Rica; former Prime Ministers Edward Heath of Great Britain and Brian Mulroney 

of Canada; thirty-six one-time heads of state or governments; university presidents including Boston 

University's John Silber; Christ ian te levision personality Robert Schuller; Christian Coalit ion Execut ive 

Director Ralph Reed; Coretta Scott King, the widow of Martin Luther King, Jr.; Maureen Reagan, the 

daughter of former U.S. President Ronald Reagan; well-known comedian Bil l Cosby; and Christian singer­

actor Pat Boone. In addition, the main proceedings were covered live by C-SPAN television network. (p.443) 

[ ... ] 

The establishment of the FFWP represented a new 

stage in the movement's development. Rev. Chung Hwan Kwak, who was appoint ed International President, 

maintained that the FFWP was more important than the Holy Spirit Association for the Unification of World 

Christ ianity (HSA-UWC) or Unification Church. HSA-UWC, he noted, was "not True Parents' ultimate 

organizat ion". 

The rationale for this assertion was connected to the historic shift that underlay t he emergence of the 

ComP-leted Testament Ag~. As noted previously, Rev. Kwak explained, 

'Religious organizations have always been centered upon the salvation of the individual, but we have now 

progressed to the salvation of the family. [ ... ] Such an organization is not a church; it is the Family 

Federation for World Peace.' 

Fram the Inaugural Convention 31st July 1996. 

Given this understanding, it wasn't surprising 

that the FFWP rather than the Unification 

Church was the main sponsor of the World 

Culture and Sports Festivals and International 

. '­
Sun My_ung Moon 1st August 1996 

Marriage Blessing~ after 1996.'' (p.444) (From the section "Federations for World Peace and 

Unificat ion", in "40 Years in America - 1959-1999 - An Intimate History of the Unification 

Movement", by Michael Inglis and Michael L. M ickler, published by HSA Publ ications Oct. 2000, 624 

pages.) 

The Family Federation was launched on the foundation of the Unification Church, a spiritual 

movement founded in South Korea in 1954. The original intention was neither to establish a church 

nor a new religion. 

The Family Federation took over many of the activities and tasks of the Unification Church and the 

same basic teachings, but has a pronounced goal of creat ing a world of peace and unity based on 

well-funct ioning families. 

More about the Family Federation 

Text: Knut Holdhus 


