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Message from the Secretary General of IAYSP EUME

Dear friends and supporters of IAYSP EUME,

As we approach the end of 2024, | have taken a moment to reflect on the progress we’ve

made across Europe and the Middle East.

Throughout the year, we have witnessed youth stepping up in diverse and impactful ways.
From leading humanitarian efforts in Lebanon to promoting collaboration and empathy in
Moldova, from advancing educational initiatives in Kosovo to sparking inspiring youth-led

discussions in Brno, Czech Republic.

These efforts demonstrate the immense potential youth have to create transformation in their
societies, whether through supporting displaced families, promoting civic engagement, or
addressing critical issues like mental health and education. Together, we are proving that
young people are not just the leaders of tomorrow, but the leaders of today.

| am deeply grateful for your continued support and for the tireless work of all those involved

in our projects.



Warm regards,

Marlies Ladstatter

Secretary General, IAYSP Europe and the Middle East

Erasmus+ Exchange in Helsinki, Finland

From October 8th to 14th, 2024, YSP Balkan, in partnership with Helsinki YMCA and
supported by UBT High School, organized a transformative Erasmus+ exchange program for
15 students and staff members. The 7-day experience featured impactful workshops and
interactive sessions focused on youth leadership, peacebuilding, and social inclusion through
sports. Participants were inspired by Helsinki YMCA's innovative use of sports as a tool for
community engagement and integration, gaining invaluable insights into youth-driven
initiatives for positive change. The program also offered a rich cultural exchange, as
participants immersed themselves in Finnish traditions while building meaningful connections
with their Helsinki peers. This initiative highlighted the profound role of collaboration and

intercultural dialogue in empowering young leaders across borders.



YSP UK: 56km Sponsored Walk for YSP Lebanon

Between September 29 and October 13, YSP UK organized a 56km sponsored walk
spanning London, Wales, and Slovakia to raise funds for YSP Lebanon, supporting displaced
civilians in Beirut with essential supplies like milk and blankets. Volunteers Sophia Nicholls,
Grace Mvika, Elliot Yamamoto, Bedrixan, and Alma Gaina shared the challenge, surpassing
their initial goal by raising £1,245 through a GoFundMe campaign, exceeding their target of
£750.

This initiative aligned with several UN SDGs, including SDG 2 (Zero Hunger), SDG 3 (Good
Health and Well-Being), SDG 16 (Peace, Justice, and Strong Institutions), and SDG 17
(Partnerships for the Goals). The funds, sent to Lebanon via Western Union, will support
projects addressing urgent community needs. Beyond raising funds, the team collaborated
with YSP Lebanon to ensure effective delivery of aid and engaged their communities to raise

awareness about Beirut's ongoing humanitarian crisis.



Peacebuilding Through Language: YSP Moldova’s "My Planet" Activity

On October 4th, 2024, Youth and Students for Peace Moldova hosted a peacebuilding event
at the Peace Embassy in Chisinau, bringing together nine participants for a unique blend of
education and friendship-building. Through the interactive game "My Planet", participants
practiced their English communication skills by sharing personal stories and aspirations,

fostering connections and cultural understanding.

Aligned with SDG 3 (Good Health and Well-being) and SDG 4 (Quality Education), the event
used non-formal education methods to create a supportive, engaging atmosphere.
Supported by the Family Federation for Peace and Unification Moldova, the program was
made possible through the efforts of volunteers Cornelia, Dayvid, and Viorica, who facilitated

activities, managed logistics, and prepared refreshments.



Congratulations, YSP Balkan! A Resounding Success at SINERGY 2024 &

YSP Balkan has once again made an incredible impact, shining brightly at SINERGY 2024!
With an exceptional 57.14% of all projects presented hailing from Kosovo, North Macedonia
and a remarkable 40% of participants coming from the Western Balkans (Kosovo, Albania,
Serbia, and North Macedonia), WB region has proven to be a powerhouse of youth

innovation and leadership.

Kicking off with an inspiring visit to the Vienna International United Nations Center, 13 young
leaders from Kosovo and North Macedonia, alongside peers from across Europe and the
Middle East, gained firsthand insights into global policymaking. Guided by Jeong-hye Yeom,
IAYSP EUME’s representative at the UN, our delegation showcased the immense potential

of youth on the international stage.

The momentum continued at the SINERGY Assembly in Budapest, where YSP Balkan
participants captivated audiences with their visionary ideas, supported by steadfast partners
like UBT University, UBT High School, and the University of Tetovo.



YSP Brno Celebrates All Saints' Day with Reflection and Community

On November 1, 2024, YSP Brno hosted a reflective gathering for All Saints' Day, bringing
together 11 participants for an evening focused on spirituality and remembrance. The event
featured an opening speech by Artem, followed by a lecture from Marie Sale on how different
cultures honor the departed, including Dia de los Muertos, Halloween, and Samhain.

Participants then took part in a commemorative ritual, lighting candles and reflecting on their
loved ones. This was followed by a group discussion on the nature of souls and spirituality,
fostering mutual respect and curiosity. The evening ended with socializing and board games,

strengthening the community bonds. The gathering successfully created a meaningful space
for reflection and connection.



IAYSP Lebanon Supports Displaced Families in Beirut

On October 17, 2024, IAYSP Lebanon, in collaboration with LP4Y, Mission Village, and Play
for Peace, organized two impactful humanitarian activities in Beirut to assist families
displaced by the ongoing conflict. The first activity, held at Mission Village, saw LP4Y
volunteers cooking and serving meals for 100 displaced individuals. After sharing lunch, the

team distributed meals to families living in tents on the streets.

The second activity, hosted at Play for Peace, engaged 30 children in games and activities
designed to bring joy and a sense of normalcy. The children and their mothers expressed
deep gratitude, with mothers especially appreciative of the opportunity for their kids to

participate in such uplifting activities.

The volunteers also felt fulfiled by their contributions, with many suggesting that these
events become a regular occurrence. These initiatives made a positive impact on the
community, contributing to SDG 2 (Zero Hunger) and SDG 16 (Peace, Justice, and Strong

Institutions) by addressing immediate needs and fostering a peaceful environment.



YSP Balkan Launches 3rd Edition of Peace Designer Training

YSP Balkan has announced the launch of the 3rd Edition of the Peace Designer Training, a
key initiative aimed at empowering youth with peacebuilding and leadership skills across the
region. This year’s program will kick off with sessions in Kosovo and North Macedonia, with
plans to expand throughout the Western Balkans.

Registrations are now open for this transformative experience, and we are proud to partner
with University of Tetovo (UT) and UBT University for the 2024-2025 academic year. These
esteemed institutions will collaborate with YSP Balkan to offer students and young
professionals the opportunity to develop valuable skills in peacebuilding and leadership,

ensuring the success of this impactful program.

For additional insights, check out our website - Home - YSPeace













