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A panel exhibition on victims of abduction held at the south exit of Kokura Station in Kitakyushu City on 

the southern island of Kyushu, Japan on 18th November 2024 

 

Panel exhibition reveals the horrors of persecution in Japan, the land of abduction, confinement, 

and forcible faith-breaking 

 

Tokyo, 19th November 2024 - Published as an article in the Japanese newspaper Sekai 

Nippo. Republished with permission. Translated from Japanese. Original article. 

 

Former Unification Church Raises Awareness About the Horrors of Religious 

Persecution 

 

Panel Exhibition in Kitakyushu on Abduction, Confinement, and Forcible Faith-

Breaking 

 

by the editorial department of Sekai Nippo 

 

A panel exhibition showcasing the reality of religious persecution faced by members of 

the Family Federation for World Peace and Unification (FFWPU, formerly known as 

the Unification Church) was held on 17th and 18th November on the second floor of the south exit of 

Kokura station in Kitakyushu. The exhibition, titled "Abduction, Confinement, and Forcible Faith-

Breaking", was organized by the "Kitakyushu Citizens' Association to Protect Human Rights and 

Religious Freedom". Many members of the association provided explanations of the panels to passersby, 

 
Sekai Nippo 



 

 

highlighting the horrors of abduction and forcible detention. 

 

Among the panels depicting the intensity of the persecution was an 

image of Toru Goto (後藤 徹), who was held in confinement by his 

relatives in a single apartment room for 12 years and 5 months but 

still refused to renounce his faith. The panel showed his emaciated 

appearance. One of the organizers said, 

 

"When people saw the panel of Toru Goto, they were shocked to 

realize that something like this could happen so close to home. And 

when we told them about cases like a woman who developed 

severe atopic dermatitis due to her confinement and passed away at 

the age of 48, they listened attentively." 

 

On Sunday, with many tourists and shoppers passing by, 750 flyers 

introducing the activities of the above-mentioned association were 

distributed. The person in charge said, 

 

"We want people to understand our daily activities. Currently, there 

is an ongoing dispute due to the Kitakyushu City Council's 

resolution to sever ties with the Family Federation. We want people 

to understand the details of that issue as well." 

 

 

Related to horrors of persecution in Japan: Maverick Minister Lets 

"3 Foxes in the Henhouse" 

 

More related to horrors of persecution in Japan: Journalist Reveals 

Ugly Leftwing Conspiracy 

 

Still more related to horrors of persecution in Japan: Militant 

Lawyers Dictate Government Policy 

 

More related to horrors of persecution in Japan: Courts Using Debunked Concepts Against Minority 

 

Also related to horrors of persecution in Japan: Dissolution Case: Wild Claims, Illegal Actions 

 

Also related to horrors of persecution in Japan: Terms from Consumer Law Used to Rob Faith 

 

Also related to horrors of persecution in Japan: 2nd-Generation Members Protesting Persecution 

 

Also related to horrors of persecution in Japan: Inhuman Government-Supported Mass Deprogramming 

 

And also related to horrors of persecution in Japan: Bias: No Right to Respond for Religious Minority 

 

More, related to horrors of persecution in Japan: Collusion to Rob Minority of Its Rights 

 

And more, related to horrors of persecution in Japan: State and Media Creating "Today's Non-Citizens" 

 

Still more, related to horrors of persecution in Japan: Japan Criticized for Glaring Rights Violations 

 
Photo used at the panel 

exhibition: Toru Goto in 2008, 

barely able to move after being 

held in forcible detention by his 

own family in league with 

professional faith-breakers for 

more than 12 years. Photo: 

Kazuhiro Yonemoto / Japanese 

Victims' Association against 

Religious Kidnapping and 

Forced Conversion 



 

 

 

Even more related to horrors of persecution in Japan: Two European Scholars Warning Japan 

 

And yet more related to horrors of persecution in Japan: Japan Censured at Religious Freedom Event 

 

And still more related to horrors of persecution in Japan: Lawyer Exposes Dirty Leftwing Plot 

 

And even more related to religious donors in Japan: Inhuman Government-Supported Mass 

Deprogramming 

 

And still more related to religious persecution in Japan: Malicious One-Sided Government Source 

Selection 

 

More related to religious persecution in Japan: Government's Foul Play Pointed Out 

 

More related to religious persecution in Japan: Kishida Has Opened Can of Worms 

 

 

 












