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Japanese Foreign Ministry envoys at the JAMOO2 school in Senegal 

 

Investigative journalist uncovers Kishida administration's embarrassing cover-up 

scandal in Africa to appease Japanese communists 

 

 

An article in Bitter Winter, 

the leading online magazine 

on religious liberty and 

human rights, explores a 

controversy involving the 

Japanese Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs and a 

vocational school for 

women in Senegal that was 

established with assistance 

from the Women's 

Federation for World Peace 

(WFWP), a non-

governmental organization 

with the same founders as 

the Family Federation 

(formerly the Unification 

Church). See the Bitter 

Winter article. 

 

The article penned by Editor-in-Chief Dr. Massimo Introvigne, the internationally well-known Italian 

sociologist of religion is based on a report in the influential Japanese magazine Weekly Shincho (Shukan 

Shincho) 29th August this year. 

 

 There, investigative journalist Masaki Kubota highlights a covert attempt by Japanese officials to obscure 

the school's links to the WFWP, allegedly to appease the Japanese Communist Party and shield Prime 

Minister Kishida's administration from political embarrassment. 

 

The vocational school, known as JAMOO2, was built in Thibaouin Poule, Senegal, with financial support 

from Japan's Official Development Assistance (ODA) and private donors affiliated with the WFWP. 

JAMOO2 provided valuable training to local women in skills like dressmaking, embroidery, and beading. 

The school had clear connections to the WFWP. 

 

Then after the wave of persecution of the Family Federation (formerly called the Unification Church) 

after the assassination of former Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe in July 2022, the Japanese Foreign 

 
Dr. Massimo Introvigne 

 
Masaki Kubota 



 

 

Ministry, in April 2023, sent a delegation to Senegal not to support the school, but to remove all visible 

links between the WFWP and JAMOO2. This included erasing logos, altering contact details, and even 

dismissing a long-serving teacher, in an attempt to distance the project from the Unification Church. 

 

Investigative journalist Kubota attributes this to political 

pressure that began in November 2022 when Keiji Kokuta, a 

member of Japan's Communist Party, questioned the 

government's connections to the Unification Church during a 

House of Representatives Foreign Affairs Committee meeting. 

While the government initially denied that the school was used 

for missionary activities by the Unification Church, the 

Communist Party persisted. Kokuta raised concerns about the 

involvement of Prime Minister Kishida, who had been Foreign 

Minister when ODA funds were granted for the school project. 

 

Kubota's report suggests that Japan's Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

was intimidated by these political pressures, leading to what he 

describes as a "crude and childish" cover-up attempt. The 

Ministry's officials ordered the removal of all evidence linking 

JAMOO2 to the WFWP, despite the fact that the organization 

played a critical role in funding the school's operations, 

alongside the Japanese Official Development Assistance (ODA. 

According to Véronique Diop, the school's principal and head of 

the local NGO that applied for the ODA, the officials acted in a 

heavy-handed manner, leaving her little choice but to comply in order to protect the school. 

 

 
The logo, school name, phone number, and email address had to be changed in the school sign 

 

Kubota points out that the school had always operated openly, with its connections to the WFWP well-

known and appreciated by both the Senegalese government and the United Nations. In fact, the entire 

JAMOO project, launched by WFWP in 1995, had been highly successful in empowering women in 

Senegal. The application for ODA funds was not meant to hide the WFWP's involvement but rather to 

access additional resources, with the suggestion to apply as a local NGO coming from the Japanese 

Embassy itself. This advice predated the 2022 assassination of former Prime Minister Shinzo Abe and the 

subsequent surge of negative attention towards the Family Federation / Unification Church in Japan. 

 

The article underscores the political motives behind the Ministry's actions, with journalist Kubota arguing 

that the Japanese government sought to prevent further scrutiny of Kishida's administration. The 

Communist Party continued to question the government's ties to the Unification Church, and Kubota 

claims that the Ministry's visit to Senegal was part of a larger effort to protect Kishida from criticism. The 

report concludes by noting that while Kishida has announced his resignation, the scandal may signal the 

beginning of deeper investigations into his administration's activities. 

 

Ultimately, the article paints a picture of political maneuvering by 

Japanese officials, who prioritized their domestic political concerns 

over the welfare of the school and the women it served in Senegal. 

Kubota criticizes this approach, highlighting the human cost of the 

scandal, particularly the stress it caused for Diop, who fell ill after 

being pressured by Japanese officials. The Weekly Shincho concludes that the Ministry's actions were a 

regrettable attempt to cover up connections that were never hidden to begin with. 

 

 

Related to cover-up scandal: Evidence Destruction: Kishida "Blatantly Involved" 

 
Keiji Kokuta giving a speech at 

local elections in Kumamoto City, 

Japan on 3rd April 2023 
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More, related to cover-up scandal: Collusion to Rob Minority of Its Rights 

 

And more, related to cover-up scandal: State and Media Creating "Today's Non-Citizens" 

 

More, related to cover-up scandal: Inhuman Government-Supported Mass Deprogramming 

 

Still more, related to cover-up scandal: Japan Criticized for Glaring Rights Violations 

 

Even more, related to cover-up scandal: Japan Following the Way of China 

 

And still more, related to cover-up scandal: 12 Religious Freedom NGOs Denouncing Japan 

 

And even more, related to cover-up scandal: Conference on Religious Freedom Violations 

 

Still more, related to cover-up scandal: Japan: Threat to Religious Freedom 

 

Even more, related to cover-up scandal: Call to End Witch Hunt 

 

More, related to cover-up scandal: Government's Foul Play Pointed Out 

 

More, related to cover-up scandal: Japan: 4300 Abductions and Forcible Detentions 

 

And more, related to cover-up scandal: Illegalities of Activist Lawyers Exposed 

 

Yet more, related to cover-up scandal: Lawyers Manipulating, Coercing, Lying 

 

Still more, related to cover-up scandal: Biased Information from Leftwing Lawyers 

 

Even more, related to cover-up scandal: Dangerous Precedent to Crush Religions 

 

Even more, related to cover-up scandal: Kyodo News: 100s of Rights Violations Claimed 

 

Even more, related to cover-up scandal: Fabricated Torts Part of Wily Strategy in Japan 

 

 

 



ABOUT CHINA FROM THE WORLD INTERVIEWS DOCUMENTS AND TRANSLATIONS ABOUT EDITORIAL BOARD TOPICS 

BITTER WINTER 
A MAGAZINE ON RELIGIOUS LIBERTY AND HUMAN RIGHTS 

Home / From the World / Testimonies Global 

Japan, Leading Magazine Exposes the Conspiracy Against a 
School with Unification Church Connections in Senegal 
09/10/2024 MASSIMO INTROVIGNE 

The influential "Weekly Shincho" revealed the political reasons of what it called 
a "crude and childish" attempt to appease the Communist Party. 

by /Vlassimo lntrovigne 

Japanese Foreign /Vlinistry envoys at the JAfV/002 school in Senegal. 

The "Weekly Shincho" is generally regarded as one of the most influential magazines in Japan. It has a conservat ive 

orientation. It is very significant that. within the context of Prime Minister Kishida's announcement that he will step down 

from his position, the magazine published a report by award-w inning investigat ive journalist Masaaki Kubota on the 

obnoxious activit ies of Kishida's Minist ry of Foreign Affairs in Senegal. 

"Bitter Winter" was the fi rst internat ional med ia outlet that b lew the whistle on the attack by the Japanese authorit ies 

against a school in Senegal that greatly benefited local women. The school was sponsored by the Women's Federation 

for World Peace (WFWP), an NGO that has enjoyed for more than twenty-five years general consultative status at the 

United Nations' Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC). The "general consultative status," which the WFWP received in 

1997, is different from the "special consultative status" granted to thousands of NGOs. General consultative status is 

comparatively rare. It is granted after a thorough investigation, according to the ECOSOC rules, to "fairly large, 

established international NGOs with a broad geographical reach," which have offered "substant ive and sustained 

contributions" to the aims of the United Nations in "several fields." 

There is no doubt that the WFWP has been founded in 1992 by the leaders of the Family Federation for World Peace 

and Unification, previously called the Unification Church, Dr. Hak Ja Han Moon and her late husband Reverend Sun 

Myung Moon. This is by no means concealed and is clearly explained on the web site of the o rganizat ion. On the other 

hand. the aim of the W FWP is not to proselytize for the Family Federation but to empower women internationally 

through charitable and educational work. Those who participate in the activities of the WFWP belong to all religions 

and to none. 

As reported by Kubota, "In April 2023, a section chief from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs' International Cooperation 

Bureau landed at Blaise Diagne International Airport in Senegal, Africa. After a long journey of about 33 hours from 

Japan, the section chief headed for JAMOO2, a vocational t raining school for women in the city of Thibaouin Pou le in 

the Rufisque prefecture of Dakar Province in the country." As the article explains, JAMOO means "bring peace" in the 

local Wolof language, and the number 2 indicates it was the second school of the project. At JAMOO2, the "Shincho" 

explains, some one hundred women are learning skills such as dressmaking, embroidery, lacemaking. and beading. 



JAMOO school graduates 

According to Kubota, the school "was built about six years ago with Japan's ODA (Official Development Assistance) as 

part of the Grant Assistance for Grassroots Human Security Projects. The website of the Embassy of Japan in Senegal 

also contains information about the handover ceremony held on July 25, 2018, as well as information that the Japanese 

government provided 74,639 euros (9,553,792 yen) to a local NGO." 

But why the Japanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs sent a delegation to Senegal? Kubota asks. Was it to make sure that 

the school was providing good services? Not at all: the delegation went there to "erase" the traces of the school's 

connection with the W FWP. 

As the "Shincho" notices, "In the photo of the handover ceremony mentioned earlier, a banner is hung next to the 

entrance of the school building. and when you enlarge it. you can see the logo of a person standing on a globe-like 

figure next to the school's name 'JAMOO.' This logo is hung on the exterior walls and signs of the school building and is 

also printed on the chest of the uniforms provided to students and on their graduation cert ificates. The Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs' section chief ordered the school to erase all the logos, which could be said to be the symbol of 

'JAMOO2.' They also demanded that the phone number, email address, and even the regist ration information submitted 

to the Senegalese government be changed, as if to transform 'JAMOO2' into a completely different school. They also 

demanded that one of the teachers who had been teaching the students there for many years be 'expelled.'" 

00 

Original After 

The logo, school name, phone number, and email address had to be changed in the school sign. 

As Kubota noted, this was an abuse of authority. The Japanese ODA had offered a contribution but by no means had this 

covered all the costs of the school nor even the majority of them. The rest came from private donors, mostly connected 

with the Japanese W FWP. Veronique Diop, the school's principal and head of the NGO that applied for the ODA. told 

Kubota that "the Japanese government officials took an overbearing attitude and demanded that we erase all traces of 

IWFWP connection with) the school to appease the Japanese opposition parties and public opinion. Terrified that we 

might lose the school, I had no choice but to comply.'' 

To explain what Kubota calls a "desperate cover-up attempt" by the Japanese Minist ry of Foreign Affairs, the article 

refers to an "incident dating back to a House of Representatives Foreign Affairs Committee meet ing in November 2022. 

At that meeting, Keiji Kokuta, a member of the House of Representatives from the Japanese Communist Party, asked 

whether JAMOO2, a facility run by the Japan WFWP, was being used by the former Unification Church for missionary 

activ ities.'' Although the answer to this question was "no." the Communist Party clearly t ried to embarrass the 

government by implying that it continued to cooperate with the Family Federation/Unification Church. 

Both the then Foreign Minister Yoshimasa Hayashi and Kishida himself answered the Communist leader by promising to 

investigate. On March 17, 2023, Kokuta insisted with his questions at another meet ing at the House of Representatives 

Foreign Affairs Committee. Then Minister Hayashi, Kubota reports, "responded with the results of the investigation: local 

Embassy staff visited JAMOO2, checked all the documents, and declared that the school was an 'independent NGO' 

and had no affiliation with the W FW P.'' 



Communist fvf P Keiji Kokuta (left, credits) and former Foreign Minister Yoshimasa Hayashi (right, credits). 

Kubota notes that technically "the results of this investigation were not a lie. However, they were a decept ion. This is 

because the person who proposed the scheme of applying for ODA as an 'independent NGO' was a staff member of the 

Japanese Embassy in Senegal." In fact, the whole JAMOO project was launched and funded by W FWP in 1995. Kubota 

reports that it was highly successful and praised by both the Senegalese government and the United Nations. In fact, it 

was so successful that it needed a new building. 

"At that time," Kubota wri tes, "a staff member of the Japanese Embassy in Senegal, whom she had known for some time, 

suggested to Diop that she may use Japan's ODA to build a new school building. It was a social contribut ion that was 

valued by the United Nations and the Senegalese government, and the Japanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs would also 

be happy w ith it. Thinking that this was a godsend, Diop immediately t ried to apply but was given the following advice 

by an Embassy official: rather than applying through the WFWP, it would be better for Diop to set up a civil society 

organization herself and apply through that organization." 

Kubota does not believe that the suggestion came because of the W FWP's connect ion with the Unification Church. The 

conversation between the Japanese Embassy staff and Diop happened in 2015, well before the 2022 assassination of 

former Prime Minister Shinzo Abe. At that time, "the former Unification Church was hardly crit icized at all in Japan, and 

[ruling! Liberal Democratic Party lawmakers were also attending events held by related organizations as a matter of 

course." 

In fact, Diop told Kubota that, "According to the Embassy staff, it seems that Japanese ODA tends to be more easily 

provided to local civi l society groups than to international organizations like the W FWP. They simply acknowledged our 

long history of supporting women in Senegal and were simply supporting us." For this reason, Diop established a local 

NGO that applied for the ODA. But in no way did she hide the connect ion w ith the WFWP, in fact she was "proud" of it. 

Kubota notes that there are two "undeniable facts": first, that the ODA was not given to the W FWP but to a Senegalese 

NGO, and second, that the relationship between that NGO and the WFWP, whose branch in Japan cont inued to 

contribute crucial donat ions for the JAMOO project , was not hidden. All this was easy to discover without complex 

research. 
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The longer version of the article in the "Weekly Shincho." 

So, again, why Japan's Foreign Ministry took the trouble to send people to Senegal to erase all the visible t races of the 

W FW P's connection with JAMOO? "The key to solv ing this mystery," Kubota answers," lies in the House of 

Representatives Foreign Affairs Committee meet ing on March 29, 2023. Unsatisfied w ith the government's response of 

March 17, 2023, [Com munist! Representative Kokuta argued that the reason the Minist ry of Foreign Affairs was trying to 

evade the issue by conducting a 'sloppy invest igation' was because the ODA had been approved by Prime Minister 

Kishida w hen he was Fore ign Minister. He suggested that the invest igat ion had been d istorted out of consideration for 

the government. w ho wanted to 'keep quiet about anything related to Kishida."' 

The next day, March 30, 2023, the Communist Party's newspaper, "Akahata," also reported that "then Foreign Minister 

Kishida was involved in provid ing ODA to organizations related to the Unification Church." 

So, Kubota reports, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, intimidated by the Japanese Communist Party, put out a "crude and 

chi ld ish attempt " to protect Kishida. "Diop, w ho was suddenly ordered by the section chief of the Ministry of Fore ign 

Affairs from Japan to 'destroy the evidence.' was so shocked and scared that she might lose her school that she 

became il l for a while. Is pushing an innocent Senegalese person to this extent really w hat Japan's internat ional aid 

shou ld be?" 

"Prime Minister Kishida is stepping down," the "Shincho" concludes, "but the investigat ion into what this administrat ion 

has been up to behind the scenes has only j ust begun." 

TAGGED WITH: JAPAN, SENEGAL. UNIFICATION CHURCH 

Massimo lntrovigne 
Massimo lntrovigne (born June 14. 1955 in Rome) is an Italian sociologist of religions. He is the founder and 
managing director of the Center for Studies on New Religions (CESNUR). an international network of scholars 
who study new religious movements. lntrovigne is the author of some 70 books and more than 100 articles in 
the field of sociology of religion. He was the main author of the Encicloi;iedia delle religioni in 
Italia (Encyclopedia of Religions in Italy). He is a member of the editorial board for the lnterdiscii;ilinarY. Journal of 

Research on Religion and of the executive board of University of California Press' Nova Relig[Q. From January 5 to December 31, 
2011, he has served as the "Representative on combating racism. xenophobia and discrimination. with a special focus on 
discrimination against Christians and members of other religions" of the Qrganization for SecuritY. and Co-oi;ieration in 
Euroi;ie (OSCE) From 2012 to 2015 he served as chairperson of the Observatory of Religious Liberty, instituted by the Italian 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs in order to monitor problems of religious liberty on a worldwide scale. 

Related articles 

How to Steal a School: 
Japan's Persecution of 
the Unification Church 
Extends to Senegal 

Keep Reading 
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Unification Church in 
Japan, Not Even Dead 
Members Are Safe: The 
July 11 Decision on ... 

The Crisis of Butsudan: 
What Does It Tell Us 
About Japan? 

Japan, Communist Party Continues to Harass the Women's Federation for World 

Peace: An Interview w ith Moriko Hori 

Claiming it is a "front" for the Unification Church, Communists tried to prevent its popular 
Japanese Speech Contest for Female Foreign Students from taking place in Niigata City. 

United Nations Denounce Discriminat ion and Hate Crimes Against Jehovah's 

W itnesses and Others in Japan 
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acknowledges the existence of a major relig ious liberty crisis in the country. 
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"If You Are a Cult. You Lose": Japanese Courts' Unwritten Rule Even App lies to Parties 
Merely "Connected" with a "Cult" 

The judgement of July 1 against the Women Federation for World Peace simply confirms 
that court decisions in Japan are about politics, not law. 


