FFWPU Europe and the Middle East: Hwang Bo-guk replaces Song Gwang-seok
as President of FFWPU So. Korea

Knut Holdhus
August 4, 2024

From the inauguration of Bo-guk Hwang on 1st August 2024
Bo-guk Hwang inaugurated 1st August as new president of the Family Federation in South Korea
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Two presidents of Family Federation in South Korea, in-coming Bo-guk Hwang and out-going Gwang-
seok Song

On 1st August 2024, a ceremony was held at the South Korean headquarters of the Family Federation in

Cheongpa-ro, Yongsan-gu, Seoul to inaugurate Bo-guk Hwang (22 =) as new president of the Family

Federation of South Korea. He replaces Gwang-seok Song (& & 4d) who held the position since May

2023.

The South Korean paper Mudeung Daily (5 & &) reported on 2nd August that Hwang in his inaugural
address said,

"For the past 33 years, my pastoral philosophy has been to provide clear water to the pastoral field, like



water, a symbol of humility and the source of life. [...] I will start from the lowest position, absolutely
obeying the command of heaven and serving with respected pastors and members."

According to the daily, Bo-guk Hwang was born in

—
::::} El E o I ]:l South Korea in 1963. He received a master's degree in
SN\ J 2 T O = _1_ pastoral studies and family therapy from Sun Moon

Mudeung Daily University Graduate School of Theology and
completed a doctoral program in pastoral studies at
Sunhak UP Graduate School. He began his ministry at the Gangwon Diocese of the Family Federation in
1991 and has since then held various leadership positions within the Family Federation in the provinces
of Gyeonggi and Gangwon.

From the inauguration ceremony 1st August 2024

The inauguration ceremony was also featured on Peace TVs HJ Global News 3rd August 2024.
According to news presenter Christa Kamga Fotso Yeun, President Hwang outlined in his inaugural
address his vision for the Korean movement. He declared that under his leadership the movement would
actively spread the word filled with spirit and truth, involve the youth, and stand strong.

According to the news presenter, this vision aligns with Mother Moon's call for an innovation of the
Korean movement.

In his inaugural speech, Hwang also emphasized that the Family Federation today is a movement with a
God-given vision. "What greater vision can there be?" he asked.

He pointed out that Mother Moon has asked the Family Federation to become a strong movement. But to
be strong doesn't necessarily mean to have a large number of members.

Hwang maintained there are two kinds of movements like the Family Federation. Some are like cruise
ships, others like battleships. And there are battleships that carry out operations and engage in battles. He
claimed that the Family Federation is like a battleship. In the 1970s, even though the Family Federation -
then called the Unification Church - was only present in one location in each district, it had the power to
move the entire nation. Hwang stressed that to recover the identity as that kind of movement must be our
goal. The Family Federation must carry out campaigns and operations and be a movement that our
Heavenly Parent comes to, that can exert a powerful, good influence on the world. Hwang declared,

"I will be the captain of our Family Federation battleship. And
we will sail forward!"

Dr. Yong-cheon Song, International President of the Family
Federation delivered a congratulatory address. Won-ju McDevitt
conveyed words of encouragement from Mother Moon to the
new president of the Family Federation of South Korea. The
former president Gwang-seok Song gave a "farewell address".
The inauguration ceremony was attended by ca. 300 persons,
including most branch leaders of the Family Federation.
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