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Robert Mikita of Allatra TV interviewing Barbara
Grabner on 18th June 2024

Investigative journalist points out how
politicians and media willingly embrace
fear-mongering faith-breakers

by Knut Holdhus

Barbara Grabner, Austrian author and
journalist, was in June 2024 interviewed by
Allatra TV, a TV channel run by the Allatra
spiritual movement, founded in 2011 by Igor
Mikhailovich Danilov, a Ukrainian.

Grabner has written on topics related to
religious freedom. One of her notable works is
"Das Martyrertum der Zeugen Jehovas in der
Slowakei 1939 - 1945" (The Martyrdom of
Jehovah's Witnesses in Slovakia 1939-1945),
which explores the persecution and
experiences of Jehovah's Witnesses during the

Slovak State period. This book delves into issues of religious freedom, highlighting the struggles and
resilience of a religious minority under a repressive regime.

Barbara Grabner in TV studio 18th June 2024

She is also known for her investigative
journalism on so-called faith-breaking. This
was the focus of "Faith-Breaking Is Big
Business", the program Allatra TV released on
9th July featuring the interview with Grabner.

Grabner, a member of the Family Federation,
was asked about her experience with faith-
breaking organizations and their practices. She
replied,

"In September 1976, during my stay in
Washington DC, I had my first encounter with
faith-breaking groups. [...] At that time the
faith-breakers - so-called deprogrammers - were
supported by the public (politicians, churches,
parents, media). Deprogramming became a big
business! They kidnapped members from
various groups in large numbers."

Barbara Grabner explained that parents of members of the Unification Church paid thousands of dollars
to have their son or daughter "freed from danger". According to the Austrian journalist,

Did constant fear-mongering from faith-breakers cause terror attack against the Jehovah's Witnesses in
Hamburg? Here, the Kingdom Hall in Hamburg-Alsterdorf, ten days after the killing spree on 9th March

2023: damaged door, flowers and candles



"Some members who escaped were kidnapped several times. This business combined lies and terror and
spread soon to Europe. Many friends became afraid to visit their relatives. My parents were worried, but
my mother said that she does not approve of force. Thus, I felt to be safe."

Robert Mikita of Allatra TV interviewing Barbara Grabner on 18th June 2024

Grabner claims that the media spread terrible stories and gave voice only to opponents and faith-breakers.
Most of the time they used former members who had left the religious organization as witness, but neither
the media nor the faith-breakers mentioned that those "witnesses" had been forcibly de-converted by
faith-breakers earlier.

Basically, this came to an end in the USA when some deprogrammers were sentenced to jail or huge
fines. In the late 1980s, the wave of kidnappings and forcible faith-breaking also stopped in Europe, but
not in Japan.

Asked about the tactics of the faith-breakers and the harm they cause to individuals and society, Grabner
replied, "Their method is to spread fear everywhere and terrify relatives - they call for government
action."

She points out that the goal of faith-breakers is to have states drastically curb the freedom of religion for

certain minority faiths. The media has to a large extent aided the faith-breakers and "hindered or stopped
the growth of new religions. [...] At the same time the media became hostile also to bigger or established
religions. Also, the Catholic church is now persecuted by the media."

Grabner continues,

"Organizations like FECRIS (since 1994) and RACIRS (since 1993) have faced condemnation by courts
in various countries for criminal and civil violations. Why can they continue? Because of media support.
Journalists search for bad news, scandals. In 2019, a former member of the Unification Church caused a
scandal - though he had left the church 35 years earlier [...]. There were headlines that a "Moonie' had
hidden his children in a cellar, etc."

The Austrian journalist explains that the faith-breakers work to damage the reputation of a faith for a very
long time. As a result of media publishing such allegations, members of minority faiths easily become
social outcasts and socially isolated in their village or at their workplace until their everyday life proves
that the faith-breakers lie. But the restoration of a damaged reputation needs many years, and especially
children suffer from it.

Grabner also emphasizes that faith-breakers say that the leaders of new religious movements are
manipulators, but in reality, it is the faith-breakers who do the manipulation,

"They select and spread information with a huge bias."



In the interview Barbara Grabner gave details about the extensive cooperation since the 1990s between
faith-breaking organizations in European countries and Russia. She claims that the activities of the French
faith-breaking organization FECRIS - European Federation of Centres of Research and Information on
Cults and Sects have combined forces with the pro-Putin Russian Association of Centers for the Study of
Religions and Sects. Not long ago FECRIS expanded activities to Japan and China.

Grabner points out: "FECRIS lost a court case against the Jehovah's Witnesses in Hamburg in 2020,
where it was found guilty of 18 false allegations. In March 2021 FECRIS claimed that there was no
persecution of Jehovah's Witnesses in Russia, calling such reports as 'primitive propaganda'.

Alexander Dvorkin in 2006

Alexander Dvorkin [Editor's note: High-ranking Russian faith-
breaking activist and academic] remained a FECRIS Board of
Directors member until March 2023. Dvorkin introduced the
term 'totalitarian sect', which FECRIS later adopted. In 2009,
Dvorkin became vice-president of FECRIS. The organization
was granted 'ECOSOC Special Consultative Status' by the UN!
The labelling of religions as 'cults' intensified afterwards."

Barbara Grabner also adds that a big problem is that FECRIS
and similar faith-breaking organizations receive a lot of money
from national governments. Faith groups, however, have no
sponsors and often lack personnel as well.
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