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The Marriage Blessing ceremony of the Family Federation in Cheonan, South Korea 26th July 2004

The thousands of couples of 26th July 2004 celebrate their 20th Marriage Blessing anniversary

Father and Mother Moon officiating 26th July 2004

On 26th July 2004, a large wedding ceremony was held by the Family Federation at the Yu Gwan-sun
gymnasium, an indoor stadium in the city of Cheonan, approx. an hour's drive south of Seoul. The event
was officiated by the founders, Father and Mother Moon, who gave their blessing on the marriage of the
4,600 couples present in the stadium and thousands of others attending simultaneous ceremonies in cities
around the world, connected to the main one in South Korea via internet.




Religious leaders at the Marriage Blessing ceremony of the Family Federation in Cheonan, South Korea
26th July 2004

Religious leaders at the Marriage Blessing | Michael Jenkins, writing for the American newsletter
ceremony of the Family Federation Unification News - August 2004 issue - described the
in Cheonan, South Korea 26th July 2004 event,

"The stadium was literally filled with blessed couples of
both first and second generation. The brides looked
stunning and beautiful in their white bridal gowns, and
the men also looked great in stature and dignity, as these
families pledged they would not only build true families
with no divorce and no adultery, but also that they would

Confucianist leader | Shinto leader seek to build a new world through linking their family
together beyond race md religion, to build the Kingdom
of God."

Christian leader Sunni Moslem leader

Christian leader Shia Moslem leader | Stanislav Shushkevich speaking 26th July 2004 in
Cheonan

Jenkins also reported on the numerous religious leaders
who also gave their blessings on the many couples,

"Prominent religious leaders representing various faiths
of the world came forward to bless the couples. Standing
on the stage in a line, each one offered a prayer from their
Buddhist leader Hindu leader own religious tradition asking God's blessing upon the
couples. Archbishop George Augustus Stallings
represented Christianity. Imam Muhammad Elahi represented the Shia Muslim faith. They were joined by
Dr. Hamdi Mohammad Murad, professor at Al Baraga University, a leader of the Syrian Orthodox
Church, a Hindu leader, a Shinto leader, and a Buddhist leader. The invocations of blessing from religious
leaders affirm that there is one God and that all the faiths are coming together now to invoke the
collective power of their foundations in strengthening and uplifting marriage and family."

Father and Mother Moon officiating 26th July 2004

Several former presidents, prime ministers and current heads of state attended the event. Stanislav
Shushkevich (1934-2022), the first President (1991-1994) of Belarus after it seceded from the Soviet
Union, said in his congratulatory speech:

"1 have been privileged to attend these kinds of ceremonies ever since | participated in the First World
Culture and Sports Festival in August 1992 as head of the state of Belarus. Since that first meeting, | have
been given many opportunities to see, first-hand, the great works that have been done by Dr. and Mrs.
Moon. It was a privilege to have Mrs. Hak Ja Han Moon speak in my home country in November 1993.




Today we are witnessing the moving scene in the holy blessing ceremony of so many beautiful young
couples representing dozens of nations, religions and races from throughout the world. Truly, this is a
profoundly historic occasion, and | heartily congratulate each one of you! In an age when divorce rates
are rising and we are confronted with the plague of AIDS, you represent the brightest hope for a better
future. You are pioneers at a time when many people question the meaning and validity of marriage and
family. Through you, the world will have hope to turn the tide and create model families which can
inspire others."

One of the many couples in Cheonan 26th July 2004
In the keynote address, Jeong-hwan Kwak, representing the organizers, said,

"Although civilization today boasts of prosperity from the advancement of science and technology, it is
being shaken to its roots by conflicts arising between races and religions. Moral values have deteriorated
as time has passed, and humanity faces an uncertain future because of immorality, the breakdown of the
family and the corruption of youth. Under such circumstances, this amazing marriage blessing is being
fulfilled internationally, interracially and interreligiously, leading to the realization of harmony through
true love and the ideal of humanity as one family. An unprecedented revolution to hasten a beautiful
culture of heart - a true love culture - is happening across the globe."
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