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Seepart 1

So where is love best fostered and developed? In his book "The Great
Learning", Confucius (c.551-479 BC) spoke of this, and he said,

"The ancients who wished to illustrate illustrious virtue throughout the
kingdom, first ordered well their own states. Wishing to order well
their states, they first regulated their families."

What is the basis for world peace? Certainly, for Confucius, the family
played a central role. He said that in the process of development as a
human being, one needs to undergo an investigation of things. The
"ancients" he mentioned needed to develop their knowledge to the
utmost. Then they needed to become sincere in their thoughts. They
needed to rectify their hearts, and they needed to cultivate their
persons. Then, they could regulate their families and establish good
order in their states, so that their kingdom became recognized as a
model of virtue.

The notion of self-cultivation is a very important concept within
Eastern philosophy. And we are all touched by a person who really
has control, who's able to demonstrate the proper attitude, heart, and
love towards others. That's a person whao's been able to rectify his or
her heart and have been able to cultivate personality.

Within the Unification worldview, or what we refer to in terms of our
movement as Divine Principle, these different categories have a
certain meaning.

But let me first read this quote from Confucius, talking about his own
development in these areas. | love this quote. Confucius says (In The
Analects, book 2, chapter 4)



"At fifteen, | set my heart upon learning.

At thirty, | had planted my feet firm upon the ground.

At forty, | no longer suffered from perplexities.

At fifty, | knew what were the biddings of Heaven.

At sixty, | heard them with docile ear (meaning he no longer fought them).

At seventy, | could follow the dictates of my own heart; for what | desired no longer overstepped
the boundaries of right."

So he came to incarnate the things that he searched for and finally was able to meet God, or what he
always refers to as "Heaven." He was finally able to hear what Heaven expected of him. And though he
admits that he struggled at first, he was finally able to receive it wholeheartedly and come to embody it.

So this process, these five different steps that are outlined in The Great
Learning, and we have here from Confucius' words in The Analects,
these words are very close to the process that we know as the perfection
of individuality within the teachings of Father and Mother Moon, that is,
the whole notion of achieving what's referred to as "the first blessing" or
the cultivation of self, the perfection of the personality.

Then, Confucius speaks about regulation of the family. And | don't think
he's talking about just some kind of lawful regulation of the family. Not
at all. I think he's talking about establishment of a family, where the

The 1st blessing center is this rectified heart, this cultivation of personality, beginning
with the parents.

That corresponds to what we refer to within the teachings of
Unificationism as "the second blessing".

And then thirdly, Confucius talks about five basic relationships that exist
within society and the world.

If we look at the five categories of relationships within Confucianism, we
find that three of the areas that he dedicates attention to relate to the
family - parent and child, husband and wife, the relationship between
The 2nd blessing older sibling and younger sibling.

The parent-child-relationship is the
relationship that we have with our parents. It
teaches us how to relate to authorities. If we
have a trusting relationship with our parents,
we will be comfortable relating to those who
are maybe our bosses in the future, our
teachers. That desire to trust is cultivated, first
of all, in the family.

And through our relationship with our
siblings, we learn to build proper
Ilustration used by Dr. Thomas Ward during his relationships with friends. Which of my
presentation 2nd July 2024 friends are in the position of my elder
brothers and sisters? Who are my juniors,
how do | relate to them? Confucius looked at the world that he was a part of through the optic of the
family, and that became an underlying reference point within Asian civilizations. They established good
order in their states and their kingdoms and could be recognized as a model of virtue.

And such ethical nations and societies represent what we describe in Unification teaching as establishing
a model dominion through our societies, finally being able to realize these three concepts: "Be fruitful,
multiply, have dominion." These aspirations are not limited to Unificationism. We find those concepts in
Judaism, we find them in Christianity. We find them in Islam.

And if we look at the Book of Genesis, these three, what are referred to as "blessings”, are invoked by the
Creator in his aspirations for the first family, Adam and Eve. They are invoked towards Noah; they are
invoked in Abraham's case as well: "Be fruitful, multiply and have dominion."

It is this process whereby we rectify our hearts, we cultivate our personalities, we relate to our families. In
all cases, our reference point should be heart. And we likewise should reach out to our nation and to our
communities with heart, manifesting that same dimension of concern and care.



Now, Sigmund Freud and Confucius shared one thing in common. What
they both understood was that the front line of everything in terms of the
character development of human beings, was the family.

The family is that front line, the place where things are supposed to be
developed, and where people can be prepared to live and contribute to
their societies, to contribute to their countries and to contribute to world
peace, ultimately.

To be continued. Part 3 coming soon.
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