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This month, our communities have had the opportunity to meet and listen to Dr. Raphael Ogar Oko's
wisdom in different occasions. See how it went below!

In the first week of his visit, Dr. Oko visited Greenwich university for two events, where many guests
could join and he could also meet with a youth pastor from the Brotherhood of Cross and Star. On Sunday
the 7th of April, he gave a sermon in River South Community at the Peace Embassy on Peace Message
#8. The message was an inspiration to many and could bring more understanding on the connection
between the UK and Nigeria and the need for interdependence and mutual prosperity between former
colonies and the UK.

During his stay, Dr. Oko also visited the Birmingham community, here are some photos from his visit:



We are very grateful for his visit, his teachings, his insights and all the hard work in his mission and the
betterment of this world. We wish him a safe return and we hope to see him again soon!

See below a testimony from one of the attending members:
Dear Dr. Oko,

I have been in Abuja once, several years ago and got a small taste of the country, but | must admit
that understanding life in Nigeria is not easy. But in your sermon today you enlightened me a lot.
I could understand how Nigeria was put together by the British without necessary considerations
to internal issues. But even though the country was not born well, you seem to emphasize the
good inheritance of being a part of the empire in which the sun never sets.

Because parallel with the challenging mix of tribes and religions that constitutes todays Nigeria,
came the inheritance of both education and language and more. As history cannot be changed, |
believe the best way towards the future is to build on the goodness from the past, rather than
being too much stuck in historical resentment. In that way you are a role model and | wish more
people could take after your example. You gave us good understanding of Nigeria's situation, it's
history, its resources and size. Every fifth African is an Nigerian. Even though today's situation is
less than good, | think you are right in saying that if Nigeria can move - Africa will move. It has
potential.

I did also appreciate your talk about universally shared values, interdependence and co-
prosperity. These are some key concepts in Divine Principle, for some it is a bit academic, but



you gave the concepts life in a way that everybody could relate to. Your comparison between
bodily harmony and life in the human world was striking. You shared also openly about your
challenges. Being blessed is good but there is a responsibility and expectation attached to it. You
shared honestly of the feeling of fear and the feeling of lack of time in order to fulfil the call that
we all have to build God's kingdom on Earth.

Finally I liked to hear your belief in education before projects. Not the other way round. How can
anybody take care, in the proper way, without education? Thanks for pointing this out. And
regarding projects, you mentioned that Nigeria have many natural resources, but a lack of human
and technical resources to take care of it. Even printing was mentioned. Printing in Nigeria
sounds better than sending books from Europe. Your talk today contributed to a deeper
understanding and a desire to help and support. God bless Nigeria. When Nigeria, moves Africa
moves."

You can find more information on Dr. Oko's projects here.
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