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Sun Myung Moon writing calligraphy at the founding of the International Federation for Victory over 

Communism (IFVOC) 13th January 1968 in Cheongpa, Seoul, South Korea 

 

The origin of half a century with fierce persecution is simply red hatred for movement working to 

protect Japan and provide clear alternative to communism 

 

Bitter Winter, the online magazine for human rights and 

religious freedom, published as a series of three articles a report 

titled "The Unification Church Case in Japan: A Politician 

Speaks Up." It was written by a member of the Liberal 

Democratic Party (LDP), Toshikazu Masubuchi, who served as 

speaker of Tochigi Prefectural Assembly 1991-2011. 

 

On 28th February 2024, Bitter Winter published the 2nd of its 3 

articles. It was headlined "Spies and Fake News". There, 

Masubuchi explains how an initiative by the International 

Federation for Victory Over Communism (IFVOC), founded by 

Sun Myung Moon, against foreign spies was one of the main 

reasons the political left of Japan kept attacking his movement. 

 

On part 1 in Bitter Winter series 

 

Even though Japan was a liberal democracy, it earned the 

reputation of being a "spy haven" because it lacked laws to 

prevent espionage. Masubuchi tells about KGB major Stanislav 

Levchenko, a former Soviet agent who worked four years as a 

spy in Japan, before he defected to the USA in 1979 and bore 

witness in front of the U.S. House Intelligence Committee. He 

stated that the absence of laws against espionage in Japan 

facilitated his work. 

 

Levchenko disclosed the names of no less than 200 Japanese 

politicians and journalists who were involved in espionage 

activities. Those included leading members of the Japan 

Socialist Party like Seiichi Katsumata (勝間田 清一 - its leader 

1967-1968), Shigeru Ito (chairman of the Policy Deliberation 

Council), and Tamotsu Sato (secretariat chief of the Socialist 

Association). Levchenko's disclosure of the huge Japanese spy 

network was truly significant. 
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Also, North Korean agents worked as spies in Japan, and the 

lack of laws preventing espionage made it impossible for the 

police to counter it effectively. If anti-espionage laws had been 

in place, occurrences such as North Korea's abduction of 

Japanese citizens from 1977 to 1983 could have been avoided. 

Given Japan's advanced industrial status, protecting its industries 

from industrial espionage was also crucial. 

 

In response to these national security concerns, the International 

Federation for Victory Over Communism (IFVOC), founded by 

Sun Myung Moon, sought the backing from resource persons 

across various fields - politicians, businessmen, academics, 

journalists, lawyers, diplomats, religious leaders, and individuals 

with security experience - in order to set up the "Spy Prevention 

Law Enactment Citizens Conference". 

 

Local branches were formed in all prefectures to raise awareness 

for the introduction of the law. The "Spy Prevention Law 

Enactment Promotion Citizens Conference" was established in 

February 1979 with Seiichi Uno (1910-2008), a professor emeritus at the University of Tokyo, as 

chairman. A meeting of the founding members took place at Sankei Hall in Tokyo with 300 scholars, 

intellectuals, and businessmen attending. 

 

Five years later, in April 1984, a large meeting was convened at 

the National Diet Building. About 300 lawmakers and experts 

came together and discussed the formation of the 

"Parliamentarians and Experts Discussion Group for the 

Promotion of the Spy Prevention Law," chaired by Nobusuke 

Kishi (1896-1987), Prime Minister 1957-1960. 

 

Toshikazu Masubuchi describes his work to promote the 

adoption of an "Opinion Statement Calling for the Enactment of 

the Spy Prevention Law" in the Tochigi Prefectural Assembly on 

25th March 1982. A representative from the Socialist Party was 

strongly against it and tried to use so-called obstructive tactics. 

The heated debate lasted until midnight, when a resolution in 

favour of the opinion statement was at last passed. Masubuchi 

became secretary-general of the Tochigi prefecture branch of the 

IFVOC and traveled throughout the prefecture delivering 

speeches. 

 

Law enforcement officials in charge of national and public 

security commended this initiative warmly. A subcommittee consisting of "security professionals" within 

the movement that supported the enactment of the anti-spy law included former top officials such as a 

former head of the National Police Agency and former top officials of the Tokyo Metropolitan Police. 

 

Despite discussions in the Diet regarding the enactment of the Espionage Prevention Bill, it did not gain 

sufficient backing. No action was taken on serious national security concerns. 

 

 

To be continued. Part 2b coming soon. 

 

On part 1 in Bitter Winter series 

 

More about red hatred for movement: Media/Legal Expert: Communism Behind Persecution 

Yet more about red hatred for movement: Gingrich: Kishida Joining Communist Campaign 

Still more about red hatred for movement: Inhuman Government-Supported Mass 

Deprogramming 

Even more about red hatred for movement: Japan Following the Way of China 

And yet more about red hatred for movement: New Admission by Top Japanese Communist 

And still more about red hatred for movement: Japan: Communist Anti-Religious View in Media 

And even more about red hatred for movement: Leftwing Smear Campaign in Japan 

More about red hatred for movement: Japanese Communists' Final War 

More about red hatred for movement: Communists of China Exploiting Assassination 

More about red hatred for movement: The 3 Enemies of Religious Liberty 

 
Spying for the Soviet Union: 

Seiichi Katsumata, leader of Japan 

Socialist Party 1967-1968 

 
Nobusuke Kishi, 15th June 1961 
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Toshikazu Masubuchi. Photo: 
Bit ter Win ter 
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"The Unification Church 

Case in Japan: A 

Politician Speaks Up." It 

w as written by a 

member of the Libera l 

Democratic Party (LOP). 

Toshikazu Masubuchi, 

w ho served as speaker of 

Tochig i Prefectura l Assembly7997-20ll. 

On 27th February 2024, Bitter Winter 

publ ished the 1st of its 3 articles. It was 

head lined "It Is All About Anti­

communism". 

BITTER 
-------
WINTER 

On part 2a in the Bitter Winter series 

In it, Masubuchi tel ls his story, how he came to work together 

with t he Unification Church and why he th inks it is being 

unjustly persecuted fiercely. 

He was born in a deeply rel igious Buddhist family in 

Utsunomiya (~t'll'/5$ ). the main c ity of Tochig i Prefecture(~* 

~). about 700 km north of TokYo. He worked in his father's 

large construction company before entering politics at the age 

of 26, in 7972. Three years later, he was e lected to the 

prefectural assembly and served t here for nine terms unti l 

2071. 

Masubuchi describes his politica l fundamenta ls, 

"For me, the essence of conservative pol it ics lies in 

patriotism and re lig ious faith. Masashige Kusunoki 

[ti¥1* iEJjj/; - 7294-7338, the epitome of the loyal 

samurai in Japanese history] advocated 

"Hirihokenten" as his emblem. This means that one 

should act in accordance with the wil l of Heaven. 

Wit hout a sense of reverence towards Heaven, 

people would act as t hey please, and j ustice wou ld 

not preva il. Following the wil l of Heaven is essential 

for polit ics that lead people to happiness. 

A lthough Japan is often described as non-re lig ious, 

rel igious sentiments are actually ingrained w it hin 

t he people, as seen in the incorporation of rel igious 

ritua ls into annual event s. I bel ieve that the 

Japanese people's reputation for moral integrit y is 

largely due to the deep-rooted relig ious faith that 

has been trad it ional ly passed down from one 

generation to the next." 

The experienced politician holds the bel ief that despite the 

d iversity of religions worldwide, akin to the various climbing 

routes up Mount Fuji, different religious denominations may 

vary in approach but ultimately aspire toward the same 

goal. Therefore, he holds respect for rel igions beyond 

Buddhism. 

Masubuchi's conservative politica l ideology stands in stark 

opposition to communism. He fundamenta lly rej ects 

communism for its denial of the existence of God and its 

wi llingness to employ any means to ach ieve its objectives, 

regard less of the human cost. He cites instances from h istory 

w here hundreds of millions of lives were lost in countries like 

the former Soviet Union, the People's Republic of China (PRC}, 

and Cambodia due t o communist regimes' indifference 

t owards human rights v iolat ions. The Tochigi politician is 

strongly opposed to the concentration of power in the hands 

of a few based on the concept that a Communist paradise 

can be created by a one-party dictatorship. 

He recounts an incident he experienced when left- leaning 

media fa lsely accused a school principa l of obstructing free 

speech when he cal led the police to handle a disturbance at a 

junior high school in Utsunomiya City. This incident led 

Masubuchi to publ icly express his belief that the school board, 

rather than the principal, should handle media relations in 

such situations. However, h is statement w as twisted by media 

outlets like the "Asahi Shim bun" and exploited by the 

Communist Partv. showcasina their tendencv to distort facts 
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and propagate falsehoods to suit their narrative. 

Fol lowing his unsuccessful bid in the July 1974 by-election for 

the Tochigi Prefectural Assem b ly, Masubuchi was int roduced 

t o the International Coalition for Victory Over Communism 

(IFVOC), a conservative political o rganization founded by Sun 

Myung Moon. That was during t he Cold Wa r era w hen Japan 

and South Korea faced the threat of communist expansionism. 

Inspired by IFVOC's st ance against communism, Masubuch i 

engaged in d iscussions criticizing communism wit h t he 

m embers of the anti-communist o rganizat ion. 

Masubuchi reca lls attend ing t he 

Tochig i Prefect ural Convention of 

IFVOC around 1976, w here it s 

cha irman Osami Kuboki (1931-

1998) delivered a speech tit led "A 

Cry for the Salvation of the 

Country". He addressed the threat 

of communism f rom a 

conservative perspective. 

Impressed by t he speech, 

Masubuchi felt a sense of 

solidarity with IFVOC's va lues, 

"As someone proud to be a 

conservative politician, it felt 

as if I had gained a m illion 

Osami Kubok i in 7969. 
Photo: FFWPU 

al lies and found a leader in politica l p hilosophy. At 

t hat t ime, t he rel ig ious affiliations of those leadi ng 

IFVOC were an enti rely d ifferent d imension of the 

issue." 

The pol it ician reca lls how IFVOC from the late 1970s and into 

the 1990s, p layed a significant role in supporting 

conservative candidates in local elections, contributing to 

the decline of left-wing administrations in many 

municipalities, 

" In 1978, the Kyoto Prefect ural Governor elect ion 

t ook p lace. The left-w ing administrat ion of Torazo 

Ninagawa (~J l lm .=. - 1897-1981) had lasted for 28 

years in Kyoto, and to overthrow it, young members 

of IFVOC fought on the front lines through street 

speeches and more. They even faced fierce 

int erference from the Communist Party at t imes. 

After such life-threatening battles, conservative 

cand idate Yukio Hayashida (t*EE 1it~.c7<: - l915-2007) 

won the election. 

K. M iyamoto. 
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In response, Kenj i M iyamoto 

(g':zt;: ~;fci - 1908-2007), the 

Com munist Party chairman 

at t he t ime, w as furious and 

ca lled for the destruction of 

IFVOC and FFWPU ('Red Flag' 

(Sh imbun Akahata - t he 

newspaper of t he Japanese 

Communist Party), 8th June 

1978)." 

And IFVOC continued to engage in 

front line battles in various local 

elect ions, 

"Left-wing local governments, 

such as Ryokichi Minobe (~;)! 

lW ~5 - 1904-1984) in Tokyo 

(1967-1979), Ryoichi Kuroda 

(1911-2003) in Osaka (1971- 1979), and Yawara Hata (:!Ill 

f□ - 1910 -1996) in Sait ama (1972- 1992), d isappeared 

one after another, leading to the decl ine of once-

t h riv ing leftist municipa lit ies." 

As a resu lt , the 1990s witnessed a period of conservative 

dominance in Japan, with IFVOC being viewed as a staunch 

adversary by the Japanese Communist Party and its 

sympath izers. 

Around 1980, IFVOC expa nded its presence nationw ide, 



establishing branch organizations com posed mainly of 

pol it ic ians. In Tochig i Prefect u re, Masubuchi assumed t he role 

of secret ary-general in the Tochig i Prefecture General Branch, 

working alongside former senat or Noboru Yano t o fu rt her 

IFVOC's mission of combat ing left-leaning tendencies and 

promoting conservative va lues in Japan. 

Continued in part 2a, Red Hatred for Movement to Protect 

Japan. 

Featured image above: From a Vic tory over Communism 

campaign in Japan in 7969, supported by the Unification 

Church. Photo: IFVOC 
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