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Faith-breaker Takashi Miyamura, responsible for hundreds of deprogrammings based on abduction and 

forcible detention. In huge number of cases victims were FORCED to sue the Unification Church 

 

At Tokyo District Court: Religious minority argues that Ministry has based its case on fabricated 

victims. 

 

Part 2 of the English version of statement by President Tomihiro Tanaka, President of the Family 

Federation (FFWPU) of Japan, at the Tokyo District Court on 22nd February 2024. Published with 

permission. 

 

See part 1 

 

Next, I would like to discuss the unavoidable issues 

of deprogramming by means of abduction and 

confinement when addressing the issues of our 

church. Organizations opposing our church have 

systematically and persistently engaged in 

egregious human rights violations, such as 

abduction, confinement, and forced de-conversion 

against our believers, with the aim of destroying our 

church. According to our church's records, over 

4,300 believers have suffered from such abuses. 

When a believer is abducted and confined, they are 

subjected to daily verbal abuse from those trying to 

force them to leave the church, and they are not 

released from confinement even for years until they 

are acknowledged that they have truly lost their 

faith. 

 

To be recognized as having lost one's faith, the 

confined believer must actively collaborate in 

abducting and confining other believers, engage in 

opposition activities such as providing defamatory statements to the media and filing civil lawsuits 

against our church. In this way, believers who originally led active and positive religious lives are 

transformed into apostates through abduction and confinement who vehemently oppose our church. These 

former believers then sue our church, make false statements in court to secure victories. When they win 

the cases, these results are reported in the media, then other believers' parents become concerned. This 

leads to a cycle of infinite repetition, with new believers being abducted and confined. 

 

Additionally, there have been instances where former believers who had left the church urged women 

believers who had made donations to our church to seek repayment through lawsuits. As a result, multiple 

civil lawsuits have been filed against our church. The number of abduction and confinement cases and the 

number of civil lawsuits against our church exhibit a similar pattern over time. 

 

An increase in abduction and confinement cases is followed by a slight time lag, after which there is an 

increase in civil lawsuits. Similarly, a decrease in abduction and confinement cases is followed by a slight 

time lag, after which there is a decrease in civil lawsuits. Detailed information is available in the report 

 
Tomihiro Tanaka, President of the Family 

Federation in Japan. Here at press conference 

7th November 2023 in Tokyo  



 

 

submitted by our church as Exhibit B7, and I recommend referring to it. 

 

 
Strong proof of lawyers exploiting illegalities: correlation between number of deprogrammings and 

number of lawsuits. Illustration: Tatsuki Nakayama, lawyer 

 

 
Professional deprogrammer Takashi Miyamura  

 

Remarkably, Mr. Takashi Miyamura, a central figure among those orchestrating deprogramming, is said 

to have been planning to dissolve our church through abduction, confinement, and legal battles since the 

early 1990s. 

 

 
From header of UN document with United Nations' recommendations to Japan on human rights of 

believers 

 

In 2014, the United Nations Human Rights Committee issued recommendations urging the Japanese 

government to handle the issue of abduction and forced confinement appropriately. 

 

Furthermore, in 2015, the Supreme Court decision was issued in a lawsuit filed by a believer who had 

suffered abduction, confinement, and coerced deconversion for 12 years against figures such as Mr. 

Takashi Miyamura, confirming a complete victory for the believer. Although the issue of abduction and 

confinement was largely resolved through this process, many former believers who had left the church 

due to abduction, confinement, and coerced deconversion sued our church. 



 

 

 

In nationwide lawsuits against our church by former believers, known 

as the "Return Our Youth", the majority of the 180 plaintiffs, in 

Sapporo, Niigata, Tokyo, and elsewhere, with only a few exceptions, 

were believers who had experienced abduction and confinement. 

Additionally, of the 22 civil judgments that MEXT [Ministry of 

Education, Culture, Sports, Science, and Technology] relied on for the 

exercise of questioning rights, more than half of the plaintiffs, to the 

best of our knowledge, were victims of abduction and confinement. In 

addition, MEXT submitted 257 written testimonies in the request for dissolution order in this case, but it 

was confirmed that approximately half of them are victims of abduction and confinement. 

 

We highlighted the fact that opposing groups fabricated "victims" by engaging in illegal activities as 

abduction and confinement in the report submitted by our church to MEXT for responding to their 

exercise of questioning rights. However, MEXT [Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science, and 

Technology], in its first written statement, argues that there is no reasonable basis for our church's claims 

regarding the issue of abduction and confinement. However, the aforementioned UN recommendation is 

based on the premise that Japan is in violation of international law. Therefore, if MEXT denies the fact of 

deprogramming by means of abduction and confinement itself, it is tantamount to an official declaration 

that the Japanese government has no intention of complying with international law, making it an 

extremely serious situation. 

 

In Western countries, particularly among former members who become aggressive toward their former 

religious organizations are called "apostates", and research by scholars of religious sociology has shown 

that the discourse of apostates lacks credibility. However, such research findings were not available in 

Japan. Consequently, both the media and the courts have tended to lend an ear to the discourse of 

apostates. The excessive falsehoods in the discourse of apostates, and the fact that it should not be used as 

evidence in the dissolution request case, have already been clearly demonstrated in the written statement 

(2) submitted by our church. 

 

To be continued. Part 3 coming soon. 

 

See part 1 

 

 

"Ministry Basing Case on Fabricated Victims" - text: Tomihiro Tanaka 

 

More on fabricated victims: "Black Propaganda" as Cover for Criminal Acts 

 

Yet more on fabricated victims: Japan: 4300 Abductions and Forcible Detentions 

 

Still more on fabricated victims: Illegalities of Activist Lawyers Exposed 

 

Even more on fabricated victims: Lawyers Manipulating, Coercing, Lying 

 

And yet more on fabricated victims: Undercover Study Found Allegations Untrue 

 

And still more on fabricated victims: Persecutors May Be Held Criminally Liable 

 

And even more on fabricated victims: Biased Information from Leftwing Lawyers 

 

More on fabricated victims: Dangerous Precedent to Crush Religions 

 

More on fabricated victims: Japan Following the Way of China 

 

More on fabricated victims: Lawyers and Deprogrammers Hand in Hand 

 

More on fabricated victims: Police Turns Blind Eye to Forcible Detention 

 

More on fabricated victims: Forcibly Medicated to Break His Faith 

 

More on fabricated victims: Sinister Plot of Hostile Lawyers Exposed 

 

More on fabricated victims: Lawyers Using Witnesses under Duress 

 

More on fabricated victims: Vicious Smear Tactic Used to Hide Criminal Acts 

 

More on fabricated victims: Collusion to Rob Minority of Its Rights 
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See part 2 

In response to MEXT's [Min istry of 

Education, Cu lture, Sports, 

Science, and Tech nology] recent 

request for a d issolut ion order, we 

have already addressed the legal 

issues in wri t ing. Therefore, I 

wou ld like to express my opin ion 

from the perspect ive of a 

rel igious person. 

To begin with, MEXT's cla im t hat our church is not a re ligious 

group but rather an entity w ith a fundraising purpose is clearly 

erroneous. 

The founders, Rev. Sun Myung Moon and Mrs. Hak Ja Han 

Moon, estab lished the former Holy Spirit Association for the 

Unification of World Christ ianity, now known as t he Family 

Federation for World Peace and Unification, w ith the aim of 

the salvation of all humanity. The Japanese church was 

founded in l9S9 and obta ined rel ig ious corporation status in 

1964. It was estab lished as a part of the providence of world 

salvation by the founder coup le, and its purpose is strictly 

religious. 

Donations 

from our 

followers 

support 

domestic 

evangelism, 

internat ional 

m issionary 

activities, and 

the church 's 

maintenance 

and 

development. 

Receiving 

donations is 

also an 

integral part 

Receiving donations is in tegral part of 
re ligious act ivit ies. Here: Japanese 
banknotes. Photo: Tokyosh ip I Wikimedia 
Comm ons. Public domain im age 

of religious activities. The organization is by no means 

formed with the so le purpose offund raising. 

The acceptance of donations is a right recognized for 

religious corporations, and the claim that receiving 

donations implies non-religious purposes goes against 

international law estab lished by the "Declaration on the 

Elimination of All Forms of Intolerance and Discrimination 

Based on Religion or Belief", adopted by the United Nations 

General Assembly in 1981, which st ipulates the "freedom to 

solicit and receive contributions." 

Wh ile acknowledg ing that our church utilizes donations for 

rel ig ious activities, MEXT [Min istry of Education, Culture, 

Sports, Science, and Techno logy] erroneously conc ludes that 

FFWPU's involvement in evangelism whi le keeping t he church 

name undisclosed was solely for fund raising purposes. 

However, our church has consistently conducted evangelism 

openly, w ithout concea ling its identity. 

Photo: Tingey Injury Law Firm on 
Unsplash. Cropped 

The Nagoya District 

Court j udgment of Apri l 

22, 2014, found the fact 

that in 1972, our church 

openly engaged in 

evangelism as a fo rm of 

relig ious so licitation and 

rejected the claims of 

the plaintiff in that case. 

The case in the Tokyo 

District Court j udgment 

dated February 28, 2020, 

involved two p laintiffs 

who sued fo r activit ies of 

FFWPU after 2013, but 

when thev beaan to 
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learn the doctrine, they were aware that it was the doctrine of 

FFWPU. 

Engaging in evangelism without explicitly indicating the 

name of the church was done by a nationwide believers' 

organization in t he l980's and, after its dissolution, by loca l 

believers' groups t hat continued its evangelism methods. 

While our church did not interfere with believers' voluntary 

activities, in 2009, when we issued a compliance declaration, 

we instructed that even in activities carried out by believers, 

t he name of our c hurch must be identified w hen they teach 

our doct rines. As a result, there have been no activities 

condemned as "hidden evangel ism". Therefore, the claim that 

our church engages in "hidden evangelism" and, therefore, 

has non-religious purposes does not apply to our church. 

The Tokyo High Court judgment dated December 26, 2017, 

submitted by MEXT [Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, 

Science, and Technology] as evidence, admitted that the 

activities conducted by our church or its followers are 

religious in nature. It expl icitly states that t here are no 

activit ies being conducted solely for the purpose of asset 

confiscation or t he exploitation of labor. Therefore, there is no 

dispute regarding the fact that t he activities of our church or 

its fol lowers are conducted for religious purposes. 

Continued in part 2. 
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"Donation and Evangelism Allegations Debunked" - text: 

Tomihiro Tanaka 

More about allegations debunked: Focus on Donations in 

Tokyo Court Case 

Yet more about allegations debunked: Maverick Minister Lets 

"3 Foxes in the Henhouse" 

Still more about allegations debunked: Journalist Reveals 

Ugly Leftwing Conspiracy 

Even more about allegations debunked: Investigative 

Journalist on Big Donations 

And yet more about allegations debunked: Lawyer Exposes 

Dirty Leftwing Plot 

And still more about allegations debunked: Malicious One­

Sided Government Source Selection 

And even more about allegations debunked: Government's 

Foul Play Pointed Out 

More about allegations debunked: Minister Reveals Crucial 

Facts to Court 

More about allegations debunked: Lawyer Slams 

Government over Blatant Bias 

More about allegations debunked: Disinformation Dispelled 

at Press Conference 
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