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Admittedly, | haven't seen any of the Top Gun movies. It is not that | never had the chance. It is not that |
don't like action movies. | enjoy the occasional action flick, and sometimes Yoshiko agrees to watch one
with me. It just hasn't clicked yet between the Top Gun movies and me.

This lack of movie experience made me somewhat unprepared, and | joined the Heavenly Top Gun
workshop from Feb 19 to 22. Four hundred fifty brothers and sisters aged 18 to 25 attended. Some
recently finished their undergraduate degree in theology at Sun Moon University; others came as freshly
blessed couples.

Tomorrow, 128 of them leave for their 1 - 2-year missions in North America, Africa, and Europe
(unfortunately, no Middle East this time). By joining the program, about 280 youth and young adults from
Latin America concluded their 21-day pilgrimage.

The focus: Spirit, Truth, and Stories

At the core of the experience was a resurgence of faith. The workshop was short. It featured three
elements.

Spirit: Daily night prayers from 10 pm to 1 am: Stepping into the presence of God and resonating with
Heaven's Heart.

Truth: Lectures on what God wants us to tell the world today. God is our Heavenly Parent. Mother God
was hidden from history. The lives and journeys of Jesus, True Father and True Mother. Now is the
golden time to get it right - as pure flowing water born through True Parents.

Stories: The life journeys and testimonies of those who went on their missions in 1975 and elder second-
generation missionaries. Listen to Mrs. Theresia Kittle's Testimony here.



The Background of "Top Gun' in our Movement

There is a persistent misunderstanding that True Parents named the first international missionaries in 1975
"Top Gun'. On August 20, 1985, True Father was released from Danbury Prison. The first Top Gun

movie, however, only came out in 1986. Around that time, True Father gathered well-educated brothers
and sisters, saying he wanted to send them to the 'jungle.’ The ‘jungle’ they ended up in was Washington,
DC.

(Read Dr Bo-hi Pak's account of the first Top Gun here.)

And yes, True Father loved the Top Gun movie. In 2022, Tom Cruise returned as Pete Mitchel.

"Top Gun' has an elitist touch that | dislike. However, there is much to learn from the historic Top Gun
program. It trained fighter pilots during the Vietnam War and is an excellent example of deliberate
practice, 'a special type of practice that is purposeful and systematic.' Anders Ericsson and Robert Pool
discuss it in their best-selling book Peak as an example.

"Top Mission': Heart and Relationships

In 2013, True Mother re-started training for younger leaders and later youth under 'Top Gun,' 'Global Top
Gun," and 'Global Top Gun Youth.' The excellence she emphasizes is primarily one of relationship and
heart. At the 2013 workshop, True Mother (Sep 23, 2013) said:

"l also like Joshua and Caleb. They were both descendants of noble families. They were loyal to Heaven
for over eighty years. Caleb, from his perspective, lacked nothing. Yet, he united with Joshua. Instead of
bragging about himself, he elevated Joshua first. This restored the Cain - Abel relationship and formed the
foundation that enabled the Messiah to come to earth amidst the Israelites.

I have been thinking a lot about our leaders recently, and | feel that a culture by which leaders can love

and brag about each other hasn't been established. We must be able to love and care for each other more
than any other external groups because we are True Parents' children. We must be completely different.
However, we are weak in this respect. | pondered on the cause.

I want to create new environments through you from now on. Do not seek only to get higher positions,
but try to live for each other's sake, nurture each other, and be proud of each other. If you can do that,

everyone can grow. On the other hand, no development awaits an individual or a group that is self- or

group-centered and thinks of itself as being well-off and the best. You must understand this."

(read the full speech here)
The 2024 workshop concluded today (Feb 22, 2024) with a meeting with True Mother. At the end of her

talk, she said the young people present shouldn't just leave for their respective countries yet. They should
spend the afternoon playing yute (a traditional Korean game), strengthening their bonds of heart. They go





















The Words of the Pak Family

Founding the American Constitution Committee (ACC) and American Freedom Coalition (AFC)

Bo Hi Pak
January 2014

Early in 1986, True Father spoke with me about the need to establish a nationwide organization in order to assist in educating leaders about the direction America
needed to go in order to fulfill its providential mission. I formed a planning committee of American brothers to discuss this new mission and to work out a way of fulfilling
it.

Together, we painstakingly researched all fifty states to see what would be required to establish such an organization in each one. We also needed to look into all of the
legal work involved in getting things incorporated, as well as a myriad of other details that required our attention pertaining to this. After this initial preparation was
completed, we had to find the manpower in order to accomplish True Father's wishes.

Forming the Committee of Brothers

On January 2, 1987, True Father held a meeting in the Grand Ballroom of the New Yorker Hotel with the leadership of all the Unification Church organizations and
businesses throughout the United States. After speaking for quite a long time, Father asked everyone, "How many of you would be willing to go to Africa and work
there as missionaries -- to even live and die there?

If you would rather not, it's okay and there is no shame in that, just move to the back of the room." A few people moved to the back, however, most of the people
stayed where they were sitting. He explained that this mission would be very important. The mission later became known as the African Mission.

Father then told everyone that before going, there would be a three-day seminar in order to orientate everyone to their new assignment. I was responsible for this
mobilization and for conducting the seminar. Arrangements were made for several buses to take the leaders to the orientation seminar the following day. Until they
arrived, however, none of them knew the location where the seminar was going to be held. After traveling for what probably seemed like a very long time to them, they
arrived at a hotel in Princeton, New Jersey, where I welcomed them.

Much to their surprise, after they had all assembled in a meeting room, I spoke to them and told them, "None of you will be going to Africa!" [ went on to explain that
Father was testing them, to see which of them would step forward with absolute faith and trust when asked to do something that they did not even fully understand yet. I
then disclosed to them that in fact, Father wanted to set up a nationwide organization of leaders that would be able to gather and organize the movers and the shakers,
as well as the opinion-makers throughout the country, and educate them with the CAUSA materials of anti-communism and Godism.

To make a long story short, for the next couple of days I explained to them what we would be doing and how we would go about doing it. The organization that we
would initially establish would be called the American Constitution Committee (ACC), to be headed by Mr. Joe Tully.

In the midst of our organizational and strategy sessions, someone mentioned the name "top guns" to me. They explained that "Top Gun" was actually the name of a
popular movie that had come out the previous year, and that (in the movie) it was the name given to the very best that America had to offer in terms of Navy fighter
pilots. I felt that it was a great name with a great meaning, and I decided to adopt it in reference to the ACC leaders. In fact, the ACC top guns were a group of some
of the finest and brightest young American leaders in the Unification Church in the 1980s.

The "Top Gun" workshop was held in Princeton, New Jersey, in January 1987, these were the participants.

True Father Led the Way

In the fight against communism, Father was so intent on getting the organization up and running quickly that he contributed money for each state leader to lease and
furnish an office and to requisition a car, so that they could travel throughout their state to meet with people in leadership positions, as well as past CAUSA conference
participants. Through this way, each of the top guns was able to begin immediately to make contact with many patriotic and capable people and organizations.

A Broad and Righteous Coalition

Later, the ACC top guns joined field personnel of a non-Unification Church organization by the name of Christian Voice (CV) and formed the American Freedom
Coalition (AFC), which was registered in each state. Where possible, the leaders were assigned to their home state, where they grew-up.

The national headquarters of the AFC was established in Washington DC. It was headed by Dr. Robert Grant (CV's chairman and one of its founding members) who
served as AFC's president. Michael Leone served as the executive director, and Gary Jarmin as the national field director. The AFC co-chairs were Congressmen
Richard Ichord (Democrat-Missouri) and Bob Wilson (Republican-California). Famous civil rights leader Dr. Ralph David Abernathy and Phillip Sanchez also served



on AFC's Board. God's providence was moving forward so quickly at that time, and Father was very serious.

Several months after our preparatory meeting, on June 12, 1.987, President Ronald Reagan laid down his momentous challenge to Mikhail Gorbachev, general
secretary of the Communist Party, leader of the USSR, when he said, "General Secretary Gorbacheyv, if you seek peace, if you seek prosperity for the Soviet Union and
Eastern Europe, if you seek liberalization, come here to this gate! Mr. Gorbachev, tear down this wall!"

While President Regan was making his declaration, AFC had already set up offices in all fifty states and had them legally registered. The state and regional offices
provided local leadership, served as a vehicle through which educational seminars were carried out and community- and state-level projects and programs were
established.

Father often spoke about God's three big headaches -- communism, the breakdown of the family, and disunity among the world's religions. The Washington Times
served as the "air force" to bring this message through the media to America. Father saw AFC as the ground troops in the field, whose mission was to bring this
message to religious, political, business and community leaders in every state. We did this by taking on the issues of the day that confronted America.

One of those issues was the fight against communism in Central America and South America. Communism was approaching America's front door and President Reagan
was taking a stand to stop it. Colonel Oliver North became a symbol for that fight against the advance of Communism and was targeted by the left in America for his
role in the Iran -- Contra controversy." He testified before the U.S. Senate about his activities and the stand that the Reagan administration was taking against
communism and warned about the rise of terrorism around the world.

The American Freedom Coalition produced this television show to support a former National Security Council aide, who was under attack from soft-on-
communism politicians in the U. S. Congress for his support of democracy in Nicaragua.

Some Battles that AFC Took On

AFC took the part of defending Col. Oliver North and produced a video "Oliver North -- Fight for Freedom" that aired on television stations all over America. The TV
special got out an anti-communist pro-American message and raised funds through advertisements and an 800 number to support these issues in all fifty states. I created
a promotional arm for AFC, Global Image Associates, headed up by Mike Smith, PA Beltrami and Jim Gavin who worked to create the video, buy the TV time, collect
the contributions and build a donor list that continued to support the activities of AFC.

AFC took on another issue that was dear to True Parents' hearts; the Strategic Defense Initiative, promoted by President Reagan. Global Image Associates was again
tasked with creating this for AFC. I met General Daniel Graham, the founder of the organization, High Frontiers, and worked with his organization to create a new TV
special called "One Incoming." General Graham was able to solicit the assistance of the actor Charlton Heston to narrate the TV drama, which depicted what would
happen if America was attacked with no missile defense, and on the other hand, what would happen if we had a defense. The TV special went on the air, educated the
public and raised funds for the activities of AFC.

The "Fight for Freedom" and "One Incoming" videos were also shown at programs set up by our AFC representatives all over the country. Local political and
community leaders would speak at these functions and through this kind of activity we continued to build our local coalitions. AFC grew to become a respected player
on a local and on the national level.

The voter education work conducted through the distribution of Voters' Guides and Candidate Scorecards in the 1988 elections also helped build the AFC nationwide
coalition. On a local level, we were able to network with like-minded organizations to distribute these critical educational materials. This educational effort helped people
vote for candidates that stood for their ideals and values. AFC was recognized locally and nationally for its voter education campaign.

Our top guns wore many hats and one of those hats was representing the Washington Times. [ was president of the Washington Times during this time and our AFC
representatives received copies of the Times to distribute and actively sold subscriptions for the Washington Times' national edition. This enabled our top guns to get out
vital news from the newspaper and gave our representatives added credibility as they networked with movers and shakers in their states.

Throughout the year, I held American Leadership Conferences in Washington DC, where we presented pro-American, anti-Communist seminars. Our AFC
representatives would participate with leaders from their states who were always inspired by the seminars and by the speakers who supported our conferences.
Members of Congress and nationally renowned political and spiritual leaders would encourage our conference to bring America back to its founding spirit and create an
Anmerica that can be like that "shining city on a hill" that President Reagan so often spoke about. At the end of every conference, I concluded with a testimony on Rev.
Moon's life and work, which was always the highlight of the conference.

Father was the inspiration for all our endeavors and he personally met with AFC representatives on a regular basis. He would listen to reports from each of the fifty
states and comment on what was reported. Most importantly, he gave us a vision of the importance of America as a global leader. I le often told us that America can
lead the world to do great things for God and mankind; or America can cause the world to decline if it loses its moral compass. He talked to us with great urgency; after
these meetings, our top guns would go back to their respective states, recommitted and reinvigorated to bring about a moral and spiritual revolution in America.

Our AFC representatives were respected for what they stood for, and respected for the incredible effort they put forth to build coalitions in their states. To their credit,
the AFC representatives were instrumental in the passage of the law in the U.S. establishing Parents' Day as an annual, national day of commemoration.

Many of our top guns went on to become respected political, business, spiritual and community leaders in their states. Most importantly, however, our top guns were
proud to represent the fighting spirit and vision of our True Parents.
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out not only for Heavenly and True Parents but also for each other and all second-generation members
worldwide.

Participants, in their own words

Gregor, Germany

My name is Gregor, and | am a brother from Germany. It's my first time in Korea. My lovely spouse and |
came to attend the Special Missionary Blessing and the Top Gun seminar. My wife is from Venezuela,
and after True Mother called out for people to take over an overseas mission, we felt appointed by God
for this mission in the home country of my wife, Isabel.

The Blessing was wonderful, and we really felt True Mother's heart. It was a rare opportunity to be so
close to her cause only 70 couples were attending the blessing.

To receive proper guidance, we participated in the Heavenly Top Gun Workshop with all those starting a
mission in an overseas country. This is incredibly refreshing and inspiring cause we have the chance to
meet all kinds of unique and exciting people in a similar situation as we are with the desire to fulfill
Heavenly Parents' dream worldwide.

My wife and | are really happy and grateful to have this unique opportunity, and we want to take the love
and blessing to the people of our mission country.

Daniel and Heayun, Switzerland

"First, we are profoundly grateful to our True Parents for the transformative journey we experienced
during the 21-Day HJ Heavenly South America Youth Pilgrimage in Cheon Pyong.

It was the first time in Cheon Pyong for both of us, so we were very excited. Immersed in historically
significant sites of our movement, alongside fellow groups like UPA and Top Gun, a full schedule with
Chanyang every day, the Great Works, and fervent prayers at the Cheon Shim Won during Vigil Prayer,
we were able to experience so much, and more from the Place our True Parents build for us.

But before the Seminar, we dedicated a 40-day prayer condition and Fundraising to channel God's heart to
connect with True Mother.

Throughout the seminar, we focused on Cheonshim Won to enrich our spiritual connection and deepen
our commitment to aligning our hearts with True Mother, forging a deeper connection with her and our
faith.

We received so much and can't express our gratitude enough to the Staff, the different Lectures, the
Leaders who shared their wisdom with us, and our Heavenly and True Parents.

We return home inspired, rejuvenated, and eternally grateful.





