
 

 

HJ Youth Academy Europe and the Middle East: 23 Young Missionaries excited to 
come to Europe 
 
Bogdan Pammer 
February 18, 2024 
 

 
 

On Feb 16, the day after the big celebrations, we met the seven brothers and sixteen sisters who will share 

the good news of True Parents and the Divine Principle in Europe over the next two years. Some of the 

young missionaries will arrive as early as Feb 24 in their countries: Albania, Czech Republic, Germany, 

Hungary, Portugal, and the United Kingdom. 

 

What does one say to (mainly Korean and Japanese) missionaries preparing to work in our region? From 

Feb 19 to Feb 22, they kick off their mission period with a workshop. I (Bogdan) will attend this program 

and keep you posted. 

 

The Stories We Shared 

 

  

 

Insoung Kwon shared some treasures from his life that brought him on missions to Europe (Romania, 

Belarus), South America (Brazil), and Oceania. To make a long story short, sometimes, a dead chicken is 

deep love. He was also involved in projects like the Peace Cup in Spain and Korea, meeting along the 

way a young Son Heung-min and Christiano Ronaldo, who had just joined his then-new club, Real 

Madrid. He shared deeply about the attitude of service one adopts when coming to a new country, 

Romania in his case, not speaking any Romanian or English, to convey True Parents' heart. 

 

 
Newspaper snippet of the 2012 Peace Cup. Son Heung-min, True Parents, Heiko Westemann holding the 
trophy. Insoung looking on (right bottom corner). 



 

 

 

(Insoung's parents received the blessing in 1968 as part of the 430 couples. He will visit several European 

countries very soon. So, if you are interested in his stories, you will have the chance to start a 

conversation.) 

 

Dr Balcomb gave some practical guidance: When in Europe, look into people's eyes when shaking hands 

or talking to them. He also conveyed what True Father told him and his classmates when the UTS 

graduates were sent on their new missions in 1994. 

 

I could share with them the story of an early Universal Peace Academy (UPA) graduate, our very own 

Jeong-hye. She came to Europe in 2015, persevered, invested a lot here, found love, and recently gave 

birth to their second child. Now, she lives with her husband Antto in Vienna, leading and caring for the 

local community and organizing exciting youth programs at the United Nations. 

 

 
It started with a mission… 
 

Two kinds of UPA 

 

This means 15 young teams will be witnessing in our region. This number includes 2 EMPOWER teams, 

5 GPA teams from the US, and two more missionary teams from Sunhak UPA. If you don't know what 

Sunhak UPA is, don't worry. You can find out right now. 

 

There are currently two Universal Peace Academy (UPA) programs. Sunhak UPA is a post-graduate 

(Master's) course with consecutive long-term mission placement. Sunmoon UPA or Jr. UPA are the 

theology (Bachelor's) students at Sun Moon University. The missionaries we met belong to the second 

group. 

 

True Mother often speaks fondly of the then-young members sent to pioneer our movement worldwide. 

Three missionaries went together: one from the United States (or the United Kingdom), one from Japan, 

and one from Germany. Also, today (Feb 17), she mentioned them in a morning meeting and asked, 

"Don't you think I should thank these missionaries?". Then, she instructed her staff team to provide her 

with a list of those early missionaries. "Please find everyone working in the field. Please stay healthy." 

 

(You can find the stories of the German missionaries in Dawn of a New Era. An article on the 2017 

meeting of those elders by Hilde Piepenburg can be found here. Click here for a list of the 1975 

missionaries.) 

 

  

 

Through these programs, Mother wants young adults to experience mission work in a foreign country - 

the same heart, energy, and adventure as the early missionaries, but with better safety and more support 

than back then. 

 



 

 

If you are considering joining a program, keep an open mind to what God wants you to experience and 

where He wants you to go. Often, it is not what we think of first. It could be Europe. It could be Korea. 

But it could also be the US or another part of the world. (As the Hyojeong Youth Academy blog, we 

recommend EMPOWER.) 

 

The main point is that True Mother encourages us to witness, witness, witness. She believes we can 

discover our identity and purpose quickly when we experience God working through us - turning the life 

of our spiritual child around. 

 

 
With the young and dedicated UPA staff 
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From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 

The Peace Cup was an invitational pre-season friendly football tournament for club 

teams which was held every two years by the Sunmoon Peace Football 

Foundation.I11 It was usually contested by eight clubs from several continents, 

though 12 teams participated in 2009. The first three competitions were held in 

South Korea, and the 2009 Peace Cup was held in Madrid and Andalusia, 

Spain.I21131 Previous winners are PSV, Tottenham Hotspur, Lyon, Aston Villa, and 

Hamburger SV, who were the final champions. 

The tournament was originally organised and held in South Korea and contested in 

2003, 2005, and 2007 between eight clubs from various countries, including the 

Seongnam llhwa Chunma, which is owned by the organizing company. 

A corresponding event featuring women's national teams, the Peace Queen Cup, 

began in 2006.141 

History and format [ edit J 

Since 2003, the Peace Cup is being held every two years, the Sunmoon Peace 

Football Foundation invites football clubs from various nations. South Korea's 

Seongnam llhwa Chunma participates in every tournament as both the club and 

foundation are sponsored by the same organization, the Unification Church. 

From 2003 to 2007, the Peace Cup was played between eight clubs, divided into 

two groups of four teams. The winner of each group qualified for the final, which 

was played in a single match. 2009 Peace Cup Andalucia was held in Spain, and 

12 teams participated in the competition. 

The fifth competition took place again in South Korea in July 2012, and four teams 

°'Sl:A 17 languages v 

Read Edit View history Tools v 

Peace Cup 

IQ 
~ 
PEACE 

CUP 
Organising body Sunmoon Peace Football 

Foundation 

Founded 

Abolished 

Region 

Most successful 

club(s) 

Website 

(Unification Church) 

2003 

2012 

International = PSV Eindhoven 
+ Tottenham Hotspur 

1 1 Lyon 

+ Aston Villa I 
- Hamburger SV 
( 1 title each) 

peacecup.come 

which had South Korean players entered.I51 In October 2012, it was announced that the Peace Cup will no longer be held, 

following the death of Unification Church founder Sun Myung Moon.I61 

Prize [ edit J 

From 2003 to 2007, the prize money of the tournament was approximately €2 million for the winning team,I71181 and €500,000 for 

the runners-up.I71 

The trophy ,5J 

Results [ edit J 

Finals [ edit J 

Year Host Champions Score191 Runners-up 

2003 :• : South Korea = PSV Eindhoven 1-0 I I Lyon 

2005 [ :• : South Korea l + Tottenham Hotspurl 3-1 1 1 Lyon 

2007 :• : South Korea 1 1 Lyon 1-07 + Bolton Wanderers 

0-0 (a.e.t.) 
2009 ~ Spain + Aston Villa I I Juventus 

(4-3 p) 

2012 ~ South Korea r-Hamburger SV - 1-0 

Titles by club [ edit J 

Team Champions Runners-up 

1 1 Lyon 

= PSV Eindhoven 

+ Tottenham Hotspur 

+ Aston Villa 

- Hamburger SV 

+ Bolton Wanderers 

1 (2007) 2 (2003, 2005) 
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1 (2007) 

- _J 1 (2009) 

1 (2012) 

:• : Seongnam llhwa Chunma 
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8 
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Awards [ edit J 

The "Golden Ball" is awarded to the player on the basis of a vote taken among the media accredited to each Peace Cup 

tournament. There are a lso "Silver Ball" and "Bronze Ball" for the second and third best players respectively.1101111] 

Year Golden Ball Golden Shoe 

2003 !•! Park J i-sung = Mark van Bommel (2) 

2005 I I Robbie Keane I I Robbie Keane (4) 

2007 I I Karim Benzema :: Kim Kallstrom (2) 

2009 + Ashley Young m Hulk (3) 

2012 :: Marcus Berg = Mitchell Schei (2) 

Controversy [ edit ] 

The orig inal name of the competition was to be Sunmoon Peace Cup, named after Sun Myung Moon, the founder of the 

Sunmoon Peace Football Foundation. However, after being crit icized that it was too religious, the organization changed its name 

to World Peace King Cup and started preparation for its first tournament. Before the inauguration of the cup, the Asian Football 

Confederat ion warned that the term "world" can only be used by competitions organized by FIFA, and "king" can be used by 

competitions held by a kingdom.112] 

See also [ edit J 

• Korea Cup 

• Peace Queen Cup 
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The purpose of this course is to educate leaders who can contribute to the construction of the kingdom by studying and teaching academic theori 

es and scholars methods based on the founding philosophy. 

I Education Goal 

to become a True Parent Spiritual Leader, who can sympathize with the heart of True Parents and practice the Word in order to lead mankind tot 

he lives to the standard of True Parents, 

to possess a deep understanding of God's providence and peace academic literature knowledge, 'Peace Governance Leader' who has expert know 

ledge in NGO management, 

to become A 'local leader' with an international management mindset and practical World Peace Leadership 
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Department introduction 

Students entering the Department of Theology will receive training to develop leaders who will lead the future of Che 

on II Guk as cadets of the Universal Peace Academy (Jr.UPA). 

The department provides systematic theological education to cadets and provides various field education opportuniti 

es, such as domestic pastoral training, overseas language training, and global field training, so that they can grow int 

o church leaders and FBO leaders not only domestically but also globally. Additionally, we provide full support for tuiti 

on, dormitory, and education and training costs during your time as a cadet. 

Department activities 

Through pastoral practice and spiritual development training every semester, we develop the pastoral capacity and s 
pirituality necessary for religious leaders. 

We provide opportunities to strengthen global capabilities through language education, advanced major training in th 

e Philippines, global field training, and overseas mission programs. In addition, we hold various competitions such as t 

he Principle Lecture Contest, Foreign Language Principle Lecture Contest, Preaching Contest, and Excellent Thesis Pr 
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curriculum 

Introduction to True Parents Theology (TIPS) Introduction to Purity Theology (TIPS) [ True Parents' Life Course) 

1 Grade[ Introduction to Word of God, etc. ) 

2nd 
gracle 

3rd 
year 

[ True Parents Theory ) Introduction to Ministry [ Cheon II Guk Child Theory ) [ Cheon II Guk Education Theory (PBL) ) 

Introduction to Cheon II Guk scriptures Principle lecture practice [ Absolute sex and love, etc. ) 

Establishment and operation of global FBO (start-up) world religions [ The only daughter theory) 

Understanding the Providence of Cheon II Guk [ Cheon II Guk National Theory) Introduction to Religious Studies 

[ Principles and Old Testament, etc. ) 

[ True Parents Systematic Theology) Hoondok Family Church Theory and Practice (Capstone Design) 

Grade 4[ Unification Thought Research) Church Traditions and Ritual (Capstone Design) 

Theory and Practice of Global FBO (Capstone Design) [ Religious and cultural studies, etc.) 

Career after graduation 

Admission to Sunhak UP Graduate University Pastor of the Family Federat ion for World Peace and Unif icat ion [ missionary) 

Employment at Tongil Group and general companies, etc. 

Other features 

[Operation of systematic programs to strengthen major capabilities] 

The Department of Theology is a department that trains cadets of the Universal Peace Academy (Jr.UPA) to become 

future talents of Cheon II Guk, and provides systematic theological education and various field-oriented competency 

education. 

We are activating various field training programs in connection with the world headquarters and FBOs of the Family F 

ederation for Peace and Unification around the world, and are operating systematic programs to strengthen major co 

mpetencies, spiritual competencies, and global competencies. 

Starting in the second year, students are given opportunities for field training in domestic ministry sites every week, a 

nd during their visits to China, they develop their spirituality and ministry capabilities as leaders through pilgrimages t 

o sacred places and in-depth evangelism activities. 

In the first semester of the third year, students are provided with the opportunity to deepen their major knowledge a 

nd improve their language skills by receiving in-depth major training in the Philippines. Additionally, in the second sem 

ester of the third year, global field training is conducted in the United States, Canada, Europe, Australia , and Asia. 
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Missionaries of the Unification Church in 1975 gather in Camberg Germany 
 
Hildegard Piepenburg 
September 23, 2017 
 

The atmosphere was electric. Breaks were 
forgotten and the meeting finished later than 
planned. It was as if time had stood still, when 
nineteen of the original eighty German foreign 
missionaries told their stories. "Just how 
amazing was that when we, young and full of 
enthusiasm, went out into the world forty-two 
years ago to tell people about the Messiah?" 
Memories and emotions bubbled forth and a 
youthful freshness beamed out from not-so-
young faces while everybody listened 
spellbound -- stunned, crying and laughing. 
 
"In this company, we could finally receive full 
understanding for what we experienced," 
commented Wilhelm Lichner, who had 
experienced the Russian invasion of 
Afghanistan in 1978. 
 
It was in the newly renovated Seminar House 
Neumühle that the great adventure began in the 

spring of 1975. At that time, they were all between eighteen and twenty-four years old, had only heard the 
Principle a few months previously and had never seen True Father…. 
 
The idea to hold the first "Alumni- Meeting" of the German foreign missionaries had been born at the 
Whitsun Festival. Wolfgang Schawaller and Thea Lepercq, supported by Rita Seewald and Hilde 
Piepenburg invited all reachable 1975 missionaries and their partners, and thirty-eight members, among 
them Christel Werner, the wife of German national leader in 1975, responded to the invitation. They came 
from all over Germany, from Austria, Switzerland, France and four even came from the United States. 
 

 
 
Formal expressions of gratitude 

 

After Wolfgang opened the meeting with a prayer and welcomed everyone, Christian Hausmann, as a 
representative of the German Family Federation, expressed deep recognition and gratitude. "Sending out 
the missionaries was an event of historic significance for Germany, an exemplary act of faith for such 
young members," he said, deeply moved. He encouraged them to write down their memories because "it 
is not the gold reserve that is our treasure but what matters is what we have done for our relationship with 
God and for the providence." 
 
Dieter Schmidt sent a video message from Cyprus where he was participating in a CARP workshop. He 
stressed that it was because of the foundation of sacrifice and investment of the first missionaries that 
many members have joined today in these countries and large Blessings have taken place. 
 
A three-tier cake, donated by the German Family Federation, was a visible sign of gratitude to the global 

 
Hildegard Piepenburg 



 

 

pioneers. At that point, special thoughts went out to the five German missionaries who have already 
passed into the spiritual world -- Fritz Piepenburg, Ulf Ingwersen, Werner Elias, Elisabeth Riedl and 
Herrmann Deidenbach. Many felt their presence, and that of Paul Werner, who had the heavy task of 
sending the young members out into the world. 
 

 
 
Parental figures to Germany 

 

Rita Seewald suggested producing a special book about the contribution made by Germany in sending out 
the missionaries. Her many memories as the then secretary of Paul Werner added great interest to the 
meeting. Her responsibilities then included practical preparations for the missionaries -- gathering 
information about the countries, obtaining visas, plane tickets and money, buying suitcases and clothes, as 
well as making sure that got their immunizations. "When then, at the end of April, everyone so 
courageous and loyal, faithful to God and young had been sent off in buses for their countries, I felt as if I 
had sent my own children away!" she said wistfully. 
 
Christel Werner, the "mother of the country" at that time, shared this sentiment. In February 1975, the 
Werners were with the German IOWC-team in Pasadena, California, supporting True Father's speaking 
tour in the US. A week after the Blessing of the 1,800 couples in Korea, they received a surprise call from 
Japan, where True Father was holding a world mission conference and wanted to send out missionaries to 
120 countries before May 1. "A Japanese, an American and a German should be sent out to each 
country," said Christel, "because True Father was convinced that the whole world could be united on the 
foundation of unity between representatives of these providential countries." 
 
Paul would have much preferred to have sent out older, more experienced members, but they were needed 
for the campaigns in America and Korea. "Germany had already sent 333 members to other countries, and 
was almost empty," said Christel, "and for Father, other European countries, even Austria, were out of the 
question." This was a big shock for the Werners! How could they take responsibility to send out such 
young members who had hardly any experience in the church or even in life? 
 
"We were fully aware of the possible dangers," she said "but Paul acted in the firm belief that True Father 
could mobilize the spiritual world and that the young members would receive God's protection." 
 
Blind faith and courage 

 

While the missionaries from America and Japan were older blessed members who had received 
inspiration from True Father personally in forty- day workshops, the Germans had a forty-day workshop 
in Camberg with Paul and Christel. Each one of the eighty German missionaries arrived before May 1, 
1975, in their assigned countries and had to wait several weeks before their two missionary colleagues 
joined them. 
 



 

 

The assigning of the countries was a very exciting and deeply spiritual matter. Several reminisced that 
they had received an invitation to the meeting, but had not come with any intention of being a missionary 
themselves, but inspired by the strong atmosphere of faith and the examples of others, they suddenly 
found themselves raising their hands at the mention of a certain country, and the portfolio of that country 
was given to them! Several brothers exchanged countries with sisters who had received Arabian lands, but 
in the end, each one received a country that somehow fit. 
 
"Paul was known for his practical tips and warnings, e.g. not to walk in areas where one could be 
attacked, or for a woman never to be alone with a man," stressed Thea Lepercq, who was assigned to 
Egypt. On arrival, each person had to send a telegram or telex and thereafter a weekly report. How 
thankful were Paul and Christel that everyone reported soon after arrival and how the Werners prayed for 
the missionaries' safety and protection! 

 
Nothing was predictable 

 

The missionaries experienced differing situations. 
In some countries, the three missionaries were able 
to unite, but in others, "the third world war broke 
out," was how Ulrich Völkel described the internal 
conflicts in the Philippines. In some places, the 
church grew rapidly, whereas in others they had 
carry out their work underground. The climate, the 
foreign culture and mentality took quite some 
getting used to and there were language barriers to 
overcome. Some became very ill and experienced 
extreme deprivation; others experienced 
persecution, political unrest, war, evacuation or 
natural disasters. Shadowing by the secret police, 
interrogations, imprisonment and deportation had 
to be dealt with in some cases; luckily, no one 
came to harm. 
 
An overwhelming point of agreement this weekend 
was the strong love for the respective country and 
its people, a willingness to pay indemnity and to 

fulfill God's will for that country. Even when the length of stay in the foreign mission field varied greatly, 
all were deeply affected by their experience. One could feel that these members are a special group of 
people. They still radiate the bold spirit of a pioneer and this special faith in God and True Parents. No 
matter where they now are living with their families, they are still involved in the movement, spiritually 
mature and internally glowing through the extreme situations and experiences. 
 
"God was so real and True Parents so close," Friederike Buczyk, pioneer in Sri Lanka summarized it for 
all. In the end, for her, only gratitude remains. "Even when I was often traveling alone through Asia, I 
always felt protected and carried by True Parents' prayers and love. I was given so many blessings; I 
received much more than I gave." 
 
Marianne Irwin, missionary for Nicaragua, ended with words of encouragement to all: "Record your 
experiences for posterity!" She herself has just completed her autobiography, which contains many deep 
experiences with God. For her it is clear. "They are not our own experiences and deeds, but those of 
Heavenly Parents and True Parents; we went out into the world as their representatives, therefore they are 
so important!" 
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61 Nicara ..... ,. Susan Jacobson Gaz.,an.aoa MitSUllki Nonami Marianne Kunz. Irwin 
62 Ni9C£ Jamu McCann.- Tatsuo Sasaki Wtnv.r Elias 
63 Nio-eria Darer_ Tu'!l.erThurncr Huleo Har>a H~rt Gwuermqnn 
64 Oman MichioTakita 
65 Pakistan Robert Kine/ M(U(J$hi l&hikawa G<lbrielt .Nus.chennicUI 
66 Pruiama Ne•~ Calla/um H= Naovul,.f Jj Roumarie Masumv 
67 p , Michael Roth Kim.ilO S,"'lmoto Veronika Kie ·-·r 
68 Phili"'"'incs Ga~Brown Jira llirano Ulrich Vlilk<I 
69 ' "aw John 8bwle's Shi ' Nakai 
70 Rwanda Wasdv Karakura Toshihiro Tanaka Heidi Sclwlz. 
71 Saudl Ambia $,mm, Bo.shart Norio Minihara 
7Z Sene•al Pmricia Kieffu 1-'Jeischman MaktJto MOl'.da Bernhard Bode 
73 Siem Leone Paula Pcltrsen Kivoha.ru NaPO/Olnl) Franz.Josi!/ Dr6Pt! 
74 Sin"'"'-rc Georxt Gin.JS Ma.s-·oshi Sato Giinle.r Fcchtu 
15 Somalia Marc Paine KouvnSonoda 
76 South Africa John Bradv KaZJ,U) Yokoi M,chlluld Madiuzs '--' n Sril.anb Merfinda Skbw Fournier Michinbri Hatefawa Friederike Schuben 
78 Sudan Diane Frink Drucker p,_-oichi Oba Mathia$ Wi~i . 79 SuriJ>am ltichard Van Loon Shlnichiro Mikuni Ba.rbara "Joosten, St"n"'~ 
80 Swaziland Jamie Weber Naoki hJ.unih:zwa Btni,.,...in Olric.h 
81 Svria . Phillio Foster Tovoll'J Nari.ha.ta Jn .... ,m Reinhardt 
82 Tanzaoja Eliwbe1h Baie;son Yotaka KhUhim,, RenateKau. 
83 Thailand Joctflarr Akin: Mitani Eva Stu~tkmill111 
84 To•o Pe,,.nu War<kn MaUU\'Q Teruo Ara1anl AM.trose 8(llh Adams 
85 To~oa Kelsey BanJw/ic Kozsuilid, Ichll<awo Eleonore OsrreiCher 
86 Trinidad & Toba•o Carol Banlwlo~w Yukio H--wJu' Han3 Jbset MaJler 
87 Tunisia Michael Kiely MiUUMri Nakaoawa Peru StiChel 
88 U•anda William Conni!~ H'ideaki Kami·.,.,,.4'hi Ulf lntrwtrSM 
89 Uniled Arab Jlmira,es Shinichi Kanno 
90 Unj1>1,11y Canm,/a Acohida Lim H1unihifq N<J/lbu In11nd Undt:mann 
91 Vene1.UeJa Sfwii· Mitsuichi GesaJeitsen 
92 Vietruun Tomovoki Shirois.hi 
93 Western Saruoo. B11lct Bi,,"in Morib Yamashita 
94 Ye-me.._ North J,fatk Erickson Yosh1".orl Tuchfra Fritz p;,,.,,,bu,._. 
95 Yemen, South Masa.hiro Uru•tJ 
96 Zaire GteM,.., No~'Olis Tohmen Mi..,,.shi 
97 Zambia Rbben William.son Eiiu Maihima Rudolf Farber 
98 I Zimb,l,we Richard '/J.ar/()w Naqht:zn, Kimura Ursula Lanier 



8 TESTIMONIES PROGRAM ABOUT SPONSOR 

WELCOME TO EMPOWER 
EMPOWER is a missionary and faith-based development program for young adults ages 18-30 to help them find and live their faith by growing their hearts 

and love for God, True Parents, and others. EMPOWER offers opportunit ies for participants to have strong and mature characters through fundraising 

training, witnessing training, participating in service projects, and going on a pi lgrimage in Korea to experience the history and heart of True Parents and the 

Unificationist movement. EMPOWER encourages its participants to become active in their communities and grow their hearts to become global citizens. 

E p rienti I Faith D ,elopment Pr ram 

LEARN MORE APPLY NOW 

Testimonies 

" I remember before going into EMP that I was a b it nervous about the a m ount of t ime I wo u ld be spend ing 

away from home, w it h a ve ry new group of people and very d if ferent circumstances. A t the same t ime I had 

such a strong fee ling that I had to do th is and I'm so gratefu l I d id. [ ... ] 

EMP rea l ly deepened my connect ion to our movement, the core of it and my love for true pa rents. [ ... ] 

In Korea I cou ld rea l ly f i nd m y answers a nd m y peace. My connect ion to prayer has improved tremendous ly 

i n Leba non but w hen we d id v ig il p ray e r here for the f i rst t ime and we started chanting "abeoji " and 

"eomeoni " it made me so emotiona l because for a sp lit second I fe lt t he desperate hearts of everyone and 

t he reaching hand of tru e parents t owards u s as the ir chi ldren. From that moment on I fel t l ike I could be 

t ruly one w ith m y p rayer every ti me I prayed . 

I can s incere ly say t hat t h e Shi n ae sta rt ing EMP and now standing here at t h e e nd a re not th e same people 

and I 'm so happy to say that.[ ... ]" 

Shinae M. 
N ETHERLA NDS 

" I a lso learnt how to expand m y hea rt to try to love anyone. I fee l l i ke it is easy to say t hat yo u love everyone 

w hen you bare ly have to see t he people that yo u strugg le w ith. But w ith EMP we we re a sma l l team so we 

cou ldn't j ust avo id peop le t h at w e had strugg les w ith. I rea ll y struggled at t imes w ith ce rt a in members, not 

because they were necessa r i ly do ing a nything wrong, but we just had su ch d if ferent p e rsona lities and ways 

of go ing about things. But w e had an emphasis to invest and love the peop le t h at w e strugg led wi th . [ ... ] 

Being i n Lebanon a lso rea lly h e lped me to develop my f aith. Th is was th anks to th e infl uence of so ma ny 
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f igu res in Le banon an d t a k ing part in V ig i l Prayer every week. I am now at the most stab le point I have eve r 

fe lt i n my l ife of fai t h, even t h o u g h , o f co u rse, t here is st i l l a lot t o wo rk on.[ ... ] 

A l l these th ings helped me t o th ink about how I wan t t o p repare for the M atchi ng a nd B lessing. I a lso 

f ee l l ike I am ,int ernal ly, in a much b et t er place t o go t o universi t y th an I was at t h is t ime last yea r, whe n 

I wasn' t p lann ing t o ta ke a g ap yea r." 

Sophia N. 
UNITED KINGDOM 

Being a t ea m leader made me fee l God's heart m o re in different mom ents. It was not a lways easy fo r me to 

re late t o or reach everyone, but st i l l a lw ays trying to do so and praying for t hem and wa tc h ing them an d 

how m uch they w ere investi n g in d if f erent situatio n s, and t ry ing to encourage them and sometimes havin g 

a g l i m pse of how God sees t hem was a ve ry precio us and moving expe ri ence, now t hat I look bac k on it. I 

remem ber many moments w hen I was very moved by each member of the team and could rea l ize that rea l ly 

everyone h as suc h a precious core, and that God loves everyone so m uch. I'm very grateful for my t eam and 

t he i r e f forts and hea rt. 

Talia P. 
GERMANY 
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