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Chairman revealing intense fight to crush Family Federation in new admission 

 
With its close to 300,000 members, the Japanese Communist Party (JPC) is one of the world's largest. 
Since the 1970's, the party has been fighting systematically to destroy the Unification Church, regarded as 
a key player among the anti-communist forces. 
 

Kazuo Shii making a new admission on his X-account 4th Sep. 2023 

 
On 4th September 2023, Kazuo Shii, chairman of the Japanese Communist Party since 2000, made a new 
admission about their decades long campaign and wrote on his large Twitter / X account with more than 
200,000 followers, 
 
"Despite being criticized so much the Unification Church still continues its "mass weddings". We must 
not relax our thorough pursuit." 
 
The "thorough pursuit" he mentioned in his new admission is part of the JCP's deliberate effort to 
eliminate anti-communists. 

 
In an interview in November 2022 with Shii, the 
Shimbun Akahata, the daily organ and official 
national newspaper of the Japanese Communist 
Party, it was made clear that the fierce campaign 
after the assassination of former Prime Minister 
Shinzo Abe 8th July 2022 is the communists' 
"final war" against the Unification Church /  

The logo of the Shimbun Akahata (Red flag) 



 

 

Family Federation. 
 
Shii said in the Akahata interview that the war had started already in 1978 at the elections of the governor 
of Kyoto. "This time", he said after the Abe assassination - making a new admission at the time - "we will 
fight thoroughly and completely until we win the struggle." 
 
See also The 'Japanese communists' final war' against the Unification Church 
 
Many times, communists prefer to work undercover, often through so-called front groups. One would 
rarely hear them admit publicly that they are behind a certain project or group. A good example is the 
National Network of Lawyers Against Spiritual Sales, the body through which they have been fighting 
the Unification Church since 1987. 
 
Award-winning investigative journalist Masumi Fukuda explains, 
 

 "Almost all of the lawyers in the Network were affiliated with 
the former Socialist Party and the Communist Party, […] were 
connected with extremist groups and North Korea, and were 
ideologically leftists and self-styled atheists." (The Truth About 
the National Network of Lawyers Against Spiritual Sales, article 
by Masumi Fukuda in the monthly magazine Hanada, 
republished in English in Bitter Winter 30th March 2023) 
 
It has indeed been in line with a long-term communist strategy 
to weaken voices like the Unification Church, that is highly 
critical of the God-denying, totalitarian society communists 
systematically work to create, the likes of which we see in China 
and North Korea. 
 
At an international conference in South Korea on 17th 
December 2022, Michael Pillsbury, author and prominent 
authority on China, said that it is not only the Japanese 

Communist Party that exploits the assassination of Shinzo Abe. Also Chinese President Xi Jinping 
believes he may use the assassination - and the alleged grievances of Tetsuya Yamagami, the terrorist 
behind the murder, towards the Unification Church - to stain the reputation of the church and the legacy 
of Abe and undermine freedom of religion in Japan and other countries. 

 
Pillsbury served from 2014 to January 2023 as director of the 
Center on Chinese Strategy at the Hudson Institute, a prestigious 
Washington, D.C think tank. In addition, he has been an adviser 
to most American presidents since Richard Nixon. He now 
works for the Heritage Foundation, one of the top 10 think tanks 
in the world, as Senior Fellow for China Strategy. 
 
Pillsbury added, 
 
"It's obvious to me why China also wants to undermine the 
memory of Abe. He was the most anti-Chinese Communist 
Party Prime Minister in Japanese history. The Japanese 
Communist Party not only attacks the Abe wing of the LDP, but 
also the work of the Unification Church in Japan and around the 
world. China attacks the Unification Church. At the same time, 
it attacks everything Abe worked for." 
 
See also Communists of China Exploiting Assassination 
 
 
 

In an article titled "Don't Allow the Attack on Kishida to 
Become a Trend" 16th April this year by columnist Gearoid Reidy, The Japan times commented that the 
assassination of Abe "was exploited for political gain." 
 

 
Masumi Fukuda in April 2023 

 
Michael Pillsbury, Senior Fellow 

for China Strategy at the Heritage 

Foundation. Photo: Hudson 

Institute 



 

 

 
Logo of the Japanese magazine Monthly Hanada 

 
In a series of articles in the monthly magazine Hanada, above-mentioned journalist Masumi Fukuda 
explains precisely how that was done. She revealed how a leftwing group of activist lawyers managed to 
sell a totally fabricated story to the media that it was the Unification Church that was the real perpetrator. 
Read the story! 
 
Fukuda explains where the activist lawyers' network - National Network of Lawyers Against Spiritual 
Sales - comes from, 
 
In addition, the award-winning journalist exposes that the network of lawyers for more than 20 years had 
been extensively involved in the abduction and forcible confinement of members of the Unification 
Church, 

 
 "There were lawyers who became rich through these cases, as did 
deprogrammers and Christian pastors involved in the abductions, who 
received substantial amounts of money from the relatives of the 
believers they deprogrammed. 
 
When the lawyers were consulted by the believers' parents, they first 
introduced them to the deprogrammers. If and when deprogramming 
was successful, the lawyers took over from the deprogrammers as 
'handlers' of the former believers, made them plaintiffs, and filed 
lawsuits. The anti-Unification-Church group, including Attorney Kito 
and journalists Yoshifu Arita, and Eito Suzuki, still defends 
deprogramming to this very day, and claims it was performed to 
'protect' the former members of the Unification Church." (Hanada / 
Bitter Winter) 
 
Fukuda explains how thousands of members of the Unification Church 
were kidnapped, forcibly confined and deprogrammed. Not only were 
they forced to denounce their belief. They also had to prove that they 
had separated themselves from the church by asserting they had been 
"victims of spiritual sales". The network of lawyers made them go to 
court against the Unification Church demanding to retrieve the money 
they once had donated. 
 
See also Lawyers Manipulating, Coercing, Lying 
 
More than 4,300 members were kidnapped and deprogrammed in this 
way. With so many forced by leftwing lawyers to sue the Unification 
Church, this communist-inspired activist network managed to inflate 
figures immensely and portray the Unification Church as a group 
"detrimental to public welfare". 
 
Fukuda reveals how for decades, the leftwing lawyers in the afore-
mentioned network have used tactics like coercing ex-members to join 
their lawsuits against the Unification Church, making up evidence, 
and extorting money from a perfectly legitimate religious movement, 
that is constantly being attacked and painted black by those lawyers. 
Masumi Fukuda calls those lawsuits fraudulent. She says, 

 
In fact, there are many cases in 
which relatives consulted with 
the Network on how to force the 
donors-believers to sue." (The 
Plot to Destroy the Unification 
Church in Japan. 3. Fraudulent 
Lawsuits, written by Masumi 
Fukuda, published in Bitter 

Winter 26th June 2023.) 
 
The network was actually organised in order to put an end to the Unification Church, now called the 
Family Federation. In her articles the Japanese journalist exposes how the activist lawyers, many of them 

 
Eito Suzuki, born as 

Kiyofumi Tanaka 

 
Yoshifu Arita 

 
Masaki Kito from National 

Network of Lawyers Against 

Spiritual Sales 



 

 

hard-core communists, used trumped-up charges against a new religious movement, while the "crime" it 
has committed, is to be against communism. 
 
In this way the communists wage their "final war" against the Family Federation, by pushing for its 
dissolution order. 
 
 
 
It is hard to think of a more dishonest, immoral and sly way to attack one's enemy. 
 
Featured image above to illustrate "New Admission by Top Japanese Communist": Kazuo Shii 30th 
March 2023. Photo: Attribution: 首相官邸ホームページ / Wikimedia Commons. License: CC Attr 4.0 
Int. Cropped 
 
"New Admission by Top Japanese Communist" - text: Knut Holdhus. Published 7th Sep 2023 at 9:51 am, 
updated 2:14 pm same day. 
 
See also Call to End Witch Hunt, 
 
Lawyers Manipulating, Coercing, Lying, 
 
Illegalities Of Activist Lawyers Exposed, 
 
Leftwing Smear Campaign in Japan, 
 
Japanese Communists' Final War 
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Lawyers Manipulating, 

Coercing, Lying 
June 28, 2023 • Knut Holdhus 

Activist lawyers manipulating 
clients, evidence, legal system 
Japanese award-winning 

author Masumi Fukuda, 

know n for her invest igative 

j ournalism, exposes in the July 

2023 issue of the magazine 

Monthly Hanada, an extreme 

network of leftwing lawyers 

man ipulating the legal system 
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perfectly leg it imate rel igious Winter 

movement, that is constantly 

being persecuted and slandered by those lawyers. 

The netw ork was in fact established in order to destroy the 

Unification Church, now ca lled the Family Federation. What 

the Japanese journalist is unmasking, essentia lly boi ls down to 

the activist lawyers, many of them communists, using 

trumped-up charges against a new relig ious movement, whi le 

the "crime" it has committed, is to be against commun ism. 

Bitter Winter, an on line magazine on rel igious freedom and 

human rights, published Fukuda's findings in a series of four 

articles in English. The f irst one appeared 23rd June, the fou rth 

and last 27t h June. 

Hanada 

The first article 

describes the legal 

battle between the 

Unification Church 

in Japan and a 

group of anti-cult 

lawyers who want 

to dissolve the 

church. Fukuda 

argues that the 

church is not a 

"cu lt", but a 

legitimate religious organization, that has been persecuted 

and slandered by the lawyers and the media. The artic le also 

exposes the hidden motives and connections of the lawyers, 

who have been profiting from lawsu its against the church and 

collaborating with former members and other anti-cu lt 

groups. The investigative journalist cla ims that the request to 

d issolve the church is unreasonable and unjust, and that it 

v io lates the freedom of rel igion and human rights of the 

church members. 

Fukuda points out that although the Ministry of Education, 

Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT) has been 

petit ioned many t imes by the activist lawyers' network t o 

d issolve the Unification Church / Family Federation, the 

ministry has no case to do so. The investigative reporter states, 

"Although the MEXT has now exercised its right to 

ask questions for five times, it has not 'col lected 

enough evidence'. In fact, it has not found a sing le 

piece of evidence. Th is is the best proof that the 

rel igious organization is innocent." (The Plot to 

Destroy the Unification Church in Japan. 1. Why the 

Church Should Not Be Dissolved, written by Masumi 

Fukuda, published in Bitter Winter 23rd June 2023.) 

BITTER 
WINTER 

The second article Bitter Winter 

published, detai ls the devious tactics of 

the anti-cult lawyers, who have been 

suing the Unification Church in Japan 

for decades. It is revea led how the 

lawyers have been manipulating the legal system, the media, 

and the public opinion to create highly image-tarnishing 

lawsuits against the church. The art icle also exposes how the 

lawyers have been coercing former members to join their 

lawsuits, fabricating evidence, and extorting money from the 

church. Fukuda claims that the lawyers have been vio lating 

the law, the ethics, and the human rights of the church 

members. 

In the third article, Masumi 

Fukuda makes shocking 

revelations about the 

fraudulent lawsuits that the 
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anti-cult lawyers have fi led 

against the Unification 

Church in Japan. The article 

shows how the lawyers have 

used fa lse or exaggerated 

claims to accuse the church 

of brainwashing, extortion, 

and other abusive methods. 

Fukuda shows how the courts 

have been biased and unfair 

towards the church, and how 

some judges have ignored or 

d ismissed the evidence 

presented by the church. The 

thi rd Bitter W inter article 

cla ims that the lawsuits have 

been unjust and unlawful, 

and that they have caused 

Activist lawyers caused great 

damage and suffering to 
Unification Church members. 
Here Toru Coto after 72 years 

of forcible detention. Photo: 
FFWPU 

great 

damage 

and 

suffering 

to the 

church 

members. 

Key member of activist lawyers' network - Hiroshi 

Watanabe. Photo: Screenshot I Bitter Winter 

The final 

article in 

the series, 

brings to 

light the 

real "anti-socia l" group, the anti -cult lawyers who try to destroy 

the Unification Church / Family Federation in Japan. This 

article exposes the systematic lies and d isreputable tactics of 

the lawyers who have been spreading fa lse information and 

propaganda about the church. We get insights into the 

hidden agenda and interests of the lawyers, who have been 

collaborating with anti-cult groups, former members, and 

media outlets to discredit and harass the church. The writer 

cla ims that the lawyers are the ones who are violating the 

social norms and values, and that they should be held 

accountable for their actions. 

Here is an example of the fabricated evidence that Fukuda 

mentions, 

"The pla intiff also submitted as evidence severa l 

notebooks and passbooks in which she had noted 

each t ime she made a donation or other 

contribution. However, when the defendants 

analyzed these notes, they found that some of them 

had not been written at the t ime of the donations, 

but later, in order to fabricate favorable evidence for 

the t rial." 

(From The Plot to Destroy the Unification Church in 

Japan. 4 . The Real "Anti-Social" Croup, the Anti-Cult 

Lawyers, written by Masumi Fukuda, publ ished in 

Bitter Winter 27th June 2023. 

Fukuda writes, 

"For almost all religions, including the former 

Unification Church, donations, endowments, and 

charitable g ifts are expressions of piety and are 

offered willing ly to God. For example, not a few 

overseas Christians donated vast tracts of land or 

even their entire wealth before the end of their lives 

and died penniless. Will their relatives sue the 

rel igious corporations for depriving them of the 

inheritance they expected to inherit? 

It is not unusual for other rel ig ious corporations to 

receive donations of hundreds of mil lions of yen. It is 

problematic to unilaterally criticize only large 

donations made for the altruistic reason of 

'promoting world peace' or 'the good of humanity'. 
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Head of the activist lawyers network- Hiroshi 

Yamaguchi. Photo: Screenshot I Bitter Winter 

Unfortunately, however, even if the donors are 

convinced at the t ime of the donation that they are 

donating freely, as time goes by, their faith may 

wane. Their relatives may rush to the National 

Network of Lawyers Against Spi ritual Sales to recover 

the donation. 

The donors may be persuaded by lawyers from the 

Communist Party of Japan or the former Socia list 

Party that they have been 'deceived', and a lawsuit 

against the religious organization for the return of 

the donation may follow. In fact, there are many 

cases in which relatives consulted with the Network 

on how to force the donors-believers to sue." (The 

Plot to Destroy the Unification Church in Japan. 3. 

Fraudulent Lawsuits, written by Masumi Fukuda, 

published in Bitter Winter 26th Ju ne 2023.) 

Featured image above: Masumi Fukuda, april 2023. Photo: 

FOREF 

"Lawyers Manipulating, Coercing, Lying" - text: Knut Holdhus 

Read more about lawyers manipulating in Illegalities of 

Activist Lawyers Exposed 

Read even more about lawyers manipulating in Japan Times: 

Warning Of Terror 

Also Bitter Winter has more articles on Japanese leftwing 

activist lawyers manipulating the country's legal system. 
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Illegalities Of Activist 

Lawyers Exposed 
Aprill, 2023 • Knut Holdhus 

Network of leftwing activist lawyers 
behind smear-campaign 

Japanese award -w in ning j ournalist 

Masumi Fukuda is well know n for her 

invest igative j ournalism. And it looks like 

she m ay w el l have unearthed another 

scandal, involv ing leftwing activ ist 

lawyers. 

In a series of articles in the monthly 

magazine Hanada, she has gone against 
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the country's mainstream media and become the first 

j ournalist to ask serious questions about who and what are 

behind the ongoing smear-campaign against the Family 

Federation, formerly the Unification Church. 

As international ly known author and scholar of sociology of 

rel ig ion Massimo lntrovigne pointed out already in August 

2022, 

"After the crime, media took at face value the 

statements of anti-Unification-Church lawyers. 

Nobody cared to investigate them and their past." 

(The Abe Assassination. Lawyers "Against Spi ritua l 

Sales"- or Against Religious Liberty?, article by Dr. 

lntrovigne in Bitter Winter, a magazine on religious 

liberty and human rights, 29th Aug. 2022) 

The crime he is referring to here, is of course the assassination 

of former Prime Minister Shinzo Abe. A leftwing group of 

activist lawyers succeeded in selling their story to the media 

that it was the Unification Church that was the actual 

perpetrator. 

Journalist Masumi Fukuda appears to be first to d ig up the 

shady background and motives of that g roup of lawyers. In the 

January 2023 issue of Hanada, she writes, 

"After reflecting about the controversies, I decided to 

first investigate whether the National Network of 

Lawyers Against Spiritual Sales is really an 

organization t hat is purely concerned with 

consumer issues, and to trace back the reasons for 

its establ ishment. The July 12 press conference by 

the Network, as well as the statements by Attorney 

Masaki Kito, showed that they hold an unusual 

hatred toward the former Unification Church. I felt 

there was something beyond mere consumer 

issues." (The Truth About the National Network of 

Lawyers Against Spiritual Sales, article by Masumi 

Fukuda in the monthly magazine Hanada, 

republished in English in Bitter W inter 30th March 

2023) 

Fukuda clearly reveals the origin of the activist lawyers' 

network, 

"Almost al l of the lawyers in 

the Network were affiliated 

with the former Socialist Party 

and the Communist Party, 

who strongly opposed the 

enactment of the Anti­

Espionage Law, were 

connected with extremist 

groups and North Korea, and were ideologically 

leftists and self-styled atheists. In contrast, the 

former Unification Church is an anti-communist and 

conservative organization that opposes atheism. It is 

clear that this was an ideological battle between the 

two camps. Attorney Hiroshi Yamaguchi also clearly 

stated, 'We want to make a big public 

announcement (about 'spiritua l sales'] because it 

will be good for containing right-wing activities, 

especially for preventing the passing of the Anti­

Espionage Law."' (Hanada) 

The investigative j ournalist also points out that the network of 

lawyers for decades was heavily involved in the abduction and 

confinement of members of the Unification Church, 

"There were lawyers who became rich through these 

cases, as d id deprogrammers and Christian pastors 

involved in the abductions, who received substantial 

amounts of money from t he relatives of the believers 

they deprogrammed. When the lawyers were 

consu lted by the bel ievers' parents, they fi rst 

introduced them to the deprogrammers. If and 

when deprogramming was successful, the lawyers 

took over from the deprogrammers as 'handlers' of 

the former believers, made them p laintiffs, and fi led 
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lawsuits. The anti-Unification-Church g roup, 

including Attorney Kito and journalists Yosh ifu Arita, 

and Eito Suzuki, still defends deprogramming to this 

very day, and claims it was performed to 'protect' the 

former members of the Unification Church." 

(Hanada) 

Fukuda writes that a huge number of members of the 

Unification Church were kidnapped, confined and 

deprogrammed. They were not only forced to denounce their 

belief, but had to prove that they had left the church by 

claiming they had been "victims of spiritual sales". The 

network of lawyers made them file lawsuits against the 

Unification Church demanding to get back the money they 

once had donated. 

The Japanese journalist concludes her article by saying, 

"I wrote about the detai ls of 

the abduction and 

confinement p rocess in the 

December 2022 issue of 

'Monthly Hanada', but w hen I 

asked Attorney Kito for an 

interview about 

deprogramming, he was 

completely unwil ling to 

respond. The Network has often called the former 

Unification Church an 'anti-socia l organization' and 

a 'cult', but I believe that these labels may be more 

appropriately used for an organization deeply 

involved in deprogramming and in illegal practices 

of abduction and confinement." (Hanada) 

Text: Knut Holdhus 

Featured image above: The front page of the January 2023 

issue of the Japanese magazine Monthly Hanada. 

Read full article of Fukuda in Bitter W inter 
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Leftwing Smear Campaign 

In Japan 
February 4, 2023 • Knut Holdhus 

' @Summit 

Leftwing smear campaign exploits 
Abe assassination to attack 
Unificaton Church 

Religious freedom is being attacked all over the w orld, 

especially in tota litarian states like China. But there is another 

w orry ing trend. In democratic nations, w e see leftw ing smear 

campaigns against re ligious minorities. Groups w ell to the left 

of the po litical spectru m are campaigning to curb the rights of 

re lig ious organisations. 
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We see this clearly in 

Japan. There, an activist 

g roup founded by 

m embers of the 

Communist and Socia list 

Parties and aided by left­

leaning journalists and 

editors, have managed to 

gain broad support in 

the ir decades- long fight 

to stop the amazing 

g rowth of the Family 

Federation, formerly the 

Unification Church. This 

has happened especially 

\f 
D 

Japan. License: CC ASA 3.0 Unp. 

Cropped 

after the assassination of former prime minister Shinzo Abe on 

8 th July last year. 

The Washington Times writes, 

"The 

' GSummit 
assassination's aftermath has emboldened fringe 

Japanese communists to try to smear and d iscredit 

Abe's long-rul ing Liberal Democratic Party over its 

links to the Unification Church, said former House 

Speaker Newt Gingrich, who warned th is week that 

Tokyo now finds itself in a 'political f ight about an 

ideology of communism, w hich wants to destroy its 

maj or competitor' to 'get control of Japan.' 

'This is a huge problem,' Mr. Gingrich told an 

aud ience at the Internationa l Religious Freedom 

Summit 2023, referring to the pressure campaign in 

Japan against members of the Unification 

Church. Unification Church officia ls and members 

say they have faced death threats and other forms of 

harassment in the wake of Abe's death." ("Relig ious 

Freedom under threat; summit highl ights actions by 

China, developments in Japan", web edition 1st Feb. 

2023) 

Ging rich called the leftwing smear campaign against the 

Family Federation "a politica l fight w ith huge ramifications for 

communist Ch ina". 

Sam Brownback, former U.S. 

ambassador-at-large for 

inte rnational relig ious 

freedom, who co-cha ired this 

year's International Religious 

Freedom Summit , remarked, 

"When a government can 

take out one church, it 

can take out every 

church, every religious 

institution [ ... ]. It's about a 

common human right and about preventing a 

government from stomping on it - even a 

democracy as well-formed and w ith as strong a 

constitution as Japan has." 

The Washington newspaper w rites that the Japanese 

parliament, the Diet, voted last December for a law that makes 

it a lot harder for rel igious groups to raise funds. The law blocks 

the sa le of items such as books of great spiritua l sign ificance at 

substantia lly higher prices t han ordinary books. The new 

legislation also grants extensive rights to donors to rel ig ious 

organisations to claim their money back. 
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According to the paper, critics of the law maintain that it 

mainly target s the Family Federation, formerly the Unification 

Church, and that the leg islat ion was introduced after a long 

leftwing smear campaign, orchestrated by the Japanese 

Communist Party. Other critics of the law say that curta iling 

rel ig ious liberty and activities cou ld very well backfi re on the 

politicians responsible for such legislation. But there is a h igh 

risk that the new laws might spel l trouble for many more and 

larger rel igious organisations in Japan. 

Text: Knut Holdhus 

Featured image above: Newt Gingrich speaking at a dinner 

sponsored by The Washington Times Foundation and the 

Universal Peace Federation on 1st Feb. 2023, at the 

International Religious Freedom Summit 2023. Photo: P. 

Z6hrer / IMAP. 
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final war' Against the 
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by Dr. Massimo lntrovigne 

Dr. Massimo lntrovigne, Italian sociologist of religion and 

head of Center for Studies of New Religions (CESNUR}, 

presented this paper at "Second Conference of Hope for 

Universal Human Rights and Religious Freedom to Overcome 

Threats to Freedom of Thought, Conscience and Belief", 

Capyeong, South Korea, 17th December 2022. 

Wherever Communism has been in power, from the Soviet 

Union to North Korea and China, it has arrested, kept in j ail, 

tortured, raped, and ki lled mill ions of believers of all religions. 

But what of the countries where Communism has not been in 

power? Much less known than the bruta l physica l killing of 

believers in the Soviet Union and China is thei r spiritua l kil ling 

in countries with large Communist parties such as Italy o r 

Japan. 

Jesus said in Matthew 10:27, "Do not be afraid of those who k ill 

the body but cannot ki ll the soul." In democratic countries, 

Communists could not kill bodies but they tried to kill souls. 

I come from a country, Ita ly, 

which had for almost fifty 

years the largest Communist 

Party of the West. The main 

leader of that Party, Palmira 

Tog liatti, developed a strategy 

to deal with religion that had 

the full b lessing of the Soviet 

Union. Togliatti was regarded 

as so loyal to the Soviets that 

when he died in 1964 a large 

Russian c ity, Stavropol, was 

renamed after him as 

"Tolyatti." Courtesy of Vladimir 

Putin, it keeps the name to 

this very day. 

The Italian Communist strategy for rel igion was based on t h ree 

principles. First, do not attack relig ion in public and find some 

believers who would become members of the Party and act as 

"useful idiots," claiming in public that Communism and 

rel ig ion are perfectly compatible. Second, at the same t ime 

continue to spread atheistic propaganda discreetly w ithin the 

Party. While publicly proclaiming his respect for relig ion, 

Tog liatti put Marxist scholar and Communist senator 

Ambrogio Donini in charge of a vast work aimed at 

propagating scientific atheism, whose effects can stil l be 

perceived in Italy today. 

Th ird, while smiling at believers who are either friendly with or 

"soft" on Communism, attack merci lessly the rel igious 

organizations that fight Marxism openly and ideologically, be 

they Cathol ic or non-Cathol ic. 

MASSIMO INTROYIGN£ 
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published my first book on Reverend Moon and the 

Unification Church, in Italian, in 1987. I collected hundreds of 

press clippings and clearly detected that a campaign labeling 

the Unification Church as a "cult" had been carried out in Italy 

by the Communist and leftist press, which was disturbed by its 

anti-communist activities. Just the same had happened in 

France with the Communist daily newspaper "L'Humanite." 
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Outside of Japan, not many know that the Japanese 

Communist Party has been for many years among the largest 

non-ruling Communist parties in the world, and may we ll be 

today the second largest after its Indian comrades. 

In 1951, following instructions from the Soviet Union and China, 

the Japanese Communist Party adopted the "7951 Program," 

which included the famous words "It is a m istake to think that 

Japan's liberation and democratic transformation can be 

achieved through peaceful means." The Program was adopted 

during the Korean war, as Stal in and Mao hoped that violence 

by the Communists in Japan wou ld create a distraction for the 

United States. The Public Security Intelligence Agency, Japan's 

national intel ligence agency, reported that following the "l9Sl 

Program" the Communist Party was responsible for "murders 

and disturbances in several cities." 

The fi rm reaction of the Japanese authorities, police, and 

intelligence persuaded the Party to w ithdraw the "7951 

Program." 

One of the by-products of this 

withdrawal was that the 

Japanese Communists 

adopted an attitude that 

scholars have described as simi lar to the Ita lian Communist 

Party's on severa l issues, including rel igion. Party publications 

started insisting that Japanese Communists were not against 

rel ig ion. By 2007, the Party's officia l organ "Shimbun Akahata" 

was advertising that Party members included Buddhist 

"priests, priests' w ives, Shinto priests, Christians, Tenrikyo 

devotees, and other religious people." 

At the same t ime, Party members continued to be formed on 

the sacred texts of Marxism, which are intrinsically atheistic. 

Wel l after it had repudiated the "7951 Program," the Party kept 

in its Central Comm ittee Bunkich i Okada (lli\JHl::SZ:-5), who had 

been one of the founders of the Anti-Religious Strugg le 

A l liance (&ffst.!liRffl~~ll«) and the creator of the Japan Militant 

Atheist League (8::$:~iRffl~1!!H$ITTm~~l',«). 

In the same year 2007 when it boasted it had rel ig ionists as 

m embers, the Japanese Communist Party also wrote that it 

wanted "the Unification Church to be dealt w ith as a criminal 

group." 

IFVOC conference in 7972 

In fact, the Communist Party's plans to destroy the Unification 

Church had started much earlier. In 1968, Reverend Moon 

founded the International Federation for Victory Over 

Communism (IFVOC). It p layed a key role in containing the 

Japanese Communist Party and its Socia list a llies. As the Party 

leaders stated themselves, IFVOC was also instrumental in 

defeating the cand idate supported by the Communists in the 

1978 elections for governor of Kyoto, putting an end to 28 years 

of leftist rule there. 

The following year, the top Soviet 

spy in Japan Stanislav Levchenko 

defected to the U.S. and testified 

that prominent Japanese 

Communist and Socialist 

politicians were paid Soviet 

agents. For decades, IFVOC had a 

prominent role in advocating for 

effective anti-espionage 

legislation. 



Stanis/av Levchenko. 

Photo: Bitter Winter 
After the fal l of the Soviet Union, 

documents in the Soviet archives 

confirmed that Levchenko's 

revelations were absolutely accurate. At the t ime, however, the 

Socialist Party claimed they were part of an I FVOC conspiracy, 

and was sued by IFVOC. To avoid a humiliating defeat, the 

lawyer for the Socialist Party had to persuade its clients to pay 

IFVOC two million yen and settle. 

That lawyer never forgave IFVOC or 

the Unification Church. His name 

was Hiroshi Yamaguchi. In 1987, 

writing in a Social ist publication, he 

called other leftist lawyers to j oin his 

efforts to establish an association 

against the so-cal led spiritual sa les, 

i.e. the sales of certain objects at 

exorbitant prices the Unification 

Church was accused of. He wrote 

that "the money obta ined from th is 

is used to finance the Unification 

Hiroshi Yamaguchi. 
Photo: Bitter Winter 

Church and IFVOC's campaign to enact the National Secrets 

Act." 

This is the origin of the organization later cal led National 

Network of Lawyers Against Spiritual Sales, which organized 

the massive campaign of slander against the Unification 

Church/ Family Federation after t he assassination of Shinzo 

Abe. It was started to destroy I FVOC and its support for anti­

espionage legislation. 

Last month, November 2022,journalist Soich iro Tahara and 

Communist Party Chairperson Kazuo Shii discussed the 

Unification Church/ Family Federation issue and p resented the 

post-Abe-assassination campaign as the "final war against the 

Unification Church." Shii said that the war had started at least 

in 1978 with the e lections for the governor of Kyoto. 'This time, 

he said, we wil l f ight thoroughly and completely unti l we win 

over the struggle." 

Certainly, not all are Commu nists in the Japanese "final war 

against the Unification Church." But this is not the point. My 

story has, I hope, clarified, who started the war and why, and 

who leads the army. 

We should, however, not m iss an important point. 

Communism does not win all its wars. Even the m ighty Soviet 

Union was not immortal. The Japanese Militant Atheist League 

procla imed to be "at war with God." Wars against God have 

one defining featu re. They cannot be won. In Japan, today, 

what they believe they are winning is a battle. But they will not 

win the war. Religions normally last more than anti-relig ious 

ideolog ies. And the last laugh is theirs. 

Featured image above: Dr. Massimo lntrovigne 17th Dec. 2022. 

Photo: Screenshot from live transmission via PeaceLink TV 
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