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Dr. Michael Balcomb, president of FFWPU-USA, set out for the West Coast on Saturday, May 2, for a
last-minute surprise visit to District 10. With the warm reception he received from the Portland and
Seattle communities in, it was hard for him to leave the beautiful Pacific Northwest!

Portland, Oregon

The Portland Family Peace Fellowship welcomed
Dr. Balcomb on a warm and sunny Saturday
afternoon as they enjoyed lunch on the church’s
new patio. The congregation, made up of about 50
Unificationists, then gathered at 2 pm for their
meeting.

Council President Richard Stumpf opened the
meeting with a report on the growth in church
attendance, the increase in financial strength, and
future plans. Dr. Balcomb gave internal guidance
regarding tribal messiah outreach, study and unity,
and took questions from the congregation. Even
controversial topics were addressed. It was
enlightening and very helpful for all the tribal
messiahs gathered. Interest was high, and most
everyone stayed through the afternoon to catch the
rich spiritual atmosphere.

The Council then took Dr. Balcomb to dinner at Salty’s, a well-known restaurant on the Columbia River,
before a good night’s rest at the Stumpf farm in preparation for his drive to Seattle the next morning.

Seattle, Washington

On Sunday, May 3, Dr. Balcomb delivered the highly inspirational sermon “Our Confidence to God” at



the Seattle Family Church. With the 61st anniversary of the founding of the Holy Spirit Association for
the Unification of World Christianity having occurred two days earlier, Dr. Balcomb reminded the
congregation about the humble beginnings of the Unification Church, when its founder had the very
ambitious goal of uniting Christianity. He quoted from True Father:

“People in the neighborhood laughed at our sign. They made fun of us, asking what kind of world
unification we dreamt of in that tiny little house that ‘you have to crawl to get into.” They didn’t
try to find out why we had chosen that name. They simply looked at us as if we were crazy.”

He said that the church sign “Unification of World Christianity” should be hung in many church
cathedrals, but there had been no other places where we could see such a sign except in the Unification
Church.

Dr. Balcomb guaranteed that God’s Kingdom will be established on earth as He promised in Isaiah 46:11:
“I have spoken it, [ will also bring it to pass; | have purposed it, I will also do it.” He then emphasized the
accomplishment of the kingdom building through tribal messiahship that can occur on a grassroots level
through outreach. He then revealed a secret, based on his own experience, on how to successfully reach
out to share the Divine Principle. He asked each person to close their eyes and think deeply about a
person with whom they have not communicated for a long time but have never forgotten. Next, he asked
his audience to turn to the person sitting next to them and spend a couple of minutes telling the person’s
name and discussing how they could reconnect to them and love them and, finally, share the Principle.
The audience enjoyed the exercise. Several members stood up and told the names of their longtime
friends and explained how they could reconnect.

Dr. Balcomb concluded his sermon with prayer and best wishes to all the families and individuals before
being presented with a bouquet.

Pastor Nelson Mira of the Seattle Family Church next invited all the May birthday celebrants to come up
to the stage to cut the birthday cake, and Dr. Balcomb graciously offered his bouquet to one of them.

Dr. Balcomb continued to answer questions and talk with members of the congregation at lunch. Young
and old, all enjoyed the fellowship time with their guest of honor.

Dr. Balcomb was also invited to join the Church Council meeting, where he offered valuable guidance. In
addition, Dr. Balcomb also attended the Sunday school for adults an hour before the Sunday service.
Despite his busy schedule, he never hesitated to join in and participate in all of the events. In Seattle
Family Church, every Sunday the weekly video update from the national president is shown, followed by
the international weekly update. Pastor Mira commented that the community was very blessed to hear Dr.
Balcomb’s updates not only on video but also in person.



