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Respected and beloved blessed families and members of the Unificationist family around the world: 

 

Since the shocking incident that took place in Japan on July 8 last year, issues related to the Family 

Federation in Japan have come out, and on October 13, 2023, the Japanese government applied to the 

court for an order to dissolve the Family Federation of Japan as an incorporated religious organization. As 

a result, members of the Unification Church and blessed families around the world are shocked and 

saddened, and we at the International Headquarters also feel this very deeply. Most notably, our Japanese 

blessed families and members have been working tirelessly day and night to build a world of one family 

of humanity under our Heavenly Parent, and as the international president of the Family Federation, I 

would like to offer them words of comfort for their emotional suffering. 

 

The International Headquarters issued a statement soon after the Japanese government announced that it 

would request a dissolution order for the Japan Family Federation as an incorporated religious 

organization. In our statement, we first express our deep regret over the Japanese government's decision; 

second, we express our hope that discrimination, persecution, and human rights violations due to hatred 

for or prejudice against Family Federation members will never occur in Japanese society; and third, I 

express my personal regret and sense of moral responsibility as a leader for not being able to protect the 

blessed families and members, who are feeling extremely worried and isolated through this situation. In 

the statement we also promise to create a Unification church culture that is worthy of society's trust by 

actively supporting and cooperating with the Japanese Family Federation's efforts to ensure strict 

compliance with their policies, reform within the church, and enhancement of the happiness of blessed 

families and members. 

 

Dear blessed families and members of our worldwide Unificationist family 

 

Two thousand years ago, when Jesus went to the cross to forgive the sins of humankind, he said, 

regarding those who mocked him, "Father, forgive them, they know not what they do." (Luke 23:34) It 

was a prayer of forgiveness. Even though True Father was an innocent man sent to prison six times, he 

always prayed for the world and said, "Even though I am going to the bottom of hell now, when I walk 

out of there, I will come out having forged hundreds and thousands of paths to victory." And True Parents 

always achieved this. Mother also said of the current ordeal that it is "the labor pains to give birth to a 



 

 

healthy child." 

 

Since the "declaration of compliance" in 2009, centered on True Mother the Japan Family Federation has 

made steady efforts in reform to create a Japanese church that truly serves our Heavenly Parent. To create 

happy families, a healthy church, and a peaceful society, the members of our Family Federation 

 

in Japan have constantly volunteered to serve their local communities, and the dedication of members 

living for the sake of others has established it as a representative model, an example for Unificationist 

communities around the world. Nevertheless, we will be reexamining the areas where we have not earned 

sufficient trust from society, and we resolve to begin anew. 

 

Dear blessed families and members of our worldwide Unificationist family 

 

On page 344 of True Mother's memoir, she says the following: 

"My husband, Father Sun Myung Moon, and I have lived our whole lives for the liberation of 

God's homeland. We have nothing to be ashamed of, nothing to hide. 

 

I have never looked back, nor to the left or the right; I have only looked at the path ahead. I never became 

attached to my circumstances. Night or day, there has never been a moment that I did not keep Heavenly 

Parent with me. In the Kremlin, we said to the leaders that they should remove the statues of Lenin and 

accept God. In the presidential residence in North Korea, we spoke out. On that foundation, President 

Mikhail Gorbachev and Chairman Kim Il Sung opened their hearts. We never wavered for the sake of the 

liberation of God's homeland. Whenever crises arose, Heavenly Parent guided us with pillars of fire and 

cloud." 

 

True Mother has never let go of Heavenly Parent in her heart, even for a moment. In order to victoriously 

overcome the current situation, we must take the direction of oneness of heart, body, mindset and 

harmony with True Mother. We must also pray to Heavenly Parent with an even more earnest heart for 

those who do not understand Heavenly Parent's providence and who persecute us. So, when our fiery 

filial devotion and prayers to Heaven are full and overflowing, God will surely lead us on the path to 

victory. 

 

This is true. The driving force turning crisis into opportunity, despair into hope, is becoming one with 

Heavenly Parent and True Father, and becoming completely one with True Mother on earth. This means 

offering unchanging devotions and prayer to our Heavenly Parent in absolute faith, absolute love, and 

absolute obedience. Let us all pray for the salvation of Japan so that it can become a mother nation 

respected throughout the world. Let us also pray for the salvation of all people, that they can live with 

Heavenly Parent. Let us do our best to ensure that through Cheon Shim Won our united prayers are 

delivered to Heavenly Parent. 

 

Heavenly Parent and True Parents are always with us. We at the International Headquarters offer our 

prayers for the blessed families and members of our global Unificationist family, for the nation of Japan, 

and for our world. 

 

October 14, 2023 

 

Song Yong-cheon, International President Family Federation for World Peace and Unification 

 

 

 



The Fifth Statement of the Family Federation 
for World Peace and Unification 
0OC.' 12 20, l 

Regarding the request for an order to dissolve the legal corporation of the Japanese Family 

Federation for World Peace and Unification 

For almost 70 years, the Family Federation for World Peace and Unification (hereinafter referred to 

as the Family Federation) has been actively working, in as many as 190 countries, for the realization 

of a world of lasting peace. The approach has been supra-religious, supranational, and supra­

ideological, based upon a vision of good families living in accordance with God's w ill. The Family 

Federation for World Peace and Unification in Japan (hereinafter called the Japan Family Federation) 

was incorporated in 1964. Since then, under t he guidance of a responsible board of d irectors, its 

activities have sought to reflect its philosophy that people should live in service to others, and to 

advance the ideal of exemplary families contributing to a world of peace. 

Over the past year, issues related to the Family Federation have been raised, and on October 12, 

2023, the Japanese government announced its intention to fi le a court application for an order for 

the d issolution of the Japanese Family Federation as a religious organization. Our hearts saddened 

by t his, and we make the following statement: 

First of all, we would like to express our deepest regret at the decision to request a dissolution order 

against t he Japan Family Federation. In each country, corporati ons must operate in accordance w ith 

the laws of t hat country. Likewise, the legally incorporated Japan Family Federation must operate 

according to Japanese law, and we wish to be examined and judged fairly. 

Second, the freedom to love and believe in God is of paramount importance. Freedom of religion , 

freedom of thought, freedom of the press, and freedom of assembly and associat ion are human 

rights to dignity that should be protected in every country. We hope that t he faith, prayer, and 

meetings of Family Federation believers in Japan w ill not be restricted, t hat their freedoms and 

rights as citizens w ill not be violated because they are members of t he Family Federation, and t hat 

they wil l never suffer discrimination, persecution, or damage to their human rights due to hatred and 

prejudice. 

Third, the Family Federation is a community dedicated to living with and loving God as our Parent , 
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living a righteous life to emulate God who is the embodiment of true love, forming families under the 

blessing of marriage, and striving for the well-being and happiness of those around us, for our 

nation's prosperity, and for peace throughout the world. 

The Family Federat ion considers Japan t o be a special nat ion. Since the end of World War II, Japan 

has achieved freedom, peace, and development, and quietly laid a foundat ion contributing to world 

peace. We express our gratitude and admirat ion to the Japanese people for their cont inued efforts 

for global development in the fields of economics, science, and cu lture. 

All members of t he Japan Family Federation are dear to our hearts, and we have always prayed for 

their happiness. Every t ime we meet members from Japan and t heir children, t heir faces are bright, 

beautiful, and virt uous. 

In contrast to this, we are saddened and sorrowf ul when we hear stories of members and their 

families who feel frustrated, marginalized, unhappy, suffering, or bit ter for any reason or 

circumstance. We regret that we were unable to adequately protect t he wel l-being of all Japanese 

members, and that we have been unable to preserve the t rust of society. Family Federation 

International Headquarters has a sense of moral responsibi lity to guide and cooperate w ith our 

churches around the world. God's love embraces all people, and we wish for the happiness of all 

humankind. 

We will once again thoroughly examine whether members and their families are feeling marginalized 

or unhappy in the Family Federat ion, not on ly in Japan but also throughout the world. In addition, we 

wi ll actively support and cooperate and comply with t he various policies promoted by the Japan 

Family Federation , reforming our churches, and improving the happiness of believers, and we wi ll 

create a church cult ure that Japanese society will come to trust. 

Going forward, we w ill continue to do our best to create a bett er world. 

October 12, 2023 

Family Federation for World Peace and Unification International Headquarters 
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