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oday we read much about

learning through the senses.

Jean Piaget, an early student of

Maria Montessori, studied his

own children and developed a
theory of the sensori-motor stage of
learning.

In Montessori each exercise has a
purpose. Development of the senses is
important because it precedes develop-
ment of the higher intellectual powers, |
and what Montessori calls the “sensorial
period” is primarily between the ages of
3 and 6. To quote Montessori —“All the
education of early childhood ought to be |
based on this principle — to aid the

Development

Iitems gradually, with very little com-
ment. The child is encouraged to have the
‘sensorial experience before relevant lan-
guage is introduced. Later the child
experiments with the apparatus and dis-
covers.

The basis of the Montessori sensorial
equipment is the decimal system. The
items are based on the idea of 10, with
equally increasing increments. At the
sensorial stage the impact is just that.
Montessori said that it created a mus-
cular memory — the hand and mind
working together — that evidenced itself
in the later study of mathematics.

As the child is introduced to the equip-
ment, he becomes acquainted with the
make up of the environment, and his
responsibilities towards it. He learns
that there is a definite place for each
item; that it is taken from that place and

of the senses

returned to the same place after use, by
the user.

It is never passed from one child to
another, although another child may at
times join the first child in its use, if the
first child is willing. Since there is just
one of each, it belongs to each child
during his use of it, as long as it is not
misused.

Since the apparatus builds in a control
of error, the teacher becomes more
observer than teacher. A child will often
repeat an exercise over and over, becom-
ing completely absorbed in perfecting it.
Montessori referred to “directress”
rather than “teacher”, and said that her
“directress goes much deeper and is
more important than what is currently
understood, since she directs life and
souls”’

But that is subject for another article,
at another time.

natural development of the child”

Also today we have “early detection”
centers to discover and treat neurolog-
ical and other problems in early stages,
with the hope that prompt treatment
might prevent, or at least ameliorate,
such problems. In 1948 Montessori wrote
that “through the education of the senses
itis possible to discover ad correct causal
defects which today are not noticed in the
schools, at least until the time in which
the deficit shows itself by a definite and
thus irreparable inadaptability to the
surroundings (deafness, shortsight,
etc.)” =

Montessori attributed keen powers of
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_observation to the training ot the senses,

as well as aesthetic and moral education.
She said that the aesthetic harmony of
nature and art escapes those whose
senses are dull. She felt that intelligence
too often is rendered useless through
lack of practice, and that this practice is
almost always education of the senses. In
practical life we need to obtain exact
knowledge of the stimuli derived from
the environment.

The Classroom

In the Montessori classroom a wide
range of sensorial apparatus greets the
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By Sara Peterson

his August 240 participants
gathered for The Fourth Inter-
national Conference on “God:
The Contemporary Discus-
sion” in Seoul, Korea, to bring
the religions of the world closer to pro-
moting world peace and harmony.

Men and women gathered in the Cry-
stal Ballroom of the finest hotel in
downtown Seoul for the opening plenary
session. The sessions would last four

 intense days in discussion on nine
themes. This is the largest and most
complex conference yet in the “God: The
Contemporary Discussion” series spon-
sored by the International Religious
Foundation, and founded by Reverend
Moon.

Participants met as peers in the
democracy of the conference, temporar-
ily made equal by their badge, by their
individual ability and qualifications, and
by their willingness to write a paper and
participate in a conference outside their
specific disciplines and religious affili-
ation.

The topics of individual sessions
were: Is There a Divine Intention for
Male-Female Relationships? What Effect
Does Language as Medium Have on
Knowlege of God? Religious Art: Images
of the Divine; Women’s Experience of
God and/or the Ultimate; Science and the
Ultimate: How are Divine and Natural
Causality Related to One Another? Death
and Immortality in the Religions of the
World; Is Faith in God Necessary to the
Creation of a Just Society? Faith and
Reason in the Great Traditions; and The
Encounter of Eastern and Western
Understandings of God in the Making of
Modern Asia.

All the sessions were large, and there
were in fact ten group meetings, as the
session on Death and Immortality in the
Religions of the World was broken into
two smaller groups.

The conference ended with a final
banquet, including an ecumenical/inter-
religious worship service led by a mem-
ber of the Youth Seminar on World

Uniﬂcation Newq

The 4th God Conference

“keeper of the tradition,’ providing con-
tinuity as the chairpersons change.
After Professor Bryant’s address, Dr.
Smith gave a moving speech addressing
the importance of religion, and his
understanding of Reverend Moon’s trial
and imprisonment. He saw an unhappy
parallel in the case with the imprison-
ment of his own missionary parents in
post-World War 11 Communist China for
possession of a gun they never owned.
[Dr. Smith’s address will be in the next
 issue of the Unification News.]
— Thenm Reverend Chun Hwan—Kwak;

P
Korean dance by schoolchildren at the
Little Angels School, a prominent per-
forming arts school founded by Reverend
Moon.

After the conference ended most of
the participants left Seoul for a two-day
pilgrimage south to the ancient Korean
capital of the Silla and Unified King-
doms, Kyong-ju, and a visit to the stone
statue of Buddha and the Pulkuksa Tem-
ple.

Opening session

The Opening Plenary Session of the
Fourth God Conference was a joint ses-
sion with God Conference participants
and the over 150 young people finishing
the Youth Seminar on World Religions
tour, whose last stop was Korea.

Chairperson Huston Smith introduced
Darrol Bryant as “The Mastermind™ of
the four God Conferences and the
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|

President and Chairman of the Board of | i
the IRF, delivered a Founder’s Address
on behalf of Reverend Sun Myung Moon.
[This speech will be in the next issue of
the Unification News.]

Dr. 35 nations were represented at this
fourth God Conference, and most of the
world’s religious traditions, while 240
papers had been prepared for discussion.

Bryant addressed participants as “fel-
low workers seeking to understand the
divine life” Dr. Bryant stated that there
are two assumptions underlying the
sponsorship and tradition of the God
Conference. First, that there is no more
pressing thing than to understand the
ultimate mystery of life as it unfolds, and
that full understanding requires the
insights of varied traditions to enlarge us

and rescue us from partiality.
Second, that -there is a particular
responsibility in the quest for the divine, |
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which is the search for the under-
standing of healing and prevention of
destructive divisions. Professor Bryant
concluded his remarks by thanking Rev-
erend Moon for his support over the
years, both for generating conferences,
and for his vision in sponsoring this one.

Brevious cenferences
This conference follows three pre-
vious conferences held in Hawaii, Flor-
ida, and Puerto Rico. Nermally held
every year, the flfth God Conference will

is supemdﬁtt—éarﬂjﬂhr?amr
ment of World Religions, also an IRF
project, which will be inaugurated in
1985, and will replace the God Confer-
ence every four years.

The First International Conference
was held December 26-31, 1981, on Maui,
Hawaii. Professor Frederick Sontag of
the Department of Philosophy, Pomona
College in Clarmont, California, chaired
the conference and was a driving force
behind its initial success. Dr. Sontag is
also the author of Sun Myung Moon, one
of the first books to look-at the Unifica-
tion Church without obvious prejudice.

The Second International Conference
was also chaired by Dr. Sontag, and was
successfully held in Ft. Lauderdale, Flor-
ida, December 30, 1982-Jan 4, 1983.
Seven theme groups addressed the topics

of: Spiritual Discipline and Ultimate |
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Reality; Words of/about God in Sacred | g
Scriptures; Avatar: The Idea of Incarna- |
tion in the World’s Relgiions; The Names |
and Concepts of Deity: Our Languagest
About Ultimate Reality; Understandlng %

Who God Is: Masculinity, Femininity, Plu-
rality, Duality, Process, Emptiness; God
and Social Reality: Spiritual Liberation
and the Social Dimension of Religion; a
and Religion and the Numinous: Theol-
ogy vs. Mystery.

The Chan‘person for the Thxrd and%

successfully co-led the First and Second §
Youth Seminars on World Religions in ¢
1982 and 1983. The son of missionary ¢
parents. in pre- and post-World War II §
Mainland China, and a scholar of the §

world religions, Dr. Huston Smith is well §
qualified to preside over an international, ¥

interreligious gathering. 4

The Third Conference occured in%
December 30, 1983-Jan 4, 1984, in|
Dorado Beach, Puerto Rico. Topics g

included: Experiences of God and/or the § -

Ultimate; God and Social Reality; In®
Defense of God; The Person and the#
Divine in the World’s Scriptures; Reli-|
gious Ethics in the Great Traditions;
Tradition and Modernity in Conflict over &
Divine Reality; and Women in World §
Religions, Past and Present. ¥

Many of these topics are extremely

continued on page 20
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