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F
ather recovered from his
three months of torture in
Pyung-yang prison as quick-
ly as he could. His disciples
tried to make him rest, but

all he could think of was returning to
his mission.

Before long, he was holding long
meetings. He taught the people from
his Bible, always speaking very strong-
ly and with many tears.

Again the meetings were very excit-
ing. The people gave their full atten-
tion. They felt they had to get every
word down on paper, and they would
take notes as fast as they could. They
didn’t plan to stay late. But when
Father spoke, they forgot about time;
they forgot about families. Before they
knew it, the time had flown by and it
was late at night again. The same kind
of feelings of electricity came over
them, and they just had to jump up
and dance around for joy. God’s love
made them feel so wonderful!

Sometimes, while they prayed, mir-
acles happened. Some who came were
quite rich, and the food Father served
was simple. But to them, it tasted
more delicious. One wealthy man with
a stomach problem was cured after
eating the food at Father’s place, so
the word got out that Father had some
kind of “miracle food.”

Many times, as Father spoke, they
learned answers to questions they had
been asking for years. Then they would
get so inspired and excited they
couldn’t wait to go out and tell other
Christians.

“I’m going to tell my minister about
this,” they exclaimed. “He’ll be so excit-
ed to hear it.”

But almost always, the ministers of

their old churches were not excited at
all. The ministers told them, “You’re
wrong. These answers are not true,
and anyone who makes their people
dance around in church must be from
the devil.”

Many of them stopped going to their
old churches altogether.

As you can imagine, the ministers
became very upset when some of their
best members left. So they got togeth-
er with their own church members and
went to argue with Father. They want-
ed to ask him difficult ques-
tions and show the people
how wrong he was. But
Father answered their ques-
tions before they even asked
them!

“Mr. Moon must have spe-
cial powers,” they murmured.
“He’s surely of the devil. We
must stop him.”

They spread the word
around that Mr. Moon was a
bad man. They tried to scare
the people. Then they even
went to the communists and
accused Father of being dan-
gerous.

“This man, Sun Myung
Moon, is breaking up our
churches; he’s breaking up
homes,” they declared. “He
will want to break you up,
too. He’s probably a spy from
the south. You must get rid
of him.” More than 80 ministers wrote
letters to the police, accusing Father
of all kinds of crimes.

This made the communists very
happy, indeed. They had already heard
that Father had come back to life and
was preaching again. They had start-
ed watching him carefully. Their belief
was that anyone who believed there is

a God is mentally ill. They wanted to
just get rid of them all, so they were
watching for their chance—some
excuse. Now one church was fighting
against another! What better way to
make the churches weak? So they
helped by spreading even more lies
about Father.

On February 22, 1948, because of
the ministers’ complaints, they arrest-
ed him and brought him to trial.
Father had been teaching in
Pyungyang one year and ten months,

which is almost two years.
By this time, Father had become

well known in Pyungyang, so the
courtroom at the trial was packed with
people. He was led into the room in
handcuffs and with his head shaved.
He was accused of taking money from
the poor people and using it for him-
self. He was also accused of telling peo-

ple lies.
After the trial, the judge pronounced

him guilty. Everyone knew it was
always best to remain silent. If the
judge became angry, he could make
the prisoner stay in prison even longer.
But Father knew he had been
wronged, so he stood up and asked
that the charges be dropped, because
they were not true. He had not told
any lies or deceived the people.

The judge was shocked. The com-
munist leaders who were watching had

hoped to show that
people who believe in
God are weak and
scared. Instead, this
man showed courage! 

Won Pil Kim was in
the audience that day.
His eyes fil led with
tears as he saw how
brave his beloved
Father was. Up to then,
he had only seen
Father’s loving and
warm side. In the
courtroom, he saw a
fearless man.

The charges were
not dropped, and
Father was sentenced
to five years in prison.
As Father was led
away, he looked back
at his disciples and
smiled reassuringly, as

if to say, “Don’t lose heart. I’ll be back.”
With his chained hands raised high in
a sign of hope, he was escorted off to
prison.

Father’s disciples felt totally sad and
discouraged at that point. But Father
was full of hope that, through his
prison term, God could do great things
for Korea. ❖

TRUE PARENTS’ HISTORY FOR CHILDREN

by Roger Wetherall—NYC

Y
oung people face many
challenges and problems
that kids of 50 years ago
never had to deal with.
Designer drugs, divorced

parents and violence in the schools are
not easy to grow up amidst and still
turn out to be a normal adult. The mir-
acle is that despite all of this so many
young people do manage to make it.

Premarital sex is the biggest chal-
lenge to youth. President Clinton has
spoken of teen pregnancy as being the
nation’s most serious social problem.
After years of research, most everyone
agrees that it is not beneficial for
teenagers to indulge in sexual activi-
ties. Sociologically, psychologically,
medically, morally and spiritually,
99% of the evidence shows that Teen
Free Sex is a big no-no. So why is it
getting more and more out of control?

What exactly is the problem? Is it
teen sex, or all extra-marital sex? At
what age does it become ‘OK’ to have
a relationship outside of marriage?
Today’s abstinence educators and
advocates are often reluctant to deal
with the topic of extra-marital sex
beyond the teenage years. That would
be hitting a little too close to home.
Many of them are unable to honestly

admit that they did not have sexual
relationships before they were mar-
ried. In a recent article in US News and
World report (May ‘97) several promi-
nent people were asked whether they
had had sex before marriage and most
of them could not give a straight NO!
So the message that we are giving our
kids is “Do what I say, not what I do.
(or did.)” Kids know this. They are not
stupid. They hear their parents, teach-
ers and pastors telling them not to
have sex but they know that their par-
ents, teachers and pastors did have
sex when they were teens. They look
at the people they know and see that
the ones they look up to are or were
involved in pre-marital, extra-marital
and non-marital relationships so they
wonder why they should wait until
they turn 21 before they get in on the
action too.

In a society that is so busy point-
ing the finger and looking to place the
blame on someone else, it is time to
take a closer look at me. I. Myself. Yes
that’s right the one who is reading this
article right now. Not the guy next door
or my parents or friends, but Me.
Numero Uno. Whether you are a teen,
a 20 something, or a parent with 5
children, we all need to ask ourselves
the tough questions:-

Have I lived the kind of life that I
would want my children to follow? Am
I living the kind of lifestyle, I want them
to emulate now? Do I think it is impor-
tant for my children to refrain from
sexual relationships until they are
married?

We’re looking for a few good men
and women!

Our society needs heroes. Not the
kind of comic book characters who
blow away everything that gets in their
way, but the kind who can be an
example of purity, fidelity and happi-
ness within marriage. A child’s first
heroes should be their parents. And,
we need sportsmen and women, actors
and actresses, politicians, communi-
ty leaders, teachers, ministers, stu-
dents and MTV idols to stand up and
say that they will wait until marriage.
It used to be the case that people were
ashamed to say that they were promis-
cuous, now people are ashamed to say
that they are not! To turn this culture
around is going to take some brave
people who can stand up for what is
right.

The Pure Love Alliance wants to
make it popular to be pure. We are not
talking about a life of eternal celibacy
and monastic confinement but about
an experience of the greatest possible

joy and fulfillment. Sexual love is not
something dirty that we should be
afraid of or try to hide. It is the abso-
lute highest expression of love that can
occur between a husband and wife.
Within the realm of security and total
love of a committed marriage, sexual
love is the most exciting fulfilling gift
that any of us can ever hope to expe-
rience, or give to our spouse. People
need to know that there is hope
beyond the soap operas and tabloid
sex scandals. Each one of us needs to
be a hero.

I am not afraid to say that I waited
until I was married to have sex. Along
the way there were many tests and tri-
als. My high school friends were doing
it. Even my girlfriend wanted to do it.
Sometimes I was weak in my resolve
and I let my curiosity take me further
than I wanted to. I still have regrets
about that. Sometimes, in the heat of
passion, I seriously considered for-
feiting the battle because it seemed to
be too difficult. Yet I am glad that I did
not. Now when I make love to my wife,
I know that I am giving her the real
thing: pure, untainted whole-hearted
love. She knows that too and is filled
with gratitude and loves me even more
because of it. This is not to say that I

Teens and Sex
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O
bviously the world we
know is hardly the world
of God’s ideal; indeed, the
proverbial description of
our earth as a “vale of

tears” is not far from the mark.  Let us
inquire how this could come to be the
case.  

Observing  different earthly phe-
nomenon, we note they all exist with-
in the realm of time.  Chemists recog-
nize that in any chemical process, for
example, time must elapse before a
result can occur.  All back-
yard gardeners know a
summer must pass before
their tomatoes can be har-
vested.  In the case of the
formation of the earth,
geologists believe it took as
long as four billion years to
develop to its present state.

Time is also needed for
movement.  Each move-
ment has a point that it
starts from, a path that it
follows, and a concluding
point.  In the natural
world, a lightening bolt
reaching a speed of 87,000
miles per second still needs
a beginning and an ending
point, a path to follow and
time to occur.

“Days” as epochs

According to the Bible it
took six days for God to
complete His work.  While indicating
that time was integrated into God’s cre-
ation, this teaching appears contra-
dictory to the discoveries of modern
sciences which emphasize  the evolu-
tion of the earth over eons of time.
Reconciling the two understandings,
Divine Principle teaches the six days
in Genesis does not mean a literal 144
hours.  As we are told by the Second
Letter of Peter that “with the Lord one
day is as a thousand years, and a
thousand years as one day” (II Peter
3:8), so we may perhaps best under-
stand the “six days” of creation as the
ages or epochs through which God
completed His creative work. 

They correspond roughly to the suc-
cessive ages many scientists say the

earth has passed through in its devel-
opment.

The French Jesuit Teilhard de
Chardin, who is well-known for his
paleontological work in China, notes
that when observed in terms of mil-
lions of years, life can easily be seen
to move in a definite direction.  While
anti-religious scientists maintain that
development takes place randomly,
Teilhard argues that from the lowest
to the highest level of the organic world
there is a persistent and clearly defined
thrust of animal forms toward species
with more sensitive nervous systems.

For both Teilhard and Divine Princi-
ple, the divine mind behind creation is
working according to a plan.

States Of Growth

“But you can, Jonathan.  For you
have learned.  One school is finished,
and the time has come for another to
begin.” —Jonathan Livingston Seag-
ull.

Since no one or no thing becomes
mature in an instant, growth is a vital
dynamic in human life.  If one is to ful-
fill his destiny, if one is to come to full
maturity in the eyes of God, he must
grow through time.   As with all living
things, to cease to grow is to die.

While the phenomenon of growth is
widely recognized, it is recently com-
ing to be understood in new ways.

What Harvard’s Erik Erikson did for
children, and apparently what Richard
Bach did for seagulls, Gail Sheehey has
now done for adults; in her bestseller
`Passages’ she had pointed out that
growth never stops:  There are differ-
ent phases of human growth, even in
adulthood, and then emergence of
advanced phases depends on the suc-
cessful completion of earlier ones.
While Erikson has identified these
phases for children and adolescents,
Sheehey has begun the task of identi-
fying them for adults.  As she points
out, the phenomenon of growth is a

lifelong process, often precipitated by
crises and difficulties.

While recognizing that there are
innumerable phases of human devel-
opment, Divine Principle nevertheless
suggests a three-stage model as
descriptive of this process.  One’s
movement toward maturity may be
thought of in terms of formation,
growth and completion.  During the
first years of his life a child learns how
to walk and talk and how to use his
personality as a self-concept are estab-
lished during these formative years.

As he grows older he attains most
of his physical size, develops a greater
measure of independence from his par-
ents and cultivates his own circle of
friends.  Thus he actualizes the growth
stage of his life.  Reaching adulthood

he not only becomes mature
physically, but, ideally speak-
ing, during this completion
stage he also gains an
autonomous personality and
develops a mature capacity to

love and work.
Since every being develops through

these three general stages, Divine Prin-
ciple teaches that the number three
represents the state of completion.

The Dominion of God.

Although most Christians tend to
claim that from birth to death man is
guided and governed by the strong love
of a kind Heavenly Father, they also
affirm, on the other hand, that man is
the master of his state and the captain
of his soul.  There is thus a consider-
able tension for Christian believers

between the faith that God
rules —— and the equally
strong belief that man pos-
sesses free will.  Resolving
this paradox has been no
easy task.

Divine Principle address-
es this question by reference
to the direct and indirect
dominions of God.  Accord-
ing to Divine Principle,
God’s rule over man before
he reaches maturity is indi-
rect, a relationship which
can be explained by analo-
gy to the natural world.
During the period of growth
each thing of the material
creation operates by the
autonomous power of nat-
ural law.

The snow and rain come,
the seasons change and day
dawns and night falls, all
because of the prearranged

law of nature, created by God.
God relates to immature man in a

comparable way.  We may say that
men and women who have not reached
a spiritually mature state are guided
by spiritual law.  Thus, the period of
growth is the time of God’s indirect
dominion of mankind.

We should note that this indirect
dominion can often be a period of dif-
ficulty and instability.  Physically, if
we do not live in accordance with the
rules of good health we may injure or
destroy our bodies.  Likewise spiritu-
ally, if we ignore the principles of God,
or if we engage in spiritually unhealthy
activities, we are likely to suffer as a
result.  By aligning ourselves with
God’s principles and laws, we can grow
to full maturity and health, both spir-
itually and physically.  In this way our
growth  beyond the indirect dominion
becomes possible.  On the other side
of the indirect dominion, we enter the
direct dominion of God’s love. ❖

Nature of God and Man, the Purpose of Life
DIVINE  PRINCIPLE  STUDY

am the world’s best lover. Hey, I’ve got no
idea how I compare with other guys. But
you know what, I don’t want to know. I
just want to be the best lover I can pos-
sibly be for my wife and to love her more
and more each day. No guilt. No com-
parisons or performance standards. Just
great fun and fulfillment.

Now I have a son (7 months old) and
one day when he is old enough to under-
stand I will be able to tell him of these
things and hopefully inspire him to wait
for the day when he too is married before
giving the most precious gift of his sexu-
al love to his spouse. I hope that by the
time he reaches that age, society will also
have come to support a more responsible
attitude to sexuality than the one we live
in now.

There is a battle being waged in this

society. This battle will not be won over
the conference tables but in the hearts of
each one of us as we determine how we
are going to live our lives. It is not possi-
ble to get rid of adultery, pre-marital sex,
pornography and prostitution through
legislation. Only when we can control our
own desire for such things will they dis-
appear. When we decide that we are not
going to watch programs that portray sex
without consequences or responsibility,
when we stop buying the soft porn mag-
azines and when we stop fooling around
with the secretary at the office or the post-
man, that is when things will really begin
to change. It is not kids who are the prob-
lem. It is all of us. Every one of us has to
take a stand for what is right and be will-
ing to speak out about our own mistakes
and regrets in an honest way. Then oth-
ers will also get the courage to do the
same and just maybe, we can make a bet-
ter world for the next millennium or
more.❖

TEENS
from page 16

august 1997  1/15/98 3:38 PM  Page 17



standing of the Divine Principle.
I gained a lot this week! I gained self

respect, internal beauty & a spirit as
tall as the tallest redwood tree. And
besides that I gained the wisdom of
Noah Ross (the lecturer).

I think that I gained a closer rela -
tionship with God, and a true under -
standing of how the world is and how
God is suffering from it. I truly want to
love creation and respect and trust that
God has plans for me, whatever they
may be.

I was really inspired when we lit the
candles and prayed.

At night it felt like my parent’s were
in my room. What I am going to do when
I get home is I am going to make my
brothers and sisters happy and make
my parents happy.

It’s like God is living with us and God
is with you every time there is trouble.

God gets closer and closer to you only
if you make other people happy or make
them feel well or good.

D E T E R M I N A T I O N S—These are our
kids! We should all be so proud of
them!

When I go home I sincerely hope that
I can keep my inspiration and really
give 100% effort to become a better and
caring person that everyone will want
to have around.

I have a new determination to go to
Bridgeport High School.

I felt more power and smartness and
better about being a Blessed child.

From this camp I gained a new
respect for peoples property, to work
together to get things done and to have
a good motivation about everything you
do. From this camp I am inspired to pray
more and to be thankful for what you
have and not complain for what you
don’t have.

I was inspired to stay pure & free of
temptation until marriage. I am deter -

mined to live life.
Now I want to be a better person and

be kinder and share more. I will also
try to give more effort.

I was inspired to not smoke and to
have false love. When I get home I’ll
read the Bible 10 minutes every day.

I gained a better understanding of
spiritual people, more self respect and
how to take care of creation.

When I get back home, I’ll do almost
everything Mr. Ross said, like “Do the
hardest thing” and “Say yes first.”

I think that doing the hardest thing
is what I’m going to work on because
its like a challenge, and after awhile it
won’t be so hard. My goal for this year
is to keep this spirit all year long and
never forget my brothers and sisters.

Something I gained from this camp
is the inspiration to share more and give
more because I’ll always get something
in return, even if it’s just a growing spir -
it.

I am going to do what ever my mom

or dad tells me to do. I will try to do the
right thing all the time.

But one great inspiration that I have
now is the power of prayer and faith in
God. Also, you not only have to be good
enough spiritually to go to the Heaven -
ly Kingdom, you must help build it.

Finally, I am inspired to practice what
I preach. I want to take the narrow path
so in the end I would look back and see
that I accomplished more in my life. I
want to treat my parents with respect
and my sister with respect. I want to do
my responsibilities and activities with
a positive attitude. I want to be thank -
ful that I have my life and my parents
and my siblings and friends and cre -
ation. P.S. I will do the laundry every
time my mom tells me to.

***

For information on next year’s sum-
mer camp call Rob & Sally Sayre at
610-298-2919. ❖

I
n this two-part article we’ll be
looking at the situation of chil-
dren. Also, we’ll look at those
whose duty it is to care for them. 

All people, with the possible excep-
tion of W. C. Fields, find children infinite-
ly precious. Anyone will tell you they
are deeply concerned about our youth.
Even those few who aren’t concerned
will probably say they are. There are
also people who f e e l concerned, but
are so twisted inside that their actions,
in the end, actually harm the objects
of their attention. Unfortunately, in
this modern, secular society of ours, a
handful of those very people have become
powerful “children’s right’s advocates.” 

Throughout human history, child-
hood was usually a brief and destitute
period. Teenaged (or younger) children
had to work the fields, or become appren-
tices. Even in nations as presently
wealthy as Japan, many adults grew
up in extreme poverty. In the past, most
children received only a couple of years
of schooling—if any. Many were, in
effect, sold off to support the rest of
their family. In several regions, that
practice continues. (The girls usually
have it much worse …) 

Historically, childhood was n o t a
time of innocence. Only the rise of cap-
italism allowed societies to become
prosperous—and not just for the upper
classes. Families became comfortable
enough to allow their offspring an
extended period of adolescence. Today
there are signs of a reverse. Infidelity
and unwed motherhood are dragging
millions of children back towards those
past brutalities. 

Multiculturalists will say that “dif-
ferent societies have their own stan-
dards, and we cannot judge them by
our own.” Perhaps. The appearance of
African immigrant girls in North Amer-
ican hospitals, seeking “female cir-
cumcision,” is causing quite a contro-
versy. A team of American news reporters
purchasing themselves two Sudanese
slave boys touched off a more univer-
sal revulsion. 

The world’s societies raise their chil-

dren with an astonishing variety of atti-
tudes. Some of them have much to
teach Americans. And some are suf-
fering, as with the spread of AIDS in
Africa. There, once carefree sex has
become deadly. (Read Mission to Kala
by Mongo Beti, a novel set in then-
French Cameroon.) Older attitudes and
traditions may -or may not- work any
more, and don’t always transfer well
to other cultures. 

Rights and Rappers

Children’s rights have evolved slow-
ly over the millennia. Ancient law treat-
ed children as the property of their par-
ents, to be dispatched wherever -or dis-
posed of whenever- they saw fit. The
government’s direct role in children’s
lives has increased only slowly, and its
advocacy on their behalf has grown
more slowly still. 

Today, children’s rights are stronger
than ever. In some nations they exceed
the rights of the parents. In the Unit-
ed States they’re undergoing constant
upheaval, and making headlines. Occa-
sionally, sick children die because their
fundamentalist parents insisted on
using prayer alone. In the near future,
the authorities may take children away
from their parents, because they are
“abusing” them—by smoking cigarettes
inside their own homes. 

America’s proposed adoption of the
UN Convention on the Rights of the
Child is shaping up to be a tremen-
dous battle. Using its same basic pre-
cepts, a handful of children have already
“divorced” their own parents. Liberal
apologists are trying in advance to
defuse any criticism of this, by ana-
lyzing similar, historical situations. (As
in The Way We Never Were, a rather
misleading book by Stephanie Coontz.)
For example, a hundred thirty years
ago America had at least as many sin-
gle-parent families as it has today, and
they did alright; society did not col-
lapse. 

But plain statistics don’t tell the
whole story. Most of those single-par-
ent households were headed by Civil
War widows. As much as they suffered,
there is a vast difference, especially to
the children, between the death of a
father and abandonment by him. 

This gives us a hint about the cur-
rent popularity of “gansta rap” music,

with its obscene lyrics and misogynis-
tic themes. Most of the young rappers
-and many of their fans- were raised
without fathers; their mothers never
married the guy. Too often, any one of
several possible guys. Small wonder,
then, that their sons grew up to refer
to women in general as “ho’s.” [Whores.] 

An old friend of this author once
worked for a famous rapper. Despite
that artist’s de rigueur themes of vio-
lence and death, his career eventual-
ly sputtered. Turns out the guy actu-
ally grew up in the suburbs, with two
professional, married parents. Seems
he lacked the proper ‘edge.’ 

Guardians 

Ms. Gay Courter, a well-known author,
wrote an autobiographical book titled
I Speak for This Child. It recounts her
work as a Guardian ad Litem, appoint-
ed by the court to assist a specific,
troubled child. The book’s true stories
are often tragic, and sometimes heart-
ening. Nowhere are there easy solu-
tions. In every instance, Ms. Courter
had to battle “The System” as hard as
she did the abusive parents, boyfriends,
etc. 

Sometimes her solutions involved
choosing the “lesser of two evils.” One
boy was being kept from his father, a
known -but not legally convicted- mur-
derer and pedophile. However, the youth
ranches and foster homes where the
boy was placed were even worse! He
kept getting into abusive, sexual rela-
tionships with the older male residents.
Finally the child was returned to his
father, in an all too literal case of “bet-
ter the devil you know.” 

As with the Unemployment and Wel-
fare departments, America’s many Child
Protective Services are -supposedly-
trying to work themselves out of a job.
However, their “case load” is their bread
and butter—and they know it. Foster
homes and other institutions are paid
large amounts to house their assigned
children, more if the kid is classified
as disabled. 

Of course, the vast majority of fos-
ter parents are good people, sincerely
concerned for their young charges.
Some will nurse HIV-positive babies
all through their short, painful lives.
Tragically, such caring can itself be a
source of pain, since the “cases” (as

the children are invariably referred to)
can be, and frequently are, shifted out
of those homes. Sometimes, at the whim
of a distant bureaucrat. 

Your author has had personal expe-
rience in these matters, both as a fos-
ter care and women’s shelter assistant,
and through knowing folks who were
“in the system.” An early observation:
sometimes the foster kids were screwy
and the social worker really cared—
and nearly as often, the reverse was
true. 

Most of those kids just needed a sta-
ble environment, and neither their par-
ents nor The System could provide one.
Some kids, as young as eight, were pro-
foundly disturbed, and the help they
needed was difficult to come by. 

Courter has some good proposals,
especially a substantial expansion of
the Guardian ad Litem program. But
some of her other ideas, to be imposed
by the United Nations, etc. upon every
society and household, would be a uni-
versal “cure” much worse than the “dis-
ease” of family problems. Particularly
considering the corrupt situation from
which most UN bureaucrats emerged. 

Courter rightly questions the entrance
of private, for-profit child care institu-
tions into arrangements with The Sys-
tem. There are already plenty of com-
passionate, experienced charities out
there; children are not “units” to be
handled like livestock or widgets. 

Tough Responses

American society is gradually decay-
ing, with thousands more troubled chil-
dren appearing every day. Our leader-
ship’s major response has been to tight-
en up on law enforcement. They’ve
made prison construction a booming
industry. Beyond that, their version of
“crime prevention” has often meant
goofy programs like Midnight Basket-
ball. 

To borrow Irene Webster-Smith’s
memorable simile, they’re placing an
ambulance at the bottom of the cliff,
rather then a fence at the top. More
than that, until recently, the fashion
industry’s ubiquitous “heroin look” was
openly glamorizing the trip down! 

Next month we’ll look further at the
response of politicians, and also of sci-
entists. Finally, at some concerned par-
ent’s solutions. ❖
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E
llen Beth Vogel Goldstein,
dedicated wife, loving moth-
er, devoted daughter, sis-
ter, friend, healer, coun-
selor, therapist, advisor,

writer and true revolutionary passed
away on July 5th, 1997 in her home
in Thornwood, New York after a three
year fight with cancer.

The Sung Hwa ceremony for Ellen
was held in Dobbs Ferry, NY on July,
7, 1997. The Won Jun ceremony and
burial were held on the same day at
Sleepy Hollow Cemetery. 

Although her life was not without
ups and downs, Ellen’s eyes were always
directed heavenward. Events around
her passing and ascension witnessed
to the victorious nature of Ellen’s devo-
tion to the ideals of true love, true life
and true lineage taught by the True
Parents. As the procession left Edward’s
Funeral Home for Sleepy Hollow ceme-
tery a powerful thunderstorm forced
all the cars in the area to turn on their
headlights. Later, as the procession
entered the burial site the sky cleared
and a beautiful, refreshing scene unfold-
ed for the Won Jun ceremony. The
storm seemed to be sign from God to
honor the victory of Ellen’s life and
death in a tremendous heartfelt cele-
bration. 

Some who attended the cer-
emonies felt that there was
a lot of restoration accom-
plished through all the
feelings that were
expressed and the
relationships that
were transformed.
Some of Ellen’s
relatives subse-
quently received
the Blessing
after having a
change of heart
through expe-
riencing the
Sung Hwa and
Won Jun cere-
monies with the
whole commu-
nity.

Amidst over-
whelming destruc-
tive forces Ellen’s
battle for her life pro-
duced great fruit for
the Providence. At the
end of her life, Ellen’s
friends, family, neighbors,
and church community were pulled
together to support Ellen and to cre-
ate a closer loving community. This
was Ellen’s desire and she leaves with
us her vision for healing and the courage
she had to face death living for her
hopes and dreams.

Ellen was born on March 30, 1955
in Yonkers, NY in a devout Jewish
Family. She became a practical ide-
alist in her early teens. Through study-
ing Christianity, Communism, spiri-
tual and metaphysical science and
many other philosophies she devel-

oped a vision for world peace
that included the under-

standing that each per-
son must work on

their inner life and
relationships as

wel l  as  make
s u b s t a n t i a l
e x t e r n a l
changes in the
world.

Whi le  a
college stu-
dent at New
Paltz in 1974
she was
introduced to
the Unifica-
tion Principle
and felt that

this, at last,
was the long

sought after ide-
ology the world

needed to usher in
a new era of world

peace. She became
the first American mem-

ber of the Collegiate Asso-
ciation for the Research of Prin-

ciples, CARP. She later worked in the
Il Hwa Ginseng Tea Co., Newsworld
Communications and Sunlight Graph-
ics.

Ellen and her husband Brian were
married in the 8,000-couple Bless-
ing on July 1, 1982 at Madison Square
Garden, NYC.

Ellen’s personal battle with can-
cer culminated a period of intensive
research into spirituality and phys-
ical health. Ellen had become a cer-
tified hypnotherapist and was devel-

oping a concept for a clinic where
patients would have access to alter-
native and traditional medicine when
she was diagnosed with cancer. Through
her experience with her own suffering
with cancer she learned about a vari-
ety of healing approaches and under-
stood, from the patients viewpoint,
much of what would be needed to cre-
ate a more effective clinical practice.
Ellen wrote about her experience in a
journal which may one day be pub-
lished in some form.

Ellen developed her spiritual abili-
ties and communicated with the spir-
itual world frequently. She used these
abilities in service to others. Her close
spiritual communication with God,
True Parents, Jesus, Heung Jin Nim
and others helped her prepare for her
ascension.

She is survived by her husband
Brian, an artist and an assistant man-
ager of PG Arbor and their eight-year-
old son Gilchrist Yagob.

by William Hilbert ❖
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by Alfred O’Connor—Birmingham, UK

This is the second in a two-part
series

L
ooking at the family unit from
another perspective, sibling
rivalry can frequently prove
to be either very constructive
(positive) or very destructive

(negative). The destructive, self-cen-
tered kind of sibling rivalry is akin to
the negative emotion of extreme jeal-
ousy/envy, which often leads to sib-
ling violence and murder; this is an all-
too-common feature of modern life.

Where can we say that we may have
seem this type of thing happening
before? In Genesis 4:1-16, the elder
brother Cain, motivated by jealousy,
deceives his young brother Abel and
murders him. What a woeful prece-
dent—of fratricide in the very first,
ancestral human family!

Another very important aspect of
family conflicts is parental disharmo-
ny. There was mutual blame by Adam
and Eve for having disobeyed God’s
commandment not to eat the fruit of
the tree of knowledge of good and evil
in the fall. As is often the case, mutu-

al blame is compounded, ultimately
ending in total family breakdown, as
in divorce.

Modern divorce lawyers advertise
their services and have an ever-increas-
ing workload. Some clearly exploit this
tendency toward mutual blaming by
disaffected spouses for financial gain,
with little regard for restoration of true
family harmony.

Understandably, if the parents are
in a state of conflict and mutual blame,
even if they stop short of legal divorce,
among the resultant outcomes will
doubtless be discord between parents
and children as well as among the chil-
dren themselves.

Furthermore, parental conflict will
be likely to create internal spiritual and
psychological problems within their
own offspring. The children are a sub-
stantial reflection of the parents’ spir-
itual, psychological and physical
union—dependent upon the degree and
quality of conjugal love and commu-
nion.

Hence the disharmony manifested
within and between the various mem-
bers of the modern family is deeply
rooted in the disharmony manifested

within the first human family, based
on the above-mentioned assumption
of a literal-historical fall of the first
human ancestors.

Subsequent to the fall of Adam and
Eve, along with mutual blame came
the actuality of a divorce. A deeply-root-
ed internal, spiritual divorce, if not an
external familial shattering or explo-
sion, served to lay the foundation for
the current state of rampant family
breakdown and alarming divorce rates
in modern social life. There is also a
prevalent culture of “free sex,” per-
vading our modern societies and ener-
getically nurtured by the entertain-
ment/media industry.

In the light of the preceding discus-
sion, it is evident that the answer to
the question “Why do families keep
breaking down?” is to be found in the
very dysfunctional situation which ini-
tially arose in the first, ancestral
human family. This is the case, despite
the fact that most modern families are
largely unaware of the legacy of our
inherited condition.

In direct connection with the origi-
nal sin, the various legacies of such a
dysfunctional family have been com-

pounded and passed down from gen-
eration to succeeding generation.
Hence, the root cause of the decline in
family values, and thus in family rela-
tionships, lies firmly in the reality of
the human fall and the subsequent
transmission of original sin.

Sexual intrigue, dysfunctional rela-
tionships and murder are all observ-
able in the first human family. Accord-
ingly, these very characteristics are
also among the most unappealing
aspects of our heritage, our influential
precedent and bad example.

Such is the significance of the
course taken by the first human fam-
ily that it ought to be self-evident that
herein lie the seeds of the present-day
moral and ethical decadence, all too
frequently lamented in our societies
today.

Having explored the seeds—the ori-
gins—of the dysfunctional modern fam-
ily, the issue then arises as to the
urgent necessity of the application of
powerful and effective curative mea-
sures. How can we really save the mod-
ern human family—and thus improve
both our individual and societal lives?❖

The Origins of the Modern Dysfunct ional Fa m i l y
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‘L
et’s all go to the post office,
and then swing by the
beach for a few minutes!”
Peter said with enthusi-
asm. 

“Okay, Pa!” we answered. It was
below freezing outside even though the
sun was shining. We grabbed our win-
ter coats and piled into the car.

“Let’s stop at Burger King and bring
a picnic too!” Peter added. 

“YAY!” yelled the children. 
Soon we were parking the car and

walking towards the beach gripping
our little Burger King bags. The wind
was eardrum-puncture-severe, but we
thought that sitting on a bench, munch-
ing our lunch while looking at the crash-
ing waves would be a lovely thing. We
sat down on two benches and began

to unwrap our burgers and fries. 
“Yaaaaahhh,”

we cried in uni-
son, as we were
mobbed  by
starving seag-
ulls. We were
ca tapu l t ed
into a virtual
scene from the
Alfred Hitchcock
movie ,  “The
Birds” — and
not so much
as an old-fash-
ioned, enclosed,
p h o n e b o o t h
around to duck
into. 

I looked around for Tippi
Hendren and Rod Taylor.
Where’s an ornithology con-
sultant of the horror variety
when you need one?

We were peering straight up
into a low flying cloud of about
two hundred seagull bottoms.
While their duffs hovered over-
head, they screamed for our food.
I usually feel a lot of sympathy for God’s
hungry creatures, especially in the win-
tertime, but it was downright unpleas-
ant being underneath all the hovering

bird bottoms. Soon my worries were
made manifest. Splook! A coat. A shoe.
My daughter’s hair. 

“Let’s get out of here!”
We started to move down the board-

walk at a fast clip, shoving our food
into our coat pockets. My little Tadin

was running, clutching his burger
with two hands, shouting, “Boidy
want my boiger! Boidy want  my
boiger!” The entire flock followed us

down the sidewalk, suspended over
our heads, back-flapping against the
wind, squawking and screaming. In
spite of the chase, our older children

took pity on them and
started throwing

them crum-
bled hand-
fu l s  o f
french fries.
T a d i n
dropped his
burger and
the seagulls

swallowed it before
it hit the ground. He

cried piteously, say-
ing, “Boidy took my boiger.”

We ran back to our car with our
coats pulled up over our heads, trying
to avoid the reverse “Dalmatian spot”
effect. (Many years ago, a child that I

once knew asked, “Why is bird’s poo
white?” And you know, I still can’t
answer that question.) 

“Gee, that was memorable!” Peter
said as we slammed the car door. For-
tunately, the boorish birdbrains had
given up the chase and were now prob-
ably after some other unsuspecting
picnickers.

“I’m still hungry!” said Tymon.
“I lost my appetite,” I said. “Let’s

assess our casualties. How many of us
are birdy-dirty? Who needs to wash
Birdy-Brilcream out of their hair?”

When one doesn’t live by the ocean,
seagulls have a rather romantic image,
like Jonathan Livingston Seagull. It
must be something about their beau-
tiful white, wingspread against the
ocean, and their unique cry. The fact
is though, they aint much different
from pigeons. Oh, to shatter the illu-
sion of the picturesque. Seagulls are
in their fondest element circling dumps
and gobbling garbage.

I reckon the next time we take a pic-
nic to the beach, we’ll park the car and
look at the ocean out the window. Either
that or we’ll wear raincoats.
Kim can be found at web site:
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A
lady in California recently
wrote to syndicated colum-
nist Ann Landers, saying
she intended to commit
suicide. In reaction to this

tragic letter of depression and despair,
some readers of the Ann Landers col-
umn wrote and urged the suicidal
woman to seek a solution other than
suicide.

One letter writer in Indiana wrote:
“I lost a brother and a step-brother to
suicide.... The grief will be immense....
Survivors blame themselves, no mat-
ter what anyone says.” One person
from Boston wrote: “I was a teenager
when my mother killed herself.... We
were ashamed. We also were afraid we
might be looked at as ‘unstable.’ Sui-
cide stigmatizes the whole family.”
Someone from Seaford, NY said: “My
mother took her own life 27 years ago
when I was only 11. I never got over
it.”

Someone from Daly City, CA said:
“Suicide is a terribly selfish act. It may
be a ‘solution’ to the person who does
it, but it’s a horrible thing to do to your
family.” A lady from Lenexa, Kansas
sent this message: “My 17 year old son
committed suicide on
Mother’s Day.... I am
totally devastated. My life
will never be the same.”
A nurse in Bucyrus, Ohio
wrote: “When I was 16,
my father shot himself. I
am now 77, an R.N. and
married to a wonderful
physician, and I am still
not over it. My saint of a
husband says I have
been depressed for most
of our married life.” Still
another said, “Thirty
seven years ago, I came home from
school and found my father who had
just killed himself. My sisters and I are
all in loveless marriages.... Suicide is
a terrible thing to do to those who love
you...the ultimate act of selfishness.”

In this connection, the Girl Scouts
of the USA have published a signifi-

cant booklet on youth suicide which
points out some alarming statistics
regarding the nationwide epidemic of
teenage suicides; the booklet disclos-
es that suicide among adolescents is
the second leading cause of death, fol-

lowing accidents.
Each day, more than

1,000 teens in this
nation attempt suicide,
with an average of 18
teens every day suc-
ceeding. Also, at least 15
percent of all fatal acci-
dents actually may be
suicides but are dis-
guised as accidents; and
substance abuse also
may be a way for
depressed teens to try
self-murder. Indeed,

each year 12,000 children ages 5-14
are referred to psychiatric care for sui-
cidal conduct.

One important factor in the rise of
suicides among the young is the
widespread influence of secular
humanism, which denies the objective,
extra-mental reality of God and insists

that “man is the supreme being for
man.” Certainly if human life is not
sacred, if man is not made in the image
and likeness of God, then the govern-
ment or an abortionist or a suicidal
individual may do away with innocent
human life whenever it becomes con-
venient or profitable to do so.

When unborn babies are aborted
merely for the sake of convenience,
when newly-born babies are permit-
ted to die simply because they are
handicapped or “less than perfect,” and
when the elderly are encouraged to die
because they are unwanted and can-
not care for themselves, then it
becomes easy for young people to con-
clude that their lives also are worth-
less and valueless.

Given the present social and moral
context, then, self-murder becomes a
reasonable and morally tolerable
response to the agonizing and per-
plexing problems of life.

Consequently, to alleviate the
nationwide tragedy of teen suicides,
we must reaffirm the sacredness of
human life and the intrinsic moral
worth and dignity of human beings. ❖

VALUES AND SUICIDE
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BRADFORD GOW

Mr. Gow 
is a TV and radio commentator

and writer in Eudora, AK

The Birds is Coming!
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True Family Values Crossword Puzzle

by Clopha Deshotel 

The answers can be found on the next page.

by Steve Kille —Dallas, TX

Steve Kille is a lecturer and the fol -
lowing is condensed from the series
“True Love in Action.”

Y
our spouse is the most
important person in your
life. Only your relationship
with the Divine is more
important. Your love rela-

tionship with God is vertical; your love
relationship with your spouse is hor-
izontal. Husband and wife together are
the image of God, exhibiting the har-
mony of male and female. Your spouse
is the one person with whom you are
meant to become one flesh. You
become a holy entity, centered on God,
and manifesting God’s love. Through
your love, children come into the
world, given to you by God in a won-
drous manner. Your spouse is the one
who knows all your strengths and
weaknesses, the one who loves and
supports you unconditionally. 

Of course, this is the ideal. Do you
believe it? How much effort, and what
kind of effort are you making? Is your
relationship with your spouse won-
derful and uplifting, or do you feel
something is missing?

Let me describe a scenario that is
all too common. A young man and a
young woman meet, and feel some-
thing special about each other. As their
friendship develops, they see so many
attractive qualities in each other. They
go out to special places and cannot
spend enough time together. He brings
her little presents and tells her how
special she is. She makes him feel like
the greatest man in the world. They
feel really alive when they are around
each other. They know they are in love.
They decide to spend the rest of their
lives together, and get married. As they
begin married life, they gradually begin
to find little faults with each other that
they had not noticed before. Gradual-
ly, they find they are complaining to
each other more than they are com-

plimenting each other. They are both
trying to help the other change to fit
their own image of what a good spouse
should be. The husband begins to feel
his wife is nagging him. The wife feels
the husband takes her for granted and
does not bring her little gifts or take
her out. They discover qualities in each
other that they really dislike. They have
trouble communicating, and grow dis-
tant from each other. They both won-
der how their spouse changed so
much. 

This scenario
describes a com-
mon problems,
and you can see
the results in
today’s divorce
statistics. Per-
haps you think
you are doing a
good job at show-
ing your spouse
appreciation. Try
this test: ask your
spouse to be hon-
est and tell you if
you spend more time criticizing or
appreciating. Or just watch yourself
during the week. 

If you find room for improvement,
then let me offer two simple steps as
a starting point to loving your spouse
by appreciating him or her. First, let’s
talk about finding those qualities that
you like in your spouse, and second-
ly, let’s look at how you can actively
affirm those qualities by compliment-
ing your spouse.

How can we maintain a positive per-
spective, and see our spouse from
God’s point of view? Everyone has
some naturally good qualities, and
everyone has some weak points, or
areas that need development. We need
to understand that every character
trait can manifest itself in a positive
or negative way. 

Furthermore, depending on the
human perspective you take, the same

trait can be considered good or bad.
For example, a husband might com-
plain that his wife talks too much.
From another perspective, this wife
could be considered friendly and socia-
ble. Perhaps a wife thinks her husband
is too analytical. From another per-
spective, the husband could be seen
as a good planner. Do you see how this
goes? Perhaps the trait that first
attracted you to your spouse has
become a point of criticism for you. It
is the same trait, but your perspective

has changed, not
your spouse.

Consider some
character traits
and see how they
can be viewed
from two different
human perspec-
tives. The chart
lists some exam-
ples.

If we can see
that the traits
which we original-
ly found charming

in our spouse are still there, and the
traits that we criticize also have a pos-
itive side, we can be empowered to see
more from a loving point of view, and
less from a judgmental point of view.

Because every trait can be seen in
a positive or negative light, it follows
that we can find strong points and
weak points in every person. If you
struggle with your spouse, it is wrong
to think that you would be happier
with a different spouse. A different
spouse would just have a different set
of weak points and strong points.

We have a basic nature given to us
by God. When God looks upon us,
which point of view do you guess God
takes? Too often, we look at our spouse
from our personal point of view, and
not from God’s point of view. How do
we practice seeing from God’s point of
view when we look at our spouse? By
remembering that every characteris-

tic can be seen in two different ways.
By looking for the positive aspect of
characteristics that we feel like com-
plaining about. 

The second phase of appreciating
your spouse is the action phase. Affirm
your spouse’s good points. Voice your
appreciation every day. Give sincere
compliments. Your spouse cannot read
your mind. Speak up! True love
requires action.

We make choices daily in our rela-
tionship with our spouses. We can
focus on who they are not, what they
haven’t done, or on how they don’t
measure up to our expectations. Or
we can love them for who they are,
appreciate their good points, reinforce
them, praise their small accomplish-
ments, raise their value as human
beings. Which strategy do you imag-
ine would get the best response from
your spouse? Which attitude will
encourage and energize your spouse?
Which attitude is more God-centered,
expressing true love? Which attitude
will help build a foundation you can
stand upon when you are dealing with
serious issues in your relationship? 

Here is an assignment for you.
Make a list of ten good points you see
in your spouse. Make a list of ten weak
points. Look at the weak points and
reflect on how they could be seen in a
positive light. Ask yourself if you have
been focusing more on the positive or
the negative. Think about the good
points you have been taking for grant-
ed.

The second part of your assignment:
do not criticize your spouse at all this
week. Actively look for your spouse’s
good points. At least once a day, give
a sincere compliment to your spouse.
See how your spouse responds.

This assignment is simply the prac-
tice of true love: seeing the good
aspects (original nature) of your spouse
and affirming those good points in
order to nurture your spouse’s origi-
nal nature. ❖
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by Joy Pople 

R
ev. Moon came to America
just before Christmas of 1971,
called the faithful to him,
and announced plans for his
first public speech, to be given

in New York City, on February 2, 1972.
About 75 disciples were raptured from
centers around the country to study at
his feet and spread publicize his mes-
sage to Americans. For nearly a month,
we stood on street corners in the snow
selling tickets for three speeches by a
Korean prophet whose only claims to
fame at that time were founding a Kore-
an children’s folkdance troupe and mar-
rying 777 couples at one time.

We took over a house in the Bronx.
Rev. and Mrs. Moon, who were begin-
ning to feel like True Parents to us, and
their entourage slept on the first floor,
the sisters on the second floor, and the
brothers in the basement. Each morn-
ing we descended more than a hundred
steps to a little rented church building,
where we ate a simple breakfast and lis-
tened to President Young Whi Kim, head
of the Korean Unification Church, lec-
ture Divine Principle. Sometimes Father
spoke to us afterwards. Then we rode
the subway to Manhattan looking for
people to buy $18.00 tickets to the three-
night program.

We stood on the heating vents of the
sidewalk, waylaying passersby, follow-
ing them as far as 40 city blocks, just
in case they should change their mind
about buying tickets. Some people gave
us money just to get rid of us. Long
before it became fashionable, we dressed
in layered outfits, piling clothes on top
of each other trying to protect ourselves
from the 70 mile per hour gales blow-
ing between the skyscrapers. Father and
Mother sometimes showed up unex-
pectedly at a street corner to chat with
one of their followers. Those who sold a
ticket during the day returned to the lit-
tle church for dinner; the rest of us
stayed  on the streets until 9:00 pm,
when we returned to exchange stories
about the day and eat some hot food.
During this difficult month, we began
to learn about praying with a desperate
heart and begin to taste Heavenly Father’s
longing to connect with His children.

By the appointed day, a few hundred
tickets had been sold, and in a near bliz-
zard we waited at the doors of the Lin-
coln Center for our long-sought guests.
Only the first few rows were filled with
living, breathing human beings. Some
of us saw angels occupying the remain-
ing seats.

In Philadelphia, Baltimore, Wash-
ington DC, Los Angeles, San Francisco,
and Berkeley, the scenario was repeat-
ed, each time with a bit less snow, some-

what cheaper tickets, and a few more
guests. The standing-room-only audi-
ence at the Claremont Hotel in the sunny
hills of Berkeley had paid only $2.00
admission.

On this foundation, Father announced
his desire to send pioneers to the approx-
imately 40 states that had no Unifica-
tion Church center. The 75 disciples
submitted names of those among their
number best suited for pioneering. The
rest were divided into two traveling teams,
one led by Miss Young Oon Kim visit-
ing the northern half of the United States,
and the other led by Mr. David Kim vis-
iting the southern half of the United
States. Originally named Sang Chul Kim,
Mr. Kim chose the Western name David
to exemplify his lifelong devotion to fight-
ing for God and against evil.

Not being nominated for state pio-
neering, I became part of the mobile
team called One World Crusade.

The teams needed lecturers, Father
decided, and he began to choose them.
First, he selected Joseph Sheftick and
Perry Cordill as team leaders, under
Miss Kim and Mr. Kim
respectively. Then he asked
people to nominate lec-
turers. Sisters from the
Washington, DC, center
pushed me forward. Father
placed his hand on my
shoulder and lined me up
behind Perry Cordill. Susan
Hughes joined us. Father
lined up the remaining dis-
ciples and assigned num-
bers 1, 3, 5, 7, 9, etc., to one team and
numbers 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, etc., to the other.

For transportation, each team was
given a retired school bus, which became
our tabernacle for the next few months
of a kind of wilderness life. Only one of
our teammates knew how to drive the
bus, and while we were en route to Las
Vegas, our team’s first stop, Sam Pell
pulled our bus into a truck stop to take
a snooze, Mr. Kim stood up and
announced, “Father has chosen three
lecturers. Let’s see how they lecture.”

Susan Hughes gave a gracious ren-
dition of the Principle of Creation, and
then it was my turn to lecture on the
Fall of Man. From the front of the parked
bus, the only face I could see clearly was
that of a brother so soundly asleep that
his eyeballs had rolled up so far that
only the whites were visible. I breezed
through the Fall of Man lecture in ten
minutes, trying to keep from looking at
the weird face. Mr. Kim cleared his throat
and scratched his head, complaining
that I had given too short a lecture but
unable to think of anything vital that I
had left out. Relieved, for the moment,
I sat down and dozed off to off to dream-
land myself.

We met our pioneer sister in Las
Vegas, beginning a rhythm of a week
with one pioneer and then traveling on
to the next state and its pioneer. We
held street rallies and handed out fliers.
We held lectures in apartments, hous-
es and rented halls. We squeezed ten or
twelve sleeping bags into tiny rooms and
crammed into tiny kitchens to cook rice
and soup. Pioneers who had sold tick-
ets with us on city streets and had been
working alone for weeks were delighted
to see us arrive and even happier to see
us leave.

David Kim placed special emphasis

on the evening lectures. The podium
and blackboard had to be arranged har-
moniously, the chairs had to perfectly
line up, and members had to sit in strate-
gic places. David Kim took the sentinel’s
position by the back entrance, scrib-
bling furiously in a yellow legal pad, not-
ing down every mistake to be held up
for public review at morning service the
following day.

Susan Hughes gave the Principle of
Creation, I focused on the Fall of Man
and Mission of the Messiah, and Perry
Cordill taught history. Mr. Kim focused
his attention on the Fall of Man lecture.

By this time I had been a member for
almost two years. I had diligently stud-
ied Miss Kim’s Principle book, prepared
numerous lecture outlines, and lectured
at various evening programs and work-
shops. While we were traveling with
Father, President Young Whi Kim had
given us many three-day cycles of Divine
Principle lectures based on the Korean
textbook. Each of the four Korean mis-
sionaries Father had sent to America
had written their own version of Prin-

ciple. Perry, Susan and
I had taken thorough
notes of President Kim’s
lectures, and with the
understanding that Father
wanted to unify and ele-
vate our understanding
of Principle through these
numerous lecture cycles,
we based our lectures on
notes from President Kim.

Mr. Kim criticized every
Fall of Man lecture I gave. Being a man
of great intensity, Mr. Kim never gave a
dispassionate critique. Each misspelling
and each garbled phrase was noted. I’m
a southpaw and each time I touched the
chalk with my left hand he would yell.
I could accept that he was putting me
through training. The greatest conflict
was over the content of the lecture. I
was a two-year member arguing with
one of Father’s earliest disciples over
the content of the Principle. “I’m teach-
ing what I learned from President Kim,”
I affirmed. Susan and Perry backed me
up, but Mr. Kim retorted: “I don’t care.
What you said in your lecture is not
true!” Almost daily we argued. In par-
ticular, the way I explained the Tree of
Life bothered him, but I never quite
understood how he thought it should
be taught. Under the best of circum-
stances it’s not easy to understand Mr.
Kim’s English; when he’s shouting it is
impossible. If his life mission was David
tackling Goliath, I was Joy hurling myself
at David. After about three weeks, he
surrendered and approved my lecture.

It became my responsibility to train
other lecturers. When I believed they
were ready, they would lecture in front
of David Kim. He never approved any-
one’s Fall of Man lecture on the first try.
Sincere sisters would come to me in
tears, insisting that they had followed
my standard exactly. We went over the
lecture word for word. Each one who
persisted eventually received Mr. Kim’s
approval. As best I could tell, it was not
precision of wording which David Kim
sought but persistence and guts.

In Albuquerque, New Mexico, and our
bus had broken down. Although fundrais-
ing was not a major focus, since we were
receiving some support from national
headquarters, we had to fundraise to

pay a large repair bill. I went around
asking for money. I got a better response
in New Mexico than in New York: a Cadil-
lac dealer gave me a check for $25; the
student council at the University of New
Mexico allocated $55 to help us leave
town.

The long bus trips were a welcome
break from the routine. Mr. Kim taught
us to make sam, a ball of rice contain-
ing protein and vegetables and then
wrapped in lettuce leaves. Before depart-
ing around mid-afternoon, we would
make a big supply of s a m. We would
drive a few hours, stop at a park for a
picnic supper and some horsing around
until nightfall, and then pile back in the
bus for a songfest that included favorite
folk tunes, spirituals, or Broadway musi-
cals. Around midnight, we would park
the bus along the highway and roll out
our sleeping bags on the grass to doze
under the summer stars. Around dawn,
a state trooper would rouse us with a
stern lecture about camping only in
campgrounds. We would duly apologize,
pile into the bus, and drive to the near-
est greasy spoon restaurant, where we
would wash up, drink some dreadful
coffee, and play the jukebox, joining
John Denver in a boisterous rendition
of “Country Roads.” In high spirits we
would greet our brother or sister in the
next city.

We drove through Mississippi en route
from Memphis to New Orleans and from
New Orleans to Birmingham. We did not
witness and teach there because the
pioneer originally sent to Mississippi
had remained in Phoenix, Arizona, to
replace a brother who was unable to
handle the responsibility. The empti-
ness of the state called out to me, and
when we reached our destination of
Washington, DC, at the end of four
months, I asked Neil Salonen, then pres-
ident of the Unification Church in Amer-
ica, for permission to pioneer Missis-
sippi.

One morning in Austin, Texas, Mr.
Kim did not get out of his sleeping bag.
Nobody saw him move all day. We went
about our usual daily schedule, talking
almost in whispers. The second morn-
ing he didn’t rise either. I went to health
food stores looking for Korean ginseng
tea and placed a cup of hot tea by his
nose, hoping the aroma would create a
response. Nothing happened. The third
day he remained in bed as well. That
evening he got up, dressed, and acted
like normal. We were dying of curiosi-
ty. “What happened, Mr. Kim?” we asked.

“An army of Mexican devils came to
invade heavenly soldiers,” replied our
valiant leader. “Since I am the com-
mander they had to get my permission
first. The devil general came to me and
I fought him. It took me three days to
defeat him. Now the devil army is gone.
Heavenly soldiers are safe.”

Although it often seemed that Mr.
Kim spent every waking moment harangu-
ing and criticizing us, we realized that
he would face all opposition, both spir-
itual and physical, and give his life, if
that’s what it took, to protect and defend
us. Three years later, when I was assigned
as missionary in Latin America, I remem-
bered David Kim fearless example and
set out on a new round of battles both
physical and spiritual. ❖
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True Family Values Crossword Puzzle

Marriage in Changing Times 
by Clopha Deshotel

Answers

“An army of
Mexican devils
came to invade

heavenly soldiers,”
replied our valiant

leader.
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M
y daughter Hana Lyn
just turned fourteen. She
just graduated from mid-
dle school and in the fall
will enter Glen Burnie

High School. A few weeks before school
ended, I came home to an excited young
lady waving a leaflet for a national bus
tour — Pure Love ‘97.

“Can I go? Can I go?” she pleaded.
The leaflet explained that there would
be a national bus tour going to 23 cities
promoting the following ideals: • A
strong family is the center of an endur-
ing and prosperous community and
nation • The bond of love and trust
between husband and wife is the basis
for a strong family • Chastity before
marriage is the best foundation for mar-
ital love and trust.

In response to her urgent pleas I
replied, “First, we’ll have to contact
them and see if you can go. The tour
is for high school and college kids and
your just entering high school. Second,
you’ll have to raise the money your-
self.”

Well, the folks from the Pure Love
Alliance were happy to have her, and
Hana Lyn bustled around for the next
few weeks to raise the money for the
trip. The last Friday of June, we put
her on an airplane with about 30 other
young adults bound for LA and the
beginning of the tour.

Since then, we’ve gotten excited calls
from LA, San Francisco, Sacramento,
Missoula, Montana, Salt Lake City, and
Boulder, Colorado. She’s been gone
about three weeks and the tour has
four weeks left to go.

We’ve also heard reports from other
sources. The Pure Love ‘97 “Absolute
Sex National Tour” has been creating
a stir on the national news and the late
night talk shows.

A friend of mine told me that he had
seen on “Politically Incorrect” a seg-
ment in which the host commented on
the Pure Love Alliance. He thought that
it was a terrible thing that young peo-
ple were out demonstrating against
sex. From my friends report, the pan-
elists unanimously united against the
host in saying that it was an admirable
thing that there were young people out
there who wanted to stay pure until
marriage.

Next, I received an e-mail that Jay
Leno had included material on the Pure
love Alliance in his monologue on the
Tonight Show. He represented the tour
as supporting virginity. His punch line
was questioning whether or not they
would find any virgins in Los Angeles.

Then, last night I got faxes of arti-
cles on the Pure Love Tour that had
appeared in USA Todayand other papers.
Of particular interest to me was the
front page story in the Deseret News
from Salt Lake:

“For thirty years, free sex has run
amok. It’s this runaway train of immoral-
ity,” said Hana Lyn Colvin, 14, of Glen
Burnie, Md. “We’re bringing people
hope and the idea of world peace through
ideal families.”

Wow! There’s my little girl speaking
out for what she believes on the front
page of the newspaper!

Needless to say, I’m proud and grate-

ful that she can play a part campaigning
for righteousness, serving as an exam-
ple for other young people. The cause
that these young people are champi-
oning strikes to the root of America’s
problems. In fact, it strikes to the root
of mankind’s problems.

As usual, the comedi-
ans, and the pundits haven’t
quite got the message that
this group is trying to con-
vey. They’re not campaigning
against sex. What they are
proclaiming is the ideal of
Absolute Sex.

Absolute Sex?

Absolute Sex is a term
that was coined by Rev.
Moon. In this concept, the
sexual union between a man and a
woman is a sacred gift from God. In
God-centered marriage, there is total
sexual freedom and man and woman
can enjoy the full ecstasy of joyfully
sharing their love through their phys-
ical relationship. In a God-centered
marriage, a man’s sexual organs belong
to his wife, and a woman’s sexual organs
belong to her husband. It is through
this joyful relationship that conjugal
love can bear fruit in the creation of
new life in the image of the parents.
Children born through the union of the
absolute love of God, husband and wife
are a joy to God, a joy to man, a joy to
woman, and a precious gift to the world.
This gift of love and joy is meant to be
shared in marriage. That is the prop-
er God-given purpose of the sexual
organs.

Before marriage, young men and
woman should remain pure. Once mar-
ried they should be eternally faithful
to their spouses. Men and women are
responsible for how they use their sex-

ual organs.
In fact, the proper use of the sexu-

al organs is the key to either heaven
or hell. If people are chaste until mar-
riage; if they enter into marriage with
the love and blessing of God; if they

are faithful and loving
to their spouse; then,
they can experience the
love of God through their
union with their spouse.
If they fail in develop-
ing self-control; if they
let their sexual desire
lead them into prema-
ture relationships of
selfish love prior to mar-
riage; if they engage in
acts of infidelity after
they are married; they

will find their lack of chastity to be their
Achilles heel. Just as the legendary age
of Camelot was destroyed by the adul-
terous relationship of Lancelot and
Guenevere, people who do not control
their sexual organs shall see their cas-
tles crumble and their lives shaking on
seas of shifting sand. Absolute God-
centered marriage is the foundation for
God’s love and a stable society.

This is the message of absolute sex.
In layman’s terms it is the virtue of
chastity - purity before marriage, and
fidelity in marriage. This is the cause
for which my daughter, Hana Lyn, and
her friends are touring the country.

Isn’t it a great message? I think that
this should be the core of any sex edu-
cation that we teach in the schools.
The biggest responsibility and the great-
est challenge that any person faces in
their life is to control their sexual organs.
If they develop self-control in their teen-
age years and develop a good charac-
ter, they will have the foundation for a
stable marriage and an invincible fam-

ily life. They will have the kind of self-
control and stability that will lead to
success in other areas of their life. If
they violate the ideal of chastity and
absolute sex, they will find that it reaps
painful rewards.

The free sex movement of the ‘60s
taught just the opposite. Many young
people felt that they should experience
multiple sexual partners. It was pop-
ular for young people to live together
without the commitment of marriage.
Casual sex came into vogue. In the ‘70’s
we even saw for a period of time a fad
of wife-swapping.

A generation later we see the mis-
erable harvest of these misguided ideas.
America is plagued with AIDS, teen-
pregnancy, pornography, and family
breakdown. The decline of the family
is seen to be a root cause for an increas-
ing cycle of poverty, crime, and abuse
in our society. Moreover, just as in the
book of Genesis, a generation after
Adam and Eve broke their bond of love
with God, the sin of murder entered
the world with the murder of Abel; so
also, a generation after the sexual rev-
olution we are witnessing the genera-
tion of murder on the streets of our
towns and cities across America.

It is time to heal our land. The heal-
ing must come through the love of God.
Strong God-centered families are the
prisms through which God’s love can
flow into our communities. The mes-
sage of Absolute Sex is the medicine
for the soul of America. The work of
the Pure Love Alliance and Pure love
‘97 strikes to the root of our national
ills.

God Bless these young people. Let
us help them to proclaim their ideal,
to restore our land, and to help our
nation and the world enter a new mil-
lennium of peace, love, and unity. ❖

My Daughter and Absolute SexALEX

COLVIN

Mr. Colvin 
is a journalist 

in Washington, DC

The virtue of chastity -
purity before

marriage, and fidelity
in marriage. This is
the cause for which
my daughter, Hana
Lyn, and her friends

are touring the
country
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True Parents for giving us the Divine Prin-
ciple, which makes this “Shimjeung Com-
munity” possible. We share a bond of heart
so deep that many of us expressed the feel-
ing we had never been separated since last
year. Family Camp Shimjeung features
qualified teachers offering classes each
morning for kids ages 2-14. Each group of
kids rotates to Principle Life Education
(taught by parent group leaders), Science
()taught by Poppy Richie and Gerri Linek),
and Art (taught by Robin Cox and Carol
Clive). Principle Life Education topics this
year included the First Great Realm of
Heart (filial piety), the Second Great Realm
of Heart (brother/sister relationships),
Father’s and Mother’s lives, living for a
greater whole (saints and patriots), and the
relationship of spirit world to physical world
(including a group service project). Science
is taught at camp because we find the
Blessed children are natural scientists,
filled with curiosity about God’s Creation.
They persist in asking questions and in
researching the things they discover. Art
is taught because through the creative pro-
cess, Blessed children can know that God
created this entire world to give us beau-
ty and use. Through art they learn to cher-
ish the unique qualities of things related
to the five physical senses and to cultivate
their sense of beauty. In addition, as they
create they feel a natural sense of joy and
self-esteem. Science and art were both set
up with various centers where campers
used a printing press, a microscope, made

jewelry, Indian prayer sticks, paper, silly
putty, playdough, star wheels, identified
various plants and animals, as well as the
universal favorite: making and stocking
terrariums and aquariums with specimens
of wildlife from Aetna Springs. Beverly Tid-
well shared about navigating across the
Pacific Ocean in a 36-foot sailboat by the
stars, and led a stargazing activity. The
heavens were breathtaking. Billions of stars
were visible out in the country. Some
shooting stars graced us with their brief
glory. We felt awestruck by God’s majesty,
bathed in wonder at His Creation.

During the afternoons, a period we call
Family Free Time, parents and children
enjoyed relaxing in the spa, swimming at
the lake, and playing various sports. Spe-
cial classes were offered by various par-
ents: Music Appreciation by Marie Gau-
per; Ceramics by Robin Cox and Matthew
Morrison; kayaking by Michael Joyce; bas-
ketball by Dan Davies; horseback riding
by a new friend of our movement, Susie
Whaley; and safely using a BB gun by
Casey Cox, Steve Tidwell and David Wolfen-
b e r g e r .

One of the tremendous spiritual bene-
fits of Family Camp is that parents take
time to share with one another about
important issues. Many couples shared
their testimonies about Blessing couples
in preparation for Nov. 29 and their expe-
riences at Chung Pyung Lake. People were
constantly reflecting on what works and
doesn’t work in caring for children. We even
managed to have a daily “parent roundtable
discussion hour” centered on various top-
ics such as bringing 160 couples to the

Blessing, parenting and children’s camps.
Our nightly staff meetings were a combi-
nation of nuts and bolts planning, inspired
brainstorming and hysterical laughter. The
fellowship we experienced truly made this
the Kingdom of Heaven.

We find our children making deep bonds
of friendship with other Blessed children,
bonds they cherish from year to year. Many
of them correspond with their Family Camp
friends during the year. Many parents
report that their children look forward all
year to Family Camp, pestering their par-
ents to be sure they don’t miss it. One par-
ent, Bob Millar, noted that the question is
not “How can we afford Family Camp?” but
“How can any family afford to miss Fami-
ly Camp?”

Gourmet cuisine was prepared by Joel
and Mary Larson, assisted by Helen
Abelseth, David Bell, Linda Nichols and
Mary Glade, a new friend who attended
with her husband and two children, hav-
ing met our movement through the WFWP
Bridge of Peace conferences. Every meal
was a new delight and contributed great-
ly to the heavenly experience families had
t o g e t h e r .

Evening programs were special for
everyone. Besides the carnival and fire-
works on the Fourth of July, we enjoyed a
fabulous skit night and an exciting Trea-
sure Hunt. One evening Matthew Morri-
son, Bob Millar and I organized two Trea-
sure Hunts for younger and older campers.
Teams of red-faced kids raced through the
camp, finding “clues” written as riddles,
directing them to different parts of the
resort. Teams which unified and thought

before rushing off had the shortest times,
but everyone enjoyed Mary Larson’s home-
made cookies and milk at the end (the
“treasure”). The final evening we celebrat-
ed by having each group of campers pre-
sent a heavenly song or skit. From the
preschool’s adorable “Beaver Song,” led by
Ann Steinbronn and Beverly Tidwell (with
a lot of funny-looking parents participat-
ing!) to the 6th/7th/8th grade girls imi-
tating their parents and staff at the camp
(preceded by the disclaimer “Any resem-
blance to people or events at this camp is
entirely unintentional”), the entertainment
was superb. The most hysterically funny
skit was the 4th-8th grade boys’; in pairs
they created “midgets” who followed the
camp schedule. We laughed so hard our
sides ached! The grand finale was the Kore-
an tale of “The Blind Man’s Daughter,”
acted out by the staff. It turned out to be
a wonderful blend of humor and touching
filial piety, crowned with the staff’s rous-
ing rendition of “The Impossible Dream”;
this brought down the house.

It is fair to say that a fabulous time was
had by all. We urge you to put next year’s
Family Camp Shimjeung on your calen-
dars: Tuesday, June 30 through Sunday,
July 5. We will offer a Counselor in Train-
ing (CIT) Program for enthusiastic 14 and
15 year olds, which will begin with a two-
day workshop June 28-29. The CITs, like
everyone else, need to attend Family Camp
with their own families. I urge you to set
aside one week out of your whole year for
your family to actually experience the Heav-
enly Kingdom on Earth through Family
C a m p . ❖

CALIF
from page 28

school. By the end of the school year they
had earned $329 each—not enough to take
a trip to Washington. Several days of
intense discussion followed—should they
take a shorter, local trip and spend all the
money, or should they work for another
year and make the grand goal of going to
Washington? They finally decided to save
for another year, to visit the nation’s cap-
ital. I was proud of the decision.

So, the second year they arranged with
the Principled Academy to serve a hot dog
lunch at the school once a week, in addi-
tion to their catalog sales, greeting card
sales, soda sales, bake sales, etc. Thanks
to the faithful support of the school com-
munity, the class was able to make its goal.
The airline tickets were purchased in
February. The entire class (Chris Barker,
Kibos Buscovich, Christella Hardman, Phi-
laine Seher, Henry Bechtel, Julie Zinger-
tal and Ariana Richie) had a fabulous six

days in the nation’s capital during May.
And they earned the whole trip themselves!

We flew out of the San José airport at
8:22am Saturday May 24, arriving in Bal-
timore that evening. We took a train to
Union Station in Washington, DC and ate
a leisurely dinner in a superb internation-
al food court. Most of us enjoyed new taste
treats, but the boys settled for good old
McDonald’s burgers! The five-block walk to
our hotel on a balmy spring night was filled
with delights. We were wowed by the mag-
nificent dome of the Capitol and the state-
ly Supreme Court, all lit up. Our lodgings
were in a Quaker dormitory run by the
Friends on Capitol Hill for peace activists.
It was a beautiful old home, four stories tall,
with a living room, dining room, and sem-
inar room where we had our morning ser-
vices (complete with the Friends’ guitar), as
well as bedrooms and many bathrooms.
The five girls and I roomed in one big room,
and the two boys with Mr. Allen Wright
(Mother Mary Ann Wright’s son) and sev-
eral other gentlemen guests, including a
paleoanthropologist doing an internship at

the Smithsonian Museum of Natural His-
tory, and a wonderful Muslim scholar who
has written a book showing how much
Judaism, Christianity and Islam have in
common. We had our morning service and
breakfast each day at our home, and then
set out walking for the day’s adventures.
During the six days of our trip we enjoyed
special tours of the White House, the Capi-
tol, the Supreme Court, Mount Vernon, the
FBI, the Washington Times, and the Pen-
tagon. We browsed through the Smithso-
nian Museums of Air and Space, the Nation-
al Museum of Art, the National Museum of
Natural History, the Museum of National
History (where the girls and I especially
appreciated a wonderful First Ladies exhib-
it), and the National Archives. We walked
and wandered and read and thought
through the memorials to the Vietnam War,
the Korean War, George Washington,
Thomas Jefferson. It was deeply moving to
be at the Vietnam memorial on Memorial
Day, May 26. We saw hundreds of memen-
tos left near the wall, including flowers and
letters written to the dead soldiers. The one
which moved me the most read: “Dear Dad,
here is the first photo of a sonogram of your
new granddaughter (still unborn). I know
she will get to know you and love you just
as I have....” Kibos Buscovich said, “This is
the best day in the whole year to be here.”

Some of the most unexpected things
were touching. We suddenly found our-
selves facing the Hard Rock Café after leav-
ing the FBI building, so naturally we had
dinner there. After leaving the exciting atmo-
sphere, we saw a unicyclist juggling away
off in the distance. Upon reaching her, we
discovered a wonderful plaza with an
unprecedented view of the Capitol nearly a
mile off in the distance. The stone floor of
the entire plaza was engraved with quotes
from U.S. presidents and foreign dignitaries
describing the beauty and uplifting archi-
tecture of Washington, plus original floor
plans for various public buildings. We were
moved by the quotes and the girls were
inspired by the unicyclist spinning around
to classical music coming from her boom-
box. They spontaneously began to dance
and spin. The setting sun played on a beau-
tiful fountain in the plaza and all felt right

with the world. Later that same night we
were walking from the Lincoln to the Jef-
ferson Memorials, and stopped to ask direc-
tions from a trolley car driver. He called out,
“Get in, I’ll drive you there for free!” He
asked us all about our class and our trip.
We took a picture with him before he let us
out at our destination.

One afternoon we met the middle school
class from the New Hope Academy in Mary-
land. They toured the Supreme Court with
us and then we sat on the grass in the
shade of a spreading oak and celebrated
Chris Barker’s 14th birthday with a deco-
rated chocolate cake and cold milk. Stu-
dents from Maryland and California intro-
duced themselves and shared together.
Many exchanged addresses before we part-
ed. We invited the Maryland students to
visit us in California. They were inspired
that the Principled Academy students had
completely earned the money for their trip.
Later that night we celebrated Chris’s birth-
day again by dressing up and going out for
a fancy dinner. Chris amazed everyone by
devouring a 16-ounce New York steak, and
then (while everyone else ate dessert, groan-
ing about how full they were) Chris ordered
and ate a whole chicken-fried steak dinner!
I guess when you turn 14, you get really
hungry! We returned tired but happy on
Thursday evening, May 29. It was a trip we
will remember all our lives.

The trip was so successful that we are
making plans for the next trip in May 1999
for the students currently in 5th and 6th
grades at the Principled Academy. They
began fundraising for their trip by putting
on the last regular hot dog lunch of the
school year, on June 11. Again, thank you
all for your support of this wonderful pro-
j e c t .

The Principled Academy is dedicated to
character education, academic excellence,
and partnership of home, school and com-
munity. We are currently enrolling students
in preschool through 8th grade for the 1997-
98 school year. Please call (510)293-0300
for enrollment information or fax us at
(510)782-5315.

The Principled Academy is seeking a
third grade teacher. Please call the school
and/or fax your resumé immediately in
order to be considered for the opening. ❖

TRIP
from page 28

NATIONWIDE LEGAL ASSISTANCE

FOR $25 / MONTH
Will Preparation, Unlimited Telephone
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Letters, Representation in Court for Traffic

Violations in all States, Representation in Court
for Civil Suits and IRS Audits
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Call Stuart
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L
et us search for the one principle
that unifies us all. Why should
we value such a principle? We
value it because it is the key to
peace and unification. Peace is a

negative term, meaning absence of war.
Unification is a positive term, meaning
becoming one body. So we need a princi-
ple for peace and unification, by which we
can not just stop fighting but also become
one. Ceasing to fight brings an end to pain
and destruction. Be becoming one, we feel
joy, and something greater is created. 

That principle cannot abide in heaven
or in an ivory tower, but here on earth. It
must be tangible and real to everyone. In
fact, it must be a principle lodged deep in
each heart, into which religion enters only
in its most sacred precincts. And it cannot
be a principle external to the object for
which we are striving, like a wrench with
which we fix an engine. The principle must
be intrinsic to the object for which we are
striving; it must be a renewal of the engine
from within itself. The means and the ends
must be one. That principle for which we
are searching is marriage. 

Marriage unites the two kinds of human
beings: man and woman. These two kinds
are made for each other. Gloria Steinam
coined the expression that a woman needs
a man like a fish needs a bicycle. That say-
ing is wicked in its cleverness but also
absurd in its comparing women to fish
(Now, men a r e similar in many ways to
bicycles. They keep their balance as long
as they are moving forward, but that’s beside
the point.) Actually, in the fallen world,
men and women do cause each other pain
and suffering. “Women,” the men’s saying
goes, “You can’t live with’em and you can’t
live without’em.” In other words, in the
world of men and women, you can’t live at
all. This has been true for the fallen world.
But we need not erect this as our guiding
principle, as per Steinam, because such a
principle does indeed befit a world in which
no one can live and no one essentially needs
each other. 

Then the principle we are seeking is the
principle by which men and women can
live together and not cause each other pain
and suffering. That principle of marriage,
therefore, must presuppose a more inter-
nal principle, that of true love, i.e., life for
the sake of others. And life for the sake of
others in turn presupposes the principle
of “mind over body,” or “spirit over flesh.”
This is not to erase or reduce the value of
the body, but just to put it in its proper
relationship to mind and spirit. 

So our principle would be that the mind
guides the body to a life for the sake of oth-
ers for the purpose of marriage. 

Now, when we say the word, “marriage,”
we naturally think of a man and woman.
But I will suggest we apply this term to the
unification of greater wholes, for example,
differing religions, races and nations. But
this comes only through completion or per-
fection within the most essential realm,
which is that of the individual man and
woman. 

Marriage and Religion

I am not talking of a marriage of reli-
gions based upon agreement about doc-
trine and ritual. I am talking about a mar-
riage of religions based upon, well, mar-
riage itself. Marriage is a connecting point
of all religions. All religions oversee the
institution of marriage within the culture
or society. All religions concur in general,

and even in the most important specifics,
about the content and purpose of marriage.
Marriage is a public ceremony bringing
together one man and one woman into a
lifetime relationship of living together, mutu-
al ownership, mutual comfort and support;
and shared responsibility for the purpose
of creating lineage and supporting the larg-
er community. Therefore, the institution
of marriage in its content actually unites
the many very distinct kinds of religions. 

The way the leaders or representatives
of the world’s religions can unite is by agree-
ment on a common cause. The most avail-
able common cause is that of the sanctity
and importance of marriage. Marriage stands
at the nexus of social policy, personal spir-
ituality and political urgency. Beginning
with marriage, one can move into the realms
of education, morality, economy, health
and human services, culture and enter-
tainment. 

Sociality of Nations

Marriage is also a great celebration. It
is a time of dance and song, of renewing
friendships and affirming the solidarity of
the clan. It connects clans one to another.
It has been a means of building peace
between nations. If a marriage between a
Spaniard and an Englander was strong,
then the bond between the nations was
strong. As marriage has become legalistic,
so too has the bond between nations. 

Marriage is also the ground or wellspring
of righteousness in men. Ask any employ-
er; employers would far rather hire a mar-
ried man than a single man. Marriage begets
stability, responsibility and maturity. The
creation of children, in other words, is the
creation of parents, and parents are what
society needs. Married men settle down
and tend to quit or at least reduce their
selfish habits (drinking, whoring, running
in gangs). Note that this behavioral effect
is NOT brought about by cohabiting with
a woman; it comes only through legal mar-
riage. 

A Crusade for Marriage

While the marriage ceremony itself is a
time of great celebration, for most couples,
the celebration stops after the honeymoon
is over. It is time, however, to keep the mar-
riage celebration ongoing. “It’s great to be
married!” should become the rallying cry
of the new generation. Indeed, there will
be no other generation besides that which
celebrates marriage. Homosexuals, les-
bians and single swingers are the grasshop-
pers of the world. They make no plans for
the future because they create no future.
Faithful, pure married people are the ants,
creating a future. The next thirty years are
the howling north winds. 

To walk the walk and talk the talk to
the various religions equally, the leadering
must be undertaken within the realm of a
world civil religion. A civil religion provides
a broad umbrella for all the world’s vari-
ous faiths, not attempting to replace them.
The theme of each religion is that we advo-
cate true families; Muslims advocate true
families; Christians advocate true families,

Buddhists advocate true families, etc. With-
in the marriage vows of all traditions there
surely are common threads, nay, planks
upon which marriage is blessed. 

Deism and Pro-family 

About three hundred years ago, a move-
ment called “deism” sprang up, first in Eng-
land, spreading to Germany, turning anti-
clerical in France, and having major influ-
ence in the formation of the United States.
Deism arose in response to the bloody wars
of religion of the sixteenth and early sev-
enteenth centuries. Armies were slaugh-
tering each other over questions of theol-
ogy, over whether we are saved by grace or
by works. Many felt that no one was get-
ting saved at all by the mass carnage of
these wars. 

Lord Herbert of Cherbury, a man who
felt himself guided by the Holy Spirit, called
for an end to hostilities based upon agree-
ment upon universal religious principles:
the existence of God, that God ought to be
worshiped; that virtue is the chief element
in this worship; that repentance for sin is
a duty, and that there is another life of
rewards and punishments. Beyond that,
he said, everyone can believe what they
want to believe in private. 

This deism failed not so much in what
it affirmed but in what it rejected. Deism
rejected that assertion that God is involved
in the human realm, through miracles, rev-
elation and providence. This rejection of
God’s mysterious hand in the world grew
out of deism’s marriage to the optimistic
science of the age, and to the scientific
agenda to explain all reality without recourse
to supernatural forces. Deism eventually
was used, in France in particular, to drive
God out of the world. It became an anti-
God system of belief, which undergirded
the French Revolution. Today’s secular
humanism is a legacy of Lord Herbert’s
deism. 

But deism took another path in the
English colonies of the Atlantic coast. A
moderate deism with a friendliness to God
provided an ideological environment for the
marriage of politics, science, economy and
religion in the newborn United States.
Franklin, Jefferson, Madison, Washington
and others were Christian deists, com-
fortable in the church pew or at the White-
field revival, but also comfortable in the
congresses of revolutionary France and in
their universities, laboratories and Mason-
ic halls. Their calm and tolerant deism pro-
vided the foundation for a “cool” public
square in which the various “hot” religions
could jostle for the attention of the public. 

The contemporary pro-family movement
is a fruit of this Americanized, late-eigh-
teenth-century spirit of deism. The pro-
family movement is almost entirely a prod-
uct of Christianity, but there is ample space
for conservative Jews and secular psy-
chologists. Jesus’ role as savior is not intrin-
sic to the pro-family message. Rather, his
role is as a model of true love, which we all
should emulate in order to become good
husbands and wives, fathers and mothers.
Christian bookstores are full of pro-fami-
ly books, but, of the dozens I have read or
reviewed, few if any make an evangelical
appeal. None state that you m u s t be a born-
again Christian in order to have a good
family. In fact, content which is s p e c i f i c a l -
ly Christian is virtually non-existent. These
books could be written on the foundation
of any of the great religions of this world. 

This has a good and bad side. On the

bad side, it means that this pro-family
movement has nothing to do, in terms of
its ideas, with the God of revelation and
providence. In other words, the books could
have been written 100, 500 or 1,000 years
ago; they are not time-specific. It matters
not whether you are Catholic or Protestant,
or what doctrine of the Trinity you hold, or
whether you allow instruments in your
church. These pro-family messages are not
tied to particular revelations of God, but
rather on eternal verities. 

Well, what’s wrong with that? you ask.
What is wrong is that God i s involved with
the world and i s disclosing new truth, new
revelations. The weakness of 16th centu-
ry deism was that it blocked the living God
out of the world; so too, believe it or not,
can the pro-family movement. Consider
John the Baptist. He was totally in tune
with God’s providence, until that provi-
dence stared him in the face through Jesus
Christ. Then John disconnected from the
providence, failed to become Jesus’ disci-
ple, and lost everything, dying over a mat-
ter of political intrigue. 

It is always better to emphasize the good
side, however. The good side of the “deism
of the pro-family movement” is its presen-
tation of the family as the common ground
upon which all religions can finally meet
without denying their own inherent mean-
ing. In other words, a Muslim can affirm
the family because it is consistent with the
Qur’an; a Christian can affirm the family
because it is consistent with the New Tes-
tament; a Jew because it is in the Torah;
a Hindu because it is spoken in the Gita;
a Buddhist because it is affirmed by Bud-
dha, etc. Thus, the leaders of the various
religions can agree about something very
concrete, and take constructive steps for-
ward together based upon this agreement. 

Selfish, materialistic values are no
respecters of religion. All religions are being
assaulted. AIDS, prostitution, illegitimate
children, divorce, crime, drug abuse …
these enemies are entering every sacred
assembly.  The edifices of faith must make
a common cause today. To do so, howev-
er, they cannot be satisfied with the espousal
of eternal verities, the removal of the liv-
ing God from the world. To do that would
be to go the way of 16th century deism.
The faithful of all religions must examine
their traditions for openings to the future,
to prepare for the vast changes which God
is bringing upon the Earth, and to work
together with God as members of His one
worldwide family. ❖

Marriage:
The

Universal
Principle
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To be included, send us a
photo of all your family
(color is fine except for
those indoors-without-a-
flash deep orange snaps
which will turn out horrid)
with all your names and the
birthdate of the latest arrival
along with an optional
donation to: Unification
News Arrivals, 4 West 43rd
Street, NY N Y 1 0 0 3 6
(returns with self-
addressed, stamped
envelope only, please). This

month we are proud to
present: • 1. Martin &
Antonieta Carmody (San
Francisco, CA) with
Young Se, Choong Il and Sung Mi • 2. Makoto & Sarah Jo (NYC) with
Yuuki Steven (4/16/97) Djanel & Susan Bouachri (Ossining, NY) with
Christian (10/22/96) and Grandpa & Grandma Landers.
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The Divine Principle in Plain Language
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Rapid City

TENNESSEE 
772 Harpeth Bend Dr.
Nashville, TN 37221
(615) 646-4551
fax: (615) 546-0416
Chattanooga, Jackson, Johnson City
Knoxville, Memphis

TEXAS, NORTH  
2133 Pleasant Dr.
Dallas, TX 75227
(214) 388-5297
fax: (214) 388-9463
Amarillo, El Paso, Fort Worth

TEXAS, SOUTH
1423 Upland Drive
Houston, TX 77043
(713) 468-6991
fax: (713) 468-6992
Austln, San Antonio

UTAH  
1969 View St.
Salt Lake City, UT 84105
(801) 967-8013
fax (801) 967-8013

VERMONT  
PO Box 722
Colchester, VT 05446
(802) 870741
Barre

VIRGINIA  
900 Southampton Ave.
Norfolk, VA 23510
(757) 623-1315
fax: (757) 623-3990
Richmond

W A S H I N G T O N
6601 NE Windermeer
Seattle, WA 98115
(206) 782-4883
fax: (206) 524-9157
Bellingham, Olympia, Spokane, Tacoma

WEST VIRGINIA
1527 Lewis Street
Charleston, WV 25311
(304) 342-2688
fax: (304) 344-0129
Charleston

WISCONSIN  
3031 N. Frederick Avenue
Milwaukee, Wl 53211
(414) 332-6967
fax: (414) 332-0302
Madison

WYOMING ✦
contact Colorado Church

STATE CENTER  ✦
Mailing address
City, State & zip
Telephone number
City centers

#

Regional center Change this month
This directory is sponsored by HSA-UWC

National Headquarters.  Donations and tithes
to National Headquarters may be made by

check, money order or VISA/MasterCard/AmEx.

American Church
D I R E C T O R Y
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Unification New s

by Kristina M. Seher—Berkeley, CA

‘O
oh! Ahh!” Sponta-
neous applause and
squeals of delight
accompanied our
spectacular fireworks

display at the Eleventh Annual Fami-
ly Camp Shimjeung at Aetna Springs
Resort in Northern California. About
55 excited families celebrated Ameri-
ca’s birthday with a free carnival
topped off with a fireworks display. The
carnival featured 20 “booths” where
everyone won tickets for effort as well
as for successful results. The fourth
and fifth grade boys designed a win-
ning miniature golf putting green com-
plete with obstacles. The 7th and 8th
grade girls buried “jewels” in a sand-
box and gave participants 30 seconds
to dig up all they could and to redeem
them for tickets. Teams of children
panted, running frantically, to fill up
a can with water squeezed from
sponges, a game made up by one of
our science teachers, Gerri Linek.
Other parents and older kids manned
a duck pond game, bean bag toss, golf
ball-in-spoon race, bowling, nickel toss,

and a dozen other booths. Chil-
dren dashed to the prize table to
redeem their tickets for super
prizes which Robin Cox had
ordered from novelty houses. All
the children (even the teenagers)
were happy about their prizes,
trading and demonstrating them
to their friends. Bob Gauper
brought a soda fountain
machine and set it up at the car-
nival so everyone could enjoy
unlimited free sodas. Matthew
Morrison and Casey Cox and the
6th, 7th and 8th grade boys set
up the fireworks.

Family Camp Shimjeung
starts each day with parents
praying at the Holy Ground, fol-
lowed by exercises and morning
service. We felt deep gratitude to

California Summer Camp: 
The Heavenly Kingdom on Earth!

by Kristina Seher—Berkeley, CA

H
ow many of us are strug-
gling to make a goal (bless
185 couples!), to make
good spiritual conditions,
to mobil ize the spirit

world, and to bring a victory? And each
of us adults has many stories of over-
coming obstacles and bringing victory
in the final moment from our years of
witnessing and MFT. Well...here is a
story of some of our second gener-
ation kids doing just that.

Two years ago my husband
urged me to teach my middle
school math students some aspects
of money management: how to
make money, how to save money
in a bank, how to keep records, etc.
As I thought about my goals for the
students, I wanted them to know
the value of money—how hard their
parents work to support them, so
they would not waste things or

money. I also wanted them to feel con-
fident they could earn their own money
whenever they needed it. I wanted them
to feel they never need to go on wel-
fare, but they can always earn for a
good cause. So I encouraged the class
to start a class business.

They started out with a bake sale,
which raised $56 profit. They saved $5
to be used as change, and all trouped
down to the local Bank of America to
open a savings account, the Sunshine

Middle School Fund-raiser Account
(now renamed the Principled Acade-
my...Account). After many discussions
among the students and with various
parents, it was decided to earn money
for a class trip to Washington, DC. The
nation’s capital is something every
American child should experience.

Their next project was for each stu-
dent to painstakingly design Christ-
mas and God’s Day holiday greeting
cards. Robbie Wackler kindly wrote all

greetings in beautiful calligraphy. We
met with several printers and came to
the sad realization that we wouldn’t be
able to afford to print the cards (to
make the project profitable we would
have to print several thousand cards,
and we only had $51 to spend). So we
met with several copy store managers
and found one who would color-Xerox
the cards for a discount, giving us 30
days to pay. The result of the first
month of sales all went to paying the
Xerox bill, but finally we were making
a profit. The students even had a spec-
tacular MFT-type experience when one
man was moved by the spirit world to
make a $100 donation while they were
selling cards at a WFWP conference—
and he didn’t even want any cards! I
was moved to tears, telling them,
“Heavenly Father wanted you to have
this special experience, just like your
parents had on MFT doing bar runs
late at night!”

For Valentine’s Day the students
had a catalog sale, at Mother’s Day
they had a flower stand, and in
between these there were occasional
bake sales and hot dog lunches at the

The Principled Academy Victory Trip

see CALIF on page 2 4

see TRIP on page 2 4

Students, front: Chris Barker, Kibos
Buscovich, Philaine Seher. Back:

Henry Bechtel, Christella Hardman,
Julie Zingertal and Ariana Richie

Kayaking course
taught by

Michael Joyce
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