






Sun Moon University
Graduation 

O
n February 27, after morning hoondokhae,
True Father went to the Asan Campus of
Sun Moon University to attend the grad-
uation ceremony for 125 master degree
students. This ceremony was held at the

Chaplin hall of the University. 
On this day, Professor Yang Pyoun-seung, master

of the ceremonies, began the conferment ceremony
for master's degree students of the Theology School
of the Sun Moon University at 11:00. Rev. Lee Kyu-sam
offered a prayer and Rev. Kim Hang-jae gave a report on
education matters. Rev. Hwang Sun-jo presented the
degrees. After lunch, Mrs. Lee Kyung-june, president of
the Sun Moon university, gave a congratulatory mes-

sage. 
True Father spoke for about 70 minutes to 125

graduated students and others who participated
in this ceremony. Together with Rev. Hwang, Pres-
ident Lee Kyong-jun and some members, True
Father visited the Chonan campus of the Sun

Moon University. After
that True Father went to
Yong Pyong Resort. 

On February 28, after
hoondokhae, True Father
went to Cheong Pyeong
Training Center togeth-
er with members. After
arriving at the training
center, he visited Chengshim
Hospital, the Original Holy
Ground, Graduate School, the
silver town and met workshop
participants at the training cen-
ter. Cheongshim Graduate School
had an opening ceremony on
January 28 this year and after
that the first group of students
started their course. ❖

True Parents in Yeong Pyong
February 19,  2004



E
ach step we take brings results
for the Kingdom. This is why
Father is emphasizing that
the most important thing to
do is “take action”. We have

the absolute authority to roll back the
culture of the fallen
world. We must be unit-
ed with one heart with
True Parents and under-
stand clearly our role as
the “Representatives” of
God and True Parents.
Jesus and all the saints
n heaven are leading

the world into unity. In
God’s eyes there is no
greater power in the front
ine of advancing God’s
K ingdom than  the
Blessed Central Family
united and surrounded
by the “blessed” religious
eaders and Ambas-

sadors for Peace. This
s the movement of heav-
en. 

The Blessed Central
Family (Unificationists)
being members of the
Cheon Il Guk blessing
have gone through the
rebirth (registration of
our families) will pro-
ceed on through two
more stages - that of
resurrection” and then
eternal” life ceremonies.

This will become the pat-
tern eventually for the
course to perfection of
the heart of every one.
n order to give every-

one the opportunity to
connect with this prov-
dence we are commis-
sioned by True Parents,
to “Bless” everyone with
Cheon Il Guk Holy Wine.
This changes the own-
ership from Satan’s side
to God’s side. 

One of the aspects of
God’s providence that is
most significant is that
because the founders of
all the major religions
have united together.
Centering on Jesus and
HJN the major religions
of the world are tran-
scending their bound-
aries to become one
Family under One God.”

Heaven is moving to
cause the most prepared
religious leaders to come
forward to proclaim that
we are one family. This
s why the gate opened
to the Holy Land, the
Western Wall, Al Aqsa
Mosque and on to Gaza.
This is also why the Jew-
sh  l e ade r s  c ou ld

embrace Jesus. 

True Parents opened the way for this
providence and also commission each
and everyone of us (all people of faith) to
become the True Parent and “Messiah”
to our families and communities as well
as to our nations. We are now in an age
in which no one has to change their reli-
gion but rather to receive True Parents
“blessing” of marriage with the prayers
of their own religious leaders and live as
a blessed family. There is no division in
God’s eyes between Muslim, Christian
and Jew and all the religions of the world.
The founders of the great religions are
one with us and therefore God is work-

ing directly through those major tradi-
tions. Each Mosque, Synagogue and
Church that follows with this providence
will automatically become a “Family
Mosque of Peace.”, “Family Synagogue of
Peace.” “Family Church of Peace”. This
is the age that was prophesied in the
scriptures. Flags with this name are being
prepared per Father’s direction to be dis-
played by each church and holy place. 

The ACLC clergy as the Second Israel
ended the era of the cross and then, with
that condition, repented for not having
loved their elder brother the Jews for the
last 2000 years. They repented for not

being a good Abel in history. If Chris-
tianity had manifested the Absolute love
of Jesus, unity would have been possi-
ble. These special clergy representing the
“younger brother” Christianity, helped
the “elder brother” the “first Israel” to
repent (through an historic representa-
tive Rabbi) and reconcile for the fact that
Jesus’ own family (and the larger com-
munity) could not support Jesus 2000
years ago. The internal condition to restore
this was set through the Jerusalem Dec-
laration. Because of this declaration the
condition for reconciliation occurred and
it was accomplished with the assistance

of the Muslim leaders.
The r e f o r e  i n  the
Jerusalem declaration
the Abrahamic faiths
set the condition to
unite and reconcile
through chosen rep-
resentatives. This
opened the door for the
establishment of the
Fourth Israel. A new
covenant was secured
and a new chosen peo-
ple was established -
a chosen people com-
posed of Muslims,
Christians and Jews -
expanding to all peo-
ple of faith. The fourth
Israel is horizontal sub-
stantial expression of
the vertical realm of
the Cheon Il Guk, the
Kingdom of God. The
Fourth Israel center-
ing on the Cheon Il
Guk is the basis for all
nations to be blessed
and united into the
Peace Kingdom. The
vehicle that God sought
to bring the fourth
Israel and the new
covenant to all nations
was the U.N.  Last
August again Father
proclaimed that if there
was no basis upon
which to expand the
fourth Israel that the
Muslim world and the
Judeo / Christian
world could polarize
and another holocaust
would occur. 840 were
mobilized represent-
ing the enemy nations
of history to come to
NY to set the condition
that God’s will would
go forward smoothly.
Because of this con-
dition the Abel UN, the
Interreligious and Inter-
national Peace Coun-
cil could be established
on October 3rd. With
this foundation estab-
lished the spirit of the
Cheon Il Guk and the
new covenant of the
fourth Israel could be
brought to the Middle
East. This opened the
way for future pil-
grimages to go through
the impossible historic
barriers between the
Abrahamic faiths and
not only visit the Al
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by Peter Falkenberg Brown

S
ome may know
that I’ve written
a curriculum
workbook for
teenagers, called

The True Love Thing to
Do”, at http:// worldcommu-
nity.com/tl. It’s a 2 1/2 hour marriage
preparation, abstinence and character
education seminar that can be held at
home by parents, or in a group setting.
The curriculum content and informa-
ion are all posted at the above site.

Educating young people about these
ssues is a very important cause in our
efforts to build the Kingdom of Heav-
en. I believe that the above curriculum
helps educate young people about the
heartistic” reasons to be abstinent,

and also helps prepare them for a hear-
istically based marriage. Teenagers
oday need to learn about how to cre-

ate relationship of love – instead of just
falling in love”.

As the publisher of said curriculum,
’m actively looking for part time reps

who feel comfortable approaching church-
es and other organizations, to ask them
o purchase quantities of the booklets

and then hold seminars in their ven-
ues (the rep doesn’t have to hold the
seminar — it’s hosted by the church
deacon, or some other church leader.)
Note: private and public schools are
potentially an even better market,
because the curriculum can be used
year after year.

The seminars are very easy to do and
don’t require any training or high-tech
elements. They use the ‘Reading and
Discussion’ method used at ALC con-
erences, where one  teenager reads a

section from the podium and the rest
of the teenagers follow along with their
copies of the booklet. Then they dis-
cuss the content in round table dis-
cussions — all moderated by the
teenagers. Usually, only one adult
needs to be present. The
directions about
how to hold
t h e

seminar
are in the booklet.

The  sa l e s  r ep  who
approaches the churches gets a very
healthy commission — $4 for each work-
book. The workbooks retail for $12 to
$15, depending upon whether it’s being
bought directly ($12) or used in a group
seminar (for example in a church) where
some additional value is given (the sem-
inar experience, refreshments, etc.). It’s
recommended that $15 be charged in
the case of seminars. It wholesales for

$9, so the churches can make a good
profit also. Commissions are paid imme-
diately upon receipt and clearing of the
payment from the church.

It’s the kind

of process that might require a month
to broker a sale to a church or school,
but can be done part time, based on a
few conversations. So, a box of 100
brings in $400 to the sales rep and
$600 profit to the church, a *hot* sell-
ing point for churches! The churches
can charge the parents for the teenagers’
seminar “tickets” and thus raise funds

for other church projects. Schools may
or may not be interested in the fundrais-
ing aspect, but they’ll appreciate the
wholesale price.

For those of you who are in or
have access to foreign language
countries, I’d be delighted to have
the curriculum translated into other
languages. It’s been written in a
style that will hopefully “work” for
any culture. The first, very early
draft was actually written on spec
for Communist Chinese High School
students. It mentions God very
briefly, in context of scientific study,
so it should appeal to a broad audi-
ence. It mentions God – even though
public schools might not like it –
because I couldn’t, in good con-
science, talk about marriages of
true love without talking about the
Creator of Love. It just wouldn’t be
right. I did take care, however, to
try to pose the issues in an ecu-
menical fashion that will hopeful-
ly be palatable for any religion.

If you’d like to make a difference
and help further marriage preparation
and abstinence education for the thou-
sands of teenagers who so desperate-
ly need it, please email me at ‘peter-
brown@worldcommunity.com’ or call
804-769-9045. You can view the cur-
riculum at http:// worldcommuni-
ty.com/tl ❖

Call for Marriage Preparation &
Abstinence Curriculum Representatives

Aqsa Mosque but to realize incredible
unity between Muslim, Christian and
Jew. 

One most significant moment was on
the morning of December 22nd when
Imam Bundakji could “bare his heart”
at the historic Holy Site of the Dome of
the Rock. He called upon all religious
leaders to end the violence. He repent-
ed for his the hatred he once had in is
heart for the Jews. He offered forgive-
ness for any wrong doing that had been
done by the Jewish family. This moved
Rabbi Lazorovitz to tears and with the
heart of Jacob and Esau the two broth-
ers (Ishmael and Isaac) embraced at Al
Aqsa. 

The holy place of the Dome of the Rock
- is sacred to the Jews, Christians and
Muslims. It is considered sacred because
it is the place where Abraham offered
his son, the temple of Solomon once
stood, and the transition of Muhammad
into the heavenly realm occurred 

History led us to this holy place. With
the incredible blessing of Imam Sabri at
Al Aqsa 3000 religious leaders could
gather for this moment in history. This
led to a rally of 20,000 plus at the Inde-
pendence Park in Jerusalem. It was there
on that stage of history that Jewish lead-
ers could take the ultimate step to rec-
oncile with Jesus. Upon the foundation
of the internal condition of the Jerusalem
Declaration, the substantial condition
could be made. This was done by the
Jewish leaders giving the Crown of King
David and the Robe of the King to Jesus. 

Jesus was received and lifted up as
the King of the Jews and the King of
peace. This liberated all the “han” between

Jesus and God over the rejection of his
son. Then Muslims could offer the Jew-
ish leaders the Menorah and Ishmael
could love and embrace Isaac. Then Chris-
tians honored Islam and proclaimed
Muhammad is the Prophet of God and
their in only one God of Islam, Chris-
tianity and Judaism. This is why mas-
sive change is occurring. The people of
God are becoming one under the ban-
ner that “God is the Parent of All
Humankind”. This incredible moment in
history came to America, on February
4th and on the stage of the world Jesus
was embraced and the Abrahamic faiths
were reconciled. This moved the hearts
of the American leaders to experience
first hand the powerful reconciliation
that we are initiating in America and the
Middle East between Muslims, Chris-
tians and Jews. Now we are again march-
ing to Washington on March 23rd to fur-
ther expand this reconciliation from
America to the world. We will fulfill the
role of the Second Israel to receive and
honor True Parents. 

This is the reason we have been called
upon at this hour to pray sincerely and
take action to bring the people that God
has prepared to Washington. We are
called upon to move the hearts of the
America leaders as well as UN Ambas-
sadors to solidify the movement of Peace
through the cooperation between reli-
gious and political leaders centering on
the Abel UN. Our focus. The Middle East.
After the March 23rd event, key religious
leaders will go on the next historic pil-
grimage to the Holy Land on March 30th. 

The Unification Blessed Central Fam-
ilies’ role is absolutely crucial and cen-
tral at this time. Centering on the move-
ment of all “blessed couples” the key cen-
tral figures of many nations and prepared

Pastors, Rabbis and Imams are rapidly
uniting with the IIPC. (Abel UN) It is total-
ly amazing - really beyond our imagina-
tion. Through these prepared central fig-
ures huge conditions are being made in
the Foundation of Substance that allow
the sphere of True Parents’ love to fur-
ther expand through the religions that
have been chosen by God. We are becom-
ing united as God’s “movement”. 

This is a key reason why Father wants
us to reach out to all religious leaders
and to reach out to our tribe, neighbors
and everyone. Our families must become
the “Temples of God” and with that our
spirit must attract all who are called.
God has prepared the people but if we
don’t “touch” them they won’t hear the
“call”. The Blessed Central Family has
the depth and understanding through
the practice of the Principle to know and
understand how to build a “True Fami-
ly” and how to love your enemy and build
God’s Kingdom. 

The Action we must take at this time
is to understand the key opportunities
that are set before us to “lift up” these
prepared leaders. The first and most sig-
nificant is the March 23rd event on Capi-
tol Hill. Through local committees the
most outstanding religious leaders or
people of faith who are Ambassadors for
Peace can be selected to receive their
Crown of Peace for the sacrifices they
have made. On this foundation Jesus
and all the religious leaders and faiths
will be lifted up and reconciled - the hon-
oring of True Parents is a natural con-
clusion that will occur. They will be hon-
ored with the Crowns of Peace. 

We must however, be focused in prayer
and outreaching with our hearts to bring
the people who are most outstanding in
loving their enemies and bringing rec-

onciliation. We are seeking to move the
hearts of those elected officials who know
that the reconciliation of all races, reli-
gions and nationalities is essential for
Peace in the world. Through this event
on March 23rd we want to bring the spir-
it of God’s Kingdom - the Peace Kingdom
and the time of reconciliation to the world. 

God has prepared America and the
world for this hour. We will achieve the
next step in the substantiation and expan-
sion of the Kingdom of God through
March 23rd. Please watch, pray and work
for the expansion of the Kingdom. Please
unite as one with the AFC leaders and
the Regional and Vice Regional Direc-
tors. 

All the internal conditions have been
set by our True Parents. Our responsi-
bility is to bring the Good News of the
Kingdom to our relatives and all the lead-
ers of America. Now is the time. God is
with you. We are the fourth Israel. We
are the people of a new covenant. A
covenant that will not be broken. The
prepared leaders - religious, political -
people of faith are marching with us.
Their confidence is rising as we see the
walls crumbling before our eyes. Upon
the success of March 23rd God will rap-
idly transfer this victory to the Middle
East. Our Peace Task Force members
and IIPC Ambassadors are assembling
now in Israel. They are preparing the
way for the next Pilgrimage. The stage
is set for Peace to be realized. We must
be bold and strong. Our faith, love and
heart to obey God must be absolute before
Heaven. Let us sacrifice all we can to
allow America to fulfill her destiny. 

The Blessed Central Families have the
Power - and that Power is Love. ❖

TIME
from page 15



by Rev. John W. Gehring

W
e are inviting young men and
women athletes to Korea from
July 20th – 27th, 2004 to join
us in celebrating the second
annual Interreligious Peace

Sports Festival. The Festival is a sporting event
designed to build and promote friendship and
peace among people from different cultural
and religious backgrounds using the power-
ful medium of sports com-
petition. 

From all continents,
athletes between
the ages of 16 and
22 will compete
in  ove r  th i r t y
events covering
eight sports. Athletes can apply for the fol-
lowing sporting events: Track, High Jump,
Long Jump, Shot put, Discus, Soccer, Bas-
ketball, Volleyball, Tennis (doubles & singles),
Badminton (doubles & singles) and Table Ten-
nis (doubles & singles). The top three final-
ists in each sporting event will be honored in
a ceremony and awarded Gold, Silver and
Bronze medals respectively. 

The Interreligious Peace Sports Festival will
be Interreligious and International and will
display through its activities the power and
beauty of unity among diversity. There is no
charge for applying and no registration fee.
For the accepted athletes the Festival will pro-
vide a grant, covering room, board and sched-
uled local travel during the program. The Fes-

tival organizers do not cover international
travel. 

The Interreligious Peace Sports Festival is
of many initiatives of the Interreligious and
International Federation for World Peace
(IIFWP). The IIFWP is a worldwide organiza-
tion that is actively promoting, in a wide vari-
ety of fields, opportunities for international
and cross-cultural exchange that enhance
bonds of cooperation and friendship. The Sun
Moon University, located in Asan, South Korea,
will host the 2004 Festival.

Applications are available only online at
www.ipsfestival.org. If you have questions or

need more informa-
tion please feel free
to contact us:

Interreligious Peace
Sports Festival

c/o Interreligious International Federation
for World Peace

155 White Plains Road, Suite 204 Tarry-
town, New York 10591 

E-mail: info @ ipsfestival org 
Tel: 914-631-1331 ext. 452
Fax: 914-631-1308

NEW VIDEOS
“The Path to Peace”

“The Crown of
Peace”

TWO NEW VIDEOS ARE AVAILABLE

FROM AT FFWPU HEADQUARTERS.  
The first, entitled "The Path to Peace," is a

15-minute overview of the Middle East
Peace Initiative and the four pilgrimages
held during 2003, that was first shown at
the "Ambassadors for Peace Awards" on

Capitol Hill on February 4, 2004.  
Copies of this production may be obtained
by contacting Sheila Song at FFWPU head-
quarters, for $10 apiece plus shipping, with

reduced rates for multiple copies. 
The second video is entitled "The Crown of
Peace."  It is a 20-minute edit of the Febru-
ary 4th "Ambassadors for Peace Awards"

Capitol Hill program.  
Copies may be obtained through the multi-

media office of IIFWP. 
For orders or information please contact

Sheila Song by phone at (202) 319-3200, by
fax at (202) 299-9496, or by Email at publi-

caffairs@familyfed.org . 

Our beloved
UTS physi-
cian, col-

league and good
friend, Dr. Jaekil Park, passed peacefully
into spirit world this morning, March 11, at
1:40 a.m. (EST; 3:40 pm Korea time). 

He fell into a coma early in the day
and passed on quietly in the Cheong-
shim Hospital at the Cheong Pyeong
Heaven and Earth Training Cen-
ter, Korea. Dr. Park dealt with a
serious cancer for a year or more.
He persevered longer than physi-
cians, Western or Eastern, tradi-
tional or spiritual, had expected. 

Dr. Park selected his won jeon (bur-
ial site) in his ancestral hometown in
Korea, and was interred there on Saturday,
March 13 (the evening of March 12 in Amer-

ica) in a family
ceremony. 

UTS will pre-
pare a memori-

al stone with a plaque overlooking his gar-
den on the hillside north of Massena House,

with a view of the Hudson River and
Catskills. Dr. David Kim designated

one large stone that he prepared
years ago, for this monument. Our
community and UTS alumni every-
where, whose lives were touched
by Dr. Park's ministry of healing,
are invited to contribute toward
this. 

Any contributions you would like
to make should be made out to UTS,

memo: Dr. Park Memorial. 

—Tyler Hendricks ❖

IN MEMORIAM

Dr. Jaekil Park

T
he Accreditation and Ded-
i ca t i on  Cer emony  f o r
Cheongshim Graduate
School of Theology took place
on January 28, 2004. About

450 members gathered one hour before
the 11 a.m. ceremony and greeted True
Parents as they entered with loud
cheers and applause. The ceremony
commenced with True Father’s bene-
diction and the tape cutting. True Par-
ents then entered and sanctified the
lobby of the main building with holy
salt. With a beatific smile, True Father
bestowed calligraphy of the words,
“Bon-deok (Revere Virtue), Hoon-heng
(Exemplify and Teach through Action),
Man-bok (Great Fortune), Heung-seong
(Great Development), Man-se (Forev-
er),” roughly translated as, “Revere
virtue and teach it through your actions.

You will thereby receive great fortune
and develop greatly, and you will be
eternally prosperous.”

When True Parents and members
of the True Fami-
ly returned to the
stage outside, all
rose in tribute to
the national flag
and anthem of the
Republic of Korea.
The ceremony con-
t i nued  w i th  a
prayer offered by
Dae Haeng Yu,
FFWPU Japan
president, followed
by  a  p r og r e s s
report given by Rev. Yeong Ho Ha, vice
president of Cheongpyeong Heaven
and Earth Training Center. Rev. Ha

reported on school history and facili-
ties and that the school will open on
March 2nd with Study of True Par-
ents, Unification Spirituality Studies,

and  Chur ch
Administration
Studies, as the
th r e e  ma j o r
courses of study.
The first class will
comprise about
40 students.

C e r e m o n y
attendees includ-
ed Dae Haeng Yu,
p r e s i d en t  o f
FFWPU Japan;
Dr. Chang Shik

Yang, continental leader of North Amer-
ica; Mr. Dong Moon Joo, president of
the Washington Times; Gyeong Jun

Lee, president of Sun Moon Universi-
ty; and Jin Choon Kim, president of
Cheongshim Graduate School of The-
ology. Prof. Mi Ran Kim sang the con-
gratulatory song and True Parents
were then presented with bouquets of
flowers.

True Father began to speak at 12:10
p.m. and continued for nearly an hour
despite frigid weather. During his
address, he emphasized that people
who live with love for the sake of oth-
ers will become center. True Father
then offered the benediction and was
joined by True Mother to cut the con-
gratulatory cake. The ceremony con-
cluded at 1:10 p.m. with three cheers
of ok-man-se lead by President Jong-
gwan Yu. ❖

Dedication Ceremony for Cheongshim Graduate School of Theology

The Second Annual Interreligious Peace Sports Festival

Give a
Gift Subscription 

to the
UNIFICATION NEWS



Rev. Latif Namini Somarin

A
fter few days of raining in Seattle,
when we gathered together Febru-
ary 19, 2004 for our one day “Sun-
day School Teacher’s workshop” it
was sunny and warm. This work-

hop was for Sunday school’s teachers and
eir assistants. Number of participants was

0 and all of them were ready to receive edu-
tion and guidance.
Location was at Windermere house and pro-

am began at 9:30 am by Rev. Hun Suk Lee’s
egional director of region 18) message for the

articipants. Rev. Larry Krishnek, who is in
arge of the education of second generations
Washington State, gave a heartistic and won-
rful presentation about the meaning of edu-
tion and mentioned how to make a healthy

nd close relationship between teachers and
udents. Then Mrs. Myung Yeob Keating, who
a member of the second generation’s edu-
tional committee, gave a powerful presen-
tion about “teacher’s rolls and skills” and
plained in details about the responsibilities
teachers. There was a reflection of teacher’s
aching experience, and some of the teachers
ared their experiences. It was quite exciting

nd interesting.
While participants having their lunch, they
ared their feelings with each other and planned
r their future. 
In the afternoon, participants were involved
different kinds of exercises and activities
ch as teaching practice, teacher’s planning

nd report and art- door sign for class. They
ed to put in action whatever they learned in
e morning session. Main focus of this work-
op was connecting teachers with true par-
t’s lifestyle.
After having a pleasant dinner, Mr. Dreux

maral, who is a member of the second gen-
ation’s educational committee, gave inter-
al guidance and helped teachers to make
eir “mission statement” and encouraged them
commit themselves to their new vision. In
e end, each one of teachers, received a
eacher’s candle” and

orkshop was ended at
00 pm with holy candle
ayer.
It was a wonderful expe-

ence and all of the teach-
s and their assistants
mmitted themselves to
a representative of True

arents in their classroom
nd teach their students
avenly tradition.❖

A New Hispanic
Website

www.unificacionismo.com
Atentive to the expanding foundation of our True

Parents in the Hispanic comunity and with great desire
to share their words in Spanish, the new hispanic

website was launched last March 1st.
Within the contents of this website, there is a library
with recent speeches given by True Parents and other

leaders of the Unification movement, animated graphics
with the most important conferences of the Divine prin-

ciple, news, and a wide variety of useful tools for
witnessing, such as flyers, brochures, logos, etc. 

Those that wish to be part of this great enterprise, may
want to visit http://www.unificacionismo.com There you
will find an invitacion for further ideas, contributions,

suggestions,etc. Also, you may contact us at
webmaster@unificacionismo.com

by Charles, Eleonore and 
Renata de Watteville

O
n our website www.unifi-
cationstudy.com you will
find a link to Israel Peace
Rally videos ( www.unifi-
cationstudy.com/Jerusale

m.html ). We have added a 7-minute
clip of video that Eleonore took during
the December March & Rally in
Jerusalem.

On our Jerusalem web page you will
see three videos that we use to share
and educate about the Jerusalem event.

1. A 2 minute intro by Bento Leal
at a San Leandro prayer breakfast,

2. The 5 minute “Beyond the Cross”
video from HQ, and

3. Our own new 7-minute home video
from December.

For each video there is one video clip

with 60 Kbps for computers with slow-
er Internet connections and one with
102 Kbps is for faster Internet con-
nections.

We also have a 17 minutes expand-
ed version of the Jerusalem March &
Rally available. It contains more video
clips of the march, the rally, excerpts
of different speakers, some of the holy
sites in Israel (Bethlehem, Galilee) and
a few clips of a clean-up project of the
SFP (Service for Peace) in a Palestin-
ian town near Jerusalem. We have a
lot more footage but we tried to keep
it short so it would be easier to share
with contacts.

If you would like a video tape copy
of the 17 minute video, we are asking
for a US $5.00 donation plus the cost
of shipping. ❖

Jerusalem Video on Web
www.unificationstudy.com

Seattle Sunday School Teacher’s Workshop



by Larry R. Moffitt

I
t was the sum-
mer of ‘79 and our band, Sun-
burst, was fundraising with
Zoomers and carnations. A Zoomer
is a flat lump of chocolate with

peanuts, sometimes called a turtle
because it resembles a turtle to peo-
ple who’ve never seen one. You know
what a carnation is.

The twelve of us found it worked
easier for everyone if we selected one
person each day to be “the indemni-
ty man,” someone who could do all
the suffering for the entire team.
The designated person would pay
up-front for the group, all the
dues owed to the universe, so
everyone else could coast through
the day making record totals.

Today it was my turn to
shoulder the cross and my
product was live wasps.
Live angry wasps. There
was no container, so I
had to carry them in
my  cupped  ba r e
hands. That’s okay,
that was part of the
indemnity.

Be ing  the
indemnity man
a l so  mean t
working scrub
areas nobody
else wanted.
T h e y
dropped me
of f at the
foot of K2
on  the
Karako-
r a m
H i g h -
way on
the Pak-
i s t a n
s ide  o f
t h e
Himalayas.
F r a n k
Gr ow ,  ou r
team leader

said there’s a holy man up there on a
l edge  jus t  a  f ew  hundr ed  f e e t
above...those clouds. He smiled and
wished me unspeakable suffering fol-
lowed by a painful death – the tradi-
tional farewell benediction given to the
indemnity man – and said by the way,
I understand the holy man is happy
to entertain a question from pilgrims

who make it all the
way to his cave.

So I climbed,
being careful to
keep the wasps
trapped inside
my  two
hands with-

o u t
squash-

i n g

them. Their stingers were working over-
time on my palms and I was scream-
ing my head off the whole way. After
many hours I crawled over the edge of
the uppermost ledge, exhausted, my
hands swollen to double their normal
size. The holy man sat cross-legged in
front of me, at the entrance to a small
cave. He said, “Welcome, my son. Do
you have a question for me?”

I said, “Yes I do. I was recently engaged
to a wonderful lady. What must a man
do to make a woman happy?”

“My son,” he said, “You must caress,
praise, pamper, relish, savor, massage,
make plans, fix, empathize, serenade,
compliment, support, feed, tantalize,
bathe, humor, placate, stimulate, jiffy-
lube, stroke, console, purr, hug, cud-
dle, excite, pacify, protect, phone, cor-
respond, anticipate, nuzzle, smooch,
toast, minister to, forgive, sac-
rifice, accessorize, leave,
return, beseech, sublimate,
entertain, charm, show
equality for, oblige, fasci-
nate, attend, implore, show-
er, shave, trust, grovel,
defend, coax, clothe, brag
about, acquiesce, aromate,
fuse, fizz, rationalize, detox-
ify, sanctify, help, acknowl-
edge ,  po l i sh ,  spo i l ,
embrace, accept, butter-
up, hear, understand,
jitterbug, beg, plead,
borrow, steal, climb,
swim, nurse, resusci-
tate, repair, respect,
entertain, calm, allay,
kill for, die for, dream
of, promise, deliv-
er, tease, flirt, com-
mit, enlist, angeli-
cize, murmur, snug-
gle, snoozle, snurfle,
elevate, alleviate,

serve, rub, rib, salve,
bite, taste, nibble, grat-

ify, take her places, scut-
tle crab-like along the

ocean floor of her existence,

diddle, doodle, hokey-
pokey, hanky-panky, crys-
tal blue persuade, flip,

flop, fly, don’t care if I die, swing, slip,
slide, slather, mollycoddle, squeeze,
moisturize, humidify, lather, tingle,
slam-dunk, keep on rockin’ in the free
world, wet, slicken, undulate, gelati-
nize, brush, tingle, dribble, drip, dry,
knead, fluff, fold, blue-coral wax, ingra-
tiate, indulge, wow, dazzle, amaze, flab-
bergast, enchant, idolize, worship, and
then go back, Jack, and do it again.”

I thanked him gratefully, sold him
three for five, and climbed back down
to wait for the van. ❖

by Jose Elias de Almeida

A
seminar on Family
and Spiritual Edu-
cation in Sports,
sponsored by “Clube
Atletico Sorocaba”

was held at the Hilton Hotel in
Sao Paulo on February 19, 2004. 

The theme of this seminar
was “The Family in Sports”,
which was one of educational
seminars hold by Clube Atleti-
co Sorocaba”. The main pur-
pose of these seminars is to
teach about Divine Principle, God¡¯s
Providence, and introducing the Inter-
religious and International Peace Coun-
cil and its vision. It tries to testify about
the lives of the True Parents and their
works for the realization of peace in
the world. 

About 265 very important leaders
participated in this seminar. Among
them we had, Political leaders, Judges,

Lawyers, Police authorities of Sao Paulo,
Sport directors, Journalist, Religious
leaders, outstanding former athletes
of the Brazilian national team, Sport
Secretariat of Sao Paulo, Business-
men, Liberal professionals, Represen-
tatives of the Political Parties and the
NGOs.

Mr. Waldir Cipriani, master of Cer-
emony guided everyone through out
the seminar. The President of Feder-

açao Paulista de Futebol, Dr. Marco
Pólo Del Nero, gave the opening remark.
We had a video presentation, featur-
ing the founding of IIPC which was fol-
lowed by the Divine Principle Lecture
given by Mr. Mauricio Raimundo Bal-
dini.

The representatives of True Parents,
Rev. Zin-moon Kim and Rev. Heung-
tae Kim spoke to participants with the
welcoming and closing remarks. Also

during closing ban-
quet two testimonies
were g iven by the
authorities to support
True Parents. 

Through the Clube
Atletico Sorocaba we
have hold a number
of events and semi-
nars with the purpose
of promoting physical,
moral and spiritual
health in the world of
sport, with hope that

other clubs will perceive the impor-
tance of religion as a fundamental
instrument in building a peaceful indi-
vidual, family, national and world.

The spirit of the event was high and
inspiring at the end there was a ban-
quet. In the end, Clube Atletico Soro-
caba offered some prices in honor of
the great soccer veterans who played
in Brazilian National Team in their
youth. ❖

Brazil: Family and Spiritual Education in Sports
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A
part from the univer-
salization of Korean cul-
tural patterns, heavy
accretions of shaman-
istic ritual practices,

numerology, and cosmic declara-
tions were off-putting for some.
Again, members accepted the prem-
ise that True Parents were re-cre-
ating the world, that all existing cultures, including
that of Korea, were tainted by the human fall, and
that there was the necessity for new unfallen tradi-
tions. Nevertheless, the pace of change and innova-
tion increased abruptly and in a manner that was
destabilizing for some during the 1990s. It was as if
Rev. Moon wanted to implement the movement’s ver-
sion of the Kingdom of Heaven on Earth, if only sym-
bolically, before the year
2000. Prior to the Com-
pleted Testament Age,
the movement cele-
brated four universal
“Holy Days.” These were
God’s Day, celebrated
on January 1st; Par-
ents’ Day, celebrated
during the late winter
or early spring accord-
ing to the lunar calen-
dar; The Day of All
Things, celebrated
toward late spring or
early summer; and Chil-
dren’s Day, celebrated
during the fall. These
holidays cohered well
with the movement’s
theology, were well but-
tressed by layers of ser-
monic interpretation,
and had been celebrated
since the 1960s. There
were some celebratory
features such as offer-
ing tables piled high
with fruits, cakes, nuts
and assorted dishes.
These imparted a cer-
tain “wholly other” spir-
ituality to the heaven-
ly banquets and, there-
fore, served as a tonic
to faith. The movement
also celebrated True
Parents’ and True Chil-
dren’s birthdays and
observed landmark days
in its history. For exam-
p l e ,  May  1s t  was
observed as the date on
which the Holy Spirit Association for the Unification
of World Christianity (HSA-UWC) was founded in
Korea. In America, September 18th was observed as
“Foundation Day.” On that day in 1961, the move-
ment filed its original corporation papers in Califor-
nia. The same day marked Rev. Moon’s 1974 Madi-
son Square Garden speech and the movement’s 1976
rally at Washington Monument. Various Blessing
anniversaries also were observed.

All of this provided a fairly stable framework for
faith. It was true that Rev. Moon had conducted spir-
itual ceremonies and uttered proclamations of numer-
ous kinds on an almost continual basis since the
start of his ministry. However, these were muted
within the tradition as a whole. In the U.S., they were
overshadowed by the crusades of the 1970s and the
demands of institutionalization during the 1980s.
The 1990s were a different story. Rev. and Mrs.
Moon’s declaration of messiahship in 1992 and of
the Completed Testament Age the following year ush-
ered in an era of messianic fulfillment. The move-

ment’s spotlight
rested squarely on
the True Parents
and their family.
Movement publi-
cations such as

the Unification News and especially Today’s World
hung with great expectation on Rev. Moon’s every
word and deed. They were not disappointed. 

Early in the Completed Testament Age, a long-
standing staple of Unification ritual life, “My Pledge”
which was recited at 5:00 a.m. on Sunday mornings,
was replaced by an entirely rewritten “Family Pledge”
that went through several English translations. Unfor-

tunately, many Korean expressions came across as
stilted and idiosyncratic in English. In this respect,
one could easily be sympathetic with Rev. Moon’s
conviction that the membership needed to learn Kore-
an. However, movement-wide changes during the
1990s transcended language. To summarize some
of the highlights: Rev. and Mrs. Moon openly declared
their messiahship; they inaugurated the Completed
Testament Age which was understood to involve a
fundamental shift in history; they opened the Bless-
ing to anyone desiring it; they closed down, or at
least gave direction to close down the Unification
Church, intending to replace it with the Family Fed-
eration for World Peace and Unification; and they
amended the movement’s sacred canon. Despite
authorizing a new translation of The Principle, Rev.
Moon gave notice that a series of Hoon Dok Hae vol-
umes, taken from his speeches, constituted the basic
scripture for the Completed Testament Age.

These changes were dizzying in themselves. How-
ever, they occurred within the context of peak mobi-

lization for a series of World Culture and Sport Fes-
tivals and International Wedding Ceremonies in 1992,
1995, 1997, 1998, 1999 and 2000. Beyond that, they
were accompanied by dozens of lesser changes and
providential announcements. Members and guests
learned, for example, that Buddha, Confucius, Socrates
and Muhammad were matched to four elder Korean
ladies and were taking part in Blessing ’98. The fol-
lowing spring, Lucifer made his formal surrender to
God, True Parents and all humanity. Finally, in the
autumn of 1999, Rev. Moon taught blessed members
to pray in their own names as couples who had inher-
ited the realm of True Parents’ victory through the
Blessing. Factoring in breakthrough encounters with

Mikhail Gorbachev in
1990 and Kim Il Sung
in 1991 as well as con-
troversies resulting from
the divorce of Rev. and
Mrs. Moon’s eldest son
and Korean business
ruptures, it would take
the movement some
time to fully digest the
decade. 

The recruitment of
new, full-time members
took a back seat to these
developments during
the 1990s, at least with-
in the U.S. The Amer-
ican movement had
what it took to be a full
plate and a substan-
tial portion of the mem-
bers were in a coping
mode, attempting to
make sense of what was
happening. Some were
alienated and distant.
In the short term, there
was a further down-
turn in recruitment and
probably as many mem-
bers were alienated by
what had transpired as
were empowered. How-
ever, this was not the
case for other sectors
of the worldwide move-
ment. The Japanese,
in particular, was more
directly driven by the
Completed Testament
Age motto of “absolute
faith, absolute love, and
absolute obedience.”

The ultimate concession that American members were
incapable, at least for the present, of gaining sub-
stantial numbers of new converts was the decision to
bring in hundreds of Japanese sisters, many of whom
did not even speak English, in late 1999 to undertake
recruitment for them.

The issue of membership was integrally connect-
ed to that of finances. Starkly put, a downturn in
membership was equivalent to a shortfall of money.
Or, put in a more directly relevant way, a lesser
absolute number of members meant a proportion-
ately greater burden on those who contributed. It
did not have to be this way. Theoretically, as mem-
bers moved off mobile fundraising teams and into
businesses, church-related or otherwise, the move-
ment could have developed a higher level of efficiency,
a better quality of management, and a broader donor
base. However, this did not occur. There were three
main reasons for this. First, as the movement’s lines
of authority were based on the charismatic leader-
ship of Rev. Moon, its initiatives were subject to inspi-
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ration having little to do with strategic planning or
even monetary interest. Second, members faced a
“glass ceiling” and institutional culture in which sen-
iority, nationality and family connections counted
as much or more than ability in many cases. Third,
and most importantly, the movement had a religious
bias against crass materialism and preferred to oper-
ate on the basis of religiously motivated donations.
This was the same whether one donated money
through tithes and special offerings or time through
working in a movement-related organization.

Hence, the major indicator of the movement’s eco-
nomic health was not so much the vitality of its busi-
nesses as it was the vitality of its donor base. How-
ever, the two were interconnected as some poorly
operated enterprises required subsidies and bail-
outs, thereby draining movement resources and even-
tually affecting morale. This, in fact, is what hap-
pened during the 1990s. Because this did not deter
Rev. Moon from continually expanding the move-
ment’s horizons, the necessity for support exerted
an extreme financial strain on members. A fundrais-
ing letter sent by HSA-UWC Headquarters in Feb-
ruary 1999 summarized the current appeals. Dr.
Tyler Hendricks, who authored the letter, reminded
members that “God never gives to us a cross
we cannot bear” and advised that couples
work in small groups for spiritual revival,
church growth and financial empowerment.

Financial necessities forced the move-
ment to be ever more creative in tapping the
motivational sources of giving. Some of the
appeals were poorly contextualized in the
American setting. However, in general, the
movement’s per capita giving compared favor-
ably with comparable organizations. The
problem was that the movement had so
many fewer donors. During the 1970s and
early 1980s, aggressive street fundraising
expanded the movement’s donor base. The
passing of that phase meant that movement-
related businesses and members were left
to make up the shortfall. Had the move-
ment’s recruitment been stronger or its man-
agement better, this would have spread the
financial responsibility more evenly. As it
was, the burden of support fell continuously
upon the same givers. At the end of the peri-
od an increasingly bright light emanated
from the Hotel New Yorker and the Man-
hattan Center. These two buildings which
had been purchased by the church in the
mid-seventies finally came into their own as
a 1,100 room mid-priced hotel and a sig-
nificant entertainment venue. 

The moral authority issue was a final
internal peril afflicting the Unification com-
munity during the 1990s. In many ways,
this was not a new problem. The wider pub-
lic had accused Rev. Moon and later the movement
of a variety of moral offenses from the beginning of
his public ministry. The communist regime in North
Korea jailed him in 1948 for, among other things,
“bringing disorder to society.” The South Korean gov-
ernment jailed him for “draft evasion” in 1955 and
rumors of church sex orgies swirled in Korean soci-
ety. During the 1960s, the Japanese media referred
to the Principle Movement as “the religion that makes
parents weep.” During the 1970s, in America, the
movement was widely regarded as a brainwashing
cult that exploited members and taught a doctrine
of “heavenly deception” or as a subversive group
attempting to abridge the separation of church and
state and influence U.S. policy on behalf of the KCIA.
During the 1980s, the U.S. government jailed Rev.
Moon on tax evasion charges, and during the 1990s,
the media concentrated an attack on Rev. Moon and
his family.

During the long course of what the movement
regarded as misinformation or disinformation cam-
paigns, many members accepted the public’s view
of reality and fell away. Some, as apostates, active-
ly promoted and helped shape society’s perceptions.
However, for those who maintained their faith, there
was a strong conviction that the charges were untrue.
On occasion, the movement was willing to concede
mistakes at lower levels due to immaturity or exces-
sive zeal. Subordinates may have acted out of self-
ish motivations and even misled Rev. Moon. Things
also may have been less than perfect within the com-
munity. But there was never any sense of moral cul-
pability or anything other than the highest motiva-
tion and standard associated with Rev. and Mrs.
Moon. In this sense, True Parents were the move-
ment’s ultimate bulwark against society’s accusa-
tions. They were the foundation for the high and
impregnable dividing wall between outside views and
the truth.

If there was a change in the 1990s, it was that the
wall developed a few chinks. There were no serious
breaches and the foundation was still secure, but the
wall had taken some hits. Early in the decade, Pak
Chong-hwa, an early follower whom Rev. Moon had

helped escape from communist North Korea but who
since followed a checkered path inside and outside
the movement, published an especially scurrilous
account in Japan entitled the Six Marias which alleged
Rev. Moon’s participation in ritual sex on a massive
scale. Pak’s account circulated in unpublished Eng-
lish translations but there was no solid evidence for
his charges, and he later confessed in a subsequent
work and on a speech tour sponsored by the Japan-
ese movement that the stories were entirely fabri-
cated. This was also an occasion for the movement’s
defenders to note that allegations of this nature had
been thoroughly discredited in Korea and that Protes-
tant clergy proponents of the charges had been suc-
cessfully prosecuted for criminal libel. 

Nan Sook Hong’s charges of spousal abuse and
that Rev. Moon had engaged in “providential affairs”
resurfaced issues of moral authority at the end of
the decade. As has already been discussed, this pre-

cipitated a crisis of faith and even a leave-taking for
some. Others wrestled with ambiguities and in the
process discovered deeper, or at least more existen-
tial wellsprings of faith. In learned internet forums,
members discussed passages in Kierkegaard’s Fear
and Trembling which posited the “teleological sus-
pension of the ethical.” However, the vast majority
of members were not given over to this level of the-
ological sophistication or speculation. For them, Rev.
and Mrs. Moon were the embodiment of their faith
and the highest exemplification of “theocentric, self-
sacrificial love.” There was no wrongdoing or any-
thing for which they had to be ashamed. There was
no hard evidence. There was no smoking gun. To
assert otherwise was to give in to rumors and base
innuendoes of those whose motivations were highly
suspect.

It needs to be emphasized that many members
did not have a sense of impending peril and certainly
not a sense of doom. They may have acknowledged
problems, but from their point of view, the provi-
dence was proceeding according to schedule. Com-
munism, which the movement regarded as the chief
obstacle to the attainment of the Kingdom of Heav-
en on earth, had crumbled; the movement had extend-
ed its reach worldwide and the Blessing had been
globalized. There were skirmishes to be fought, to
be sure, but the major war was won. What essen-
tially remained was the task of inheriting and secur-
ing True Parents’ victory. Hence, these members
looked at circumstances of the 1990s and found
incredible grounds for optimism.

This perspective needed to be taken seriously as
there always was the risk of exaggerating crises in

the present. An impartial observer, writing from the
standpoint of the mid-1980s when Rev. Moon was
in Danbury penitentiary or the mid-1970s when
members were under near universal attack, may
have been justified in regarding the movement as
being far more imperiled in those times than it was
during the late 1990s. In fact, the movement had
resurrected from a number of literal and spiritual
near-death experiences virtually every decade since
the 1940s. Rev. Moon compared the movement to a
rubber ball which the harder it was flung to the
ground, the higher it bounced back. This raised an
exceedingly important point. What was crucial, more
so than the crises or perils the movement faced, were
the resources it possessed for change and forward
development. In this respect, the 1990s were no dif-
ferent than the 1970s or 1980s. Perils and crises
unlocked capacities for renewal. ❖
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T
anzania Relief Friendship Foun-
dation (TRFF) has been work-
ing together—under the aus-
pices of International Relief
Friendship Foundation (IRFF)—

with the World Association of NGOs
(WANGO) for quite a number of years now.
IRFF is a member of WANGO. On the other
hand, Tanzania Association of NGOs
(TANGO) has been collaborating with
WANGO though it is not officially a mem-
ber of the world body. 

In October 2002, WANGO held its annu-
al conference in Washington, United States
of America. The theme of the conference
was ‘the culture of responsibility and the
role of NGOs in the 21st century’. Par-
ticipants to the Washington conference
recommended for, among other things,
WANGO to challenge these noble insti-
tutions (i.e. the NGOs) worldwide to live
up to the theme and expectations of soci-
ety. 

It was against this background that
after consultations with TANGO and TRFF,
WANGO held and supported a historic
conference  on 23rd January 2003 at
the Karimjee Hall, Dar Es Salaam,
that drew together around 126 rep-
resentatives from 80 organizations to
gauge themselves against the confer-
ence theme, share experiences and
chart out strategies for the future.

While opening the conference, Mr.
Arnold Kashembe the Executive Direc-
tor of TRFF scored the importance of
information sharing between NGOs
to enhance collaboration and become
more responsible to society. He stressed
that collaboration is also aimed at net-
working and coalition building, to
manage our organizations and relate
to the media including cooperation
with academic institutions. Mr. Kashem-
be ended with a strong note that respon-
sibility on the part of NGOs will give the
sector credibility in acquiring funds from
donors and partner organizations.

The objectives for which WANGO in
partnership with TRFF and TANGO organ-
ized this conference are: To enable par-
ticipants to get the necessary informa-
tion from the Government, Internation-
al and financial institutions / donors that
challenge them as NGOs to promote a

culture of responsibility in their work. To
enable participants to understand the
importance of efficient and effective NGO
management, networking and coalition
building and the role of the media and
how they can collaborate to enhance a
culture of responsibility. To enable par-
ticipants recognize the need to collabo-
rate with various professional and aca-

demic institutions. To highlight the par-
ticipants on the technicalities of acquiring
funds from various sources. To come up
with follow-up activities / program from
the conference recommendations.

Conference Proceedings

Opening Plenary—presentations by
Government and International Repre-
sentative of NGOs: The first plenary was

dedicated at giv-
ing the confer-
ence the possi-
ble direction it
shou ld  t ake .
There were only
two panelists for
the session.

The first pan-
elist Mr. Kasong-
wa, an Econo-
mist—Vice Pres-
ident ’s Of f ice
talked mainly on
relationships
between govern-
ment and NGOs
in his paper enti-
tled “Culture of
responsibility
and  r o l e  o f
N G O s —
Overview”. He
also outlined the
importance of
NGOs as being
c l o s e  t o  the
grassroots and
more likely, if
responsible, to

implement their plans/activities accord-
ing to set objectives.

He offered that the Government sees
NGOs’ role as that of providing social serv-
ices and offering the platform for advo-
cacy to which end the government rec-
ognizes the importance of umbrella organ-
izations and other networks nationally,
regional and at district level—where the

Regional Administrative

Secretaries, District Exec-
utive Directors or  sector ministries play
a vital part.

He warned however that the Govern-
ment expects transparency, mutual trust
and information flow to be the building
blocks towards mutual fulfillment of our
responsibilities.  It was observed that if
these qualities are not adhered to or are
eroded it creates suspicion and misun-
derstanding between NGOs and govern-
ment. Mr. Kasongwa said that the Gov-
ernment is aware of the existence of dubi-
ous (briefcase)

NGOs that do not deliver they exist on
paper only but do not perform for the bet-
terment of their target group(s) but for
self-enriching.  These organizations are
therefore not accountable to the com-
munities they support to serve.

The government would therefore like
to monitor these as well as those that
perform well for future development plan-
ning and ensuring equitable resource uti-
lization for the well being of Tanzanians.

Dr. Massimo Trombin, IRFF Interna-
tional Field Director and President of
WANGO Europe gave a background paper
outlining NGO evolution, various exist-
ing scenario and looked at the impact,
challenges and opportunities in relation
to the “Culture of Responsibility and our
role as NGOs in the 21st century” the
theme of this conference. In his paper
entitled “Role of NGOs in the 21st cen-
tury”. 

Dr. Massimo summed up his presen-
tation by pointing out that responsibili-
ty will set Tanzanian NGOs free.  By find-
ing solutions to a problem(s) and act in
earnest and pre-conceived deliverables.

Tanzania needs to build this culture as
it has intelligent and courageous people,
resources and purity of heart to attain
set goals.

Workshops—Networking and Media

There were two workshops organized
to stimulate debate namely; networking
and coalition building workshop and
media / NGO collaboration in the face of
new roles for NGOs in the 21st century.
Mr. Zaa Twalangeti of TANGO led and
guided participants in the networking
workshop while Mrs. Ananilea Nkya of
TAMWA managed to invigorate a hot debate
on the media workshop.

The most important points that emerged
from the networking workshop were:

• What are networks and networking—
the latter being a gathering, relationship
between people or organizations to coop-
erate in achieving certain objectives.

• Benefits of networking include exchange
of information, avoiding duplication and
competition of service or funds, effective
use of resources, building capacities and
having a joint—voice.

• Challenges include lack of trans-
parency and accountability, funds mis-
management, poor structures, poor involve-
ment of stakeholders, lack of financial

support from government, poorly skilled
organization and management workforce.

There were only two recommendations
that came out of the networking and coali-
tion building workshop. They are request
to the government to provide donations
/ subsidy to NGOs, and that the role of
networks should further be explained
among NGOs themselves in follow up
meetings / conferences (participants held
the view that future networks role should
include offering finance to small / mem-
ber organizations / groups).

The only recommendation from this
workshop was that media houses shall
come up with a special policy to help
NGOs publicize their work and access
them. It was informed and argued that
currently, many NGOs don’t have the
resources to engage the media and this
made it difficult for work / impact made
by NGOs to be seen by society.

Closing Plenary

This final session of the conference
dwelt on the various recommendations
reached during the two workshops ear-
lier on the day and tried to forge a way
forward. It was preceded by submission
of the day’s summary by the rapportuer.
This session was moderated by Ms. Freda
Chale, President HEAA and the discus-
sions were facilitated by Ms. Marie Shaba,
of TANGO.

On the role of media in promoting the
NGO sector media houses were urged to
develop internal policies / guidelines to
promote the work of NGOs in the coun-
try. ❖
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by Dr. Chris M. Nyamai

T
he Isiolo Inter-
religious Peace
Week (2003) was
held  between
4th-8th August

2003, in Isiolo town, north-
ern Kenya. The event was
an initiative of the Isiolo
Inter-religious Council (IIC)
that has been promoting
peace in Isiolo for the last
one year. 

The Peace Week Event
under the theme “Nurtur-
ing a Culture of Peace”
entailed a three-days train-
ing workshop in Peace build-
ing, Inter-religious Dia-
logue, Conflict Management
and Mediation, HIV-AIDS
and Family Values; a Pub-
lic Baraza procession and
speech day, Sports, and
Community visits. The top-
ics of the training program
were selected with the aim
of improving the skills and
information base of the par-
ticipants in these fields.
The participants attend-
ing the training workshop
came from recognized reli-
gious leaders, communi-
ty elders, youth leaders,
politicians, government
and the civil society organ-
izations.

The Public Baraza pro-
cession for Peace and
speech day, held immedi-
ately after the three days
training workshop, brought
together an assembly of
peace builders, athletes
and artists that are all
interested in a lasting peace
in Isiolo. 

The epitome of the
peace procession and
public Baraza meeting
was a speech given by
the chief guest, the local
District Commissioner
(DC) of Isiolo. The DC
emphasized the impor-
tance of maintaining
peace as a pre-requisite
for development and
acknowledged the good
work that has been
achieved by ChemChe-
mi Ya Ukweli (CYU) and
International Relief
Friendship Foundation
(IRFF-Urafiki Kenya)
NGO’s in facilitating
peaceful activities with-
in Isiolo. A livestock
exchange ceremony that
was graced by the pres-
ence of the DC saw the
religious faiths pledging
to share their material
wealth for the benefit of
the community. 

On the fifth day, there
were solidarity inter-reli-
gious peace visits that
were made to commu-

nities around Isiolo town
that had previously been
affected by violent inci-
dents. The visits were
aimed at increasing con-

fidence to the survivors of past con-
flicts and to encourage with a vision
that things will change for the better
through unity and working together
for peace.

The Peace Week Event is part of a
broader process that aims at building
an Inter-religious Community Peace
Centre in Isiolo in 2004. The Peace
Centre is envisaged to boost the local
capacity for peacebuilding and as a
symbol of unity among the inter-reli-
gious groups in the region. The IIC ini-
tiative invites all interested parties in
peacebuilding within and outside Isi-
olo to make a contribution to this noble
process. 

The IIC initiative appreciates the
work of the Provincial Administration,
Kenya Police, the Religious Organiza-
tions, Peace and Development NGO’s
who have contributed immensely to
bring peace in Isiolo. Special mention
goes to the Isiolo District Peace and
Reconciliation Committee for spear-
heading civil society conflict manage-
ment programmes. The Isiolo Inter-
religious Peace Week 2003 will remain
as a landmark event in symbolizing the
importance of Unity and Inter-religious
dialogue in promotion and nurturing
a culture of peace for many years to
come. 

For more information, contact: IRFF-
Kenya Chapter, Ngara Road, P.O. Box
33513 – 00600 Ngara, Nairobi, Kenya.
Email: cnyamai@uonbi.ac.ke ❖

Kenya Inter-Religious Peace Week

Ascended Families
Association

Website
The Ascended Families Association

website is up and running. The
forum is available for discussion.
If you would like to just check it

out, see
http://www.ascendedfamilies.org.

If you know of someone who would
be interested in this site, please

email Edy Iversen  at
edy@ascendedfamilies.org or

iversen2@aol.com. and I will put
them on our mailing list.

If you are a widow, widower or have
lost a child, please email me for our

password to get into the site.

Reflections of a
Congregationalist

Minister 
by Rev. Paulina Dennis

I
am ordained in the Congregational Way. We
are the successors to the Pilgrims and the
Puritans, and we are the denomination that
has most embodied the religious ethos of the
United States of America. I was importuned

to participate in this latest pilgrim-
age to Israel (December 16-23)  because
of my knowledge of and love for
Judaism and the Jewish people, as
well as my long history in ecumeni-
cal work.

Coming to know this movement
and its people in the 1980s, I was
impressed by their commitment to
Christian ideals, their decency and
kindliness, as well as what I viewed
as their complete lack of any kind of
racism.

From a persecuted minority religion, Unifica-
tionism has steadily gained the respectful atten-
tion of scholars of religion and noted American
clerical leaders. Articles on the movement have
appeared in Temple University's Journal of Ecu-
menical Studies and civil rights leaders such as
Joseph Lowery, the late Ralph Abernathy and Dr.

Wyatt T. Walker have expressed their approval of
and deep sympathy for the overall ideals of the
movement. I know of no one else in the world that
is even attempting such a thing as uniting reli-
gions and people to help bring peace to the world. 

It is all the more remarkable when you realize
Rev. Moon's age-83! What other religious move-
ment, outside of the Roman Catholic church and
its severely ailing leader John Paul II, also 83, has
this kind of world outreach and organization?
America has no one now of the stature of Martin
Luther King, Jr. and most denominational Chris-
tian leaders are still too interested in protecting
their own religious turf to effectively issue such a
call.

As a result, Unificationism has
become much more than another
denomination. It is, in some respects,
a form of "meta-Christianity," even a
form of "meta-religion" because of the
scope and inclusiveness of its activi-
ties. The IIPC (International Interreli-
gious Peace Council) is now instru-
mental in pushing for recognition as
a worldwide religious leadership organ-
ization to be berthed at the United
Nations. I hope and pray that people
of the world-standing of the Right Rev.

Desmond Tutu and the Dalai Lama will soon be
part of this movement; bringing their influence as
well as their own unique perspectives on religious
freedom and co-prosperity to bear on the United
Nations and all humanity. ❖

...Unificationism
has become much
more than another
denomination. It is,
in some respects,
a form of "meta-

Christianity," even
a form of "meta-

religion" ...



by Rev. Jim Stephens—
Bloomington

This opinion piece was
first published in Blooming-
ton’s The Pantagraph, under the title
“From the Pulpit” in the “Beliefs and
Values” section.

I
’m going to resist the temptation
to weigh in on the national debate
on adultery and its consequences
and instead share some thoughts
on how to improve the relation-

ships and memories in your own fam-
ily.

Most of my life I have never been
interested in “pomp and circumstance”.
Ceremonies, for me, were a lot of wast-
ed time and effort making a big deal
out of a small event.

However, as I reflect back over my
life, I’ve changed my opinion.

All that I have left of my life, all the
places I traveled, all the things that I
did, all the people that I have known,
all that’s left is just memories.

Some memories are stronger than
others, but all the memories exist for
me only as pictures in my mind. As I
recall those pictures, I also recall the
emotions of the experiences, the joys,
the sorrows, the profound insights, the
regrets, even some insignificant moments
that were somehow so poignant.

If the picture in my mind is weak or
faded, then the emotions are also faded
and dull.

If I string together the memories and
make a movie of my life, I’m somewhat

disappointed. It certainly wouldn’t be
a “blockbuster hit”.

Most of the exciting parts and mem-
orable parts of the movie of my life are
those “special” moments when I shared
a deep experience with someone else.
Often that event sticks out as a last-
ing memory because we at the time
made it special and made a “big deal”
out of it, even if it really wasn’t that
big a deal after all.

In our family many a weekend
has slipped past us when we did-
n’t make the effort to do any-
thing special with our kids.
That weekend is lost for-
ever. The times when
we did do something
out of the ordinary
are captured for-
ever for us in a
shared memo-
ry.

Ceremonies,
celebrations and
traditions are
some of the real
“stuff” that life is
made of. That’s the
wisdom that I’d like
to share today.

When you celebrate
an otherwise ordinary
event, you elevate it to

a valuable memory. You create anoth-
er link in the bond of love that encir-
cles the people with whom you shared
the experience.

Make lots of ceremonies in your life.
Make family traditions. These are

an external representation of the love
you have for each other. These can also
be a wonderful representation of your

love for your God. Traditions have
value because they bond peo-

ple together in a common
experience. It con-

nects their lives
t o  h i ghe r
meaning and
purpose and
value.

Love is all
abou t  con -
necting to each
other. Give and
take in a tra-
dition that is
repeated over
and over devel-
ops a stronger
and stronger
bond of love.

Prayer is a
shared expe-
rience. You

can even make
your offerings

and tithes a ceremony
to share with your chil-
dren. It will help them
understand the value.

In the Bible, many
leaders rose early in the morning to
communicate with God. In our family,
we get up every Sunday morning to
pray at 5:00am. We make pledges to
God for the coming week and we offer
ourselves to Him. This makes us feel
special, like we’re the only ones in
Bloomington talking to God during that
time.

Even when the children were babies
we would bring them to this prayer.
Often we had to bribe them with donuts,
but it worked. In fact, it led to anoth-
er family tradition of having donuts on
Sunday mornings.

As we are fast approaching the hol-
iday season of Thanksgiving and Christ-
mas most of us have especially fond
memories of past family holidays.

Traditions and celebrations not only
carry on the bonds of love, but they
are actually building blocks for con-
tinuing the goodness in families and
the goodness in our society. They help
us discern the eternal from the pro-
fane.

Let’s resolve to make our holidays
this year extra special by achieving a
new level of love and service. And also
let’s each make some new celebration
that we’ll remember forever. Heaven
can always use the extra help when
the world is having a crisis. ❖

by Ralph Jensen

I
n the 1979 science fic-
tion movie ‘Tron’ Jeff
Bridges plays a lone pro-
grammer hero fighting to reclaim
his software property rights which

were stolen by an evil computer system.
When he gets too close, the machine
beams him into the system. Inside he
fights for his freedom in alliance with
other freedom loving components, final-
y liberating the enslaved system and

having himself beamed back to the real
world—with his property rights restored.

In the Terminator series a
population of evil machines is
trying to extinguish humankind
n the future. To crush the human
rebellion the machines send a
robot back into our presence to
kill the rebel leader when he is
still a child.

In ‘Millennium Man’ a robot aspires
to be human and on his deathbed is
granted his wish by the world council of
humans, because he has successfully
acquired mortality. The movie ‘AI’ tells
the story of a robot child searching through
millennia for a human mother’s love.

Most recently, in the Matrix series,
another evil computer empire keeps
humans in an embryonic sleep, drawing
energy from their life force and feeding
them dreams in return. A few of them
awake, form a resistance group and step
by step drive the virtual oppressors into
the defensive.

In all these tales it is obvious that the
machine protagonists possess con-
sciousness. In Terminator II we are even
given a date when the big evil one acquired
consciousness. 

This awareness of themselves makes
the machines human like and worth asso-

ciating with (AI, Millennium Man) or fight-
ing against (Matrix, Terminator, Tron).
Otherwise we would probably have little
interest in observing these devices in
action? The consciousness we observe
in these virtual actors is vital to the
impression they make on us. There is
nothing like the real thing—us. 

One question worth asking here is:
Where does this consciousness come

from? The answer comes occasionally,
yet then only implicitly: It just happened.
Consciousness somehow emerged based
on the complexity of the underlying hard
and software. And that’s all that’s said
about that. After the complexity of the
machine networks exceeds that of the
human brain, consciousness suddenly
appears out of nowhere.

Despite all the focus on intelligence
and virtue—almost spirituality, this is
actually a materialist view of humanity
and reminds a bit of Engel’s explanation
of mankind’s origin: Some ape began to
use his hand to make a tool, started to
walk upright, got a better view of things
and—woop—became human.

Ray Kurzweil in his book ‘The Age of
Spiritual Machines’, often mentioned in
the context of machine consciousness,
describes the process of man merging
with machines sometime during the 21st

century—which is now. After computers
exceed the memory and computational
capabilities of the human brain, we will
begin to use them as teacher and com-
panions. Soon after that information will
be fed directly in our brains and the dis-
tinction between man and machines will
become blurred. When the machines then
claim to be conscious, we will believe
them. 

This can be interpreted that machines
will receive their consciousness from man
but that still leaves open the original
question—where it came from in the first
place.

And the assumption that conscious-
ness emerges from the material world is
really not more than that—an assump-
tion. It makes for some decent action,
though. 

This assumption comes from the same
family as another one—that there is no
conscious driving force for development,
meaning: Natural development occurred
based on random mutation and natural
selection. Kurzweil’s quote of Peter Atkins,
that “A great deal of the universe does
not need any explanation. Elephants, for
instance. Once molecules have learnt to
compete and create other molecules in
their own image, elephants, ... will in due
course be found roaming through the
countryside.” is another way of putting
it. This opinion is so widespread that it
is taken for truth almost without ques-
tion. It is certainly stimulating for sci-
entific endeavor, because it helps us to
focus on the issue at hand—the objects
of research and keeps disturbance out.

But is the assumption bullet proof?

This question arises
when we look at a famil-
iar bottom line—how
much time did all that
take? 15 billion years

from ‘zero’ until today—a common esti-
mate. While that sounds like a long time
it feels awfully short when considering
the fact that at its first moment the uni-
verse did actually not even exist of mat-
ter. Gravity ‘evolved’ later—a tenth of a
millionth of a trillionth of a trillionth of
a trillionth second later (Kurzweil). I mean,
there was nothing to start with in terms
of what we consider building blocks of
our world—no atoms, not even particles. 

It is foolish to question the validity of
scientific endeavor. But assuming that
there might be a conscious power behind
the existence of our universe can be
empowering—also intellectually. In no
way does it discourage the question ‘How?’
which is at the basis of scientific research.
The new assumption may not even help
answer that one. But it gives us a good
start when asking ‘Why?’ and ‘Where is
it going?’ The bottom line to watch here
would not be time but coherence with
science. We will still have open questions,
though. Children will still have to wait
for the answer what was before every-
thing. Where does that original force
come from? But to use standards of our
own universe in time and space to ask
questions of the world outside is as futile
as using three coordinates to travel in
the fourth dimension.

We are not worried of light’s dualism
between particle and wave. Why should
we have problems with the assumption
that there may be something behind exis-
tence rather than nothing but coinci-
dence. Couldn’t that also one day be the
base for a decent action movie? ❖

Take Time To Make a Ceremony

Living Machines



T
his month we’ll discuss one
of my favorite subjects, fan-
tasy and science fiction
(F&SF) stories. I’ve been read-
ing them since I was a child.

Lately I’ve attended conferences, and
gotten to know several authors. 

Science fiction, unlike some fiction
genres, provides intellectual as well as
emotional fulfillment. One of its major
purposes is to get people thinking. 

Value 

Unificationists place a high value
on HDH reading, and we strive to find
enough time for that. Why, then, should
we read something so “far out” as F&SF? 

The Divine Principle begins by explain-
ing that blind faith is no longer enough;
that modern people need logical, sci-
entific explanations. We are charged
to witness to every person in the world.
How do we reach the vast number of
secular and intellectual people, the
ones who run modern science and tech-
nology? You need a common base, and
in their circles, F&SF is of nearly uni-
versal interest. 

Besides, the reader can benefit. Don’t
let science fiction’s unfamiliar words
scare you off. Some folks have told me
they don’t understand what’s in SF
novels, and thus, won’t even try look-
ing at them. I think that’s a crying
shame. 

What better way to learn? Instead
of expensive, boring textbooks, you get
to enjoy an exciting novel! One with
sympathetic characters, unusual
settings and great action, plus sci-
entific concepts you’ll grasp and
hardly know you’ve done it. 

Believe me, it’s not all fancy
gadgets and alien monsters. There
are SF romances, murder mysteries,
military adventures, and so much more.
Good authors do meticulous back-
ground research, and it shows. (Too
bad the movie versions usually trash
all that . . . ) 

Depictions 

A century ago, Jules Verne, HG Wells,
and a handful of others foresaw our
modern world. Sixty-five years ago,
during SF’s Golden Age, editor John
W Campbell set literary standards for
what had become a ‘pulp novel’ busi-
ness. Then George Orwell’s 1984 and
Aldous Huxley’s Brave New World
shocked humanity by portraying how
terrible things could become. 

Science fiction has often been used
to address human concerns from a
fresh perspective. By removing the
scene to an alien world, current prob-
lems can be described without the ‘bag-
gage’ of prejudice and misconceptions.
Stories that predict tragedy have a cau-
tionary value, and are known in the
trade as ‘If This Goes On’ plots. 

Gene Roddenberry’s Star Trek uni-
verse does this very well. I’ve had many
serious chats with my son about the
‘real world’ troubles it obliquely depicts.
(Often, centered upon the planet Bajor.)
Many of its episodes also deal with spir-
itual issues. 

Influences 

The hopes and ideas of each author

are expressed in their novels. Some-
times this happens unconsciously,
while at the other extreme, they pound
you with didactics. 

Most cyberpunk authors are radi-
cals, as with Neal Stephenson’s antigov-
ernment Snow Crash. Quite a few SF
writers are conservative. Michael
Flynn’s The Nanotech Chron-
icles has many good social les-
sons. 

Most fantasy authors are
pagans at heart, and can help
us understand such individ-
uals in real life. On the other
hand, JRR Tolkien, Madeleine
L’Engle, Zenna Henderson,
and a handful of others
invoke their Judeo-
Christian morality. 

In his ‘Pere-
landra’ trilogy,
CS Lewis wrote
about sin and
salvation.
His hero,
Dr.  Ran-
som, vis-
i t s  a
p l a n e t
w h e r e
the Fall
h a d

never occurred; and then another where
he valiantly defeats satan, at the very
brink of ruin. 

This idea expression is also true in
children’s books. The Harry Potter nov-
els are beautifully crafted, if less orig-
inal than many readers suspect. JK
Rowling’s inherent dualism, as with
Potter’s several mirrorish foes, would’ve
shocked Tolkien. Philip Pullman’s ‘His
Dark Materials’ trilogy is wondrous and
exciting—and thoroughly pagan. 

Please enjoy them all, just under-
stand the author’s viewpoint. 

Debates 

F&SF authors, and their fans, are
great debaters. For many, their con-
vention’s high point are the Panels,
where writers and experts hold forth
on a given subject, and are engaged in
vigorous debate by the audience. 

Would extraterrestrials believe in
God? Either way, what sort of ethics
and motivation would govern those
alien’s interactions with each other—
and then, with us? Many hope they’d
be atheists, as are nearly all of Isaac
Asimov’s characters. Others suppose
they’ll have found proof of the Divine,
as in Robert Sawyer’s Calculating God. 

If aliens arose from herbivores, rather
than predators (as we did), how would
that affect their society? How could
aquatic or sessile beings develop tech-
nology? What if the aliens didn’t have

genders, or had more than two? 
No subject is too intense for F&SF,

and each topic reflects upon our human
nature and endeavors. Of course, a
story’s characters can’t be too alien, or
the readers will drop it, with baffled
frustration. 

Discovery 

All of these discussions
remain academic—for now.
As I write this, two rovers
are trundling around on
Mars, searching for evi-
dence that liquid water,

and perhaps life itself, once
existed there. Sorry to say,

there will be no ancient
Martian cities, but life

o f  any  k ind
would be a

mind-blow-
ing  d i s -

covery.
Several

‘First

Human Landing on Mars’ novels
are now in print. 

New space telescopes, far more pow-
erful than the Hubble, will look for oxy-
gen atmospheres on planets around
other stars. Such distant, life-bearing
worlds could be targets for exploration.
It’s even possible that (microbial) life
spread there from our Earth, or visa-
versa, as per Robert Zubrin’s ideas. 

Of course, people really want to find
an intelligent species. Years ago, dur-
ing a Q&A session, someone asked Rev.
Moon about this. His reply was instruc-
tive: “Let’s worry about one planet at
a time.” 

By the year 2004, our radio and TV
signals have spread across dozens of
light years, passing thousands of stars
along the way. Even now, aliens (with
sensitive enough receivers) could be
watching I Love Lucy. 

But what about their signals? The
SETI Institute is listening for any such
broadcasts. That field is swarming with
skeptics and crackpots, but the SETI
folks know what they’re doing. Their
efforts, and actual staff, are well por-
trayed in Carl Sagan’s novel Contact,
and the even better movie version. 

If SETI ever succeeds, it will rank
among history’s greatest discoveries.
Whatever the aliens are like, for us
humans, everything will change. No
matter what they believe, most reli-
gions will have to modify their doc-

trines, or risk becoming a new
Flat Earth Society. (One such
scenario is described in Jack
McDevitt’s The Hercules Text.) 

There is only one way to
find out, and that’s to keep
looking until we find some-
thing out there—or don’t.
Either way, for humanity, that

knowledge will be profound. For now,
only God knows. 

Bibliography 

Here are some excellent, often less-
er known, F&SF titles. Some are part
of a series. You can find them in the
library, on Amazon, or at many Used
Book shops. 

1) Fantasy Worlds: 
Sheepfarmer’s Daughter, by Eliza-

beth Moon. (Comparable to Tolkien.
She can sword fight in real life!) 

Swords in the Mist, by Fritz Leiber
(Rollicking, ribald adventures. My friend
David Wilson edited some of his work.)

2) Alien Interactions: 
Gateway, by Frederick Pohl. (Puz-

zling, hidden aliens.) 
The Pride of Chanur, by CJ Cherryh.

(Cat-like alien heroine.) 
Midnight at the Well of Souls, by Jack

L Chalker. (Amazing transformations.) 
3) Time Travel: 
Atlantis Found, by R Garcia y Robert-

son. (Time travel with Bronze Age humor.) 
The Time Patrol, by Poul Anderson.

(Officer rides his timecycle.) 
The Fires of Paratime, by LE Mode-

sitt. (Corrupt rulers are undone.) 
4) Fantastic Encounters: 
A Logical Magician, by Robert Wein-

berg. (Nerd outfoxes the supernatu-
ral.) 

Magic Kingdom for Sale-Sold! by
Terry Brooks. (Man finds a par-

allel universe.) 
Memnoch the Devil, by Anne

Rice. (Note: adult fare! She
almost gets the Fall of Man
right.) 

5) Big Concepts:
The Star Diaries, by Stanislaw

Lem. (Funny and highly imaginative.) 
Brightness Reef, by David Brin. (Star-

tling aliens, and galactic intrigue.) 
Excession, by Iain Banks. (Huge,

self-aware starships.) 
A Fire Upon the Deep, by Vernor

Vinge. (Interwoven levels of civilization.) 
The Broken Land, by Ian McDonald.

(A silent heroine, and hands-on biotech.) 
6) People Stories:
Resurrection, by Arwen Elys Day-

ton. (Alien lady visits Earth on a des-
perate mission.) 

Rite of Passage, by Alexei Panshin.
(Girl grows up on a starship.) 

Reefsong, by Carol Severance. (Young
woman defends an aquatic world.) 

Way Station, by Clifford D Simak.
(Old codger serves the galaxy.) 

The Final Planet, by Andrew M Gree-
ley. (Irish psychic finds love.) 

Leap Point, by Kay Kenyon. (Small
town lady saves Earth.) 

Contact me for further recommen-
dations. ❖

PAUL

CARLSON
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I
love the conversations I have with
my twelve year old son, Ranin. He
is such a deep thinker and I admire
his insight into people and life.
We had a discussion about what

God might look like. Ranin said that
when he tries to imagine him, he can
only picture big, blurry hands. It says
in the Bible that we were made in His
image but it’s hard to imagine this
big man in the sky, as it were. Does
He really sit on a throne? Does He
have a beard? If He’s omnipresent
and omniscient then how can He
be confined to a finite area, i.e.,
a body, an image? The infinite
defies the finite, and our earth-
ly perception really limits what
we can comprehend.

It doesn’t seem like we humans
can actually perceive God visu-
ally in the way we do each other.
If we were in a room with Him,
He probably wouldn’t extend
a hand and say “how do you
do”, like another person. A
direct encounter would
be nothing like what
we might imagine
it would be. It
might be like
f i n d i n g
ourselves
inside the
sun, or the
center of a
hurricane
o r  s ome
o the r  o v e r -
whelming natural force. When Moses
approached the Burning Bush, his
encounter with God was not wishy
washy. God said to him, take off your
sandals, you’re standing on holy ground.
Moses didn’t bicker, he obeyed.

We humans constantly refer to our
eyesight as proof of something’s exis-
tence. Missouri for example is the “show
me”, state. Doubting Thomas wanted
to see the wounds of Jesus. In Mis-
souri, (and I don’t know why I keep

thinking of Missouri) 25 years ago there
was a big billboard advertising the loca-
tion of the last shoot out of Billy The
Kid. (or was it Jesse James?) The adver-
tisement said, “See the
Bullet Hole!”

W e
don’t

r e a l i z e
how much we’re impacted by

our vision. We evaluate, and
are attracted to things or repelled

by them largely by how they appear
to us. Sometimes we hear a voice singing
or talking on the radio and are sur-
prised when we finally see what the
person looks like. The visual can actu-
ally change our impression.

Nursing babies experience this
too — when they’re nursing, they
probably aren’t thinking, oh, this
is my mom holding me, but they
are surrounded by the familiar smell,
the familiar voice, the familiar taste,
and the familiar close embrace.

I told Ranin that when he grows
up and gets married, he will be able
to perceive his wife with not only
his five physical senses but with
additional senses that are even more
internal and more intense. If he and
his wife pray during their physical
relationship they’ll be more likely
to sense each other’s hearts spiri-
tually. Especially if they invite God
into those moments, they can form
a sort of holy trinity which defies
description. It can go from being a
physical to a metaphysical experi-
ence.

Once I read a book about the life
of a saint. The saint said that he
thought he knew a lot about God.
One day, God appeared to him as
a magnificent light, and he heard a
voice that said, “You must cultivate
the field of your heart so God can

dwell there. Instead of trying to be like
YOU, you should try to become like
ME.” And the saint knew then that he
had hardly begun his journey. 

In our contemplative hours we can
strive to know more by praying, study-

ing scriptures or while trying to
serve humanity and the earth.

Religious people throughout
history have longed to see

the face of God or the
face of Jesus. 

Th i s  l ong ing
makes me think of
a quote I read a few
years ago that goes
with pursuing our
fondest dreams
and the fulfill-
ment of them:

“Don’t aim at
success, the more
you aim at it and
make it a target,

the more you are
going to miss it. For

success, like happi-
ness, cannot be pur-

sued; it must ensue,
and it only does so as the

unintended side-effect of
one’s personal dedication

to a cause greater than one-
self or as the byproduct of one’s

surrender to a person other than
oneself. Happiness must happen
and the same holds for success:
you have to let it happen by not
caring about it. I want you to lis-
ten to what your conscience com-
mands you to do and go on to carry
it out to the best of your knowl-
edge. Then you will live to see that

in the long run — in the long run, I
say! — success will follow you precisely
because you had forgotten to think of
it.” (From the preface of the 1984 Edi-
tion of “Man’s Search for Meaning”, by
Viktor E. Frankl. Viktor Frankl sur-
vived a Nazi concentration camp, large-
ly by living in the feeling of his love for
his wife.)

Those words can be applied to our
relationship with God. If we pray and
pursue God only for the sake of our-
selves, we probably won’t get to know
Him very well, but when we turn our
attention to the things that concern
Him such as the service of His chil-
dren, our brothers and sisters across
the earth, then we feel an internal align-
ment taking place. I believe that the
prayer of God Himself is that we all get
to fully experience Him face to face and
heart to heart someday, and put an
end to all our conjecture. I told my son
to work hard and love hard and do the
right thing, and someday you might
feel this gigantic tap on your shoulder
and you’ll turn around and WOW.

Kim can be found at web site:
“http://worldcommunity.com” and

has email address: kimbrown@world-
community.com.❖
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