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It's been a busy summer for the volunteers of Shine City Project - a group of young Unificationists who 

participate in recurring weekend service projects in and around Las Vegas. The group doubled their 

efforts this year, often volunteering for back-to-back projects the same day. "Despite the long days of 

service, we continued to do our best to offer our hearts and share love to everyone," said Shine City 

Project (SCP) Director, Jeffrey Silerio. 

 

 
 

Throughout June, July and August, Silerio led rotating service projects most weekends, partnering 

frequently with local nonprofits like Opportunity Village, the Doolittle Community Center, the Las Vegas 

Rescue Mission shelter, Ahern Orchard, and more. Volunteers took on a range of tasks, including 



 

 

cooking, cleaning, and serving food, but there were some usual projects, too. 

 

On June 18, eleven SCP volunteers gathered at the entrance of Opportunity Village's Magical Forest to 

clean giant event props - four horses and a carriage. "Normally, the Magical Forest is illuminated and 

lined up with people in the evening hours in December [for all the wintertime events], but it stood empty 

in the summer months and was waiting for the next opportunity to light up again," said Silerio. "Our 

volunteers were there to help make the next event extra special ... We sprayed down the surface of the 

horses to help loosen up grain and dirt. Then, with plastic scrapers and brushes, we slowly shaved away at 

the small grains that were stuck to the horse. It was tough and meticulous work that was messy ... but we 

were able to remove a significant amount of embedded grains." 

 

 
 

The following weekend, SCP was at the Doolittle Community Center "Pop Up and Give" event 

distributing boxes of food to those in need, including families and the elderly. "We had pallets of food to 

hand out, including canned and frozen vegetables, nectarines, milk, cheese, boxed mac and cheese, fish 

sticks, and corn dogs," said Silerio. "The goal was to give away everything we had and leave nothing 

behind." 

 

Silerio recalled a mother and child who were particularly overwhelmed by the love and support they 

received at the food giveaway. "After filling [the mother's] car trunk with food items, tears suddenly 

began to fall from her face," said Silerio. "As it turned out, her family had come from Ukraine and were 

currently residing in Las Vegas as refugees. One of the volunteers rushed to console the mother and give 

her a hug." 

 

  
 

"It was surprising to learn that there was a family thousands of miles from home here at our local food 



 

 

distribution," he said. "It was a humbling experience to be able to provide love and support for this 

family, but it was also a heartbreaking and reality-hitting experience as well. The events that are 

unfolding in Ukraine are unfortunate and tragic, and we pray that there can be more love and peace in this 

world. I hope the food that we were able to give could be a source of comfort for this family." 

 

  
 

With more than a dozen service projects over the summer, SCP volunteers often connected with 

vulnerable community members in need of kindness and care. At the Las Vegas Rescue Mission in early 

July, the group served dinner to the shelter's residents and refilled water pitchers on the table. "Although 

it was a simple task, it was meaningful to serve other people," said Silerio. "Everyone enjoyed their 

dinner. Afterward, we helped clean up the dining tables and chairs and swept the floor. But some of our 

volunteers went above and beyond by helping to clean the floor in the kitchen area. The shelter's staff 

members were incredibly touched by our dedication to help out even more." 

 

From handing out food and serving meals, to planting and harvesting produce at a community garden, 

SCP made this summer one of hard work and service. "In August, we returned to Ahern Orchard a year 

after our first visit," said Silerio. "We had 14 volunteers who mostly participated together with family 

members. As we picked pluots from the trees, we inspected the fruit for any damage before placing them 

into bins." 

 

"It was nice being outdoors," he said. "The orchard is such a precious gem in the middle of Las Vegas, as 

well as the Mojave Desert, but it was also a reminder that goodness always bears fruit." 

 

  
 

  
 

You can see more photos and service projects from Shine City Project here. 
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SHINE CITY PROJECT 

-----ABOUT-----

NINE YEARS AGO, A GROUP OF VOLUNTEERS ORGANIZED A CLEANUP AT THE CORNER OF 
SAHARA AVENUE AND LAS VEGAS BOULEVARD ON . THE SERVICE PROJECT 

WAS HELD IN FRONT OF BONANZA GIFT SHOP, WHICH IS POPULARLY KNOWN AS THE "WORLD'S 
LARGEST GIFT SHOP". THIS OCCASION WOULD MARK THE BEGINNING FOR AN ORGAN IZATION 

WHOSE GOAL WOULD BE TO TURN LAS VEGAS 

IN A CITY OF LUSTFUL DESIRES, GREEDY TRANSACTIONS, AND SELF-INDULGENCES, SH INE CITY 
PROJECT 

NES . WE AIM TO F HEART AND CHARACTI WHO 
WHILE BEING -EWARDS F . TOGETHER, 

WE WILL CREATE A MORE WH ICH IN TURN CAN CREATE A 
MORE _ ._,.\CEFUL WORLI . IF A CHANGE CAN HAPPEN IN LAS VEGAS, 

A CHANGE CAN I ,r .. . _ 

---OUR INSPIRATION---

Rev. Sun Myung Moon and 
Dr. Hak Ja Han Moon 

The inspiration for starting Shine City 
Project came from Rev. Sun Myung 
Moon, and his wife, Dr. Hak Ja Han 
Moon. The two have inspired and 
pioneered for a worldwide movement 



for peace across races, religions, and 
nationalities. By creating loving 
families and by living for the sake of 
others and for the world, world peace 
is achievable. 

"Heaven is not what we are given but what we must build." - Rev. Sun Myung Moon 

--------,OUR AFFILIATES---

YOUTH AND STUDENTS FOR PEACE (YSP USA) 
strives to advance world peace by empowering youth and 
students to become global citizens through character education 

and peace projects supporting the UN Sustainable Development 
Goals. 

COLLEGIATE ASSOCIATION FOR THE RESEARCH OF PRINCIPLES (CARP LAS VEGAS) 
seeks to create an inspired youth movement progressing society to become a global 
family united upon Universa l Principles. We empower young adults to become 

globa l leaders who wi ll contribute towards building a unified world centered upon 
God 's love, by provid ing education and tra ining based upon our core values. 

----WHAT'S NEXT?---

~ IS 09.03.22 
t,J\S VEGAS ~SG"E MISSION 

7:30 - 10:30 09. 10 .22 
SPRINGS P~ER.VE 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT JEFFREY SILERIO 
OR EMAIL SHINECITYPROJECTLV@GMAIL.COM. 

----~GALLERY-----

- -



October 30, 2015@ Haunted Harvest, 

Springs Preserve 

September 2, 2015@ UNLV Involvement 

Fair 

April 26, 2013@ Lorenzi Park 

November 9, 2019@ Just One Project

Helen Marie Smith Elementary School 

August 9, 2014@ Rebel Recycling 
Center 

Our First Service Project (March 16, 2013 
@ World's Largest Gift Shop) 

Interested in joining? 
~ave a service project 

October 20, 2018@ 33 Hole Overlook, 
Lake Mead 

July 31 , 2015@ Las Vegas Rescue 
Mission 

October 13, 2018@ Las Vegas Wash 

with Generation Peace Academy 

Shine City Project's 1st Anniversary 

(March 15, 2014 @ Sunset Park) 

March 9, 2019@ Las Vegas Community 
Healing Garden 

Name* 

March 2, 2019@ Las Vegas Wash 

July 25, 20 15 @ Clean the World 

August 15, 2014@ Mt. Charleston 

April 27, 2019@ Pittman Wash 

Shine City Project's 6th Anniversary 

Celebration (March 16, 2019 @ CARP 

Las Vegas Learning Center) 

August 17, 2019@Catholic Charities of 

Southern Nevada with International 
Leadership Training Program (ILTP) 

Shine City Project's 2nd Anniversary 
Celebration (March 14. 20 15) 

August 22, 2014@ CARP Las Vegas 

House 

April 25, 2014@ El Pollo Loco 

April 20, 2019@ Gilcrease Nature 

Sanctuary 

CONTACT 
EE 


