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To learn about the Unification Church journalists interview... anti-cult journalists. Here anti-
Unification-Church reporter Eight Suzuki (left) is interviewed by the magazine "Bungeishunju.”

Because of the media campaign after the Abe assassination, some young believers had their job
offers cancelled, lost their jobs, and were divorced by their spouses. Original Article at BITTER
WINTER

Kiaki Kojima is another blessed child, a second-generation believer whose parents were married in a
collective wedding. Her mother is Japanese and her father is Korean. She currently works as an employee
for a Family Federation church. She also expressed her thoughts in her petition: "I am a second-
generation churchgoer. I am deeply distressed by what I read and watch in the media day after day. My
parents met and married in a 'blessed marriage' of the Unification Church. Without the church, [ would
not have been born. Whenever the church's dignity is denied, I feel as if my parents' way of life and my
existence are also denied... I respect my parents, who speak out for Japan and for the world. Since I was a
child, I looked forward to going to church on Sundays. The church members always treated me well, like
family. Don't take this comfort of the heart away from us. [ was really shocked to hear from the leader of
Japan, Prime Minister Kishida, that 'the former Unification Church is an anti-social organization.' Please,
please do not think that the information spread now by the media tells the real story of the church. I hope
you will listen to both sides and come to a fair judgment."”

Yoko Ueda grew up with parents who were blessed only after Yoko's birth. She currently works for a
church-affiliated company. This is the statement Ueda prepared, hoping she would be able to read it as a
representative of the believers.

"I am a second-generation believer, born and raised by parents who are faithful members of the Family
Federation for World Peace and Unification (the former Unification Church). For as long as I can
remember, going to church has been a part of my life. [ have been observing the church for about twenty
years until today. We all know that the church has flaws and problems. In fact, I think we second-
generation members know better than others what needs to be fixed in our church. Of course, the church
has changed a lot in the last twenty years. The change is still ongoing. I have watched my parents strive to
improve their mutual love and characters through the teachings of the church. I truly respect them, and
believe they have a great personality like no one else. I truly believe that it is because of the Unification
Church and the Family Federation that today I have a family filled with happiness."

"What is being said and reported in Japanese society today, Ueda's text went on to say, does not represent
the church as it really is. Why are some trying to dissolve a church which brings so much joy to our hearts
while eliciting public sympathy for the assassin who took the life of former Prime Minister Abe? Why do
you only listen to some lawyers and ex-members whose ideology conflicts with ours, but not to the voices
of those who remain in the church? Are we church members second-class citizens? Are we a group of evil
people comparable to the indiscriminate murderers of Aum Shinrikyo? Are we not even allowed to exist?
Some churches were forced to move out of their premises, and some stores that we used to do business
with stopped selling goods to us. And that is not all. Some of us have been rejected by higher education



institutions, had their job offers cancelled by the companies that made them, were forced to resign from
their jobs, and even were divorced or attempted suicide. Since we are religious people, many believers
grit their teeth and bear the situation, no matter how unreasonable the treatment they receive is. However,
when I think of the church that has taken care of me since I was a child, and of many lovely church
members, my feeling is that I cannot remain silent and do nothing about it. For this reason, [ am
submitting a petition signed by 23,000 believers today."

As Ueda claimed in her petition, the extremely biased media coverage of the former Unification Church
has deeply hurt the Family Federation members, both first-generation and second-generation.

The recently released book by disgruntled Unification Church ex-member Sayuri Ogawa. Masumi
Fukuda and Bitter Winter exposed her story as false.

"We hear from believers of our parents' generation that watching TV really makes them feel distressed,
depressed, hyperventilating, and mentally tortured, Ueda said. Also, some first-generation believers feel
sorry for the second-generation members, for letting all this happen to them."

"At first, Kojima told me, when I watched news that were so different from the reality of the Family
Federation, I thought that they misunderstood us, that [ had to clear up the misunderstanding quickly, and
I wondered how I could tell the truth. So I have been on YouTube, and have been sending out information
earnestly. But gradually, I began to realize that it was not just a misunderstanding in good faith. They had
a clear idea of what message they wanted to convey, and were only looking for witnesses who would
confirm that idea. What we, second-generation members favorable to the Church, would say would not
matter."

Actually, disgruntled ex-members, both first- and second-generation, are everywhere in the media. They
all use pseudonyms and are extremely critical of the church. The media present a stereotypical image of
the ex-members, and manage to keep the current members invisible from the public opinion.

"But the media, Kojima said, are aware of the criticism that current active believers are nowhere to be
seen in their reports, so they are actually looking for some of them to be interviewed. It seems that the
believers who are on Twitter are being contacted one after another."

However, the media try to pick and choose believers fitting their agenda. They can be a little bit positive
about the church. But their words and actions should express some doubts, and they should absolutely
mention something negative too. Otherwise, the media would quickly cut them off, or would edit their
comments. This is how they operate. Some current believers may be happy to break free of their
invisibility and become visible for one moment only, even if the media would quote only one remark out
of context. But this is not the reality of them.

Kojima reported that "a friend who fights valiantly on Twitter told me that even if they contact current
active members, when they realize that they have a firm faith and are not wavering, they just say, 'Okay,'
and hang up."

As aresult of the news reports, believers are subjected to unjustified discriminatory labels such as "anti-
social" or "cultists" every day. This is hate speech. Paradoxically, it is the anti-Unification-Church camp
and the members of the National Network of Lawyers Against Spiritual Sales, including attorney Masaki



Kito, who calls himself a "human rights lawyer," who consistently violate human rights by spreading hate
speech.

Ueda explained it in detail. "Those who had some direct contact with the Family Federation believers and
have been exposed to our doctrines would never use these derogatory labels, she said. The image of the
Family Federation members circulating in our society is that believers are brainwashed robots, but in
reality, they are kind-hearted and humane persons. I would ask you to consider that these labels are
causing unspeakable pain to second-generation believers, who are in the midst of their sensitive
adolescence, and are fundamentally denied to be who they are. Current media reports are a mixture of
exaggerations, lies, and speculation. Please stop hurting the members of the Family Federation. I want
people to know what the church really is."

Saito also sadly stated, "I just went overseas to do fundraising, missionary work, and volunteer for God
and my fellow human beings. I have been proud of my activities, but now I feel like I have been told all I
did was evil. If there have been past faults of the church, I feel sorry for them, but it is sad and distressing
that the media are only telling the most negative part of the story."

Kojima also expressed her disappointment and frustration. "We did not kill anyone, and we do not fit the
definition of 'anti-social' at all. So I am shocked to be called anti-social. If I were not a second-generation
Family Federation member myself, after reading the media I might also have accused them and concluded
I did not want to get involved with the church. However, what is being reported in the media is far from
the truth, and this is very sad. I don't know what I can do now to make people understand, I am really at a
loss for words."

Second-generation and first-generation members of the Unification Church at a 2013 rally in Japan

Once, reporters followed Kojima when she went to church. Whenever she went outside of the church,
reporters with cameras would follow her, asking questions such as, "Were you told how to vote in the
elections?", "What do you think of large donations?", and keep following her around.

"I was very eager to tell them the truth about the church, she said. However, | knew that even if |
answered these questions, my answers would be cut out of the interview if [ would not tell them what
they wanted to hear. I wanted to talk with them and at the same time I felt I should not. This dilemma was
painful."

Serious discrimination is also taking place. As I mentioned earlier, Kojima is currently an employee of a
Family Federation church. Her friend, who is also an employee, lost her room because her rental contract
for the apartment was not renewed. The landlord stated that she was an employee of the Family
Federation, and they could not rent to a member of the former Unification Church, so the contract was
terminated. After that, she visited several real estate agencies, but could not find even a room to rent. She
was desperate and asked her acquaintances, "Do you know of any place where I can stay?" Soon
thereafter, she was able to find an apartment she could share with somebody else, until finally she found
her own place to rent.

There are also cases of students who graduated from a former-Unification Church-affiliated university in
South Korea who have had their job offers cancelled by Japanese companies, one after the other.















