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Lawrence Nevin Colglazier - September 22, 1950 – July 16, 2014 
 
The eldest child of Floyd and Mary Colglazier, Nevin was born September 22, 1950 in Walnut Park, 
California. He is survived by younger brother Alan, sister Marianne Rischl, his mother Mary, wife Petra, 
and their two children, Ruth and Hans. Nevin peacefully succumbed to brain cancer on Wednesday July 
16, 2014, at 7:45pm at a Hospice facility in Maryland with Petra, Ruth and Hans at his side. 
 
Growing up Southern California, Nevin was always the youngest in his class, so he had to work extra 
hard in school. At Western High School in Anaheim, he participated in choir and theatre; and traveled 
locally and to Canada performing as the “Living Christmas Tree”. The choir produced several albums. He 
performed as the Cowardly Lion in the Wizard of Oz (we know that Nevin is among the most 
courageous). 
 

He went on to graduate from California State University/Long Beach 
in Criminology and dedicated his life to helping young people. While 
visiting UC Berkeley in 1975, Nevin was introduced to the 
Unification Church, and became actively involved. Nevin’s earlier 
experiences with EST (Erhard Seminar Training) helped him to 
develop his purpose and vision in life. In 1976, he participated in the 
Yankee Stadium campaign, then helped bring 300,000 people to the 
Washington Monument Rally in September of that year. 
 
Nevin worked for several years to help build International Exchange 
Maintenance, a local business in Oakland and Los Angeles. Following 
that, he participated on MFT (Mobile Fundraising Teams) for a 

number of years. He then attended the Unification Theological Seminary in Barrytown, New York, where 
he graduated in 1982. 
 
Nevin was Blessed in marriage to Petra Roller on July 1, 1982 at Madison Square Garden. In 1977, Nevin 
introduced his younger sister Marianne (Rischl) to the Unification Church – she was also Blessed in 
marriage at the same event. Nevin and Petra built a home and family together, raising Ruth (27) and Hans 
(24). 
 
While serving as a State Leader for the church in Connecticut, Nevin was injured and hooked to an IV for 
six months to save his foot – all the while driving a motor home for the CAUSA campaign (committed to 
ending communism and the cold war). It was during this same time that Reverend Moon had been 



imprisoned in Danbury, CT. In the later 1980’s and early 1990’s, both Nevin and Petra worked with the 
Washington Times newspaper. 
 
Nevin was hardworking, generous and had an absolute love for God. He will be as he was on earth, in 
action and creating the space for God and True Parents to dwell. Thank you for your love and prayers. 
 
Here is a message from Nevin’s son, Hans: 
 
Good Afternoon Friends, Family, and Loved Ones. This message is meant to reach and be kept with the 
individuals who have expressed genuine energy, thought, and love for my myself, my family, and 
ultimately my father. You have all had a different involvement and impact in the chapter that has now 
ended, and are welcome to transition with us into this new one. 
 
On July 16, 2014 at 7:30 in the evening at Northwest Hospital in Randallstown, MD my Father, Lawrence 
Nevin Colglazier, stepped into God's Grace in the Spirit Realm. He did so with his family by his side, 
surrounding him with Pure Love, High Vibrations, and Prayer. My father was a representation and a 
believer in what he called AIRR– 

Authenticity 
Integrity 
Respect and Responsibility 

 
This is not meant to be much more than a notification to the ones who should have such. My family and I 
thank you so much for your messages and different roles that you all play, which you individually know. 
*I* thank you so much. From here, we move forward with our heads high and with an intensity of all 
becoming better in our lives. Let’s do it for ourselves, but more so for others first. Furthermore, don’t feel 
the need right now to contact me. I will contact you in time. Thank you. 
 
P.S — I once read something that I Love. Hopefully we all can move forward with HEART– 
 

Hunger For Wisdom 
Expect The Best 
Act With Responsibility 
Respond With Courage 
Think “Others First” 

 
~ Hans Robert Colglazier 
 
 
A Seong Hwa Ceremony was held at 6130 Spurwood Drive in Colorado Springs, CO at 10am on Friday 
July 18, 2014 
 


