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In Memory of Michael Candelaresi 

 

Michael Candelaresi 

 

Spouse: Arlene Candelaresi 

 

Children: Milene, Arael, Andrew, Elishia 

 

Birthdate: February 14, 1948 

 

Seonghwa Ceremony: December 27, 2021 

 

Michael Candelaresi was born on February 14, 1948, which almost 

had him named Valentino by his Catholic parents, Anthony 

Candelaresi and Margaret Driscoll Candelaresi. He was always 

grateful that did not come to pass. As a child, his family lived with 

his mother's Irish family and shared Sunday dinners with his father's Italian family. Michael was the 

oldest of 6; Pat Candelaresi, Carol Long, Tim Candelaresi, Katie Rehm, and Susan Bauer. He was raised 

with love and an ethos that children should be seen, not heard. 

 

When Michael was entering high school his father 

suffered medical complications resulting in partial 

paralysis. At this point, Michael's life drastically 

changed. He became pivotal in helping raise his 3 

youngest siblings while his parents dealt with the 

results of his father's partial paralysis. It was also 

during his high school years that he developed 

Crohn's Disease which he struggled with for the 

rest of his life. Through all of these experiences, 

Michael and his siblings developed a deep bond 

that has endured and remains strong to this day. 

 

 

From his childhood years until his death, Michael 

was a kind and soft soul. In high school he became 

friends with intellectuals and musicians, finding 

them kindred spirits. During college, he began 

writing poetry. He recently told a story of the first 

time he heard Bob Dylan and realized how 

differently a person could think about the questions 

in life. Some years after college Jack Gerow, his 

life-long friend got Michael involved with the 

Unification Church. In his early days with the 

church, Michael was proud of his part in helping to start the Il Hwa business and buying land for the 

horse farm. 



 

 

 

In 1979 he was married to Arlene Rosenfeld which led to the lives of their four children; Milene Haft, 

Arael Seher, Andrew Candelaresi, and Elishia Candelaresi as well as 8 grandchildren. Arlene used diet to 

work wonders in managing Michael's Crohn's. With his children and wife, Michael moved back to 

Cincinnati to be with his siblings and continue church work. 

 

He was an extremely kind and generous person, 

always offering rides or hours of conversation for 

anyone who was struggling. He was a philosopher 

and always wondered what was behind and ahead 

of the matter at hand. His children knew that if they 

misbehaved they would not be grounded or 

spanked but rather would have to talk to dad for 

hours about what's right and wrong or why they 

acted out or how they're feeling. 

 

As an adult Michael continued to pursue education, 

getting his undergraduate and master's degree in 

economics after the age of 45. He often grew to 

like new bands, even into his 70's. He also 

continued to pursue interests in technology. His 

newest hobby was taking pictures of the sky on his 

cellphone. He loved the sky and often interrupted 

the conversation to have those around look at the 

moon, stars, or sunset. These are places we will 

continue to look for signs from Michael. 

 

A Seonghwa Ceremony, which is the memorial 

service in the Unification Church tradition, will be 

held at 3:00 PM on Monday, December 27, 2021 at 

Mihovk-Rosenacker Funeral Home (5527 Cheviot Rd, Cincinnati, Ohio 45247) for those who would like 

to attend. A livestream will be available below for those unable to attend. A visitation will be held 

immediately following from 5p-7pm, also at the funeral home. Masks are preferred by the family for 

those in attendance. 

 

Seonghwa Ceremony 

 

In-Person and Online 

 

Date: Monday, December 27, 2021 

Time: 3:00 PM EST (followed by a special family visitation at 5PM) 

 

Mihovk Rosenacker Funeral Home 

5527 Cheviot RD 

Cincinnati, Ohio 45247 

 

Please follow all COVID protocols and masks are preferred by the family for those in attendance. 

 

Online viewing link can be found here under the obituary. 

 

Obituary for Michael R. Candelaresi 



 

 

 

View details at www,mrfh,com/obituary/michael-candelaresi 

 

If you wish to send flowers see this link: www,mrfh,com 

 

Or en lieu of flowers you could make a donation to: 

 

TheKingMakerFoundation 

 

Checks are to made to: 

 

The Kingmaker Foundation 

2714 Chesterfield Blvd 

Norfolk,VA 23504 

 

Please support the ongoing needs of the family at: 

 

GO FUND ME for Funeral Expenses: gofund.me/45046a07 

 

STORIES ♥️ Share your stories about Michael Candelaresi 

 

And whatever you choose, I hope you can also just share a story on his Facebook page or by email to: 

StoriesForMichaelCandelaresi@ gmail,com 
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Our beloved husband, father, and brother Michael Candelaresi, passed 

from this physical earth on Wednesday, Dec. 15. While Michael lived a 

long and full life, his passing was a shocking loss to the physical world. 

Throughout his life Michael was full of warmth, wisdom, and stories. 

He was a devoted husband, unconditionally loving father and 

grandfather as well as a man who dedicated his life to bringing peace 

and healing to the world. His passion led him to become the pastor of 

The Cincinnati Family Church for many years and he remained active 

in promoting peace by sharing ideal family values with as many people 

as he could reach. He was a man who wanted to alleviate the suffering 

of others. We often wonder if this is because he suffered himself as he 

dealt with Crohn's disease for most of his life. He had a healing energy, 

Reiki, and would sit or kneel next to people for hours to comfort them 

and heal their pain. Another thing he was known for was his 

storytelling and love of words. You could watch his eyes search every 

corner of his mind as it chose the next path in the woods. He would 

laugh to prompt your laughter, and raise his eyebrows to let you know 

this was the really exciting part of the story! 

We are devastated by his loss, but we know that he is in a better place. 

If you would like to give support during this difficult time of transition 

all donations are greatly appreciated. 
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Our prayers, thoughts, and love t o Michael , Arlene, and the 

fami ly during this trying time. May Heavenly Parent's 

abundant blessings and grace be wit h all of you! 

4hrs 

$7,457 raised of $20,000 goal 

66 donations 

0 c...o 

0 c...o 

0 c...o 

Share 

Donate now 

9 people just donated 

GARY HILLIER 

$SO Recent donation 

Melvin & Holly Haft 

$1,000 Ism donation 

Christopher Fox 
$100 First donation 

[ Seeall ] 0 Seetop 



o Jason & Jenni Tobkin donated $100 
c._o 

Love you guys. See you soon. 

2d 

o Grace Sasaki donated $100 
c._o 

Sending love and prayers for your family as you cope with this 

sudden transition 

3d 

o Lar ry & Cathy Rolfes donated $100 
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We were so shocked and saddened to hear about Michael. 

Wishing you peace. 
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I don't know Michael Candelaresi, I've never met him but he 

seems like he was a great dad to his kids and an awesome 

community leader, I just wish his circle was larger so more 

people could remember him t oo and honor his passing. Hope 

this brings ... Read more 
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What a great couple and a loving, r ighteous family. We pray 

that the love of God and True Parents will guide Michael and 

comfort his family. 
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MICHAEL'S OBITUARY
Michael Candelaresi was born on February 14, 1948, which almost had him named Valentino by
his Catholic parents, Anthony Candelaresi and Margaret Driscoll Candelaresi. He was always
grateful that did not come to pass. As a child, his family lived with his mother’s Irish family and
shared Sunday dinners with his father’s Italian family. Michael was the oldest of 6; Pat Candelaresi,
Carol Long, Tim Candelaresi, Katie Rehm, and Susan Bauer. He was raised with love and an ethos
that children should be seen, not heard.

When Michael was entering high school his father suffered medical complications resulting in
partial paralysis. At this point, Michael’s life drastically changed. He became pivotal in helping
raise his 3 youngest siblings while his parents dealt with the results of his father’s partial paralysis.
It was also during his high school years that he developed Crohn's Disease which he struggled with
for the rest of his life. Through all of these experiences, Michael and his siblings developed a
deep bond that has endured and remains strong to this day.

From his childhood years until his death, Michael was a kind and soft soul. In high school he
became friends with intellectuals and musicians, finding them kindred spirits. During college, he
began writing poetry. He recently told a story of the first time he heard Bob Dylan and realized
how differently a person could think about the questions in life. Some years after college Jack
Gerow, his life-long friend, got Michael involved with the Unification Church. In his early days with
the church Michael was proud of his part in helping to start the Il Hwa business and buying land
for the horse farm.

In 1979 he was married to Arlene Rosenfeld which led to the lives of their four children; Milene
Haft, Arael Seher, Andrew Candelaresi, and Elishia Candelaresi as well as 8 grandchildren. Arlene
used diet to work wonders in managing Michael’s Crohn’s. With his children and wife, Michael
moved back to Cincinnati to be with his siblings and continue church work. 
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He was an extremely kind and generous person, always offering rides or hours of conversation for
anyone who was struggling. He was a philosopher and always wondered what was behind and
ahead the matter at hand. His children knew that if they misbehaved they would not be grounded
or spanked but rather would have to talk to dad for hours about what’s right and wrong or why
they acted out or how they’re feeling. 

As an adult Michael continued to pursue education, getting his undergraduate and master’s
degree in economics after the age of 45. He often grew to like new bands, even into his 70’s. He
also continued to pursue interests in technology. His newest hobby was taking pictures of the sky
on his cellphone. He loved the sky and often interrupted conversation to have those around look
at the moon, stars, or sunset. These are places we will continue to look for signs from Michael.

A Unification Church memorial service will be held at 3pm on Monday, December 27, 2021 at
Mihovk-Rosenacker Funeral Home (5527 Cheviot Rd, Cincinnati, Ohio 45247) for those would like
to attend. A livestream will be available below for those unable to attend. A visitation will be held
immediately following from 5p-7pm, also at the funeral home. Masks are preferred by the family
for those in attendance.

 

Live Stream Starting
3 PM

Click here if you are having stream troubles.

To plant Memorial Trees in memory of Michael R. Candelaresi, please click here to visit our Sympathy Store.

READ MORE 

SERVICE
Mihovk Rosenacker Funeral

  Monday, December 27, 2021

  3:00 PM

 



Home
  Email Details

  5527 Cheviot RD
Cincinnati, Ohio 45247

  Masks preferred.

DIRECTIONS 

VISITATION
Mihovk Rosenacker Funeral
Home

  Monday, December 27, 2021

  5:00 PM - 7:00 PM

  Email Details

  5527 Cheviot RD
Cincinnati, Ohio 45247

  Masks preferred.

DIRECTIONS 

MIHOVK ROSENACKER FUNERAL HOME
5527 Cheviot RD

Cincinnati, OH 45247
  513-385-0511
 513-385-8957

© 2018 - 21 MIHOVK ROSENACKER FUNERAL HOME. All Rights Reserved.
Website by Batesville, Inc.

SEND FLOWERS
Express your condolences with flowers
sent to Michael's memorial service
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Honor a loved one by planting trees in
their memory.
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Share your thoughts and memories of Michael

VIEW & SIGN 

SYMPATHY CARD
Share your thoughts and memories with

family and friends of Michael
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