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Hello Goldies, Welcome to the new look! It's all the same content with

a simpler format. We hope you enjoy!

This month features Bruce Sutchar's Personal Assessment, Unfication
Thought Piece on Godism and the Future, Thoughts from Christine
Libon and Michael Downey's Korean History!

This Month's Message
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My Personal Assessment

by Bruce Sutchar

As 2025 begins, | am finding that many first-generation members are feeling uneasy.

These are members who love God and True Parents very much. They are frustrated with their
local churches. Many of them did not join a church, but rather a movement guided by and
following the ideas of Rev. Sun Myung Moon. In San Francisco, there was not even a Sunday

Service. Members either witnessed, fundraised or attended the weekend workshop.

They were willing to sacrifice tremendously, in hopes that their sacrifices would help rejuvenate
the United States. Many had finished college, others had dropped out after meeting the
Unification Movement, and most were concerned that their efforts might join those of other like-
minded young people who stood against, not just what they viewed as an unjust war in Southeast

Asia but also the corruption in the government and the violation of the environment.

They were willing to sleep in sleeping bags on the floor like caterpillars (from Mrs. Durst),
foregoing restaurants, movie theaters, rock concerts and even going home for the
holidays. Mostly “western” members, they came from nearly every English-speaking country in
the world, albeit many with funny accents. But most valuable, they were willing to give up all
their worldly goods and career paths (as Jesus had asked the rich man) to contribute their lives

to fulfilling God’s dreams.

As the years progressed, they participated in all the providential activities involved in Madison
Square Garden, Yankee Stadium, Washington Monument, “three days of fasting for “Forgive, Love
and Unite” and seven days at the UN for North Korean freedom, the founding of UTS, CARP, the

Inchon Movie, signature campaigns galore and so many other projects initiated by True Parents.

The movement continued to grow in America, though not quite reaching its goal of 30,000
members. While so many other new religious groups faded out, the Unification Movement
continued to grow. Yet True Father never claimed to form a church. He even changed the name
from Unification Church to the Family Federation. However, as local centers across the country

began to grow, they also began to evolve into traditional church structures.

Though today we have an American UC President and North American continental leader being
Western for the first time, many of the church leaders and members are Oriental. They seem to
be following the traditional ways of a church. This has frustrated many of the older American

members who no longer participate in their regional church programs.

Most of the first generation’s children are millennials (born between the 1982 Blessing and
1995) and, with few exceptions, they are not involved in the church. Their values are significantly

different from ours and from those of Generation “Z” (born after 1995).



The kids born since 1995 are now avidly attending the church programs, CARP and joining GPA
at a significant rate. My doctoral dissertation has taught me that this difference is primarily
generational. While the millennials seem primarily focused on their jobs, their houses, and their
careers, they aren’t into politics (most often they don’t vote) and they don’t seem enamored of
American History, including the traditions of the Founding Fathers. They are family-oriented,
may love God and have traditional family values that they were taught by their Unification

parents, but their ideals are quite opposite from the early American members.

[ always wondered where the early American members were (especially those who joined under
Young Oon Kim), and now that we have been in the church for 50 years and are ourselves elder
members, we are on our own and simply choose how much to involve ourselves in church
projects. One seminary graduate I know, who had given numerous sermons over the years, is

not even asked to speak in his own local church anymore.

So, on April 13th the Cheon Won Gung was dedicated and many first-generation members flew to
Korea and attended the festivities with True Mother. Yet, many more did not. True Mother was

accompanied on the stage by two of her grandsons, who were also anointed for a special position.

Where our movement will go from here is yet to be seen. The leadership of our church is
changing, with more and more second-generation children taking leadership positions, while
more and more first-generation members, although still faithful to God and True Parents, are
stepping back from everyday church activities. This could be due to the fact that our movement
is truly morphing into a “traditional” church structure. True Parents’ theology and lifestyle is

continuing to guide our lives and to be as strong as ever.

Bruce Sutchar

April 24,2025

Unification Thoughts

Thoughts on Godism and the Future

Why this topic?

Due to some conversations, some assertions maintaining that the Unification Principle[1] (and
Godism in general) is hard to read or even relate to anymore—especially for young adults[2]—
plus one nation’s dissolution of its Holy Community and its effect on the blessed children there,

thoughts arise concerning how True Parents’ teachings will affect the future. Acknowledging the



wide variances of perspectives within a family - let alone in a global community - there’s at least

one important factor to consider. This article focuses narrowly on just that one factor. ...

To read more, please click here!

A Simple Inspiration

“Never regret a day in your life.

Good days give you happiness

Bad days give you experience
Worst days give you lessons and

The best days give you memories.”

Testimonies, Thoughts and Tributes
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We Are Guided

by Christine Libon

One thing that I continually request of God is: “Please lead and guide me.” For my life, this is of
utmost importance. And it amazes me how the guidance manifests. I will get an inspiration to do

something and, a year later, or sometimes in the next instant, that inspiration becomes a reality!



For example, [ had an inspiration that if [ gave a book to a specific person, it would help them.
Circumstances changed and that book just sat on my shelf (what a waste) until [ really wanted to
give it away. I tried to give it to another person but somehow that didn’t work out. Finally, the
situation arose in which I could give it to the exact person about whom I originally had the

inspiration.

So often I get thoughts that I consider to be like whispers of angels or guiding spirits telling me
very specific small things I should do - for example, “Call them,” or “Pray for them,” or “Send
them a photo, an email.” And I act on these thoughts. I was told that the more we act on

inspirations, the more new inspirations will come.

Indeed, sometimes the inspirations come with urgency, a sense of desperation conveying to me
that [ must act now; my whole being senses the urgency so intensely that it almost controls me. |
once told a friend that it feels “like holding back a team of horses” as I must sometimes wait for

the right moment to act.

Whenever my inspirations manifest, I am greatly reassured that my prayers requesting guidance
are indeed heard and answered. A sense of fulfillment comes to me as I later reflect on the
occurrences of my day, and also a sense that things were meant to be. A sense of inner stability
and peace comes to me, knowing that in this immense world with people going in so many

different directions, my life is guided.

A History of Korea, Part 1



By Michael Downey

When studying the history of a people or territory, there are usually a lot of events and dates
involved. The longer the period of time under consideration, the more dates, events, and people
have to be memorized. The history of Korea is such a long history. Said to be 6,000 years long or
longer, it has plenty of memorizable items. For me, such events are needed to form a framework.
The real interesting thing is the people and whatever meaning can be derived from their lives as

they played out long ago. . ..

To read more, please click here!

Dear Golden Age Members

After a devastating illness to her husband 2nd generation member, Yeol-Shim
Francesca Bell-Miller has taken on the sole financial support of her couple. Please
consider helping them by employing Yeol-Shim’s service to help on your memoir,
manuscript or other written materials. She has written to me:

“I've been posting about my current situation on my Facebook and the Love &
Support for Sunhyun Miller Facebook page. | have mentioned my recent
circumstances and subsequent shift to becoming the sole income earner of my
and my husband’s household. | ask for just a few minutes of your time to help me



support Sunhyun and myself. Please post this ad:”

Thank you so much,
Francesca Bell-Miller

"A Philosophical Approach to Mental Health Based on Hans-Georg
Gadamer’s Hermeneutics” by Edmond M. Charley

| am happy to announce this new publication, which | edited, is now available
on Amazon for Kindle.

Responding to the need for innovative and holistic interventions to address
mental illness, Edmond Charley reviews a novel approach based on philosophy,
specifically Hans-Georg Gadamer’s hermeneutics. While conventional
approaches to understanding and treating mental illness tend to overlook
individualized experiences and experiential dimensions this approach prioritizes
and values professional empathy, interpretation, and interactions between
caregivers and patients.

Charley’s analysis offers valuable insights that will benefit mental health
professionals and practitioners, including social workers, nurses, patient
advocates, and more.



Print copies as well as ePub version ebooks are also available to purchase.

Jennifer P. Tanabe, Ph.D.
jenniferptanabe,com/




The Golden Age Newsletter began as a small Clifton Senior newsletter about 3 years ago.
ARTICLE GUIDELINES

Purpose: The Golden Age newsletter has been created as a means to keep our elder community
connected to one another. Articles are not in any way meant to proselytize or push a point of

view.

[t is a place to share God’s Love - what is positive in our life as a result of finding our Heavenly

Parent and True Parents.

Motto: “This is the Dawning of our New Age” - We are always in the process of redefining
ourselves as we grow older and as we add experiences to our lives. Therefore, we must

consider how God can use us even when we may be decreasing in our physical capabilities.

The e-newsletter is broken down into eight sections:

1. A Featured Message of Inspiration — Helping others to feel hope and inspiration for the
establishment of CIG.

2. “Unification Thoughts” - any educational article on the "Fifth Realm of Heart" -
Grandparents’ heart

3. History Byte - A short article on a positive memory, a funny or affectionate story about
experiences in the church with True Parents or with brothers and sisters or an article
about the development/experience of helping to develop one of True Parents’
providential projects or events.

4. Arts and Culture - A sharing about one's talents, hobbies or interests and how this
relates to sharing God's love (to family, community, nation or world).

5. Tributes and Testimonies- a personal testimony of one or more life learning
experiences or a Tribute to a spouse, friend, or leader

6. Health - An article that relates to health (physical or mental), possibly providing a link
to an article you think might be interesting or important to other seniors.

7. 1Love being a Grandparent - stories about grandparenting or about things to do with
grandchildren

8. Recipe - Preferably a healthy recipe along with 2-3 paragraphs about what makes it a
good or memorable recipe.

9. Book Review - report on a book that inspires thoughts toward a world of peace

10. Bulletin board - reports on personal activities, or request help on a project

Did someone forward this to you? Subscribe to the Golden Age

Newsletter here!























