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Hirohisa Koide, victim of kidnapping, a 2 year long forcible detention, and attempted deprogramming 

 

29 years old medical doctor kidnapped after father was tricked by deprogrammers in Japan 

 

Hirohisa Koide, a Japanese medical doctor and author, gave an amazing testimony of how he was 

kidnapped, forcibly detained for two years as professional deprogrammers attempted to get him to give up 

his faith. 

 

He is the author of "Escape from Kidnapping", his 232-page 

story published in Japanese by Kogensha 20th September 2023 

- a revised edition of 1996 publication. 

 

He shared his story at a special symposium on the theme "Who 

destroy the family!" 10th September 2023 at the Shibuya, 

Tokyo headquarters of the Family Federation of Japan. It was 

organised by the Japanese Victims' Association against 

Religious Kidnapping and Forced Conversion. At the 

symposium, several victims of horrendous deprogramming 

attempts spoke. 

 

Koide was introduced by Mamoru Kamono, a spokesperson for 

the association of victims, with the words, 

 

"The next presenter is Mr Hirohisa Koide. He was born in 

Tokyo in 1962. When he was a student at the School of 

Medicine at Jichi Medical University in the city of Shimotsuke, 

he encountered the Unification Principles. He has been 

actively engaged in missionary work. 

 

In June 1992, he was suddenly abducted and forcibly confined by members of a group of deprogrammers, 

including Takashi Miyamura. Over a period of two years, Koide was subjected to numerous 

brainwashing attempts, but he was able to escape. 

 

Currently, while engaged in medical work, he also devotes himself to exposing the inhumane and criminal 

methods used by the group of deprogrammers. Today, he will deliver a speech titled 'Contempt for Belief 

in God and Buddha, and how National Network of Lawyers (Zenkoku Benren) believe themselves to be 

saviours'. Let us all welcome him with a big round of applause." 

 

Here is the first part of Koide's story 

 
Front cover page of "Escape from 

Kidnapping" by Hirohisa Koide 



 

 

 

Contempt for Belief in God and Buddha, and how "National Network of Lawyers" believe 

themselves to be saviours 

 

As I was listening to Mrs. Nakajima's [another victim] story today, I thought that I myself have been in 

the position both of a victim, and at one point I was also in the position of a perpetrator. Therefore, I 

really want to make amends for my wrongdoings and seek redemption. I believe that it is for my own sake 

that I am able to stand up today and even publish this book. 

 

My family 

 

I, myself, was raised by a father who was deeply devoted to the Tenrikyo faith. Growing up, I was 

immersed in a world of belief in God and prayer. On my mother's side, there were many educators and 

doctors and a tendency to be somewhat skeptical of new religious movements. 

 

Therefore, since I was a child, I grew up knowing that there are two ways of thinking and perceiving 

things. And, if anything, I wanted to follow the path of religion, but I ended up entering medical school. 

 

Kidnapping 

 

This is a photo of the apartment in Ogikubo in 

Tokyo where I was first confined. (Photo 

shown) It is a very ordinary apartment. I was 

29 years old and working at a general hospital 

in Tokyo. 

 

It was a general hospital, but the director and 

the president were followers of the Family 

Federation for World Peace and Unification, 

and there were many working there who 

believed in God and Buddha. My parents did 

not agree with me working at that hospital. In 

fact, they had already obtained a lot of 

information that made them anxious. They had 

contact with a deprogrammer named Takashi 

Miyamura in Ogikubo. And they were 

preparing to pull me away from the Family Federation and have me meet a deprogrammer. 

 

I myself was not aware of that at all. But I did notice that something was wrong with my parents. And 

then, in June 1992, when I returned to my parents' home, I was suddenly surrounded by about 20 

relatives, and then my father said, 'I can't forgive you for joining and working for a criminal organization. 

I have prepared a place where we can talk calmly.' I thought, "Oh no". 

 

Surrounded by about 10 people, including my relatives, I shouted, "Help me, I'm going to be killed!" But 

they forced me into a van and drove me to this flat. I have, however, no idea where it was. 

 

I knew that it was a room in a flat somewhere. When I was brought into the flat, I felt I understood it all. I 

sensed this was the reason why my parents had been acting strangely. 

 

 There, I couldn't see out of the window, and the door was 

chained. It wasn't an environment where I could easily escape. 

To begin with, about ten relatives stayed together with me there. 

 

I was forced to give up my profession as a doctor after just one 

night. After that, I was never able to contact the hospital. 

Overnight, I went from being someone who cared about the 

patients and the ward every day, and who carried a pager, to 

someone who had nothing to do with them. 

 

Then, relatives and ex-members asked me, "Explain to us the 

absurdities of the doctrine and the activities of the Family 

Federation." Straightaway, I thought that it was not my 

responsibility to explain that to former believers. 

 

At that time the Family Federation was called Holy Spirit 

Association for the Unification of World Christianity. So I said, 

"I'll introduce you to someone I know there, why don't you ask 

him." I said something like that, but they didn't take me seriously at all. 

 
The apartment block in Ogikubo, Tokyo where 

Hirohisa Koide was forcibly detained in 1992 

 
The door was chained 



 

 

 

And so I made up my mind to say, "Please stop your violent religious persecution. It violates my basic 

human rights." From morning to night I kept shouting, "I want you to stop your violent religious 

persecution. It is in violation of my basic human rights." No matter what they said, I kept shouting. 

 

Then the relatives of my mother's side, who don't really believe in religion, became more worried. 

Certainly, from a medical point of view, it was unpalatable. 

 

"No, this is definitely a violation of basic human rights." That's what 

they said. Then this Takashi Miyamura came along with his lawyer, 

and with this, the National Network of Lawyers Against Spiritual 

Sales (Zenkoku Benren) made its appearance. This is Hiroshi Hirata. 

He looked like that. (Showing a photo) He was a bit younger then. 

He handed out his business cards. 

 

He even gave me one, and then said, "If it's done by relatives, it's not 

illegal." Then he left. He walked out with a smile on his face. He is a 

terrible person. I think he probably forgot all about what happened to 

me and how much my father suffered. 

 

It was a terrible thing to do, to take advantage of his status as a 

lawyer. My relatives were only social studies teachers, Since the 

lawyer told them that it was not illegal, they thought, "Oh, he must 

have his reasons." From that point on, it seemed like they stopped 

thinking and were no longer worried about the kidnapping and 

forcible confinement. 

 

To be continued. Part 2 coming soon. 

 

More about tricked by deprogrammers: Kidnapping Victim Sues 

Activist Journalist 

 

Even more about tricked by deprogrammers: Press Release About 

Media Attacks 

 

And yet more about tricked by deprogrammers: Japan: 4300 

Abductions and Forcible Detentions 

 

And still more about tricked by deprogrammers: Religious Freedom 

Violated in Japan 

 

More about tricked by deprogrammers: Persecutors May Be Held Criminally Liable 

 

More about tricked by deprogrammers: Response to Scandalous Bias 

 

More about tricked by deprogrammers: Lawyers Manipulating, Coercing, Lying 

 

More about tricked by deprogrammers: Illegalities of Activist Lawyers Exposed 

 

 

 

 
Takashi Miyamura 

professional Japanese 

deprogrammer 

 

 
Hiroshi Hirata, anti-religious 

activist lawyer  
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God 
God as reality 
God exists. You may have felt it. So have millions and millions of believers. 

Some have felt God through the beautiful harmony of nature, and some through religious scriptures. 

Others have had spiritual experiences. Millions have had near-death experiences. 

In any case, the Creator is not something you j ust believe exists. He is reality. He is as much a part of reality as 

you or any physical object. It is not only physical things that are rea l. Some people believe that, in the same way 

peop le used to think that the Earth was flat, and that the sky was an arc that stretched above the Ea rth. 

When asked on an Australian TV program, "Do you believe in God?" famous Canadian 

psychologist and author Jordan Peterson 

"said he considered himself a deeply religious person, and he acted as if God existed and he 

was terrified he actually might." 

(Quoted from "Why rock star psychologist Jordan Peterson struggles with this question," an 

article by Stephanie Bedo on news.com.au J5t March 2079.) 

License: CC ASA 3.0 

Unfl_ 

Father Moon says, 

"We have a mind. The mind 

is invisible and may not 

appear to exist, yet it exists. Does it exist in the head 

or in the heart? The mind exists throughout you r 

body. It is present in every cell of your body without 

exception. The same is t rue for God. Because this 

world is like His body, He is present everywhere in the 

world ." - From a speech Sun My_ung Moon gave 8th 

January 7977, quoted from Cheon Seong_Jjy_eong (2005 

version), Book 7, Chapter 7. 

"You cannot see God. Can you see energy? Since God 

is the original body of energy, you cannot see God 

even in the spirit world." - From a speech Sun My_ung 
Father Moon 25th June 2005 

Moon gave 21st October 7979, quoted from Cheon Seong_Jjy_eong (2005 version), Book 7, Chapter 7. 

And by all means: God is not unscientific. Natural science does not disprove the existence of God. 

More about God. 




