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Sinopsis, a project run by Czech scholars to
monitor Chinese influence in the Czech Republic
and other countries, reveals in an article 11th May
2023 how France gets money from the Chinese
Communist Party (CCP) to fund its most
important diplomatic project - Roadmap for
Influence - launched by the French Ministry of
Foreign Affairs in December 2021.

The article, written pseudonymously by 'René
Bigey', reveals the close ties between France's
"cultural and influence diplomacy" and the
Chinese Communist Party (CCP) controlled
overseas projects of the so-called United Front.
The United Front is known for its work to
neutralize potential opposition to Chinese policies,

e.g. the massive oppression of the Uyghurs.

The Czech article shows how leading United Front figures like Hong-Kong based business tycoons
Jonathan Choi and Pansy Ho "have become major donors to French cultural operations organised by
French authorities. [...] Their newfound status as major donors to French cultural events has enabled
them to gain easy access to France's top diplomats and to increase their network within French political
elites. It has also helped legitimise some of the positions they publicly defend on behalf of the Chinese
party-state".

Massimo Introvigne, Italian sociologist of religion and leading authority on new religious movements,
points out that in addition to the French Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Emmanuel Macron being
bedfellows with the Chinese Communist Party, there is another group very much involved in this bizarre
story. In an article in the online magazine Bitter Winter 18th May 2023, Introvigne writes,

"The third character, not mentioned in the Czech report but not unimportant, is the
MIVILUDES, the French governmental agency combating 'cults'. It is under constant
criticism by NGOs, academic scholars, and the United States agencies producing
reports on religious liberty for its systematic violations of freedom of religion or belief.
It needs the French 'cultural and influence diplomacy' to support it internationally and persuade other
countries that the French anti-cult fight is reasonable. You do not need to take Bitter Winter's word for
this. The MIVILUDES itself explains in its reports that the French position on 'cults' - and 'separatism’,
i.e., the fight, regarded in some Muslim countries as Islamophobic, against communities that want to live
'separately' from the values of the majority, based on their religion - is not necessarily appreciated abroad.
It adds that France is at work diplomatically to explain its reasons internationally, and persuade other
countries to join the anti-cult fight. This is obviously part of French 'cultural and influence diplomacy'."

President Macron is all in favor of "cultural and influence diplomacy" playing an important role in his
country's foreign policy, as an expression of French "grandeur" and a way of exporting the values of "la
République" internationally.

Introvigne underlines that the Chinese Communist Party, with its war on religion policy, is happy to lend
support to the French positions on religious movements. He writes, "French private and governmental
anti-cult organizations have cooperated with China since the early years of the persecution of Falun
Gong."

The Chinese Communist Party is also known for its involvement in the heavy persecution of the
Family Federation in Japan by the Japanese Communist Party.

Featured image above: 6th April 2023. Emmanuel Macron, President of France, and Ursula von
der Leyen, President of the European Commission, meeting Xi Jinping, President of the People's
Republic of China since 2013, during their visit to China.
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Abstract

“Cultural and influence diplomacy” plays an important role in France’s for-
eign policy. Values it aims to promote include human rights, democracy and the
diversity of cultural expression. Yet, in Greater China, heavyweight united front
figures such as Jonathan Choi and Pansy Ho — the focus of the present article
— have become major donors to French cultural operations organised by French
authorities, in spite of their public defence of policies and values at odds with
those promoted by France. Both have pledged to advance “people-to-people dip-
lomacy” — which, in the CCP’s language, effectively means acting in their unoffi-
cial capacity (both Choi and Ho are businesspersons) to further the party-state’s
interests. Their newfound status as major donors to French cultural events has
enabled them to gain easy access to France’s top diplomats and to increase their
network within French political elites. It has also helped legitimise some of the
positions they publicly defend on behalf of the Chinese party-state (on the se-
curity and political crackdown faced by Hong Kong since 2019, most notably).
Lastly: it virtually allows them to acquire leverage over the organisation of French
cultural operations in Greater China — although no undue attempt at censoring
their content has been identified in the course of this research. In order to prevent
cultural operations in Greater China from being slowly repurposed as quiet plat-
forms serving the CCP’s external propaganda efforts, it could be recommended
that French authorities rethink their funding policy for cultural operations in the
country.



Cultural diplomacy and CCP influence

0 French cultural diplomacy and the CCP’s use of
culture for political influence

“Cultural diplomacy” is at the core of the Roadmap for Influence Diplomacy published
in December 2021 by the French Ministry of Foreign Affairs. According to then Min-
ister, Jean-Yves Le Drian, this document serves as a “consolidated doctrine in the field
of influence”." It states that “the struggle for influence is also a fight between narrat-
ives and, ultimately, models”.” After the promotion of “a new humanism serving the
common goods”, “taking responsibility for who we are” is thus ranked as the second
priority of France’s “influence diplomacy”. Values to be defended under this umbrella
include the promotion of democracy and human rights, gender equality, and the di-
versity of cultural expression. The stated objective is to help “co-build the world”.”
Paradoxically, though, a large part of France’s diplomatic action in the cultural field
is self-funded, meaning that French embassies and consulates general overseas have to
find patrons. In China and Hong Kong, pro-establishment and united front-affiliated
personalities have been quick to fund cultural events organised by the French embassy
or General Consulates in the country and, in some cases, have also donated funds to
cultural institutions in France. Although some of them may have a genuine interest
in (French) culture, they have also proven keen on using those events and institu-
tions as conduits to deploy people to people diplomacy.” The term “people-to-people
diplomacy” is closely related to united front work and refers to the use of people
or organisations acting in an unofficial capacity in support of official diplomacy to
further state interests, defined so as to include broadening international support or
acceptance of the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) and its value system.’

This paper shows how Jonathan Choi and Pansy Ho, two Hong Kong citizens who
stand out for their contributions to France-China cooperation in the cultural field, the
strength of their relationship with the party-state and their zealous public defence
of some of its policies, are using “cultural cooperation” with France as a platform
to access its top diplomats and decision makers and contribute to China’s external
propaganda effort.

Since Mao Zedong’s 1942 speech entitled “Talks at the Yan’an Forum on Literature
and Art”, it has been well known that the united front system is to extend its action
upon artists and cultural workers. The CCP has been striving ever since to co-opt the
latter into mass organizations to ensure they do not depart from the party line.® In
recent years, China’s influence on cultural products produced overseas has also attrac-
ted a significant level of attention: IRSEM’s reports on “Chinese influence operations”
touched upon this topic and Erich Schwartzel dedicated a book to China’s influence on

“Feuille de route de I'influence”, Ministére de I’Europe et des affaires étrangeres de la France, 14th
Dec. 2021.

21bid, p. 7.

31bid, p. 38.

“Besides united front figures, Chinese telecommunications giant Huawei, with known political and
intelligence links, has been a regular sponsor of “Festival Croisements”, the Embassy’s flagship cultural
festival, in Guangzhou. See: “Mix contemporary, China France art view”, 2010 edition. Kingold, whose
founder is Chau Chak Wing JE 54 well-known for his influence activities in Australia, has financed the
2022 edition of the “Mois de la francophonie” (month of the French-speaking world). See: “Lancement du
Mois de la francophonie en Chine du Sud”, French General Consulate in Guangzhou.
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Figure 1: Jonathan Choi and French President Emmanuel Macron in Beijing in April 2023. Source: A/ 7.

Hollywood.” Some countries have even issued regulations to prevent such influence:
in the United States, the recently passed National Defense Authorization Act prohib-
its the spending of defence funds for projects whose content is susceptible of being
altered by Beijing.” Yet, little attention has been devoted to how united front networks
and personalities may exploit cultural cooperation to buy access and influence within
diplomatic and political circles. Previous efforts include Lin Li and James Leibold’s
ASPI report “Cultivating Friendly Forces”, which analyses how cultural events held
overseas by community groups have been used by united front officials to promote
official narratives.” Clive Hamilton and Mareike Ohlberg’s Hidden Hand also includes
a broad description of the People’s Liberation Army-linked Poly Group’s activities in
the cultural field in foreign countries."’

This paper hopes to shed more light on this phenomenon, using the case of France.
Jonathan Choi’s and Pansy Ho’s willingness to cooperate in cultural projects and their
financial largesse have been noticed by French mainstream media. In 2017, Le Figaro
devoted an article to Jonathan Choi, calling him a “discreet hero” and comparing him
to a Buddha.'! Economic daily Les Echos and Le Monde followed suit in the following
months, the latter with an article in which Pansy Ho was also mentioned.'” But none
has mentioned their links with the united front and foreign affairs systems, let alone
tried to analyse how investing in “cultural cooperation” could help them assist China’s
official diplomacy. Even though IRSEM’s aforementioned report helped popularise the

7Paul Charon & Jean-Baptiste Jeangéne Vilmer, “Chinese Influence Operations: A Machiavellian Mo-
ment”, IRSEM, 2021; Erich Schwartzel, Red Carpet : Hollywood, China, and the Global Battle for Cultural
Supremacy, Penguin Press, 2022.

8US Congress, james M. Inhofe National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2023, Pub. L. No. 117-
263 (2012), s 1257.

“Lin Li & James Leibold, “Cultivating friendly forces: the Chinese Communist Party’s influence opera-
tions in the Xinjiang Diaspora”, ASPI Policy Brief 61 (2022).

1Clive Hamilton & Mareike Ohlberg, Hidden Hand : Exposing how the Chinese Communist Party is Re-
shaping the World, Hardie Grant, 2020.

yalérie Duponchelle, “Dr Jonathan Koon-Shum Choi, un héros si discret”, Le Figaro, 16th Feb. 2017.

12Frédéric Schaeffer, “Jonathan KS Choi, le milliardaire de Hong Kong devenu mécéne de 'école des
Beaux-Arts de Paris”, Les Echos, 14th Jul. 2017; Roxana Azimi, “Les musées francais cherchent a profiter des
largesses des mécenes chinois”, Le Monde, 16th Oct. 2018.
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concept, united front work remains understudied in France and does not attract much
interest from mainstream media. Former French parliamentarian Buon Tan’s recent
hearing at the National Assembly’s investigative committee on foreign interference,
following a previous report by Sinopsis exposing his links with the united front and
foreign affairs systems, was not covered by any of them."®

1 Jonathan Choiand Pansy Ho’s commitment to people-
to-people diplomacy

Jonathan Choi Koon-shum 255 and Pansy Catalina Ho Chiu-king A8 are busi-
nesspersons: Jonathan Choi is the CEO of Hong Kong-based Sunwah Group (food, real
estate, infrastructure, etc). As for Pansy Ho, she currently manages several compan-
ies in Hong Kong and Macao, including MGM Macau (gambling), Shun Tak Holdings
(shipping, property, hospitality, investments, etc), Occasions (public relations) and
others. Both are also heirs: Sunwah Group was founded by Choi Kai-you 45444,
Jonathan Choi’s father."* Nicknamed “the King of Seafood”, the elder Choi was also
seen as a “patriot” who used to donate large sums of money to fund schools in main-
land China after the Reform and Opening period kicked off.’” Pansy Ho is the daughter
of Stanley Ho, Macao’s casino magnate, himself nicknamed “The King of Gambling”.
Stanley Ho used to control a large portion of Macao’s economy and was a well-known
political figure who used to sit in the National People’s Congress and on the stand-
ing committee of the Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference (CPPCC).
A controversial figure, he was also alleged to entertain links with triads, which he
consistently denied.'

Besides being businesspersons, Jonathan Choi and Pansy Ho are also heavyweight
united front figures. Among their many affiliations (see Table 1), both currently sit on
the standing committee of the most important united front forum: the CPPCC. Both
also have links with the foreign affairs system. In particular, Jonathan Choi is a vice
president of the advisory committee of the China Center for Contemporary World
Studies (CCCWS), a think tank run by the International Liaison Department (ILD)
of the CCP’s Central Committee.!” According to CCCWS’s official description, “its
main fields of research include the international situation, political party politics, and
comparative studies”.'® Along with the United Front Work Department-linked Center

13“C0mpte rendu d’audition de M. Buon Tan, ancien député”, Assemblée nationale, 23rd Mar. 2023; René
Bigey & Alex Joske, “The tea leaf prince Chinese Communist Party networks in French politics”, Sinopsis,
2nd Mar. 2022.

Vg R EIR 2 N\, W S iAMR, 4th Sep. 2019.

e A R o s o, BRI, 25th Nov. 2020.

16Stanley Ho made his initial fortune gambling luxury goods. A 2009 report by the New Jersey attorney
general’s Division of Gaming Enforcement alleged Stanley Ho counted 14K and Sun Yee On triad members
as associates. See: “Special Report of the division of gaming enforcement to the casino control commission
onits investigation of MGM Mirage’s Joint Venture with Pansy Ho in Macau, Special Administrative Region,
People’s Republic of China”, New Jersey Department of Law and Public Safety, 18th May 2009.

VTR, B RS

UL /17, HACHSFFEAD, 31st Mar. 2011.
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for China and Globalization, it is the co-organiser of a Global Young Leaders Dialogue
and also serves as the secretariat of the Silk Road Think Tank Association, designed to
“enhance the accurate understanding of the Belt and Road Initiative” and to “enhance
positive feelings” towards it.'’ The core role of the ILD is to develop relationships with
foreign political parties, which includes gathering intelligence on them, as Czech in-
telligence service BIS pointed out in its 2015 annual report.”’ Besides, the ILD uses its
connections to attempt to build support for the party and its international agenda. In
particular, it has encouraged representatives of political parties to endorse and nor-
malise CCP talking points.”’

Table 1: Jonathan Choi and Pansy Ho’s main affiliations with the united front and foreign affairs systems

Jonathan Choi Pansy Ho

Links to the united front system
In Mainland China

Member of the Chinese People’s Political Con-
sultative Conference (CPPCC) since 2003.”” He has
been a member of its standing committee since 2018
and a vice president of its commission for educa-
tion, science, culture, health and sports between
2018 and 2023.%

Executive council member of the China Overseas
Friendship Association (HH4E&#F/MNIEIE 2, COFA),
founded in 1997, and directly managed by the
UFWD. United front figures governments have ac-
cused of involvement in foreign interference, such
as Christine Lee (with whom Jonathan Choi has in-
direct links — see below) and Huang Xiangmo, are
members of COFA. COFA’s broad political agenda
is clearly spelt out in its constitution, which states
that the group’s objectives include “contributing
strength towards the ancestral nation’s unification
and realising the great rejuvenation of the Chinese
nation”%*

Member of the executive committee of the the All-
China Federation of Industry and Commerce.”

Daughter of Stanley Ho (] 1 %, 1921-2020), a
long-standing member of the National People’s
Congress, of the standing committee of the CPPCC,
and member of the Consultative Committee for the
Basic Law in Hong Kong. Pansy Ho is herself well
acquainted with the united front system:

Member of the standing committee of the CPPCC
since 2023.%°

Member of the executive committee of COFA since
2019.%7

Member of the standing committee of the Beijing
CPPCC since 2008; in this capacity she founded two
associations to promote patriotism among Hong
Kong and Macao’s youth.?*

Executive vice-president of the All-China Federa-
tion of Industry and Commerce since 2022.>

19“China Center for Contemporary World Studies”, Belt and Road Studies Network, 18th Feb. 2019;
T B S R S 22 0T, #T4E, 8th Apr. 2015. For more information about the CCWS, and the
silk road think tank association, see Nadége Rolland, “Mapping the footprint of Belt and Road influence

operations”, Sinopsis, 12th Aug. 2019.
20«

Annual Report of the Security Information Service for 2015, Security Information Service (BIS).

ASee: Jichang Lulu, “Repurposing democracy: The European Parliament China friendship cluster”, Sinop-

sis, 26th Nov. 2019.
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BerpE N REBUA Y 2 I VU JE 2 E 22 A 25 552 5144 887, CPPCC, 11th Mar. 2023; “B0R} U

#4575 &”, CPPCC.
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Table 1 (cont.): Choi and Ho’s affiliations

Jonathan Choi

Pansy Ho

In Hong Kong

“Special counsellor” of “Our Hong Kong Found-
ation”, a think tank founded by Tung Chee-hwa
# 45 Hong Kong’s first chief executive, long-
time vice president of the CPPCC (2005-2023) and
also founder of the China-United States Exchange
Foundation (CUSEF). CUSEF’s funding of research
at the Brookings Institution and Johns Hopkins
University School of Advanced International Stud-
ies has caused alarm in Washington.”” Our Hong
Kong Foundation is a conservative think tank that
develops research in support of Beijing’s Hong
Kong policy. In 2019, it popularised the idea that
“black hands” were behind the anti-ELAB protests,
with Tung even pointing fingers at Taiwan and the
United States.”’

Since 2008, he has been the president of the Chinese
Chamber of Commerce in Hong Kong (CGCC).
CGCC sends some members to the commercial sub-
sector of the Election Committee that selects Hong
Kong’s chief executive. CGCC is also a major plat-
form to coopt Hong Kong business elites into sup-
porting Hong Kong’s integration into the “moth-
erland” and spread its political messaging within
Hong Kong business circles. Its role as a propa-
ganda tool is explicitly assumed by Jonathan Choi.
When asked about its future orientations, Jonathan
Choi said that CGCC had to “tell the China story
well” and “tell the Hong Kong story well” to the
outside world.*

Committee member of the Chinese General Cham-
ber of Commerce, Hong Kong.*

President of the Hong Kong Women’s Federation
and member of the executive committee of the All-
China Women'’s Federation since 2018.%* In August
2019, she convened the members’ organisations to
issue a statement opposing the protests.*’

Vice-president of the Hong Kong Girls Guides As-
sociation since 2010; she organised tours in the
mainland, suggested the association to become a
member of the Beijing CPPCC-initiated "Beijing—
Hong Kong-Macao Youth Connected Association”
(GREMR T /D HEE4T) aimed at fostering patriot-
ism among Hong Kong and Macao’s youth.

Governor of Our Hong Kong Foundation (see left
column).

Links to the foreign affairs system

Since at least 2013, Jonathan Choi has been a vice-
president of the China Center for Contemporary
World Studies (4 Xt 7 H0) — see main

text.5°

She sits on the strategic committee of the France
China Foundation, set up in 2013 on the initiative
of the Chinese People’s Institute of Foreign Affairs
(CPIFA). Closely linked to the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, CPIFA had been tasked with conducting re-
search on international issues and foreign policy,
establishing contacts with foreign political activists
and diplomats, and expanding people to people dip-
lomatic activities (see main text).

300n CUSEF, see Peter Mattis,

“The Center of Chinese Influence: the Chinese People’s Political Con-

sultative Conference, in Insidious Power: How China Undermines Global Democracy, ed. by Hsu Szu-chien
and J. Michael Cole, Eastbridge, 2020; John Dotson, “The China-U.S. Exchange Foundation and United Front
“Lobbying Laundering” in American Politics”, China Brief 20.16 (2020); Bethany Allen-Ebrahimian, “This
Beijing-Linked Billionaire Is Funding Policy Research at Washington’s Most Influential Institutions”, For-
eign Policy, 28th Nov. 2017.

St P B (5 S B3 T 55, Our Hong Kong Foundation, 1st Aug. 2019.

SLGHIR: RRUF AR §($ AEIET — {15, Dot Dot News, 10th Feb. 2023.

33“Other Committee Members”, Chmese General Chamber of Commerce, Hong Kong.

Mt g l!dﬁﬂ BB T BPTERSER. BIERE, HEER. ﬁmiﬁlﬂ%ﬁ” rhAE 4
EEALBE

35 “I»’JJZ”MJ‘L'}E TSP R R AR P R RS 27 7 Xinhua, 26th Aug,
2019.

36 CEAR T REE, N, 27th Apr. 2013; “J5 TH14E”, HHEHFE4EE.
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Jonathan Choi and Pansy Ho have publicly committed to “people-to-people diplomacy”.
The term is closely related to united front work and refers to “expanding the network
of our friends by making as many friends as possible” to supplement overall diplomacy
and “foster a more favourable public opinion of China across the world”*” As early as
2013, Jonathan Choi identified culture as a conduit to promote such people-to-people
diplomacy. In an interview with People’s Daily Online, he characterised “people-to-
people diplomacy” as “business associations, social groups, companies or well-known
personalities using non-official events as conduits to propagate certain information”.
To him, “this way, because it does not look official, discussion is made easier and the
degree of acceptance by the other state of the information propagated is higher”.*® For
his contributions in this field, Jonathan Choi was granted the “Friend of Diplomacy”
award in 2019 by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.’” In an interview conducted in July
2022, Pansy Ho described how she puts such a strategy into action: “I am on very good
terms with many foreign consulates” that “would always come to me to listen to my
opinions about Hong Kong”. She added that acting in a non-official capacity is “more
effective to move people”. In the same interview, she hinted at the type of messaging
she sought to convey to her “foreign consulate” contacts: “before judging us with bias
or applying your way of thinking, you [apparently referring to diplomats] first need
to listen to us on issues like: what is democracy?”.*

2 Buying access and status through cultural
cooperation

Funding cultural exhibitions and events seemingly has been the method favoured by
both Jonathan Choi and Pansy Ho to deploy such people-to-people diplomacy towards
foreign countries in general and France in particular.*’ This situation can be explained
by a number of factors:

« opportunism: French diplomatic posts need funding to run their cultural opera-
tions. Providing this funding is an easy way to be seen as benevolent partners by
top-level diplomats (ambassadors, consul-generals). Such status enables people
like Choi and Ho to secure easy access to diplomats and places them on the
shortlist of personalities that can be introduced to high-level politicians during
official visits;

« access: elite cultural events usually attract community leaders and senior politi-
cians, who rank among the main targets of any “people-to-people” diplomatic
effort;

- strategic thinking: while actually seen by the CCP as “one of a number of fronts
in the party’s struggle against its enemies and critics”, culture can easily be

3"Wang Chao, “People-to-People Diplomacy: A Propeller of Major-Country Diplomacy with Chinese

Characteristics in th( New Era”, CPIFA, 24th Dec. 2019.
S5 AR JepitE e, N, 9th Mar. 2013,

3B IR Mur REBGEUE NG “HhAz 2 R FRS, HIEIR, 31st Jan. 2019.

OB EEBOLRE =T, thesMRASME B, X FAMEEN T, Douyin, 21st
Jul. 2022.

“IFrance is not the only target of Jonathan Choi and Pansy Ho, who are also active towards Vietnam
(where Sunwah Group invested very early), Canada, Italy, Japan (where Jonathan Choi studied) and several
other countries.
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perceived as a non-contentious, apolitical space, which makes it the ideal arena
in to deliver messages in a non-official way to an unready public;*

« control: although this does not appear to have been the main objective so far,
it enables important donors such as Choi and Ho to keep a degree of oversight
upon the cultural programming of the French authorities and put them in a
position to influence it if necessary.

Despite their numerous links with the united front and the foreign affairs systems,
both Jonathan Choi and Pansy Ho have thus become major partners of the French
authorities for the organisation and funding of cultural events in Greater China. In
several instances*’, Jonathan Choi mentioned his actions as contributions to Xi Jin-
ping’s “One Belt One Road” project. Yet, little effort seems to have been devoted so
far to project China’s soft power in French museums. The organisation, in France, of a
project dedicated to the “silk road” was once contemplated, but seems not to have been
followed through.** So far, Jonathan Choi’s actions have mostly consisted in funding
French cultural operations and institutions both in France and in China. As shown
in Table 2, Choi’s known donations amount to more than 2,5 million euros, to which
must be added those whose amount has not been disclosed. In 2017, Jonathan Choi
also transferred Sunwah Group’s “3E school” to the compound of the Lycée francais
(French International School in Beijing) at the invitation of then French Ambassador
Maurice Gourdault-Montagne.*’

Table 2: Selected contributions to French cultural events and institutions by Jonathan Choi

Event Funding / Contribution Date

In China
Festival Croisements (French Embassy in 2023
China’s flagship cultural festival)
Festival Croisements A2 €100,000 / year 2017-2019%
Preservation of the “Cloud House” (which 2021

now hosts the "Choi Centre”) — following a
letter by French President Emmanuel (who
had visited the site in 2018) Macron to Xi

Jinping

French movie week in Shenyang ("Sun- 2018
wah (Shenyang) French Movie Week” in

Chinese)"’

Transfer of Choi’s “3E school” onto the 2017

compound of the Lycée francais (at the
invitation of then French Ambassador
Maurice Gourdault-Montagne)

4David Bandurski, “Culture”, Decoding China, 2023.

SHARARA, SR TR UL YE UL RSN AZ RIS A T, R, 24th Jan. 2018; Schaeffer,
op. cit.

“Véronique Yang, “Inauguration du Centre Jonathan K.S. Choi pour la Promotion du Patrimoine Cul-
turel”, Impact European, 18th Oct. 2018.

45436 International School Bolstered by 3e-LFIP Partnership”, 3e International School.

46Yang, op. cit.

ATERRABA, op. cit.
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Table 2 (cont.): Selected contributions by Choi

Event Funding / Contribution Date
In France

Palais de Tokyo — cultural program  €900,000 2019
with the French international school in

Beijing*®

Radio France — Cercle des Amis — Chine 2018
Institut du Monde Arabe — Exhibition €500,000 2018
Ecole des beaux arts — renovation of the  €865,000°" 2017

vault (apparently responding to an invita-
tion from then French president Francois
Hollande)*’

Such largesse has enabled Jonathan Choi to come to be seen as a “craftsman of the
France-China friendship”, as he has been called by Laurent Bili, former Ambassador
of France in China, and to be introduced to several French presidents.”’ Based on
public sources only, Jonathan Choi has met the current French president, Emmanuel
Macron, at least three times: in January 2018 during Macron’s first official visit to
China, in October 2018 in France, on the occasion of an exhibition he funded, and
in April 2023 again, during Macron’s third official visit to China.’* On this occasion,
Jonathan Choi was mentioned three times in the speech delivered by the president at
the opening ceremony of the 2023 edition of the “Festival Croisements”.”” Before that,
he had met former President Francois Hollande in November 2015 in Beijing during
his official visit to the country®* and was received by the French president in the
Elysée palace the following year — seemingly in a friendly atmosphere (see Figure 2).°
Talks then apparently centred on Jonathan Choi’s project to set up a cultural centre
in France to foster bilateral educational and cultural exchanges. In 2016, Jonathan
Choi was also able to meet then Foreign Affairs Minister (and former Prime Minister)
Jean-Marc Ayrault on the occasion of the inauguration of the French high school in
Beijing.”

For her part, Pansy Ho has been financing Hong Kong’s French May Arts Festival
since at least 2009, for undisclosed amounts.’” Created in 1993 and organised around
May every year by the Association Culturelle France-Hong Kong, the French May
Arts Festival is the leading French cultural festival in Hong Kong. It showcases visual
arts, music, theatre, cinema, heritage artifacts, etc. Besides, Pansy Ho has also been in-
strumental in organising arts exhibitions such as “Biennial of the Lions, Edgar Degas:

4“France : Le Palais de Tokyo et la Fondation chinoise Sunwah signent un partenariat”, Xinhua, 20th
Oct. 2019.

49“Dr Jonathan Choi presented the famous Chinese classic “Tao Te Ching” written in French to President
of France H.E. Emmanuel Macron” , Sunwah Vietnam, 11th Jan. 2018.

30 Azimi, op. cit.

51“Signature d’un partenariat autour du « Cloud House — Choi Center »”, Ambassade de France en Chine,
12th Mar. 2021.

52Sunwah Vietnam, op. cit.; “ELEZEERER AV G = (2 1E0Y, FREHTHES A, 16th Oct. 2018.

53“Discours du Président de la République a ’occasion de I'inauguration du Festival Croisements”, Elysée,
5th April 2023.

ST SR IR ED T B s P D RS 2im S, YERARY via AR, 5th Nov. 2015.

%5Sunwah Vietnam, op. cit.

56Tbid.

S7“Pansy Ho décorée Chevalier de I'Ordre National du Mérite”, Consulat général de France 4 Hong Kong
et Macao, 20th Oct. 2011.



Buying access and status through cultural cooperation

Figure 2: Former French President Francois Hollande and Jonathan Choi at the Elysée (presidential palace)
in 2016. Source: Sunwah Vietnam.

Figures in Motion” and “A Golden Way of Life — Treés’Ors to Macau”. A patron of the
foundation “Les Amis du Louvre”, she has been appointed as ambassador of the French
museum in China in 2012 and helped fund the organisation of an exhibition for the
Louvre in Beijing and Hong Kong (2016-2017).°* In 2022, Pansy Ho was appointed co-
chairperson of the French May Arts Festival. The organising committee of the festival
is nominally independent from the French authorities, but the French consul general
in Hong Kong is an honorary president of the festival and, together with the cul-
tural department of the Consulate General, exercises some degree of supervision over
the appointment of its board members. Despite the fact that Hong Kong, until very
recently, boasted an open society with well-known independent artists and cultural
workers, the current organising committee of the festival is packed with members of
prominent pro-establishment families. As shown in Table 3, half of its 14 members,
including Pansy Ho, have direct or indirect links with the united front system.’” Some
of those personalities may entertain a genuine interest in arts or find business interest
in cooperating with the festival, and no undue attempt at censoring its content has
been identified in the course of this research.’’ Yet, such a situation puts the festival
under risk of influence, in addition to providing those personalities with status and
opportunities to conduct people-to-people diplomacy. In other words, it sits rather
oddly with the stated objective of France’s “influence diplomacy”.

38“Mme Pansy Ho, Chevalier dans I'ordre national de la Légion d’Honneur”, Consulat général de France
a Hong Kong et Macao, 19th June 2018; Enid Tsui, “The irony of Louvre’s soft-power lesson for China, as
museum’s history tour comes to Hong Kong”, South China Morning Post, 15th Mar. 2017.

%“Board of Directors”, French May, 2023.

60 Adrian Cheng, for instance, manages the K11 shopping mall chain under New World Group. K11 aims
at blending shopping and art experiences. Cheng therefore may find an interest in hosting French cultural
events to bring quality content to his shopping venues.
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Buying access and status through cultural cooperation

Table 3: French May Arts Festival organising committee members’ links to the united front system

Member Institutional affiliation and links with France

Direct links to the united front system

Pansy Ho (fili&5r), See Table 1 for links to the united front system.

co-chair of the board Other links with France include positions as founder (2007) and president
of the French Macao Business Association and Ambassador of the Louvre
museum for China since 2012.%!

Adrian Cheng (K75 M), Member of the CPPCC since 2023.°

director Member of Tianjin CPPCC between no later than 2008 and 2023.%
Adrian Cheng has been a pillar of Beijing’s united front efforts towards
Hong Kong’s youth, with positions including:
vice chairman of the All China Youth Federation (a mass organisation with
the Communist Youth League as its core) from 2010 to 2020; co-chaiman of
its Hong Kong chapter set up in 2015 (a year after the student-led Umbrella
Movement) with the participation of then Chief Executive Leung Chun-
ying;*
executive director of the “Passing the torch” Civic Education Activities
Committee (Hi K AHIE E R E IG5 RINZE TLL) set up in 2009 to pre-
pare the ground to the largely unpopular “Moral and National Education”
(eventually withdrawn in 2012 under intense public pressure);
according to some sources, he was once an honorary vice-president of the
Hong Kong United Youth Association (& & FHK<);%
honorary advisor of Our Hong Kong Foundation (see above).
Awards by the French government: Ordre des arts et des lettres (2017); Or-
dre national du mérite (2022)

Douglas Woo Chun-kuen ~ Member of the CPPCC since 2023.°
AL, director Son of Peter Woo Kwong-ching (RJ1E), chairman of Wheelock and Com-
pany and The Wharf Holding, former CPPCC member (2003-2018) and can-
didate to the 1996 chief executive “election”. His mother is Bao Peirong 2
Fi%Y, daughter of Pao Yue-Kong 0 %N, founder of World-Wide Shipping
and vice-president of the Basic Law Drafting Committee.

Indirect links to the united front system

Mignonne Cheng (A$f§3%¢  Mignonne Cheng’s daughter, Michelle Cheng Chan (#81%#J, CEO and
%¥), co-chair of the Board Board director of Occasions PR, founded by Pansy Ho) has been a member
since 2021 of the Guizhou CPPCC between 2013 and 2017 and is currently a member
of the Ningbo CPPCC (since 2022). She is also a member of the Hong Kong
Federation of Women since 2019 and has been vice chairman of the Hong
Kong United Youth Exchange Foundation since 2020.
Other links with France: member of the French Chamber of Commerce in
Hong Kong.
Awards by the French government: Chevalier de la Légion d’honneur (2013)

Andrew S. Yuen (Ftf$3(),  Some sources indicate he once was a member of the Guangxi CPPCC.’

founder of the French Andrew Yuen is the husband of Yvette Yung (5 3C#f), niece of Larry Yung
May Arts Festival and (GREME), himself the son of Rong Yiren Z&%%{, vice president of the PRC
chairman emeritus from 1993 to 1998.

¢1“Inauguration de I’Association d’affaires France-Macao”, Consulat Général de France 4 Hong Kong et

Macao, 3rd Apr. 2009.

e2«rhE N\ REBGAVIMH VR T 1Y | 2 EZE RS2 R4 H”, CPPCC, 2023.

ST S T TR 2 I = DA Y, REEE R via #TIR, 11th Jan. 2008; “E Fp 4 i &8 P4 i
BN AT AT, 695 N7, KEFEHIR via 3, 18th Jan. 2018,

O P A [E T A DA PN S5 T, B4 via BTIR, 8th Dec. 2015.

oS 55, AR ARG SR E .

soerhE N RBUA MR W U m R EZR R AR RAH”, CPPCC, 2023.

O7 <[ it T L gE 4 U, R IR IR R e
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Normalising controversial positions

Table 3 (cont.): French May Arts Festival organising committee

Member Institutional affiliation and links with France

Daphne King (ks E#8),  Daughter of Tung Chee-hwa, Hong Kong’s first chief executive (1997-2005)

director vice-president of the CPPCC and founder of the Our Hong Kong Founda-
tion and the China-United States Exchange Foundation. The latter has been
accused of interference activities.®

Ho Kin-lap {A[#37, Former vice-president of Fok Ying Tung Group and secretary of the Fok
director Ying Tung Foundation. Henry Fok has been a vice-chairman of the CPPCC.

3 Normalising controversial positions

As can be expected from high level united front figures, the message Jonathan Choi
and Pansy Ho hope to be able to convey through their people-to-people diplomacy
efforts strictly adheres to the party line. In particular, Jonathan Choi has been very
active in providing political cover to the excesses of the security and political crack-
down that has been going on in Hong Kong during and in the aftermath of the 2019
anti-Extradition Law Amendment Bill movement (anti-ELAB):

« in May 2018, at a time when 67% of the Hong Kong population identified as
“Hongkongers” or “Hongkongers in China”,*” Jonathan Choi urged Hong Kong
citizens to embrace the integration of the city into China, claiming that “in the
future, we will not be Hong Kong people but Greater Bay Area People”.”’ Made
public in 2019, the “Greater Bay Area” is Beijing’s strategy to subsume Hong
Kong and Macao into an agglomeration including nine cities in neighboring
Guangdong province;

« in August 2019, a few days after the notorious beating of unarmed Hong Kong
citizens by triads in Yuen Long under conspicuous police absence (officers ar-
rived 40 minutes after the attack began despite receiving thousands of emer-
gency calls’!), Jonathan Choi expressed his gratitude to the Hong Kong police
who are working “day and night to protect the rule of law and the security of
the Hong Kong citizens”;”*

« after Hong Kong’s 2021 electoral reform imposed by Beijing to ensure that only
“patriots” (i.e., pro-establishment politicians vetted by Beijing) can run for a
seat in the Legislative Council and the election committee, and made it im-
possible even for moderate members of the democratic camp to run for elec-
tion, he voiced his support for the reform, on the basis that, in the past 20 years,
“elections” had allegedly been used to promote “Hong Kong independence”.””

%8See note 30

9“Categorical Ethnic Identity”, Hong Kong Public Opinion Research Institute (PORI).

TR, AT AR EEA, BAEEAN ), ERRAEE, B2 TRAKRI? 7, WEE, 18th
May 2018.

71Shibahi Mahtani & Gerry Shih, “Hong Kong protesters occupy airport as fears grow of escalating
clashes”, Washington Post, 26th July 2019.

TR R S S A AL N RSN, BT via BT, 10th Aug. 2019.

BegRiR: TEEE IR A e EEFIH Y, BRI, 22nd Feb. 2021. In reality, “localist”
candidates — who were in no way promoters of independence — were first fielded in 2016. Their success
was limited (they landed six out of the 35 seats that used to be directly elected) and they often attacked the
more traditional part of the democratic camp during their campaign.
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Normalising controversial positions

Figure 3: Pansy Ho lambasting Hong Kong protesters at the United Nations Human Rights Council
(UNHRC) in Geneva on September, 11th 2019. The UNHRC lists the Hong Kong Federation of Women
as a non-government organisation. Source: A [LIE /M.

Pansy Ho also has been instrumental in propagating the same views to an interna-
tional audience. On 11th September 2019, she participated in a meeting of the United
Nations Human Rights Council in Geneva to voice her opposition to the protests.
Speaking in her capacity as chairperson of the Hong Kong Federation of Women,
which is officially listed as a non-government organisation in by the UNHRC, she
claimed to represent the Hong Kong people (apparently ignoring the fact that the
protests benefited from the consistent support of a majority of Hong Kong citizens’*),
to express the view that “children of all ages are indoctrinated with police hatred and
anti-establishment beliefs at school and online, mobilised to conduct massive school
strikes” and called upon “the international community to reprimand those organisers
and influencers”, adding that Hong Kong affairs were part of China’s internal affairs.”
Like Jonathan Choi, Pansy Ho is also a zealous promoter of the “Greater Bay Area™
in March 2023, during the “Two Sessions”, in which she participated as a standing
committee member of the CPPCC, she made the following remark: “some people say
I am from Macao, some people say I am from Hong Kong, I say I am from the Greater
Bay Area”, seemingly inviting her fellow Hong Kong residents to abandon their dis-
tinct local identity, which has provided the impetus for many political movements in
recent years.”®

In addition to facilitating their efforts at building contacts and putting cultural events
at risk of influence, accepting such united front figures as major partners contrib-
utes to legitimising such views, despite the fact that they are at loggerheads with the
values supposed to be promoted by France’s “influence diplomacy”, as well as with

74 According to a poll conducted by the Hong Kong Public Opinion Research Institute in December 2019
(1021 respondents), 59% of Hong Kong residents supported the protest movement, with 30% saying the
opposed it (“Survey on Hong Kong people’s views regarding the Anti-Extradition Bill Movement (Round
1)”, PORI, 27th Dec. 2019). The district council elections organised the previous month also saw Hong Kong
citizens vote massively in favour of the democratic camp, who won 388 of the 452 directly elected seats.

7>Nelson Moura, “HK youth is being radicalised to become “riot fighters” — Pansy Ho”, Macau Business,
12th Sep. 2019; “([fATIZE 010 25 45410, FoAr O K7, op. cit.

To“ful AT« Pt ATE R o il 2 2T R LI T 1177, Speakout #§ AG# I via Youtube, 6th Mar. 2023.
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Institutionalising people-to-people diplomacy

French diplomacy’s official support of “a high degree of autonomy” and the “funda-
mental freedoms of the Hong Kong people”.’” Such a process of legitimisation has
been further reinforced by the decorations with which those personalities have been
rewarded. Jonathan Choi’s contributions to France-China exchanges in the cultural
field have allowed him to be awarded the title of officer of the Order of Arts and Let-
ters in 2017 by the former French minister of culture, Jack Lang, also president of the
Institut du Monde Arabe and a former Socialist Party heavyweight.”® As for Pansy Ho,
she has been granted numerous awards Officier des arts et des lettres in 2004; Officier
du mérite agricole in 2007; Ordre national du mérite in 2009; and finally, the highest
civilian award available: Chevalier de la légion d’honneur, in 2018.

4 Beyond funding: Institutionalising people-to-people
diplomacy

Jonathan Choi and Pansy Ho’s efforts to conduct “people to people diplomacy” go
beyond ad hoc funding and are becoming institutionalised: Jonathan Choi claims to
have set up ten cultural centres in countries such as Vietnam, Canada, Hong Kong,
Cambodia and Japan, as well as two in France and one in Beijing, which currently tar-
gets European countries.”’ Set up in 2022, the Jonathan KS Choi Cultural Centre Cloud
House was given as its first mission conducting “people-to-people diplomacy”.*" Be-
sides representatives of the German, Italian, Japanese and Swiss embassies, the French
and the European Union ambassadors attended its inauguration ceremony and signed
amemorandum of understanding with the centre, detailing the content of their contri-
bution to the cultural programme of the Cloud House.®! As Jonathan Choi mentioned
in an interview with Hong Kong’s Ta Kung Pao in April 2023: the Cloud House “is
already more than an exhibition platform, it is also an important stage for interna-
tional people-to-people diplomacy”, which is to be used to “tell China’s story” and
“Hong Kong’s story well”.** Introduced by Xi Jinping in 2013, the later phrase en-
capsulates the notion that state and non-state actors must propagate messages which
reflect the party-state’s external propaganda objectives in innovative ways (such as
through apparently innocuous “cultural cooperation”).*” In order to sustain and lever-
age his growing network in France, Jonathan Choi has also set up two other centers
named after him in the country. In 2017, a “Jonathan KS Choi Cultural Centre” was
inaugurated at the National Superior School for Fine Arts in France (“Beaux-arts de
Paris”) to promote exchanges and “peace in the world”.** The following year, he inaug-

77*Hong Kong - Q&R - Extrait du point de presse (3 octobre 2019)”, via Ambassade de France en Chine, 4th
Oct. 2019 ; “Point de presse du 4 juin 2019 : propos de la porte-parole du Ministére des Affaires étrangéres
et européennes”, via Consulat Général de France a Hong Kong et Macao, 14th Jun. 2019.

8Jonathan Choi and Jack Lang are also connected through the “Cercle des Amis — Chine” (Friends Circle
— China) of the Institut de France’s Music and Radio Foundation. Both men are honorary advisors of the
association, while Janice Choi, Jonathan Choi’s wife, is its honorary chair. See “Création du Cercle des Amis
- Chine”, Maison de la radio et de la musique, 22nd Oct. 2018.

79“Jonathan KS Choi Cultural Exchange Center is inaugurated officially”, Sunwah Group, 27th Apr. 2022.

80 A “China-Europe discussion” with Embassies and Chinese officials was planned for May 5th 2022. The
content of the discussion, if it ever happened, has not been made public.

SILRHE, “ STl RS A2 DU EEEIE RO OIS, SCREHH, 26th Apr. 2022; “Opening Ceremony
of the Jonathan KS Choi Cultural Centre Cloud House in Beijing”, Sunwah Vietnam, 26th, Apr. 2022.

82egim R BLmIT IRAIAM A2 PR <R E R, KRR, 9th Apr. 2023.

83“Telling China’s Story Well”, China Media Project, 16th Apr. 2021.

84“ ancement du Jonathan KS Choi Cultural Centre aux Beaux-Arts de Paris”, Connaissance des arts,
17th Feb. 2017.

14



Conclusion

urated a “Centre Jonathan K.S. Choi for the Promotion of Cultural Heritage” (Centre
Jonathan K.S. Choi pour la Promotion du Patrimoine culturel) at the Institut du Monde
Arabe, also set to promote “people-to-people exchanges”.®> However, none of them
seems to have held any activity since.

For her part, Pansy Ho has been appointed a member of the strategic committee of the
France China Foundation, set up in 2013 with the Chinese People’s Institute of Foreign
Affairs (CPIFA) as a Chinese partner. Closely linked to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
CPIFA is tasked with conducting research on international issues and foreign policy,
establishing contacts with foreign political activists and diplomats, and expanding
people-to-people diplomatic activities.*® The honorary president of the France China
Foundation is Li Zhaoxing 2225 B a former minister of foreign affairs and former
president of the China Association for International Friendly Contact (CAIFC), which
is an organization of the liaison bureau of the Political Work Department of the Cent-
ral Military Commission. The “political, administrative and military” sector is expli-
citly mentioned as the priority category for recruitment into the Foundation’s flagship
“Young Leaders programme”, whose main purpose is “to strengthen links between
participants and encourage future exchanges and joint projects”.®’ Although it has
been less active in recent years andno new cohort was announced in 2022, the pro-
gramme has been very successful in recruiting heavyweight French politicians includ-
ing ministers of Emmanuel Macron’s first and second presidential terms® as well as
personalities with access to information pertaining to national defence.*’

5 Conclusion: Influencing the influencers

Funding French cultural events has enabled Jonathan Choi and Pansy Ho to acquire a
status as major partners of France’s cultural diplomacy in Greater China. During his
2023 visit to China, President Emmanuel Macron asked twice the audience attend-

85« RRESHTR SV I8 et LY, op. cit.

8o<rh[E] \ [ AP 22 7725 BiFLE”, CPIFA, Apr. 2021. Tts leadership is largely composed of officials from the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. In particular, its secretary, Yu Jinsong 5RZ/#4, is a career diplomat who once
was consul general in Marseilles (2016-2018) and later deputy head of mission of the Chinese Embassy
in France (2018-2021). Its president, Wang Chao F i, has spent most of his career in the ministry of
commerce (and MOFCOM-afiliated organizations) before being appointed vice-minister of Foreign Affairs
in 2013 (until 2019).

87“Young Leaders — The Program”, France China Foundation.

8The former Prime Minister and current presidential hopeful Edouard Philippe (2017-2020), former
Prime Minister (1984-1986) and minister of foreign affairs (2012-2016) Laurent Fabius and former Prime
Minister (2002-2005) and well-known China friend Jean-Pierre Raffarin are all part of his strategic com-
mittee. Past and currently active counsellors and ministers of President Emmanuel Macron have also been
recruited: Agnés Pannier Runacher, former junior minister for industry (2020-2022) and current minister
for energy transition joined the “Young Leaders cohort” in 2017; Olivier Veran, minister of health between
2020 and 2022 and currently junior minister in charge of “democratic renewal”, was recruited in 2019;
Brune Poirson, former junior minister for ecological transition (2017-2020), was recruited in 2017; Franck
Riester, junior minister in charge of relationships with the Parliament and former junior minister for for-
eign trade (2020-2022) and for culture (2018-2020) was recruited in 2014; Philippe Englebert, who worked
at the presidential palace between 2020 and 2021 joined the “Young Leaders” in 2021.

890ther members of the Young Leaders include high level officials with direct access to confidential and
strategic information related to national security: Thomas Gassilloud, French member of Parliament (where
he is a member of the committee on defence and armed forces and a co-president of the parliamentary group
working on cybersecurity and digital sovereignty), Col. Arnaud Goujon, who serves on the Army staff as
the deputy head of the Plans office, in charge of developing the French Army’s future capacities (recruited
in 2019); Arnaud Danjean, member of the European Parliament and former advisor (2000-2002) to the head
of the French External Intelligence Directorate (recruited in 2015).
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ing the inauguration of the 2023 edition of Festival Croisements to give a round of
applause for Choi. Yet, Jonathan Choi’s and Pansy Ho’s status as united front heavy-
weights and their active involvement in people-to-people diplomacy make them un-
common donors and partners. As this paper has shown, partnering with them raises
certain risks:

« it has allowed both of them to gain easy access to France’s top diplomats in
Greater China and to increase vastly their network within French political elites,
which are the ultimate targets of the “people to people diplomacy” they both
have committed to;

« partnering with them helps legitimise some of the positions they publicly de-
fend (most notably, on Hong Kong) on behalf of the Chinese party-state, despite
the fact that they run at odds with the line defended by French diplomacy and
the very purpose of France’s “influence diplomacy”;

« it allows them to acquire leverage over the organisation of French cultural op-
erations in Greater China (which they may or may not use).

For those different reasons, it could be recommended that French authorities rethink
their funding policy for cultural operations in Greater China in order to prevent the
latter from being slowly repurposed as quiet platforms serving the CCP’s external
propaganda efforts.
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Another Scandal: France's Cultural (and Anti-Cult) Diplomacy Is
Financed by the Chinese Communist Party
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A report by the Czech academic center Sinopsis highlights “major donations” by
United Front's "heavyweights” to finance French “influence diplomacy.”

by Massimo Introvigne

The two CCP "almoners” supporting French “influence diplomacy,” Jonathan Choi and Pansy Ho. Sources: Twitter and
Sinopsis.

A very detailed report published on May 11 by the authoritative Czech project Sinopsis, the result of the cooperation
between the NGO AcaMedia and the Department of Sinology at Charles University in Prague, unveils a curious
relationship between France's “cultural and influence diplomacy” and the Chinese Communist Party (CCP). In short,

France gets money from the CCP to fund its most important diplomatic project.

To understand what this new major scandal involving France is all about, we need to introduce the main characters of
the comedy. The first is the French Ministry of Foreign Affairs, which in December 2021 launched its “Roadmap for
Influence." Through this ambitious project of “cultural and influence diplomacy,” France plans to win what it presents as
the real main battle of the 21st century, “the struggle for influence [thatl is also a fight between narratives and,

ultimately, models.”




The French "Roadmap for Influence.”

The second character is President Macron. He is all in favor of “cultural and influence diplomacy” as an expression of
French “grandeur” and a way of exporting the values of “la République” internationally—but he is also painfully aware
that his budget is limited, and he leads a country where citizens take to the streets protesting painful cuts in the field of
pensions and other social services. So, his message is: go on with this wonderful project but try to find funds from
private donors.

The third character, not mentioned in the Czech report but not unimportant, is the MIVILUDES, the French
governmental agency combating “cults.” It is under constant criticism by NGOs, academic scholars, and the United
States agencies producing reports on religi i

rty for its systematic violations of freedom of religion or belief. It

needs the French “cultural and influence diplomacy” to support it internationally and persuade other countries that the
French anti-cult fight is reasonable. You do not need to take Bitter Winter's word for this. The MIVILUDES itself explains
in its reports that the French position on “cults"—and “separatism,” i.e., the fight, regarded in some Muslim countries as
Islamophobic, against communities that want to live “separately” from the values of the majority, based on their religion
— is not necessarily appreciated abroad. It adds that France is at work diplomatically to explain its reasons
internationally, and persuade other countries to join the anti-cult fight. This is obviously part of French “cultural and

influence diplomacy.”

The fourth character is China's United Front. In theory, the United Front is the alliance between the Chinese Communist

businesspersons who operate as “almoners” of the United Front.

This leads us to introduce two other characters, who figure prominently in the Czech report: Jonathan Choi Koon-shum
(8252 %) and Pansy Catalina Ho Chiu-king (fal#2#5). They are both billionaire businesspersons. Choi is from Hong Kong
and is the son of Choi Kai-you, the pro-Chinese “King of Seafood." Ho is from Macau and is the daughter of Stanley Ho,
“‘the King of Gambling,” rumored, truly or falsely, to be connected with the Chinese mafia. Stanley Ho, who always
denied the mafia connections, was a member of China's National People's Congress and was on the Standing

There would have been no contradictions between being a United Front leader and connected with the mafia, since the
CCP in its history repeatedly cultivated underground alliances with Chinese organized crime.

Jonathan Choi and Pansy Ho have been depicted since the last decade in French media as philanthropists in love with
French culture and generously supporting French museums and universities, with a coordinated emphasis that betrays
the work of public relations agencies. “Le Figaro" called Jonathan Choi a hero and even compared him to a Buddha. No
French media, however, explained that both Jonathan Choi and Pansy Ho are members of the Standing Committee of
the Chinese People's Political Consultative Conference (CPPCC). The Czech report lists all their positions in United-

i.e., of the CCP.

Jonathan Choi with President Macron. Source: Sinopsis.

When France launched its “cultural and influence diplomacy,” and looked for private donors to support it, Choi and Ho
were there to help. According to the Czech report, “Choi's known donations amount to more than 2,5 million euros, to
which must be added those whose amount has not been disclosed.” Ho has been very careful not to disclose the
amounts she donated, but they are also substantial. As major donors, Choi and Ho have direct accept to President
Macron and other key French political figures. The Czech report suggests that they influence French political positions




on Hong Kong and Taiwan, and operate in general to put brakes on France's criticism of human rights violations in
China.

But the United Front is surely glad to support the diplomatic export of French positions on “cults” as well. French private
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