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Mother Han arriving in the heavy rain at Seoul
Central District Court, August 31, 2026

And then Mother came. She arrived, as she does
these days, in a wheelchair, wearing her hospital
gown, her hair undyed, and in the pouring rain

Having appealed against the first instance
ruling, Mother Han now prepares for a
lengthy legal war from her heavily guarded
hospital bed

Part 1 of extracts from a briefing titled "An
Update from Korea" by Dr. Michael Balcomb,
President of the Family Federation for World
Peace and Unification in Europe and the
Middle East, given online at an international
Sunday worship service for the Nordic
countries on Zoom 20th September 2026.

The first presentation is an update from Korea.
Fumiko and I were just there. In fact, we only
came back a week ago from a visit to Korea
and Japan.

And I'd like to share with you briefly four
points about what's happening there legally,
socially, organizationally and spiritually. And
of course we're talking about mainly about
True Mother's situation.

So the first part will be the legal thing. I'm not
a lawyer, so this is my understanding based on
meetings we had in Korea and with our own
public affairs response team.

So this was 31st August. It was a very rainy
day, and before True Mother arrived to go into
court, the crowd was pretty calm and orderly.

Mother Han being mobbed by the media upon
arrival at Seoul Central District Court on 31st
August 2026. Photo: Michael Balcomb

You would think that an 83-year old in that

situation would be treated with some respect. But suddenly she was mobbed by the press and reporters



trying to take photographs, to ask her questions. The security had to fight them off, literally.
Anyway, then we went up to the fifth floor. We couldn't go in the courtroom.

We sat in the corridor together with about eight or nine members of True Mother's family. It was good to
see them there in support of True Mother.

When it was over, we hadn't even made it to the first floor again when the news was out worldwide that
Mother had been convicted and sentenced on these charges of political collusion.

So what's happening after the verdict? It was 21 days ago tomorrow.

The court did convict her on political funding charges, but she was acquitted on charges of embezzlement,
and other charges were dismissed.

Of course, the prosecutors were not happy either. They'd asked for 13 years in prison. They only got two.

And the defense, from the very moment of the decision, they cited this was a sign of the special counsel's
overreach.

So both sides have appealed.

The prosecutors are asking for more time in prison. The defense is arguing for a complete acquittal based
on the apparent lack of direct evidence that True Mother herself did or authorized anything at all.

An overview of the appellate phase at Seoul High Court

The appeals have been filed, but it's a lengthy process. It will be assigned to the formal bench, and the
judges will be decided quite soon.

The hearings may start in November, and the earliest a decision could be reached is December. But they
have three months before issuing a ruling.

You might think, "What will the appeal court do?"

They'll review the facts. They'll see how reliable the testimony was, and they'll examine the lower court's
legal reasoning.

How likely different appellate outcomes are

But let's be enormously candid here. What usually happens at appeals in Korea is like this: 60% of the



time, the appeal is dismissed, meaning none of what the defense has to say is taken into account, or the
prosecution.

In about 30% of cases, which is about 1 in 3, they may adjust the sentencing while leaving the verdict
intact, or they might overturn one specific count.

So most likely, Mother will not be found innocent. That only happens 1 to 3% of the time in Korea. And
in criminal cases, it's 2%, so almost never.

And it is possible the prosecution may succeed in asking for a harsher sentence.

So this is not like an appeal where you feel there's a fifty-fifty chance of success. I'm sorry to be blunt, but
you deserve, | think, the truth as it is.

After that, there is a chance of escalating it to the Supreme Court. That becomes a very lengthy process. It
might take a year; it might take more.

Supreme Court pathways

But in Supreme Court's cases, most of the time, the High Court will dismiss the appeal, and that might
happen in the middle of next year.

But if they feel that there's something of legal importance, they can hear the case en banc, with the full
bench.

That might take all of next year and some of 2028, and a decision might not be reached until the middle of
2028.

That's two years from now. So there's a very long road ahead.

History of early release in South Korea

It is true that in Korea, high profile defendants, including all the previous presidents, usually get their
penalty reduced after a certain time.

They're also eligible for parole, or the sentence can even be suspended.

But we're talking about slim possibilities here to be honest.

Mother, as you know, is now in medical detention. This is very common in Korea. It's happened with
many high profile political figures or business leaders, but it's very tight. There are only two or three

places they can be. They're not allowed any visitors except for their legal and medical team, no family
visits.

So in a way, it's more restrictive than being in jail. And the Ministry of Justice is always present.



The Asan Hospital, where True Mother is right now, is beautiful. It's the largest hospital in Korea. It's
consistently ranked in the top 10 in the world, and it's number one for interventional cardiology in the
world. So she's in very, very good hands.

Medical detention framework in South Korea

Key takeaways here are that appeals are going on, and she might well stay in hospital for many more
months, I'm sorry to say, but that's the truth.

To be continued. Part 2 coming soon.
The text has been slightly edited and is based on the transcription of a recording of the live
transmission from Stockholm.

Related to Mother Han's legal war: Mother Han: The Dangers of Guilt by Position
Related to Mother Han's legal war: Mother Han: Beyond One Trial - the Wider Stakes
Related to Mother Han's legal war: At Issue: Religions Taking Reality Seriously

Also related to Mother Han's legal war: Religion Between Engagement and Withdrawal
Also related to Mother Han's legal war: State Failure and Non-State Peace Projects
More, related to Mother Han's legal war: Detention: Harsh Cell Conditions Spark Outcry

And more, related to Mother Han's legal war: Official Statement on Recent Media Coverage
Also related to Mother Han's legal war: Defense Challenges Core Claims of Indictment
And also related to Mother Han's legal war: Unificationism Emerging as a World Religion

More, related to Mother Han's legal war: Decline of Family Values Creates Social Crisis
And more, related to Mother Han's legal war: Unificationism, Industry, and Cold War Survival
And more, related to Mother Han's legal war: Movement Promoting Family as National Solution

Yet more, related to Mother Han's legal war: "Church Closure" Risks in South Korea's New Bill
Still more, related to Mother Han's legal war: Mother Han Nominated for Nobel Peace Prize 2026
Also related to Mother Han's legal war: Democratic Party's Assault on Family Federation

And even more, related to Mother Han's legal war: Mother Han (82) in Poor Health in Damp, Cold Cell
And still more, related to Mother Han's legal war: Korean Crisis: "True Democracy Must Serve Heaven"
And yet more, related to Mother Han's legal war: Faith Leaders Protest State Assault on Religion

And more, related to Mother Han's legal war: Trump Raises Alarm Over Church Raids in Korea
Even more, related to Mother Han's legal war: Mike Pompeo Calls Probe of Co-Founder "Lawfare"
Still more, related to Mother Han's legal war: Korean Faith Crackdown: USA Urged to Confront It

Yet more, related to Mother Han's legal war: Korean Bribery Scandal: Media Clears Federation
Related to Mother Han's legal war: Lawfare: State Uses Legal System in War on Faith
More, related to Mother Han's legal war: Shocked Author: "Japan Ignores Basics of Justice"

Still more, related to Mother Han's legal war: Legal Inconsistencies A Blow to Democracy
Even more, related to Mother Han's legal war: Japan: Court Accused of Using Speculation
Also related to Mother Han's legal war: MEXT's Legal Spin and "Dissolution at All Costs"

Also related to Mother Han's legal war: UN Report: Japan's Lawfare Against Faith Minority
And also related to Mother Han's legal war: Protesting No Transparency in Closed-Door Trial





















