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Dear 1982 Blessed Couples, 

Happy Anniversary! 

Wow! Forty-four years ago today, you stood together on the floor of Madison Square Garden 

and made a promise. At the time, very few people understood what they were witnessing. Many 

saw an unusual wedding. Heaven saw the beginning of thousands of families making a 

commitment to place God at the center of their lives. 

I've attached a recent newspaper article about the 1982 Blessing, in case you missed it. I smiled 

reading it. History has an interesting way of changing its perspective. An event that many 



 

 

misunderstood at the time is now simply being remembered as part of the remarkable history 

of Madison Square Garden. Time has a way of stripping away the noise and leaving behind what 

really mattered. 

But we all know that the real story was never what happened on July 1, 1982. 

The real story is what happened on July 2. And every day after that. Right? 

It happened in homes. It happened through prayers, conversations, sacrifices, forgiveness, 

raising children, serving others, and learning how to love a little more deeply than the day 

before. A wedding lasts a day. A marriage is built one decision at a time. 

The older I get, yes the grey is real, the more convinced I become that there is nothing worth 

fighting for that doesn't include family. Every meaningful victory in life eventually comes back 

to the people we love and the people God has entrusted to our care. 

Each of your stories is different. Some have known great joy. Some have walked through 

unimaginable loss. Some are celebrating today with your spouse beside you, while others carry 

precious memories. Yet every one of you helped write a chapter in a providence that is still 

unfolding. 

Thank you for your faith. Thank you for your perseverance. Thank you for continuing to believe 

that God's dream begins with the family, because you are truly the building block of God’s 

kingdom. 

I hope you enjoy the attached article. More than anything, I hope today gives you an 

opportunity to look back with gratitude, to look at one another with fresh appreciation, and to 

look forward with hope. 

Happy 44th Anniversary. 

With love, 

Demian and Yumiko Dunkley 

  
 

Madison Square Garden’s Last Wedding Was 

for 2,000 Couples at Once 
 

  

  



 

 

Forty-four years ago, Lisa Kohn watched her mother get married at Madison Square Garden. 

That day, around 2,000 couples tied the knot in a mass religious ceremony, wearing the 

same dresses and suits, reciting their vows in unison. 

“I always say the best seats I ever had at Madison Square Garden were at my mother’s 

wedding,” said Kohn, 62. 

Now, rumors that Taylor Swift and Travis Kelce may wed at the arena have revived interest in 

its unusual matrimonial history. Though known for sports, concerts and political conventions, 

MSG has hosted only two known weddings: a 1974 rock ’n’ roll ceremony for funk musician 

Sly Stone, who died last year, and actress Kathy Silva, and the 1982 mass wedding led by 

the Unification Church, a religious group founded in South Korea. 

Whether or not the pop star and football player choose the venue, the speculation has 

prompted a look back at the Garden’s rare and eclectic history as a wedding site. 
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