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Hello family. Happy 44th anniversary to 1982 Blessing 

couples. Quick Connect update. Article on Madison Square 

Garden Blessing. Brussels conference explores the hidden 

story behind the eradication of a religion.  

  
 

  



 

 

Extending our warmest congratulations to the Blessed couples of the 

July 1, 1982 Blessing as they celebrate their 44th anniversary. 

  
 

News 
 

1982 Blessing Makes Headlines Again 
 

  

  

Today on Quick Connect, the 1982 Blessing at Madison Square Garden was featured 

in The Wall Street Journal, and a press conference was held in Brussels about the 

dissolution order. 

 

  

  
 

watch here  



 

 

Madison Square Garden’s Last Wedding Was 

for 2,000 Couples at Once 
 

  

Forty-four years ago, Lisa Kohn watched her mother get married at Madison Square 

Garden. That day, around 2,000 couples tied the knot in a mass religious ceremony, 

wearing the same dresses and suits, reciting their vows in unison. 

“I always say the best seats I ever had at Madison Square Garden were at my 

mother’s wedding,” said Kohn, 62.  

Now, rumors that Taylor Swift and Travis Kelce may wed at the arena have revived 

interest in its unusual matrimonial history. Though known for sports, concerts and 

political conventions, MSG has hosted only two known weddings: a 1974 rock ’n’ roll 

ceremony for funk musician Sly Stone, who died last year, and actress Kathy Silva, 

and the 1982 mass wedding led by the Unification Church, a religious group founded 

in South Korea.  

Whether or not the pop star and football player choose the venue, the speculation 

has prompted a look back at the Garden’s rare and eclectic history as a wedding site. 

 

  
 

Japan: The Hidden Story Behind the 

Eradication of a Religion 
 

  

read more  



 

 

"When state power aligns with public opinion, can the faith and rights of minorities 

truly be protected?" This critical question was raised at an international press 

conference in Brussels on June 29, 2026. 

  

Titled "Japan: the hidden story behind the eradication of a religion", the event at the 

Brussels Press Club featured Japanese nonfiction writer Masumi Fukuda and French 

international human rights lawyer Patricia Duval. 

 

  
 

  

  

  
 

  

   

Support 
religious 
freedom 

 

Your generosity is helping us promote 

religious freedom in South Korea, Japan 

and domestically. From rallies to high 

level meetings, your donation is making 

a difference. 
 

 

  

  
 

  

watch here  

support here  



 

 

   

Daily Hoon 
Dok Hwe 

 

Let God's word be heard with a daily 

reading of scripture right to your 

phone. Download the Godible app to 

listen to hundreds of episodes of Hoon 

Dok Hwe. 
 

 

  

  
 

  

   

Join a CSW 
Prayer Vigil 

 

The Cheonshim Won (CSW) is the 

central place for offering devotion. Join 

a prayer vigil via Zoom or in person at 

CSW locations across North America 
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Did a friend forward this to you? Subscribe to The Newsletter.  

  

  
 

  

  
   

  
     

 
 

download Godible  

join a prayer vigil  












