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Hello family. Quick Connect update. Rev. Dunkley's and Mike 

Pompeo's statements on dissolution of FFWPU Japan. A 

message to True Mother. The Principle Project docuseries. 

Massimo Introvigne article. Higher Ground in Chicago.  
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Quick Connect: Faith Cannot Be Dissolved 
 

  

  



 

 

On today’s Quick Connect: Rev. Dunkley’s statement on Japan, Mike Pompeo’s post, 

Christian pastors send a message to Mother, and The Principle Project. 

 

  
 

Rev. Dunkley's Statement on Japan Church 

Dissolution 
 

 

 

Yesterday the Tokyo High Court upheld a decision by the Japanese government to 

dissolve the Family Federation for World Peace and Unification as a religious 

corporation in Japan. Through this ruling, the religious corporation immediately loses 

its legal status under Japan’s Religious Corporations Act. Compulsory liquidation of 

its assets may now proceed even while a possible appeal to Japan’s Supreme Court 

remains under consideration. 

 

 

  
 

button  

read more  

Rev. Dunkley's message to FFWPU members  



 

 

Mike Pompeo's Statement on Dissolution Order 

of FFWPU Japan 
 

 

 

The Decision by the Tokyo High Court to order the dissolution of the Unification 

Church should trouble anyone who cares about religious liberty. I pray that political 

leaders consider the dangerous precedent this sets for this foundational freedom. 

 

  
 

Christian Pastors' Message to True Mother 
 

 

 

like, comment and share  



 

 

American pastors at an American Clergy Leadership Conference (ACLC) Pastors 

Prayer Summit delivered prayers and words of encouragement to Dr. Hak Ja Han 

Moon, leader of the Family Federation for World Peace and Unification. They 

honored her role as a spiritual guide enduring significant hardships, commended her 

resilience in the face of perceived injustice, and voiced strong belief in the continued 

vitality of the movement she leads. 

 

  
 

Support The Principle Project's Docuseries 
 

 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters - We need your help.  

 

For the past 6 months, our team has been telling the stories that matter most through 

the Monarch Report — entirely as volunteers, entirely self-funded. Now, with the 

official dissolution of the Unification Church in Japan, the urgency has never been 

greater — we need to bring this story to the center stage of the world.  

 

We are producing "You're Next: Do Nothing," a 5-part documentary series that traces 

the origin of our persecution back to communism and the CCP, and follows its spread 

across Japan, South Korea, and North Korea. This is our chance to bring 

international attention to what is happening — to Mother, to Pastor Son, to Pastor 

Ezra Jin, and to believers across faiths who are being silenced. We need your help to 

make it happen.  

 

This isn't our first production. We produced The Bigger Picture of Life with Noah 

Ross, which has been used as a witnessing tool in the Philippines for the past two 

read more  



 

 

years. Through that course alone, we have taught over 5,800 students. Now we're 

building on that momentum.  

 

We are initially aiming to raise $24,000 per month to fund the operations and 

production for this initiative — and as we grow, we foresee working on multiple 

productions in parallel, but this gets us started. Because of the skill set of everyone 

involved, this is a fraction of what it would cost to produce this at the enterprise level 

— God has prepared many second-generation with skills and abilities for this very 

moment. Your donation will directly fund a Netflix-grade production — professional 

filming, travel, and interviews that bring these stories to over one million viewers 

worldwide. Our goal is to free Mother and to tell the world about her at the same time.  

 

But our vision goes far beyond a single series. We want to tell the story of our 

movement and bring its principles to the world — through interfaith dialogue, through 

educational content, and through stories that resonate across cultures and 

generations. We are building a production arm that will create content for generations 

to come — including children's and youth programming that plants seeds of faith and 

principle in the next generation.  

 

One of our most urgent initiatives is to document the incredible stories of the first 

generation of our movement and their discipleship — before we run out of time. 

These are stories of sacrifice, devotion, and love that the world needs to hear, and 

that our children and grandchildren deserve to inherit.  

 

The Principle Project is a registered 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization in the United 

States. All donations are tax-deductible to the full extent of the law. We are centered 

on True Parents.  

 

Please only give if you can — if you cannot, that is completely okay, and let others 

step up who are able. But if you can, now is the moment.  

 

And if you feel you have something to contribute beyond a monetary donation — 

whether it's your skills, your story, your connections, or your time — please reach out 

to us. This initiative belongs to all of us, and we welcome your support in any form.  

 

Watch the trailer for our documentary series here: 

www,theprincipleproject,com/projects/youre-next  

 

Watch our previous production The Bigger Picture of Life here: 

www,theprincipleproject,com/projects/bigger-picture  

 

Please share as far and wide as you can.  

 

With your trust,  



 

 

 

Shinghi Detlefsen, Will Chang, Josh Jeong, Isaac Jeong  

 

 

 

  
 

Hundreds of Thousands of Unification Church 

Believers Deprived of Places of Worship 
 

  

Representatives of the “Second Generation held a press conference following the 

Tokyo High Court’s decision"  

While some had claimed the dissolution would only strip the church of its tax-exempt 

status, liquidators have already closed down 260 places of worship. 

 

  
 

Next Stop Higher Ground Tour: Chicago 10am 
 

 

 

more info  

watch trailer  

donate here  

read more  



 

 

Rev. Dunkley’s next stop on the Higher Ground tour will be in Chicago this Sunday, 

March 8 at 10am Central Time. You can watch the livestream of his message at 

live.familyfed,org.  

 

  
 

 

 

  

  
 

  

 

  

Speak up on 
social media 

 

Share this injustice and your personal 

testimony on social media. Facts and 

articles to share about her detention 

can be found in the News section of 

MotherOfPeace,com and by following 

Rev. Dunkley on X. 
 

 

  

watch here  

get informed  



 

 

  
 

  

 

  

Support 
religious 
freedom 

 

Your generosity is helping us fight this 

injustice. Help us promote religious 

freedom in South Korea by making a 

donation below. 
 

 

  

  
 

  

 

  

Wear the 
message 

 

Show your support for True Mother 

with a #ReleaseTheMotherOfPeace and 

FAITH FREEDOM PEACE t-shirt or 

hoodie. 
 

 

  

  
 

Follow Us 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

  
 

  

Did a friend forward this to you? Subscribe to The Newsletter.  

  

  
 

  

  
   

  
     

 

support here  

buy here  







"It is absolutely unacceptable that such victims remain 

uncompensated while the residual assets are transferred to 

Tenchi SeikyO, allowing activities substantially identical to those 

of the Unification Church to continue." 

The statement urges the government and the Japanese Diet to adopt 

legal measures directing remaining funds toward compensation rather 

than allowing them to support related religious activities. 

3. Monitoring Future Religious Activity 

The most revealing portion of the statement concerns what happens 

after dissolution itself. 

The document explicitly acknowledges that the dissolution of a religious 

corporation does not prevent believers from continuing their faith. 

"Even though the dissolution order for the Unification Church as a 

religious corporation becomes final today and it will be liquidated, 

the Unification Church and its followers can continue activities as 

voluntary associations or similar entities." 

The lawyers then call for continued oversight. 

"We urge the Consumer Affairs Agency to maintain a reporting 

window for victims, closely monitor the occurrence of such 

incidents, and take appropriate measures as necessary." 

Taken together, these proposals suggest that the campaign surrounding 

the dissolution of the Unification Church does not end with the court 

ruling. Instead, the statement outlines a broader strategy focused on 

shaping what happens during liquidation, preventing institutional 

reorganization, and maintaining oversight of future activities connected 

to believers. 

Who Are the Lawyers Behind the Campaign? 

The National Network of Lawyers Against Spiritual Sales was founded in 

1987 by a coalition of Japanese attorneys seeking to coordinate legal 

action against what they described as abusive religious fund raising 

practices. 

From its founding, the network focused heavily on litigation involving the 

Unification Church. Over the decades its members have represented 

plaintiffs in civil lawsuits, provided legal consultation to individuals 

claiming financial harm, and advocated stronger government regulation 

of religious fundraising. 

The phrase "spiritual sales" became central to these efforts. In Japan the 

term refers to fundraising or sales practices in which religious authority 

is invoked to encourage donations or purchases. Critics argue that such 

practices can pressure individuals into making financial commitments 

they later regret. 

The lawyers' network has long maintained that stronger legal 

intervention was necessary to address what it views as systemic 

problems in these practices. 

Over time the network also became part of a broader anti-cult 

movement in Japan. Scholars of religion have noted that such 

movements often involve alliances between lawyers, journalists, 

activists, and former members of religious organizations. 

The influence of anti-cult activism grew significantly in Japan after the 

1995 attacks carried out by the religious group Aum Shinrikyo. In the 

years that followed, public concern about cults increased sharply, and 

policymakers began exploring new regulatory approaches toward 

controversial religious movements. 

Within this environment, the National Network of Lawyers Against 

Spiritual Sales continued its long campaign against the Unification 

Church. 

The recent court ruling therefore represents a major milestone in a legal 

effort that began nearly forty years ago. 

A Forty-Year Conflict 



The controversy surrounding the Unification Church in Japan did not 

begin with the recent court case. It reflects a long and complex conflict 

that stretches back decades and involves broader debates about 

religion, politics, and social influence. 

The movement was founded in Korea in 1954 by Rev. Sun Myung Moon. 

From its earliest years it adopted a strong anti-communist ideological 

stance, which shaped many of its activities during the Cold War. 

The church supported a number of organizations dedicated to opposing 

communist influence in Asia and beyond. One of the most prominent 

was the International Federation for Victory Over Communism, 

established in 1968. The organization promoted educational campaigns 

against Marxist ideology and worked with anti-communist leaders in 

South Korea, Japan, and the United States. 

The Unification movement also invested heavily in media and political 

initiatives reflecting this worldview, including the founding of the 

newspaper The Washington Times. 

Supporters viewed these efforts as part of a broader struggle against 

authoritarian ideology. Critics argued that the movement's political 

involvement and fundraising practices raised serious concerns. 

By the 1980s the conflict had increasingly moved into the legal arena. 

Activists, journalists, and attorneys began organizing campaigns 

focused on allegations of coercive fund raising. 

The recent court ruling therefore represents the latest chapter in a 

dispute that has been unfolding for decades. 

Yet the questions raised by the March 4 statement extend beyond the 

history of this conflict. 

They raise a deeper issue. 

Where is the line between protecting citizens from abuse and protecting 

the fundamental freedom of religion? 

A Precedent for Religious Freedom? 

The dissolution of a religious corporation is an extraordinary step under 

Japanese law. 

Religious organizations in Japan operate within a legal framework 

intended to balance two principles. One is the protection of citizens from 

fraud or coercion. The other is the constitutional guarantee of freedom 

of religion. 

Article 20 of the Constitution of Japan states that freedom of religion is 

guaranteed to all people and that the state shall refrain from exercising 

religious authority. 

It is important to recognize that many people who support the 

dissolution decision do so out of genuine concern for individuals who 

say they suffered financial or emotional harm. In their view, the state has 

a responsibility to intervene when re ligious authority is used in ways that 

may pressure vulnerable individuals into making donations or financial 

commitments they later regret. 

From that perspective, stronger regu lation is not an attack on religion 

but a necessary protection for citizens. 

The difficulty arises when responses to alleged abuse begin to extend 

beyond the specific conduct that prompted legal action. 

The March 4 statement illustrates why that concern has emerged. 

While the document celebrates the court's ruling, it also proposes 

measures that extend beyond the dissolution itself. These include 

legislative steps preventing assets from being transferred to related 

religious organizations and continued government oversight after 

liquidation. 

For some observers, proposals like these raise broader questions about 

how far government involvement should extend into the internal life of 
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The following is the full translated statement released on March 4, 2026 

by the National Network of Lawyers Against Spiritual Sales following the 

Tokyo High Court decision. 

Appendix 

Full (ai) Translation of the March 4 Statement 

Statement Regarding the "Order to Dissolve the Unification Church" 

(Tokyo High Court Decision) 

March 4, 2026 

National Network of Lawyers Against Spiritual Sales Tactics 

Representative Coordinator, Attorney Keiichi Hiraiwa (Yokohama) 

Representative Coordinator, Attorney Seiki GOji (Sapporo) 

Representative Coordinator, Attorney ShOji Nakamura (Niigata) 

Representative Coordinator, Attorney Hidemasa Kawata (Okayama) 

Representative Coordinator, Attorney Hiroshi Yamaguchi (Tokyo) 

Secretary General, Attorney Tsuyoshi Kimura (Tokyo) 

1. Regarding the Tokyo High Court Decision on the Dissolution Order 

Request Against the Unification Church 

(1) 

Today, the Tokyo High Court issued a decision dismissing the Unification 

Chu rch's immediate appeal against the dissolution order decision issued 

by the Tokyo District Court on March 25 last year against the Family 

Federation for World Peace and Unification (formerly the Unification 

Church). This decision finalizes the dissolution order against the 

Unification Church and initiates liquidation proceedings. 

(2) 

For over 40 years, the Unification Church has systematically engaged in 

spiritual sales practices and illegal solicitation of donations, causing 

immense economic, psychological, and familial harm to a vast number 

of citizens. 

According to our association's tally, from 1987 to 2023 a total of 35,287 

victim consultations were received by our association, consumer affairs 



centers nationwide, and the National Legal Defense Team for Victims of 

the Unification Church, amounting to ¥133,996,866,553 in damages. 

The actual damages are believed to exceed this figure. 

Regarding these systematic illegal activities, the Tokyo District Court 

ruled on March 25 last year that: 

"The solicitation of donations and other acts constituting illegal conduct 

have caused unprecedented and immense damage, and even now the 

risk of similar damage occurring remains to an extent that cannot be 

overlooked." 

The court further determined that: 

"It is difficult to expect the Unification Church to improve the situation." 

Based on this reasoning, the court issued a dissolution order. 

Today's Tokyo High Court decision dismissing the appeal affirms this 

ruling and is highly commendable. 

(3) 

The finalization of the dissolution order and the commencement of 

liquidation proceedings represent what our organization, which has 

requested a dissolution order since the 1990s, along with victims and 

their families, have long awaited. 

However, the authorities' request for dissolution came far too late. The 

failure to request dissolution for more than 30 years after spiritual sales 

practices became a social problem resulted in the continued creation of 

numerous victims. 

Moving forward, liquidation proceedings will be conducted by a 

liquidator under the supervision of the Tokyo District Court. 

Our association strongly urges the government to ensure that victims 

have a voice in these proceedings and that relief is swift and assured. 

2. Regarding the Liquidation Proceedings of the Unification Church 

(1) The Large Number of Victims Yet to Receive Relief 

Following the High Court decision, the Tokyo District Court will appoint a 

liquidator. Liquidation proceedings will then be conducted under court 

supervision. 

Although many victims were created by the Unification Church's 

activities over more than 40 years, only a small portion of them have 

reported their damages. 

While some individuals have sought compensation through legal 

representation or through the church's compensation committee, many 

victims have still not received relief. 

The liquidation process must ensure that victims who have not yet 

spoken out are able to do so and that all victims who have not yet 

received compensation are appropriately compensated. 

Victims include not only those affected by spiritual sales practices and 

illegal solicitation of donations but also individuals forced into difficult 

lives due to family members' donations and second and third generation 

members who have suffered human rights violations such as forced 

religious indoctrination. 

Our association strongly urges the liquidators and the Tokyo District 

Court to exercise the utmost care to ensure that all victims receive 

appropriate compensation. 

(2) Appeal to Individuals Who May Have Been Harmed 

This liquidation process may represent the final opportunity to receive 

compensation from the Unification Church. 

Individuals who suffered harm, those uncertain whether their situation 

constitutes harm but who question donations made to the church, those 



generation members who believe their rights were violated are 

encouraged to consult with legal organizations including Houterasu, the 

National Unification Church Victims' Defense Lawyers Group, or our 

association. 

(3) Measures Against Defamation of Victims 

Victims and second generation members who have spoken publicly 

about their experiences have often faced defamation and slander. 

This has created an environment in which some victims hesitate to 

report their harm. 

We demand that the Unification Church refrain from such defamation 

and that the government and liquidators implement measures to ensure 

victims can come forward safely. 

3. Transfer of Residual Assets to Tenchi SeikyO After Liquidation 

In the liquidation proceedings, it is essential not only to provide relief to 

victims but also to prevent the continuation of illegal activities. 

According to a resolution passed by the Unification Church's Board of 

Responsible Officers and Board of Trustees in 2009, residual assets 

after liquidation would be transferred to Tenchi Seiky6 (Heaven and 

Earth Orthodox Church). 

Unless legal measures are taken, the remaining assets after liquidation 

could therefore be transferred to an organization effectively controlled 

by the Unification Church. 

Many victims have also suffered harm from Tenchi Seiky6. 

If the residual assets are transferred to Tenchi Seiky6, there is a strong 

concern that they will serve as a foundation for continued activities 

including illegal donation solicitations. 

Furthermore, some victims hesitate to report their experiences due to 

fears related to teachings about ancestral karma and similar beliefs. 

It is unacceptable that such victims remain uncompensated while the 

remaining assets are transferred to Tenchi Seiky6. 

We therefore demand that the government and the Diet enact legislative 

measures to ensure that residual assets are allocated to victim relief 

rather than transferred to a religious organization that is effectively the 

same as the Unification Church. 

4. Preventing New Victims After the Dissolution Order 

(1) Continuous Monitoring 

Even though the dissolution order becomes final today, the Unification 

Church and its followers can continue activities as voluntary 

associations or similar entities. 

The Japanese Unification Church has regarded Sun Myung Moon and, 

after his death, his wife Hak Ja Han as absolute figures whose 

instructions are treated as infallible. 

There is concern that leaders in South Korea may continue issuing 

directives to Japanese believers, including requests for donations. 

To prevent the recurrence of spiritual sales practices and illegal 

solicitation of donations, we urge the Consumer Affairs Agency to 

maintain a reporting window for victims and to monitor the occurrence 

of such incidents closely. 

(2) Revision of the Unfair Donation Solicitation Prevention Act 

The current Unfair Donation Solicitation Prevention Act still contains 

shortcomings in addressing the type of victimization associated with the 

Unification Church. 

Victims may have their value judgments altered through proselytizing 

activities that infringe upon freedom of religious choice, leading them to 

donate money as instructed. 
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I COMPLETED SERIES I 

Projects Upcoming Team Contact 

The Bigger Picture of Life 

- KO JA 

A transformative 23-episode video series exp loring fundamental principles of existence, 

relationships, and human purpose. Taught by Noah Ross, a distinguished teacher with 

over 40 years of experience. 

Visit Course Website [1 View on YouTube [1 

The Trailer 
An introduction to The Bigger Picture of Life series and what you can expect to learn throughout this t ransformative journey. 

Trailer 

All Episodes 

The Trailer 

An introduction to The Bigger Picture of Life 

series and what you can expect to learn ... 

Seeing the Bigger Picture of Life 

An introduction to seeing life through the lens 

of universal principles and understanding ... 

1-MM·iii GG 

Standards of Truth 

Learn how to discern truth and build your life 

on solid foundations. 



Conflict & The Principle of Love 

Gain insight into the nature of conflict and 

how principles resolve it through love. 

Principles of Cause and Effect 

Learn how causes produce effects through 

give and take action in all aspects of life. J 

Principle of Relationships 

Explore the fundamental principles that 

govern all relationships and create harmony. 

Why We Exist Part 1 

Exploring the fundamental question of human 

existence and our purpose. 

The Spiritual Dimension 

Exploring the spiritual aspects of reality and 

human existence. 

Tree of Crime 

Understanding how crime and evil propagate 

through society. 

I 
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Principles of Creation 

Explore the fundamental laws that govern all 

of existence and their profound implications ... 

Principle of Dual Aspects 

Discover how everything in creation contains 

dual characteristics and what this reveals ... 

_J 

-• G 
.. 

Principle of Development 

Understanding the stages of growth and 

maturation in all aspects of life. 

Why We Exist Part 2 

Continuing the exploration of human purpose 

and our role in creation. 

Cause of Crime 

Understanding the root causes of crime and 

social disorder. 

Growing Pains 

Understanding the challenges and difficulties 

that come with growth and development. 

_J 
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Principle of Mind & Body 

Understanding the relationship between our 

internal and external selves and achieving ... 

Human Potential 

Uncover the infinite potential within every 

human being and how to actualize it. 

The Four Types of Love 

Discover the four essential forms of love and 

how they shape human fulfillment. 

Process of Creation 

Understanding the stages and process 

through which all things come into being. 

Heaven and Hell 

Exploring the reality of spiritual realms and 

their relationship to human life. 

Agent of Change 

Becoming a force for positive transformation 

in the world. 



Change the World 

Practical principles for creating meaningful 

change in society. 

About Noah Ross 

Heal the World 

Understanding how to bring healing and 

restoration to a broken world. 

Opposition 

Understanding and overcoming opposition to 

truth and righteousness. 

Noah Ross has been a distinguished teacher of universal principles for over 40 years. He has conducted hundreds of workshops and 

touched the lives of thousands of participants worldwide. With a unique ability to make profound truths accessible and practical, Noah 

continues to guide people toward deeper understanding and purposeful living through both in-person and online courses. 

Help Us Create More Content 

Your support enables us to continue producing high-quality educational 

content that transforms lives. Every contribution makes a difference. 

Stay Informed 
Get updates on new content, upcoming projects, and 

insights on universal principles. 

The Principle Project 

A 501(c)(3) nonprofit focused on the production of principled 

content. Creating world-class educational resources about 

universa l truths. 

Make a Donation 

your@email.com 

EXPLORE 

Projects 

What 's Upcoming 

About Team 

Donate 

Manage Your Donation 

@ 2026 The Principle Project. All r We use cookies to understand how visitors use our site and 
improve your experience. No personal data is sold. 

Decline 

Ill Subscribe ➔ 

CONNECT 

hello@theprincipleproject.com 

-
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Projects Upcoming 

0 IN PRODUCTION - 5-PART DOCUMENTARY SERIES 

Team Contact - KO JA 

You're Next: Do Nothing 
In a world where faith is under siege, this gripping 5-part docuseries exposes 
how authoritarian regimes are weaponizing governments to dismantle religious 
movements - from underground Christian congregations to ancient Buddhist 
temples and beyond. 

If they target one, they target all. Do nothing, and you're next. 

Official Trailer 
Featuring exclusive interviews, rare footage, and unfiltered truths - this series is a ca ll to act ion for religious freedom worldwide. 

EiihfHif 
Five parts. Four n ations. One blueprint of persecution. 

■ The Origin - China's Iron Fist 

Dive into the heart of the machine, where coordinated raids 

on churches, mosques, and spiritual centers echo the 

Cultural Revolution's darkest days. Witness the arrest of 

pastors like Ezra Jin and the systematic erasure of 

independent faith in seven major cities - all in the name of 

state control. 

■ The Shepherd - Pastor Son 's Stand in 

South Korea 

Follow the story of Pastor Son, whose unwavering faith made 

■ The Precedent - Japan's Legal Assault 

Explore how a nation known for harmony dissolved a 
religious organization with millions of followers, setting a 

dangerous global standard. Hear f rom survivors as we reveal 

the polit ical alliances f ueling this crackdown and its ripple 

effects on free worship. 

■ The Matriarch - Dr. Hakja Han's Fight 

for Faith 

Witness the extraordinary battle of Dr. Hak Ja Han, a religious 



him a target of the state. From surveillance to imprisonment, 

this episode reveals how South Korea's democratic 

institutions are being weaponized against religious leaders 

who refuse to be silenced. 

leader facing an unprecedented campaign to dismantle her 

movement in South Korea. This episode exposes how 

political forces are orchestrating attacks on one of the 

nation 's most prominent faith communities. 

■ The Endgame - North Korea's Abyss 

Face the ultimate horror: a regime where owning a Bible 

means death. Through smuggled testimonies and expert 

analysis, we connect the dots from China's origins to North 

Korea 's nightmare, showing how every faith - Christian, 

Muslim, Buddhist - is on the same perilous path. 

WHY TH IS MATTERS 

Religious persecution is intensifying across Asia and around the globe. 

From China's coordinated raids on churches and mosques, to Japan's 

legal dissolution of a major religious organization, to growing pressure on 

faith communit ies in South Korea - the pattern is unmistakable. This 

series connects the dots and sounds the alarm. 

I MPAC T GOAL 

Reach 1,000,00 0+ viewers globally, engage policymakers, support 

advocacy efforts, and defend religious freedom for all people regardless 

of their faith tradition. 

PRODUCTION STATUS 

■ Research & Investigation - Complete 

■ Filming & Interviews - In Progress 

Post-Production - Upcoming 

REGIONS COVERED 

China Japan South Korea 

STATUS 

FORMAT 

TARGET 

REGIONS 

CoorcJi 11atr!cl r.::iicJs 0 11 chu rc:IH":S 
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i11flue11Ce i11f 1lt1 ntes cJe1r1oc , at1c 

l llSlllL;(!O!lS 

Active Production 

5-Part Documentary Series 

02 2026 Release 

China, Japan, South Korea, North Korea 

Support This Series 

North Korea 

A rE:;~Jinw \'.1!wre O\:mi11q a 8it)lf: 

n1t"!<1ns cJeat11 - tlH~ ultim;-,te 

V/dlll i 11q of UrlC!lE:C:kt:cl 

persecut1011 

THE ONLY THING NECESSARY FOR 
THE TRIUMPH OF EVIL IS FOR 

GOOD MEN TO 

DO NOTHING 



Help Defend Religious Freedom 

Your support makes this documentary series possible. Help us bring these 

urgent stories to light and defend the fundamental right to religious freedom 

worldwide. 

Support This Series 

Stay Inf armed 
Get updates on new content, upcoming project s, and 
insights on universal principles. 

View All Projects ➔ 

your@email.com • Subscribe ➔ 

The Principle Project EX P LORE CONNECT 

A 501(c)(3) nonprofit focused on the production of principled 

content. Creating world-class educational resources about 

universa l truths. 

Projects 

What 's Upcoming 

About Team 

Donate 

Manage Your Donation 

© 2026 The Principle Project. All r We use cookies to understand how visitors use our site and 
improve your experience. No personal data is sold. 
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hello@theprincipleproject.com 

-



BITTER 
--- HOME ABOUT CHINA v FROM THE WORLD v INTERVIEWS DOCUMENTS AND TRANSLATIONS v ABOUT EDITORIAL BOARD TOPICS p 
WINTER 

You are here: Home » From the World » Op-eds Global 

Japan: Hundreds of Thousands of 
Unification Church Believers Deprived 
of Places of Worship 
by Patricia Duval I Mar 6, 2026 I Op-eds Global 

While some had claimed the dissolution would 
only strip the church of its tax-exempt status, 
liquidators have already closed down 260 
places of worship. 
by Patricia Duval 

Representatives of the "Second Generation Association for Protecting the Human Rights of 

Believers [of the Unification Church]" speak following the Tokyo High Court's decision. Credits. 

The Tokyo High Court's decision to dissolve the Family Federation (formerly called 

the Unification Church)was announced at 11 a.m. on Wednesday, March 4. 

Immediately afterward, liquidator Hisashi Ito called lawyer Fukumoto, the 

Church's lead attorney, and told him, "The liquidators will visit all the churches 

across the country today. I will go to the headquart ers church to explain the 

liquidation procedures." About an hour later, five t o ten lawyers, accompanied by 

police officers, showed up at churches across the country to explain the 

liquidation procedures, seize all assets, and confiscate the keys to the places of 

worship. This happened in the majority of the 260 Unification Church churches 

nationwide. 

Twenty liquidators arrived at the church headquarters in Shibuya, Tokyo, and 

closed it down. Employees were no longer allowed to enter the church and were 

ordered to stay at home. 

Information about the liquidation website was published immediately after the 

High Court's decision. The domain had already been acquired on February 13, 

three weeks before the High Court's decision, and six PDF documents had already 

been published. Everything had been meticulously prepared. 

A member of the Church reports: "Even before the High Court's decision was 

made public, approximately 1,000 lawyers and police officers appeared to have 

collaborated to ensure that the liquidation process went smooth ly. Despite 

assurances from the government and the courts that religious freedom would be 

protected even after the corporation's dissolution, we quickly found ourselves 

unable to practice our religion. The simultaneous dispatch of liquidators to 

churches across the country resembled a massive investigation into a criminal 

organization. Churches across the country were closed during the dissolution, 

leaving believers without a place of worship." 

All this happened after the decision to uphold the Distr ict Court's dissolution 

order, issued on the sole basis of decades-old civil cases brought by 

deprogrammed members seeking damages, in which the civi l courts had 

concluded that the Church had violated "social norms" and "social 

appropriateness". 

Four United Nations Special Rapporteurs issued a public statement on October 1, 

in which they expressed concern that a decision to dissolve the organization 

based on alleged harm to the vague and overly broad concept of "public welfare" 

was not in accordance with international human rights law, in particular Article 

18.3 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, which lists very 

restrictive grounds for limiting the right to practice one's religion. 
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The Tokyo Family Federation headquarters were shut down by liquidators immediately after 

the verdict. Credits. 

The High Court, in its hundreds of pages-long decision, answered their concerns 

in merely two pages, in the following way: 

- A dissolution order merely has the effect of depriving a religious corporation of 

its juridical personality. It does not entail any legal effect whatsoever that 

prohibits or restricts the religious activities of its adherents. This proves to be 

factually and utterly untrue. 

- And, a conduct that constitutes a tort under the Japanese Civil Code and is 

clearly recognized as significantly harming the public welfare may be regarded as 

conduct infringing "public safety, order, health or morals, or the fundamental 

rights and freedoms of others," as referred to in Article 18(3) of the Covenant. 

In other words, the Court used tautological and highly fallacious reasoning: 

dissolution based on public welfare is legitimate, therefore it is legitimate under 

international human rights law. 

This decision clearly violates international law and demonstrates contempt for 

international institutions and the human rights commitments that Japan claimed 

to uphold after World War II. 
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