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March 4, 2026 

 

Dear Family, 

 

Yesterday the Tokyo High Court upheld a decision by the Japanese government to dissolve the Family 

Federation for World Peace and Unification as a religious corporation in Japan. 

 

Through this ruling, the religious corporation immediately loses its legal status under Japan’s Religious 

Corporations Act. Compulsory liquidation of its assets may now proceed even while a possible appeal to 

Japan’s Supreme Court remains under consideration. 

 

This represents a grave challenge to religious freedom. For the first time in modern Japan, a major 

religious organization has effectively been erased as a legal entity without any criminal conviction against 

the organization itself. 

 

This is not a routine administrative action. It is the most severe sanction available under Japanese law, 

removing the institutional existence of a faith community. In rule-of-law democracies, such an action 

normally requires the highest possible threshold of evidence and justification. 

 

However, many legal scholars, human rights advocates, and international observers have already raised 

serious concerns that this threshold has not been met and that the grounds for dissolution remain deeply 

contested. 

 

When a government can dissolve one faith community without criminal conviction, the religious freedom 

of every faith community is put at risk. 

 

The freedom to believe, worship, and gather in faith is not a privilege granted by governments. It is a 

fundamental human right. When that freedom weakens for one community, its protection weakens for all. 

 

The consequences for our brothers and sisters in Japan began unfolding immediately. 

 

The court’s decision took immediate effect. Rev. Masaichi Hori, who had been serving as the 

representative director of the Family Federation, was immediately removed from that position. Authority 

over the corporation was transferred to a court-appointed liquidator, Mr. Hisashi Ito, who now bears 

responsibility for administering the liquidation process. 

 

At 11:00 a.m., when the Tokyo High Court’s decision was announced, the transition began almost 

instantly. Within minutes, the liquidator notified legal representatives that teams would begin visiting 

churches across the country that same day to initiate liquidation procedures. 

 

About an hour later, teams of lawyers accompanied by police began arriving at churches nationwide. 

Their purpose was to explain the liquidation procedures, seize corporate assets, and confiscate church 

keys. 

 

At the headquarters church in Shibuya, approximately twenty liquidators arrived and ordered the building 

closed. Employees were informed that they would no longer be allowed to enter the church and were 

instructed to remain at home until further notice. 

 

Within hours, representatives had been dispatched across the country and access to church facilities had 

effectively been shut down. 

 

Despite previous assurances that religious freedom would remain protected even after the dissolution of 

the corporation, members quickly found themselves in a situation where they could no longer gather in 

their places of worship. 

 

These actions are already dismantling the daily worship, pastoral care, and community life of thousands 

of ordinary families across Japan. 

 



 

 

Beloved members, this is not a distant scenario. It is happening right now. Our hearts are naturally pulled 

toward our Japanese family. 

 

For decades, the Japanese movement has carried an extraordinary responsibility in serving True Parents, 

Korea, and the worldwide family of faith. Their devotion, sacrifice, discipline, and quiet dignity have 

shaped the history of our global community. 

 

Few communities in modern religious history have invested themselves more faithfully for the sake of 

others than the members of the Japanese church. 

 

Their offering deserves deep respect and sincere gratitude from all of us. 

 

As the representative of the elder son nation, this moment also invites reflection. Looking back, one 

cannot help but wish that we could have carried more of that sacrificial burden earlier so that our mother 

nation might have had more space to care for its own members internally. The providence placed 

immense weight on Japan’s shoulders, and their offering has been truly historic. For that offering, the 

worldwide family will always remain deeply grateful. 

 

No matter what happens next, they have already achieved a monumental victory that will be anchored 

throughout human history as among the most respected ancestors of the future world of peace. 

 

Yet what stands out most today is not just the incredible offering they have made to Heaven, but the spirit 

with which they continue to stand. 

 

Japanese members remain among the most faithful, resilient, and organized in our worldwide movement. 

Even under years of intense public scrutiny and social pressure, their families remain strong, their faith 

steady, and their communities deeply united. 

 

I believe with confidence that our Japanese brothers and sisters will continue to find ways to gather, 

support one another, and preserve the life of faith through their families, their Blessing, and their devotion 

to God. We should be the same. 

 

Moments like this test what we truly believe about freedom and faith. They also test our resolve to defend 

those values by the way we live them. 

 

History has a way of revealing whether the values we cherish are defended only when convenient, or 

upheld even when difficult. 

 

This moment therefore calls for prayer, wisdom, and moral clarity from believers everywhere. 

 

As American members, we should speak with clarity about what is taking place. But even more 

importantly, we must remember who we are. 

 

Through continued prayer and relationships built across society, we are continuing to work at the highest 

levels with partners, legal experts, and advocates to protect the rights and well-being of our Japanese 

members. 

 

Justice is not only a matter of law. It is also a matter of conscience. 

 

As children of our Heavenly Parent and True Parents, even in the face of painful news from Japan and 

while our True Mother continues to endure unjust detention in Korea, this is not a time for 

discouragement. It is a time for courage and unity. 

 

True Mother’s course has never been an easy path. Throughout her life she has faced misunderstanding, 

opposition, and hardship from all directions. Yet she has never wavered in her determination to fulfill 

Heaven’s providence and realize the dream of one human family under God. 

 

For us, the path forward is clear. 

 

Our strength comes from God, our Heavenly Parent, from Jesus, and from our victorious True Parents. 

While True Mother remains with us on this earth, our unity with her is more than emotional support. It is 

a providential force. The deeper our unity becomes, the stronger our ability becomes to protect God’s 

sovereignty and advance Heaven’s providence in this time. 

 

Our movement was founded on the truth that peace begins in the heart, grows in the family, and expands 

outward into society. This remains our mission. We must continue to expand the Blessing and confidently 

share who we are and who True Mother is. 

 



 

 

Let us pray for our brothers and sisters in Japan, for their leaders and communities, for the legal advocates 

working on their behalf, and for the people and leaders of Japan that they may recognize the seriousness 

of this moment. 

 

Finally, let us remember the essential. 

 

Governments may dissolve corporations. 

 

Buildings may be taken. 

 

Institutions may be dismantled. 

 

But faith cannot be dissolved. 

 

Devotion cannot be confiscated. 

 

And the living bond between God and God’s children cannot be erased. 

 

We are far more than an organization. 

 

We are families bound together by the Blessing of True Parents and by the dream of one human family 

under God. 

 

Let us stand with dignity, unity, and love so that the world may clearly see the living fruit of True Parents 

through our lives. 

 

Share and comment on X: x,com/DemianDunkley/status/2029341854857068875?s=20 
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