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On today’s Quick Connect: The dissolution of Family Fed Japan has been ordered,
and the next stop on the Higher Ground tour.

watch here

Rev. Dunkley's Response to Dissolution

Decision

From here we will continue to work with our colleagues to support the Japanese
family. Please continue to pray for them. There are still other possibilities to improve
the situation and the Japanese community is so strong!

like, comment, and share

Tokyo High Court Upholds the Dissolution
Order
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The Tokyo High Court upheld a dissolution order against the Family Federation for
World Peace and Unification. The first religious group dissolved in Japan without
criminal charges. The precedent this sets matters far more than the headlines
suggest.

Read the articles about this order below.

article one

article two

Family Federation Japan's Statement




Today, the Tokyo High Court issued a decision approving a dissolution order against
our organization. This can be described as the state fulfilling — on a national scale —
the desire of the perpetrator and terrorist of the former Prime Minister Abe shooting
incident to “hold a grudge against the Family Federation and inflict damage upon it.”

read more

Japanese Second-generation members hold

press conference

Around 370 people attended in person and online. Thirty second-generation
members took to the podium.

A heavy tension filled the room as those gathered awaited the announcement of the
decision at 11 a.m. When the ruling was conveyed, some believers broke into tears,
making it an emotionally significant moment for all in attendance.

read more

The Unification Church Verdict: The New
Martyrs of Japan



by Massimo Introvigne

A first analysis of the obnoxious Japanese verdict ordering the dissolution of the
Unification Church. Its arguments are false and the violation of international law is
blatant.

read more

Silence is Not Peace




Rev. Demian Dunkley delivered a heartfelt and urgent message to the brothers and
sisters of the Minnesota Family Church on Sunday, March 1, calling the family to
rediscover their identity, courage, and responsibility at this pivotal moment in history.
Speaking warmly and personally to the Minneapolis community, he expressed
gratitude for their leadership, worship team, and especially the second generation,
affirming that “you are the most precious fruit of True Parents’ work.”

read more

Speak up on
social media

Share this injustice and your personal
testimony on social media. Facts and
articles to share about her detention
can be found in the News section of
MotherOfPeace.com and by following
Rev. Dunkley on X.




Support
religious

freedom

Your generosity is helping us fight this
injustice. Help us promote religious
freedom in South Korea by making a
donation below.

Wear the
Y message

Show your support for True Mother
with a #ReleaseTheMotherOfPeace and
FAITH FREEDOM PEACE t-shirt or

hoodie.
Follow Us
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Did a friend forward this to you? Subscribe to The Newsletter.





















should believe in.

The High Court insists that because the church supposedly possesses
brainwashing techniques, it could deploy them again at any moment. This is not
legal reasoning; it is metaphysics. It is the logic of witch trials: once a witch,
always a witch.

Traditionally, Japan’s law on religious corporations has been interpreted to
require criminal verdicts before dissolution. In this case, that principle has been
inverted. Civil cases—some lost, some settled, some won—are deemed

sufficient grounds for annihilating a religious corporation

Before the assassination of Shinzo Abe, opponents had repeatedly demanded
the dissolution of the Unification Church. They always failed. What had
changed? Did the incidents in which the Church was accused of soliciting
excessive donations increase? On the contrary, they decreased dramatically.
What changed was the public emotion triggered by the statements of Abe’s
assassin, Tetsuya Yamagami, who claimed he had killed the former Prime
Minister—whom he described as a friend of the Unification Church—because
his youth had been ruined by his mother’s donations to the religious

organization.

Yet this narrative collapsed under scrutiny. Hitofumi Yanai, one of japan’s most
respected fact-checkers, examined Yamagami's story and concluded that the
family's problems predated the mother’s joining the Unification Church and that
the portrait of a family ruined by religion was false. The family did not live in
poverty. Both Yamagami and his sister attended elite high schools. Yamagami
passed the entrance exam to a private university but chose not to go—not
because of poverty or maternal obstruction, but because he lacked the will and
disliked college. In the decision sentencing him to life imprisonment, the court
explained that “the defendant’s upbringing did not greatly influence the
commission of the offenses and there is not much room for leniency on that
basis.”

The political and media storm that followed the assassination, not any new
pattern of misconduct, created the emotional climate in which dissolution

suddenly became thinkable.

European and American legal scholars are astonished. Japanese courts
continue to invoke “harming public welfare” as a standard for dissolution, even

though it lies o e the permissible grounds for limiting religious liberty under
the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), which Japan has
signed and ratified. Four United Nations Special Rapporteurs on human rights
warned Japan against proceeding to dissolve the Unification Church on such
grounds.

Their warnings were ignored, although the High Court decision makes a weak
attempt to claim that dissolution does not violate the ICCPR. Four UN Special
Rapporteurs think otherwise, and the High Court continues to apply the
standard of “what is socially acceptable,” which is precisely where the ICCPR

violation lies.

The High Court claims that acts “harming the public welfare can be said to fall
under acts that infringe upon ‘public safety, order, health, or morals or the
fundamental rights and freedoms of others,’ as stated in Article 18(3) of the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.” No, it cannot be said. Since
1980, the United Nations Human Rights Committee has repeatedly warned
Japan that “public welfare” falls outside the list in Article 18(3).

Nazila Ghanea, UN Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Religion or Belief. Credits.

The High Court insists that “a dissolution order merely has the effect of
depriving a religious corporation of its legal personality and carries no legal
effect whatsoever to prohibit or restrict the religious activities of the believers.”
However, the ICCPR protects not only individual believers but also the
corporate rights of religious organizations. A religion without institutions is a
religion condemned to extinction.

In a narrow, literal sense, the fact that a dissolution order “does not prohibit or
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