
 

 

FFWPU USA: When Conscience Dies 
 
Demian Dunkley 
February 6, 2026 
 

   
   

 

   

   
   

 

   

   
   

The Newsletter 
 

  

February 6, 2025 

  

   
 

  

Hello family. Quick Connect update. Rev. Dunkley's speech at 

IRF. Crackdown on religious freedom in Korea and Japan. US 

House Foreign Affairs Committee on religious freedom. 

Sunday service in Boston.  

   
 

News 
 

Quick Connect: When Conscience Dies 
 

  



 

 

 

 

A correction from last episode, Rev. Dunkley’s speech at the IRF Summit, The 



 

 

Washington Times article on Japan and Korea’s crackdown on religious freedom, 

and the US House Foreign Affairs Committee hears about the persecution of Family 

Federation, on today's Quick Connect.  

 

   
 

Rev. Dunkely's Speech at the IRF Summit 
 

 

 

I’ve been to the killing fields. In Cambodia. Where you can still hear the echoes of the 

cries of those who fell at the hands of the Khmer Rouge. 

The religious. The intellectuals. The mind of the nation destroyed. Millions butchered.  

Why? Because one leader decided they did not believe the right way.  

In the middle of the killing fields stands a special tree. A tree where unimaginable 

things were done to babies in front of their mothers, before both mothers and children 

were thrown onto a heaping mound inside a ditch.  

 

watch here  

read full article  



 

 

   
 

Crackdown on Religious Freedom in Japan and 

South Korea   
 

 

 

Japanese Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi could be a key ally for the Family 

Federation for World Peace and Unification in its ongoing legal battle against the 

Japanese government and could help the organization score a major victory for 

global religious freedom, former House Speaker Newt Gingrich said in a speech this 

week. 

Mr. Gingrich and other international religious and political leaders told the annual 

International Religious Freedom Summit in Washington that recent legal attacks on 

the federation, formerly known as the Unification Church, in Japan and South 

Korea are setbacks for free spiritual expression and could mark the beginning of a 

dangerous crackdown on religious freedom around the globe. 

 

read more  



 

 

   
 

US House Foreign Affairs Committee hearing 

on Global Religious Freedom  
 

 

 

US House Hearing Raises Alarms Over Religious Persecution in Japan and South 



 

 

Korea On February 4, 2026, the US House Foreign Affairs Committee held a hearing 

on global religious freedom in Washington. Former Ambassador Sam Brownback 

testified that China, as the "mastermind," is building a "dark alliance" of authoritarian 

states by exporting advanced surveillance tech to suppress faiths like Uyghurs, 

Tibetans, Christians, and Falun Gong.  

 

   
 

Connect 
 

Join Higher Ground Sunday Service from 

Boston  
 

 

 

The Higher Ground Tour with Rev. Dunkley continues in Boston, Massachusetts. Join 

read more  



 

 

us in person or tune in live this Sunday at 10am EST for Sunday Service! 

 

 

   
 

 

 

  

   
 

  

watch here  

follow tour  



 

 

 

  

Speak up on 
social media 

 

Share this injustice and your personal 

testimony on social media. Facts and 

articles to share about her detention 

can be found in the News section of 

MotherOfPeace.com and by following 

Rev. Dunkley on X. 
 

 

  

   
 

  

 

  

Support 
religious 
freedom 

 

Your generosity is helping us fight this 

injustice. Help us promote religious 

freedom in South Korea by making a 

donation below. 
 

 

  

   
 

  

get informed  

support here  



 

 

 

  

Wear the 
message 

 

Show your support for True Mother 

with a #ReleaseTheMotherOfPeace and 

FAITH FREEDOM PEACE t-shirt or 

hoodie. 
 

 

  

   
 

Follow Us 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

   
 

  

Did a friend forward this to you? Subscribe to The Newsletter. 

  

   
 

  

   
   

   
     

 
 

buy here  
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Cracl<down on religious freedolll in Japan, 
South Korea shocl<ing, say spiritual and 
political figures 
Arrests of Hak Ja Han Moon, pastor Son Hyun-bo in spotlight at annual International Religious 
Freedom Summit 

Japanese Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi, left, and a lawmaker speak before dissolving the lower house, during 

an extraordinary Diet session at the lower house of parliament Friday, Jan. 23, 2026, in Tokyo. (AP Photo/Eugene 
Hoshiko) **FILE** 
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By Vaughn Cockayne - The Washington Times - Wednesday, February 4, 2026 

Japanese Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi could be a key ally for the Family Federation 
for World Peace and Unification in its ongoing legal battle against the Japanese 
government and could help the organization score a major victory for global religious 
freedom, former House Speaker Newt Gingrich said in a speech this week. 

Mr. Gingrich and other international religious and political leaders told the annual 
International Religious Freedom Summit in Washington that recent legal attacks on 
the federation, formerly known as the Unification Church, in Japan and South Korea 
are setbacks for free spiritual expression and could mark the beginning of a dangerous 
crackdown on religious freedom around the globe. 

"This is a terrible problem because it goes to the very heart of our system. We believe 
that rights come from God, not from bureaucrats, not from lawyers, not from 
politicians, from God," Mr. Gingrich said in a prerecorded video address to the 
conference. "And if a politician thinks that they have the power to come between God 
and the people, then you've just undermined the entire process." 

The former Republican congressman praised Ms. Takaichi for what he described as 
"taking a new look at the way in which the church has been mishandled in Japan." He 
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said he hopes Ms. Takaichi continues "to show that courage and to continue to raise 
that issue." 

The logo of the Family Federation for World Peace and Unification, is seen atits building's entrance on Nov. 7, 
2023, in Tokyo. (AP Photo/Shuji Kajiyama) ••FILE•• 
more > 

Ms. Takaichi, who was elected prime minister in October, was a close political ally of 
Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, who had ties to the Unification Church. Abe was 
assassinated in 2022 by a lone gunman who blamed the church for his family's financial 
woes. 

Since her election, Ms. Takaichi, who leads Japan's Liberal Democratic Party, has faced 
intense pressure from critics who characterize the church's previous support of the 
LDP as unethical. The Unification Church has held staunchly anti-communist positions 
since its founding more than 70 years ago. 

In March, a Japanese court issued a dissolution order against the Unification Church, 
citing allegations of illegal and deceptive donation solicitation practices. The order 
strips the church of its classification as a religious corporation and of its tax-exempt 
status in Japan. 

In 2022, Japanese law restricted religious organizations from soliciting donations from 
political figures and groups. 
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Advertisement 

The law, which Unification Church attorneys have said was designed specifically to 
target the organization, has also drawn condemnation from international religious 
freedom watchdogs who say it would severely limit free expression. 

Unification Church leaders have appealed the dissolution order to the High Court of 
Japan, arguing that the move flagrantly violates religious freedom. 
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i 
Former House Speaker Newt Gingrich speaks before former President Donald Trump at an America First Policy 
Institute agenda summit at the Marriott Marquis in Washington, July 26, 2022. (AP Photo/Andrew Harnik, File) 
more> 

Other leading religious freedom advocates say the Japanese government's approach is 
dangerous. 

"The right answer is not what we are seeing unfold now so cruelly in Japan and South 
Korea," said Katrina Lantos Swett, president of the Lantos Foundation for Human 
Rights and Justice. She served as co-chair of the International Religious Freedom 
Summit, along with former Kansas Gov. Sam Brownback, a former U.S. ambassador-at­
large for international religious freedom. 

" It is a blanket violation under their own terms. And it is just shocking, but again, you 
find this lack of outrage because of the propaganda efforts to target, characterize, 
marginalize and otherize the community," Ms. Swett said during remarks at the event. 

ADVERTISEMENT 

Advertisement 

An expanding crackdown 

The targeting of the Family Federation and other religious institutions has spread 
beyond Japan. 

South Korea last year arrested 82-year-old Family Federation leader Hak Ja Han Moon 
and prominent Presbyterian pastor Son Hyun-bo. Both arrests represented blows to 
religious freedom, Mr. Gingrich said, and the developments in South Korea are 
potentially even more dire than those in Japan. 

'Tm even more concerned about what I see happening in South Korea. This is such a 
violent abuse of power to do this to somebody who has spent their entire life fighting 
communism, encouraging religion and working worldwide," Mr. Gingrich said. "I 
would encourage the government of South Korea to take a serious look at releasing her 
and recognizing that putting an 83-year-old woman in those kinds of circumstances is 
very inhumane and goes against everything those of us who believe in religious liberty 
stand for." 

ADVERTISEMENT 

Advertisement 

Mrs. Han turns 83 on Tuesday. 

South Korean authorities arrested Mrs. Han in September over fears she would destroy 
evidence connected to a bribery case involving the religious leader and the country's 
former first lady, Kim Keon Hee. 

Mrs. Han and the Unification Church in South Korea have been accused of illegally 
using funds to gain influence during the tenure of President Yoon Suk Yeol, who 
resigned last year. Specifically, Mrs. Han and her former chief secretary were indicted 
on charges of bribery, violating political funding laws, embezzling church funds and 
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They have strongly denied the allegations. Mrs. Han's trial is continuing in Seoul 
Central District Court. She appeared in a wheelchair at a hearing in early December. 

ADVERTISEMENT 

Advertisement 

Mrs. Han is the widow of the Rev. Sun Myung Moon, the founder of the Unification 
Church. She has led the movement since Rev. Moon's death in 2012. 

Since its founding in 1954, the Unification Church has expanded dramatically around 
the world and has fostered a successful commercial empire that includes The 
Washington Times. 

Several prominent officials and Mrs. Han's family say the religious leader is not in 
excellent health and that her detention by South Korean authorities may be making her 
condition worse. 

"It's very painful to me to imagine that you could have a government of South Korea 
that would have an 83-year-old woman, Dr. Hak Ja Han, 83 years old, going blind, with 
real difficult problems with her life. So she's literally crawling, sleeping on the floor," 
Mr. Gingrich said. 
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Prominent Christian pastor released 

Mr. Son, the prominent Presbyterian minister in South Korea, frequently used his 
pulpit to criticize the actions of South Korean President Lee Jae-myung's government. 
Mr. Son's arrest in September on charges of violating South Korea's Public Official 
Election Act alarmed those already concerned about the country's legal actions against 
the Unification Church. 

Mr. Son was sentenced to six months in prison Friday after a detention of almost five 
months. The sentence was suspended for one year, allowing his release. 

His arrest caught the attention of Vice President J.D. Vance, who expressed concern 
over Mr. Son's well-being during a White House meeting late last month with South 
Korean Prime Minister Kim Min-seok, according to South Korean media. 

After his release, Mr. Son thanked the vice president and Secretary of State Marco 
Rubio for drawing attention to his case. He also thanked the "10,000 American pastors 
who helped secure my release," according to The Chosun Daily. 

Pastor Paula White, senior adviser to the White House Faith Office, praised the efforts 
of U.S. officials in raising awareness of Mr. Son's case. 

"I was so proud of the team and Vice President Vance, who made very clear lines that 
religious liberties must be enforced, and we saw the release of pastor Son," Ms. White 
said during remarks at the religious freedom conference. "This persistence reminds us 
that when people of God and people of conscience stand together, chains can break and 
freedom will prevail." 

• Vaughn Cockayne can be reached at vcockayne@washingtontimes.com. 
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