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Hello family. Quick Connect update. Massimo Introvigne 

articles. Earth news from the heart. Sunday service 

livestreams.  
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Quick Connect: Koreans Say No to Bill 
 

  

 

 



 

 

On today’s Quick Connect: Over 36,000 Koreans oppose a bill to dissolve religions, 

Massimo Introvigne warns that silencing churches weakens democracy, and a 

reminder that your voice matters.  

 

   
 

Japan: “Sacrifice to the Nation,” an 

Extraordinary Book. 2. The Shadow of 

Deprogramming 
 

 

 

We continue our serialized look at “Sacrifice to the Nation,” the Japanese bestseller 

by journalist and sociologist Masumi Fukuda. Her book is already changing how 

Japan views the Yamagami trial and the Family Federation for World Peace and 

Unification, formerly known as the Unification Church. In this installment, Fukuda 

focuses on the organization that has shaped the public discussion for decades: the 

National Network of Lawyers Against Spiritual Sales. 

 

   
 

watch here    

read full article  



 

 

Silencing the Churches: Why Korea’s New 

Rhetoric Threatens Democratic Freedom 
 

 

 

South Korea’s Presidential New Year’s message should have brought people 

together. Instead, President Lee Jae-myung used his January 21 press conference to 

issue a sweeping condemnation of religious involvement in public life. He warned that 

“religious interference in politics” leads to “national downfall,” likening it to armed 

rebellion, and promised stricter laws to eliminate it. “The current level of punishment 

seems far too weak,” he said, alluding to law proposals allowing for the swift 

dissolution of religious organizations that violate the electoral law. 
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read full article  
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donate here  



 

 

 

 

 

   
 

 

 

  

   
 

  

find a service  



 

 

 

  

Speak up on 
social media 

 

Share this injustice and your personal 

testimony on social media. Facts and 

articles to share about her detention 

can be found in the News section of 

MotherOfPeace.com and by following 

Rev. Dunkley on X. 
 

 

  

   
 

  

 

  

Support 
religious 
freedom 

 

Your generosity is helping us fight this 

injustice. Help us promote religious 

freedom in South Korea by making a 

donation below. 
 

 

  

   
 

  

 

  

Wear the 
message 

 

Show your support for True Mother 

with a #ReleaseTheMotherOfPeace and 

FAITH FREEDOM PEACE t-shirt or 

hoodie. 
 

get informed  

support here  
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Japan: "Sacrifice to the Nation," an 
Extraordinary Book. 5. Why Dissolving 
the Unification Church Is Wrong 
by Bitter Winter I Jan 24, 2026 I Testimonies Global 

Fukuda proves that the first-degree dissolution 
decision was based on faulty and sometimes 
fraudulent "evidence." 
a review by Bitter Winter 

Article 4 of 5. Read article 1, article 2, article 3, and article 4. 

Masumi Fukuda speaking at a symposium in Tokyo. 

Continuing the review of Masumi Fukuda's "Sacrifice to the Nation," we now reach 

the final part of her argument, in which local hostility, activist networks, 

bureaucratic misconduct, and historical memory converge in a disturbing picture 

of how a modern democracy can slide into punitive exceptionalism. These last 

chapters are the peak of her case. Fukuda writes with urgent clarity, aware that 

the events she describes are signs of a more profound present crisis. Her 

narrative becomes broader, more historical, and increasingly accusatory as she 

explores how fea r can be created in neighborhoods, recorded in government 

documents, and eventually endorsed by the courts. 
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Yet, it quickly shows how deliberate fear can turn r egular citizens into a hostile 

mob. When the Unification Church moved its local congregation to Seijo, the 

response was immediate and intense. Residents filed complaints and eventually 

organized into a form of vigilante group. Fukuda paints vivid scenes: forty to fifty 

residents gathering at every service, forming a human barrier at the church 

entrance, blocking members from entering, pushing them as they tr ied to get 

through, following them to the station, and shouting insults with a fervor that 

hints at something deeper than simple neighborhood anxiety. 

Fukuda points to the influence of one resident- a lawyer connected to Masaki 

Kita and the National Network of Lawyers Against Spiritual Sales-as a key factor. 

This person appears to have filled the community w ith rumors and worst-case 

scenarios. What began as unease quickly turned into a certainty: the church was 

dangerous, manipulative, and predatory. Once this narrative took root, it became 

self-reinforcing. Activists like Hiroshi Yamaguchi, Yoshifu Arita, and Takashi 

Miyamura soon arrived to hold a public "information meeting," which Fukuda 

describes as more of a rally to incite anger than a genuine information session. 

Former members who had been abducted and confined by deprogrammers were 

presented as living proof, adding emotional weight to a narrative that had already 

been set. 

The legal outcome-a settlement in favor of the church- might appear to provide 

vindication, but Fukuda highlights how empty that victory was. The landlord, 

whether under pressure or simply fearful, refused to renew the lease. The church 

ultimately withdrew from Seijo regardless. The message was disturbing: even if 

the law recognizes your rights, social pressure can still force you out. Fukuda 

concludes that the real instigators of the incident were not the believers but the 

lawyers and deprogrammers who incited the residents into conflict. She argues 

that the Seijo incident is a small-scale version of a larger trend, where fear is not 

natural- it is manufactured. 

In chapter 14, she shifts from the streets to the bureaucracy, focusing on the 

Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology {MEXT) and the 
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victim statements that underpin the dissolution request. If the Seijo chapter 

shows how fear can be socially constructed, this chapter reveals how it can be 

created administratively. Fukuda shares a series of discoveries that together 

amount to a quiet scandal. An investigation by the church-connected daily 

newspaper "Sekai Nippo" found several cases in which individuals listed as 

"victims" denied writing the statements attributed to them or challenged their 

truthfulness. Some claimed that lawyers had drafted the documents and 

presented them as done deals. Others said the stories had been exaggerated or 

completely fabricated. Still others learned that grievances from different religious 

contexts had been mixed into the Unification Church case fi le, as if "religious 

harm" were the same across traditions. 

MEXT headquarters in Tokyo. Credits. 

The MEXT refused to release the documents, citing the trial's non-contentious 

nature, but did not deny the allegations. Fukuda reconstructs the process through 

testimony from two former members, A and B. They explained how their 

statements were first written by lawyers from the anti-Unification-Church 

network, then revised by ministry officials. Each revision became more dramatic 

and accusatory, aligning more closely with a predetermined narrative. By the time 

the statements were finalized, they were filled with standard phrases- "ancestral 

karma," "hell," "spiritual fear''-showing signs of bureaucratic templates rather 

than personal testimony. 

Fukuda's critique insists that, if the state can fabricate or enhance evidence to 

dissolve a religious organization, the implications stretch far beyond the 

Unification Church. It threatens the integrity of the legal system itself. She warns 

that a dissolut ion order based on such flawed evidence would violate believers' 

rights and undermine public trust in the judiciary. The real danger, she suggests, 

is not that one religious group might be targeted unfairly, but that the state may 

decide it can target any group without consequence. 

In chapter 15, Fukuda broadens her perspective fu rther, placing the dissolution 

request w ithin a historical pattern of state intervention in religious life. She argues 

that the current case resembles a "t rial based on national policy," a term that 

carries significant historical weight in Japan. To illustrate this, she references the 

prewar persecution of Oomoto, a popular Shinto-based movement. In the first 

trial, Oomoto leaders were convicted under the Peace Preservation Law, and the 

co-founder Onisaburo Deguchi received a life sentence. However, during the 

appeals trial overseen by Judge Tsunao Takano, it became clear that official 

documents had been altered. The defendants were acquitted, making the case a 

symbol of how unchecked state power can distort justice and how judicial 

conscience can redress those wrongs. 



Fukuda sees an alarming similarity between the Tokyo District Court's March 25, 

2025, decision ordering the dissolution of the Family Federation. She notes that 

the ruling barely mentioned the allegations of fabricated statements. It 

overlooked the voices of current members, who would suffer the consequences. 

Instead, it relied heavily on incidents from decades ago, treating them as timeless 

proof of institutional guilt. Human rights implications-the disruption of families, 

the stigma on believers, the chilling effect on religious freedom-received minimal 

attention. 

Oomoto co-founder Onisabur6 Deguchi (1877-1948). Credits. 

Her closing appeal is both rhetorical and historical. She calls for a modern-day 

Judge Takano, someone in the judiciary ready to challenge the state's narrative 

and restore integrity to the process. "Come on, Judge Takano Tsunao of the Reiwa 

era," she writes, a line that feels like both a challenge and a lament, suggesting 

that she fears such figures may no longer exist. 

Taken as a whole, "Sacrifice to the Nation" is more than just a collection of 

separate incidents or a defense of one religious group. Fukuda has crafted a book 

that questions the prevailing stories of our time. She refuses to accept the black­

and-white representations that have influenced public discussions about the 

Unification Church since 2022. What strengthens this work, in addition to the 

extent of her evidence, is the moral clarity with which she examines the very 

systems of accusation. She looks at neighborhood gossip, activist networks, 

bureaucratic shortcuts, and judicial oversights. By doing this, she reveals a 

troubling t rend that goes beyond any particular group: a readiness, in modern 

Japan, to disregard fair procedures when a minority community is regarded as 

politically troublesome. Her argument is uncomfortable, and she makes no 

pretense that it should be. 

The strength of this book lies in its refusal to turn away. In post-Abe-assassination 

Japan, public sentiment has hardened, and political motives encourage harsh 

actions. Fukuda asks who gains from the story of victim hood and who gets 

silenced by it. She pushes readers to consider that the state, the media, and 

activist lawyers might have worked together-whether intentionally or not-to 

spark a moral panic that now risks altering the legal framework for religious 

freedom. By drawing parallels to past instances of government overreach, she 

reminds her audience that Japan has faced similar situations before and that the 

loss of rights rarely announces itself loudly. It starts with exceptions, the quiet 

acceptance of extraordinary actions, and the idea that some groups do not 

deserve the same protection as others. 

In the current debate in Japan, where the dissolution of the Family Federation has 

become a symbolic fight over broader concerns about politics, money, and social 

unity, Fukuda's book serves as a counterbalance. It is a carefully argued warning 

against the allure of agreement. She does not ask readers to praise the 

Unification Church; instead, she urges them to uphold principles that prevent any 

government from dissolving a religious organization based on rumors, retroactive 

moral judgments, or false testimony. For this reason, "Sacrifice to the Nation" is a 

timely and essential book. It adds complexity to a conversation oversimplified by 

outrage and challenges a society that values social harmony to examine the 



illiberal tendencies hidden beneath its surface. Regardless of whether one agrees 

with her conclusions, Fukuda has compelled the debate to confront its own 

assumptions-and that, in today's climate, shows civic courage. 

Anti-Cult, Japan, Religious Liberty, Unification Church 
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Silencing the Churches: Why Korea's 
New Rhetoric Threatens Democratic 
Freedom 
by Massimo lntrovigne I Jan 23, 2026 I News Global 

In his New Year's message, President Lee 
promised to "root out" religious involvement in 
politics, targeting the Unification Church, 
Shincheonji, ancf conservative Protestant 
churches. 
by Massimo tntrovigne 

President Lee during the New Year's Press Conference. Screenshot. 

South Korea's Presidential New Year's message should have brought people 

together. Instead, President LeeJae-myung used his January 21 press conference 

to issue a sweeping condemnation of religious involvement in public life. He 

warned that "religious interference in politics" leads to "national downfall," 

likening it to armed rebellion, and promised stricter laws to eliminate it ''The 

current level of punishment seems far too weak," he said, alluding to law 

proposals allowing for the swift dissolution of religious organizations that violate 

the electoral law. 

He urged the use of the current investigation into the Unification Church and 

Shincheonji, two groups against which he called on all political parties to rally, as 

an "opportunity'' to "root out" religious involvement in politics entirely. 

President Lee claimed that Protestant churches "once did not intervene in 

politics," a statement that contradicts the entire history of Korean Protestant 

activism, from the March 1st anti-Japanese Movement to the fight against 

dictatorship. He said that "there has been debate whether some Protestant 

churches should be investigated too. Well, legal boundaries remain unclear for 

now, but certain churches will be investigated if necessary." He also referenced 

unnamed pastors who supposedly preached that "President Lee should die ... we 

should kill him." 

The reference was to Pastor Son Hyun-bo, currently in jail in Busan for alleged 

violations of the electoral law. Yet the sermon's passage in question- promptly 

released by his son and supporters on X-reveals a different story. Before Lee 

became president, Pastor Son declared, "Lee Jae-myung must die; I mean his 

greediness, his hostility, and his selfishness must die." This was typical hyperbolic 

language from fire and brimstone preaching, not a call for violence. To interpret 

metaphor as a threat is to criminalize religious expression itself. 
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Massimo lntrovigne with Chance Son, the son of Pastor Son Hyun-Bo. 

Democracy cannot function if the state has the power to reinterpret religious 

speech most negatively whenever it intersects with politics. Nor can it function if 

the government decides which religions are "acceptable" in public life. Yet this is 

the direction indicated by the current rhetoric-especially when paired with the 

ongoing demonization of Shincheonji and the Unification Church (now called the 

Family Federation for World Peace and Unification), along with the unjust, harsh 

detention of Mother Han, the Family Federation's 82-year-old leader who is 

revered as the Mother of Peace by thousands worldwide. 

If individual religious figures have committed bribery or other crimes, they should 

face prosecution-as individuals, based on evidence. However, the wrongdoing of 

individuals does not strip entire religious communities of their rights. It certainly 

does not justify treating enti re movements as political threats. 

The International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights is clear. Article 25 

guarantees every citizen the right to engage in public affairs without 

discrimination-including discrimination based on religion. Article 18 protects the 

right to express one's beliefs publicly. These protections cover Catholics, 

Protestants, Buddhists, Muslims, and yes, Shincheonj i and the Unification Church. 

The viewpoint of some religious supporters of the ruling party that these groups 

are "heretical" is irrelevant in a democracy. The state should not enforce religious 

doctrines. 

Unjustly detained: Family Federation's Mother Han. 

Across the democratic world, religious communit ies engage in politics. American 

churches mobilize on issues ranging from abortion to immigration. European 

Christian Democratic parties are built on expl icit religious social teachings. Israel's 

religious part ies are crucial in its parliamentary system. People may disagree with 

their positions, but their participation is both legitimate and protected. 

South Korea is no different. It should not be. 

This protection applies not only to the majority faiths or widely accepted 

denominations. It encompasses all religious communities, including those that 

some might find controversial or unfamiliar. Theological disagreements or 

accusations of"heresy'' should not determine who can participate in publ ic life. A 

democracy that allows the state or its favored rel igious groups to decide which 

faiths are "acceptable" has already abandoned neutrality. 

The principle of separating church and state exists to prevent the government 

f rom imposing a religion or suppressing one. It is meant to protect conscience, 

not to serve political interests. When a government begins to talk about 

"uprooting'' religious influence, "investigating'' churches for unclear reasons, or 

"strengthening punishments" for vague political involvement, the line between 

constitutional principle and ideological enforcement becomes dangerously thin. 

This is not the separation of church and state. This is the state punishing religions 

it disapproves of. 

South Korea is a vibrant democracy with a proud history of civic activism inspired 

by religion. That history should not be misrepresented as a threat. A confident 

democracy does not fear sermons, believers, or the polit ical involvement of 

communities with differing beliefs. It should fear the temptation- often subtle at 

fi rst- to redefine constitutional principles in ways that si lence uncomfortable 

voices. 

President Lee's comments deserve careful, principled examination. The issue is 

not whether religious groups should follow the law; they must. The problem is 

whether the law will be changed to criminalize religious participation, especially 

for groups that are unpopular or theological ly unfavored. 

If that occurs, it will not protect democracy. It will destroy it. 

Religious Liberty, Shincheonji, South Korea, Unification Church 

llll Massimo lntrovigne 

Massimo lntrovigne (born June 14, 1955 in Rome) is an 



- 1ra11an soc101og1sr or re11g1ons. He 1s me rounaer ana 
managing director of the Center for Studies on New 
Religions (CESNUR), an international network of scholars 

who study new religious movements. lntrovigne is the 
author of some 70 books and more than 100 articles in the field of 
sociology of religion. He was the main author of the Enciclopedia de/le 

religioni in Italia (Encyclopedia of Religions in Italy). He is a member of the 

editorial board for the lnterdisciQlinary 1ournal of Research on Religion and 
of the executive board of University of Ca lifornia Press· Nova Relig[Q. From 

January 5 to December 31, 201 1, he has served as the "Representative on 

combating racism, xenophobia and discrimination, with a special focus on 

discrimination against Christians and members of other religions" of 

the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE). From 

2012 to 2015 he served as chairperson of the Observatory of Religious 
Liberty, instituted by the Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs in order to 

monitor problems of religious liberty on a worldwide scale. 
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